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The Diploma Programme Of The International Baccalaureate 

At AIS‐R 

 

The American International School - Riyadh is proud to offer the Diploma Programme of the 

International Baccalaureate in addition to the standard AIS‐R high school diploma. This 

curriculum is designed to provide students with a broad liberal arts education and opportunities 

for personal and intellectual growth. Students may participate in the Diploma Programme of the 

International Baccalaureate in one of two ways: 1. as a Diploma Programme candidate; 2. as a 

Diploma Course candidate. The first option, being a Diploma Programme candidate, is the most 

challenging course of study we offer and brings additional requirements along with the student’s 

course load.   

 

Eligibility: To be eligible as a Diploma Programme candidate, a student must be enrolled at 

AIS‐R for the first quarter of their junior year, unless they are transferring from a Diploma 

Programme at another school. 

 

No student on academic probation or conditional acceptance may be enrolled as a Diploma 

Programme candidate. No student who arrives later than the end of the first two weeks of the 

First Semester may be enrolled as a Diploma Programme candidate. 

 

In order to continue into Year 2 as a Diploma Programme candidate, students must maintain at 

least a C+ in their HL courses. If a C+ grade is not maintained, students will be required either 

to take Diploma Programme courses only or to change to other non‐DP courses where they are 

likely to experience greater success. This is in addition to the other handbook guidelines 

determining eligibility of being a Diploma Programme candidate. 

 

In order to continue eligibility as a Diploma Programme candidate, students in Year 2 of the 

programme must maintain a C+ average in HL 2 courses, up to and including the mock 

examinations in February and beyond. We reserve the right to revoke the eligibility of any 

Diploma Programme candidate who is unlikely to pass up to the final date permitted by the IB. 

10 



Ideally, a Diploma Programme candidate should be able to answer yes to the majority of the 

following or agree with the statement: 
 
❏​ Do I have an academic goal or career ambition that the Diploma Programme can help me 

achieve? 
 
❏​ Am I willing to commit to a class for TWO YEARS? 
 
❏​ Do I have at least a 3.0 GPA in my core classes (English, Math, Science, Social Studies, World 

Languages)? 
 
❏​ Do I miss fewer than five classes each semester? 
 
❏​ Do I successfully handle many responsibilities, deadlines, and commitments at one time? 
 
❏​ Do I work on my school assignments without having to be asked? 
 
❏​ Do I schedule my time so that my big projects are done in small steps along the way? 
 
❏​ Am I willing to read books, complete assignments, and solve problems that are assigned over 

the summer? 
 
❏​ Is writing a 4,000 word essay with support from a supervisor something I will be able to do? 
 
❏​ Have I already completed at least 25 of my AIS-R service hours? 
 
❏​ Am I willing to complete the requirements of Creativity, Activity and Service (CAS) including a 

CAS Project during my 11th and 12th grade years? 
 
❏​ Am I willing to attend ASL HL sessions to complete labs, attend tutorials, or complete Internal 

Assessments? 
 
❏​ Am I able to receive feedback constructively from both peers and teachers? 
 
❏​ Do I feel comfortable advocating for myself - asking questions, asking for clarification from my 

teachers/Counselor/DP Coordinator?  
 
❏​ Do I willingly give up a weekend night to study? 
 
❏​ Do I know how to solve my own problems? 
 
❏​ Am I able to adapt to a variety of teaching styles? 
 
❏​ Am I able to handle uncertainty, ambiguity, and frustration without panicking? 
 
❏​ Can I calmly manage multiple tasks and balance my personal and academic responsibilities? 
 

11 



❏​ Am I organized, proactive and hardworking? 
 
❏​ Do I have a growth mindset? 
 
❏​ Do I believe in my ability to overcome most challenges? (Self-efficacy) 
 
❏​ Do I see failure as a way to learn more about myself as well as academic concepts and subject 

matter? 
 
❏​ Do I believe that I am responsible for my own success? (Agency) 
 
❏​ Am I attempting the DP because I want to take on the challenge or to please someone else? 
 
❏​ What matters the most to me: my learning or my grades? 
 
If you can honestly answer ‘Yes’ to the majority of these questions, then you are ready to take on 

the demands of the Diploma Programme! 

