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SR Principal Named a PLTW Outstanding Administrator

(Versailles, IN) - South Ripley administrator Derik Hutton is one of only 27 administrators across the U.S. to earn
the 2024-25 Outstanding PLTW Administrator award, which recognizes outstanding educational leaders for their
commitment to providing students with meaningful learning experiences through Project Lead The Way (PLTW)
programs.

PLTW is honoring Hutton for his work as the South Ripley Junior High Principal in the PLTW Gateway program.
Currently Hutton is in his first year as principal of South Ripley High School after serving as the South Ripley Junior
High Principal for the past four years.

“Derik Hutton has done a fantastic job leading an excellent staff of teachers at South Ripley Junior High for the past
four years,” said South Ripley Superintendent Rob Moorhead. “His leadership of our PLTW Gateway program has
provided outstanding hands-on learning opportunities for our students. We are pleased to see his efforts
recognized by PLTW and look forward to his impactful leadership at the high school moving forward.”

SRJHS experienced a great deal of success under Hutton’s leadership. The school earned STEM Certification from
the Indiana Department of Education in 2022 achieving a perfect score on the STEM rubric. Additionally, SRIHS
was named a PLTW Distinguished School the past two school years and was named a Top Middle School by U.S.
News and World Report. SRIHS has established itself as a leader in academic proficiency and is one of the top
ranked schools in the state for number of high school credits earned by middle school students.

"One of the most important things we do at Project Lead The Way is recognize and celebrate impactful teaching
and learning. Educators across our network are helping students become engaged in their learning, while
preparing them for careers and their future," said Dr. David Dimmett, PLTW President and CEO. "We recognize
their exceptional leadership and congratulate them for making an impact, not only on their students, but within
their school communities.”

Each year PLTW honors outstanding teachers and administrators from across the network who play an
immeasurable role in preparing students to thrive in college, future careers and beyond. Learn more about the

PLTW National Awards at www.pltw.org/experience-pltw/national-awards/national-awards.
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"South Ripley educates students today, to become responsible citizens of tomorrow."
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About PLTW

Project Lead The Way (PLTW) equips PreK-12 students for a STEM-driven world with teacher-empowered
curriculum in computer science, engineering, biomedical science, and more. For over 25 years, PLTW’s curriculum
coupled with its best-in-class professional development has supported teachers in creating an environment to
make every student STEM successful. As a national nonprofit organization, PLTW is proud to reach 2.5 million
students in elementary, middle, and high schools in all 50 states. With over 100,000 trained teachers nationwide,
PLTW brings relevant, hands-on learning to classrooms across the country. For more information on PLTW, visit

pltw.org.
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