
 
 

FORMATION OF COMPOUND ADJECTIVES 
(A Supplement to English 10 & English 12) 

 
 Tính töø keùp (Compound Adjectives) trong tieáng Anh coù caáu truùc sau: 
 

Tính töø keùp laø söï keát hôïp cuûa hai hay nhieàu töø laïi vôùi nhau vaø ñöôïc duøng nhö moät tính töø 
duy nhaát.  
1. Khi keát hôïp vôùi nhau chuùng coù theå ñöôïc vieát nhö: 

+ moät töø duy nhaát: e.g. lifelong (laâu daøi); seasick (caû ñôøi) 
+ thaønh hai töø coù daáu ngang noái [hyphen] (–) ôû giöõa: e.g. world–famous (noåi tieáng khaép theá 

giôùi) work–shy (löôøi lao ñoäng).  
 

2. Caùch thaønh laäp tính töø keùp:  
 

a. Noun + noun + ed  
e.g: Heart–shaped lips: ñoâi moâi hình traùi tim; olive–skinned complexion: maøu da baùnh maät; 

lion–hearted man: ngöôøi ñaøn oâng heát söùc duõng caûm; pig–headed person: ngöôøi böôùng 
bænh.  

b. Noun + Adjective  
e.g: blood–red (ñoû nhö maùu); homesick: (nhôù nhaø); world–wide: (khaép treân theá giôùi); 

noteworthy: (ñaùng chuù yù). 
c. Noun + present participle 

e.g: time–consuming: toán thôøi gian (a time–consuming ocupation) man–eating: aên thòt ngöôøi (a 
man–eating tiger); grass–cutting: caét coû (grass–cutting machinery); water–purifying: loïc 
nöôùc (a water–purifying plant)  

d. Adverb + present participle 
e.g: never–ending (khoâng döùt); everlasting (vónh cöûu); slowly–running (a slowly–running river: 

moät doøng soâng chaûy chaäm); growing– plants: (quickly growing–plants: rau moïc nhanh). 
e. Noun + past participle 

e.g: handmade: laøm baèng tay (a handmade scarf); heartbroken: ñau loøng (a heartbroken story:); 
tree–lined: coù hai haøng caây hai beân (a tree–lined avenue); snow–covered: tuyeát phuû ñaày 
(a snow–covered ground) 

f. Adverb + past participle 
e.g: well–known: noåi tieáng (a well–known writer); far–fetched: cöôøng ñieäu, khoâng töï nhieân (a 

far–fetched story); ill–bred: maát daïy, voâ giaùo duïc (an ill–bred child) 
     g. Adjective + adjective: blue–black: maøu xanh ñen (blue–black ink); dark–brown: maøu naâu saãm (a 
dark– 
                    brown hat); white–hot: cöïc noùng (a white–hot area); worldly–wise: töøng traûi (a 
worldly–wise man)  

h. Preposition + noun  
e.g: oversize (hoaëc oversized): quaù khoå, ngoaïi khoå (oversize books / pillows: nhöõng cuoán saùch 

/ caùi goái quaù khoå); underweight: nheï caân, thieáu caân (You are only slightly underweight 
for your height: Anh chæ hôi nheï caân moät chuùt so vôùi chieàu cao cuûa anh); overseas: 
nöôùc ngoaøi, haûi ngoaïi (an overseas broadcast: buoåi phaùt thanh ra nöôùc ngoaøi); 
underhand: löøa loïc, leùn luùt (underhand tricks / method / means: nhöõng ngoùn / phöông 
phaùp / phöông tieän leùn luùt)  

 i. Ordinal/cardinal number + Measuring word + Noun: 
e.g: four–foot: boán boä (a four–foot ruler); ten–minute: möôøi phuùt (a ten–minute interval); 

second–floor: taàng hai (a second–floor flat); three–mile: ba daëm (a three–mile journey); 
two–hundred–page: hai traêm trang (a two–hundred–page book) 
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     j. Adjective + Noun + ED 
 

 Haäu toá –ED theâm vaøo sau danh töø coù hình thöùc nhö phaân töø quaù khöù cuûa ñoäng töø 
(Past Participle). 

 Caùc tính töø duøng trong caáu truùc naøy thöôøng laø: 
1. Chæ maøu saéc, nhö blue, red, green, yellow 
2. Chæ tính chaát, phaåm chaát, nhö: hot, cold, long, short, good, bad, wrong, right, full, empty 
3. Chæ kích thöôùc, chieàu höôùng, nhö: long, short, right, left, high, low, deep, near, far 
4. Chæ soá löôïng, nhö: many 
e.g. blue-blooded (thuoäc gia ñình quyù phaùi) – green-eyed (hay ghen) – red-blooded (cöôøng 

traùng) –red-handed (bò baét quaû tang) – yellow-bellied (nhuùt nhaùt) – hot-tempered (tính noùng) 
– cool-headed (bình tónh) – cold-blooded (coù maùu laïnh, voâ caûm) – full-blooded (roát raùo, heát 
loøng) – full-bodied (coù vò ñöôïm noàng) – full-sized (coù kích côõ bình thöôøng) – empty-handed 
(traéng tay, phuûi tay) – empty-headed (voâ tö löï, bí suy nghó) – right-handed (thuaän tay phaûi – 
left-handed (thuaän tay traùi) – right-angled (vuoâng goùc) – low-pitched (aâm thanh traàm) – 
high-pitched (aâm thanh cao, the theù) – deep-rooted = deep-seated (aên saâu taän goác reã) – 
slow-witted (tieáp thu chaäm ≠ quick-witted) – near-sighted = short-sighted (caän thò ≠ far-sighted) - 
wrong-headed (xeùt ñoaùn sai laàm) – short-handed (thieáu nhaân coâng) – short-staffed (thieáu 
nhaân löïc) - many-sided (ña daïng; coù nhieàu caïnh) 
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