 

Neither the IB nor the school expects that students will possess all of these desirable 

characteristics at the start of their high school career. The first two years of the AIS‐R high 

school curriculum are designed to assist all of our students in developing their academic and 

personal strengths to the point at which they are ready to begin their DP studies in Grade 11.  

 

All AIS‐R students in grade 11 and grade 12 are required to take a minimum of ONE DP course 

– DP English A Language and Literature. Also, all of our Social Studies offerings for Grades 11 

and 12 are DP courses.   

 

DP Courses: Recognizing the diverse needs of students for college and university preparation, 

the high school programme is flexibly designed to provide for optional course selection beyond 

minimum graduation requirements. The International Baccalaureate helps meet these needs by 

allowing students to take one or several DP courses at the standard or higher level. Students 

will receive a DP course result for each subject after successfully completing the course and 

taking the external exams. DP Course Results are also available for CAS, Extended Essay, and 

TOK, and these are elective options for our DP course students.  
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The Diploma Programme of the International Baccalaureate: 

 

The Diploma Programme aims to develop in students the knowledge, skills and attitudes they 

will need to fulfill the aims of the IB, as expressed in the organization’s mission statement and 

the Learner Profile. Teaching and learning in the Diploma Programme represent the reality in 

daily practice of the organization’s educational philosophy. 

 

This is a rigorous, comprehensive pre‐university two‐year programme, leading to external 

examinations. It allows its graduates to fulfill requirements of various national systems. Diploma 

Programme candidates will receive a diploma from the IB after successfully completing all the 

requirements. It is important to note that all students who participate in the Diploma Programme 

in either of the ways described above will be expected to participate in the usual internal and 

external assignments and examinations in the courses they select. 

 

All students who have fulfilled the school's requirements will be awarded an AIS‐R High School 

Diploma, whether they participate in the Diploma Programme or not. The AIS‐R High School 

Diploma is a recognized qualification for North American colleges and universities. 

 

Good Standing 

 
In order to ensure that our students are successful, all requirements of being in ‘good standing’ 

within the Diploma Programme must be met. Good standing will be evaluated from the first 

semester of grade 11 onwards. This means that students must continue to meet all the DP 

deadlines throughout the programme, maintain a GPA of 2.3 or above with no failing grades in 

any IB classes, and not receive any referrals for behavior or academic dishonesty. Failure to 

maintain ‘good standing’ status will jeopardize the student’s placement in the Diploma 

Programme. 

 

The following conditions are required to remain in the Diploma Programme from the end of the 

first semester of grade 11: 
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1. Maintain a minimum Grade Point Average of 2.3, with no failing grades in any class. 

2. Meet the Extended Essay deadlines throughout the course of their junior and senior year. 

3. Complete all assignments in the DP Core Class and all stages of the Extended Essay as 

outlined on Managebac, and the DP Core Class moodle page. 

4. Use ManageBac to manage and complete all CAS and EE requirements in grade 11 and 

grade 12. 

5. Meet AIS‐R’s deadlines for all DP assignments. 

6. Meet the minimum attendance requirement as outlined in the Student‐Parent Handbook. 

7. Abide by AIS‐R’s Academic Honesty policy as outlined in the Student‐Parent Handbook. 

8. Uphold the EAGLE Honor Code and exemplify the IB Learner Profile Qualities.  

 

DP Candidates who are not in good standing by the end of the first quarter of 11th grade will be 

removed from the programme and will become DP Course candidates. 

 

Students who do not ‐ in the opinion of the High School Leadership Team and counselors and 

supported by evidence from the record of behavior compiled by the Diploma Programme 

Coordinator (DPC) - demonstrate sufficient character required of a Diploma Programme 

candidate, will be placed on probation. If they do not meet the terms of their probation after one 

semester they will no longer be considered Diploma Programme candidates and will become 

Diploma Course candidates.   

 

The Core Of The Diploma Programme Model 

 

An overview of The Diploma Programme Core 

 

●​ The extended essay asks students to engage in independent research through an 

in‐depth study of a question relating to one of the DP subjects they are studying.  It 

closely reflects the type of academic research and writing that students will complete at 

the university level.   
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●​ Theory of knowledge develops a coherent approach to learning that unifies the 

academic disciplines. In this course on critical thinking, students inquire into the nature of 

knowing and deepen their understanding of knowledge as a human construction.  The 

primary question of Theory of Knowledge is “how do we know?” 

 

●​ Creativity, activity, service (CAS) involves students in a range of activities alongside 

their academic studies throughout the Diploma Programme. Creativity encourages 

students to engage in the arts and creative thinking. Activity seeks to develop a healthy 

lifestyle through physical activity. Service with the community offers a vehicle for new 

learning with academic value. The three strands of CAS enhance students’ personal and 

interpersonal development through experiential learning and enable journeys of personal 

discovery. 

 

All Diploma Programme candidates participate in the three elements that make up the core of 

the model. Reflection on all these activities is a principle that lies at the heart of the thinking 

behind the Diploma Programme. 

 

Theory of knowledge (TOK) is a course that is fundamentally about critical thinking and inquiry 

into the process of knowing rather than about learning a specific body of knowledge. The TOK 

course examines the nature of knowledge and how we know what we claim to know. It does this 

by encouraging students to analyze knowledge claims and explore questions about the  

construction of knowledge. The task of TOK is to emphasize connections between areas of 

shared knowledge and link them to personal knowledge in such a way that an individual 

becomes more aware of her or his own perspectives and how they might differ from others.  

 

Creativity, Activity, and Service (CAS) is at the heart of the Diploma Programme. The emphasis 

in CAS is on helping students to develop their own identities, in accordance with the ethical 

principles embodied in the IB mission statement and the IB Learner Profile. It involves students 

in a range of activities alongside their academic studies throughout the Diploma Programme.   

Possibly, more than any other component in the Diploma Programme, CAS contributes to the 

IB’s mission to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and 

respect.  
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The Extended Essay (EE)  offers the opportunity for DP students to investigate a topic of special 

interest in the form of a 4,000‐word piece of independent research. The area of research 

undertaken is chosen from one of the students’ six Diploma Programme subjects, or, in the case 

of an interdisciplinary EE, from two of the subjects chosen, preferably from their higher level 

courses. This leads to a major piece of formally presented, structured writing, in which ideas and 

findings are communicated in a reasoned and coherent manner, appropriate to the subject or 

subjects chosen. It is intended to promote high‐level research and writing skills, intellectual 

discovery and creativity. An authentic learning experience, it provides students with an 

opportunity to engage in personal research on a topic of choice, under the guidance of a 

supervisor.  

 

International‐Mindedness 

 

“Teachers open the door, but you must enter by yourself.” ‐ Chinese proverb 

 

Knowledge can be seen as the shared legacy of humankind, a legacy, which has been shaped 

and influenced by a wide range of cultures. This era of increased global interconnectedness 

promises unprecedented possibilities for interaction and enhancement of mutual understanding 

arising from the nurturing of international‐mindedness.  

 

International‐mindedness represents an openness and curiosity about the world and its people. 

It begins with students understanding themselves in order to effectively connect and collaborate 

with others. Study of subjects from the six groups as well as Theory of Knowledge provides a 

unique opportunity for students to recognize the dynamic cultural influences around them and 

the significance of diversity in the making and shaping of our world and ways of knowing.   

 

The Diploma Programme of the IB gives students the opportunity to study material from a body 

of knowledge shaped within different contexts and cultural backgrounds and to engage with it 

critically and creatively within a global context. Students become enriched practitioners, 

communicators, collaborators and creative thinkers, ready to develop into lifelong learners. At 
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the heart of the Diploma Programme and the Mission is the understanding that “other people, 

with their differences, can also be right.”  

 

These values are in line with AIS-R’s vision of fostering Global Citizenship in all our students.  

We believe that “an AIS-R global citizen possesses the understandings, skills, values, and 

mindset to take meaningful action in creating a more inclusive, sustainable, and peaceful world.”  

Thus, the DP philosophy and AIS-R’s vision are aligned.   
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Choosing The Right Course Of Study 

 

Before making their choices, students should ask themselves the following questions: 

 

●​ Which topics have I enjoyed in the past? 

●​ Where do my passions lie? 

●​ Which careers am I considering, and what relationship is there between my academic 

success and my plans for the future? 

●​ Which country/countries am I considering for university study? 

●​ Are certain subjects required for entry to specific courses of study at the universities I am 

considering? 

●​ Which subjects should I take to obtain a well‐rounded education? 

●​ Will the subjects I have chosen fulfill all of the Diploma Programme requirements? 

 

In seeking answers to these questions, students should consult themselves,their parents and 

teachers.  The DP Coordinator and Guidance Counselors are also valuable sources of 

information and advice. 

  

●​ Diploma Programme candidates are required to take six DP courses – three Higher 

Level and three Standard Level. Students are advised first to select the three Higher 

Level courses. These choices will depend on interest, abilities, and further education 

plans. It is important to note that the choices must come from separate groups, though a 

student who wants a second science, a second Individuals & Societies or a third 

language can do this by using her/his group six choice. The details of each course 

should be examined by referring to the individual course description in the course 

selection handbook.  

●​ If the special conditions of entry into an institution of higher education require candidates 

to take a choice of subjects or options different from the required selection from each of 

the 6 groups, they may be allowed, on presentation to IB of appropriate documentary 

evidence to this effect, to make the substitution. For example, a student wishing to study 

medicine may be allowed to do three sciences. A student who has special requirements 

must contact the DP Coordinator as to whether these can be met.  
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●​ Next, the selection of three Standard Level subjects should be made. These are usually 

in the student's academic areas of lesser interest or ability. 

●​ No student may select the same subjects at both higher and standard level.  

●​ No student may take a second science course if they are taking the Nature of Science. 

●​ No student may select the same language both as language A and language B.  

●​ Students may study two Languages A by taking English A Language and Literature and 

their mother tongue as a self‐taught school supported option‐SL only. For example: 

Korean A Literature SL. This option is open to DP candidates ONLY. 

●​ In addition to Diploma Programme requirements students must also satisfy AIS‐R 

graduation requirements. e.g. one credit of Wellness, Health and Fitness (WHF) 

●​ In addition to registering for the 6 subjects, each diploma candidate must:  

○​ Successfully complete an Extended Essay  

○​ Successfully complete the Theory of Knowledge (TOK) course  

○​ Successfully participate in the CAS programme 

 

Important Information For Transfer Students 

 

Transfer students who enroll after the AIS-R course selection process from the previous school 

year has been completed, must choose courses based on availability. This is a function of the 

master schedule, class sizes, and the number of sections offered. It is important to understand 

that not all course offerings are available at all times and certain course requests may not be 

possible. Students and parents must be prepared to be flexible. 

 

AIS‐R’s Diploma Programme Curriculum 

 

From the broad selection of DP courses available, the American International School –Riyadh is 

fortunate to be able to offer a wide range of subjects to its students. 
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Group 1: STUDIES IN LANGUAGE & LITERATURE: Group 2: LANGUAGE ACQUISITION: 
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●​ Higher Level English A: Language and Literature  
●​ Standard Level English A: Language and 

Literature 
●​ Standard Level Language A: Literature 

self‐taught / school supported (taken with English 
A Language and Literature – creates a Bilingual 
Diploma)  

●​ Higher Level Arabic B 
●​ Standard Level Arabic B 
●​ Standard Level Arabic Ab Initio  
●​ Higher Level French B 
●​ Standard Level French B 
●​ Standard Level French Ab Initio (online) 
●​ Standard Level Spanish B Ab Initio 
●​ Standard Level Language A Literature self‐taught 

/ school supported (taken with English A 
Language & Literature –creates a Bilingual 
Diploma) 

Group 3: INDIVIDUALS & SOCIETIES: 
●​ Higher Level Business Management 
●​ Higher Level Economics 
●​ Standard Level Economics 
●​ Higher Level Global Politics 
●​ Standard Level Global Politics  
●​ Standard Level Information Technology in a 

Global Society (online) 
●​ Higher  Level  Psychology (online) 
●​ Standard Level Psychology (online) 

 

Group 4: SCIENCES: 
●​ Higher Level Biology 
●​ Standard Level Biology 
●​ Higher Level Chemistry 
●​ Standard Level Chemistry 
●​ Higher Level Physics 
●​ Standard Level Physics 
●​ Standard Level Nature of Science* 

*May not be taken in combination with any other 
science course  

Group 5: MATHEMATICS*: 
●​ Higher Level Mathematics: Applications and 

Interpretations  
●​ Standard Level Mathematics: Applications and 

Interpretations 
●​ Higher Level Mathematics: Analysis and 

Approaches 
●​ Standard Level Mathematics Analysis and 

Approaches 

Group 6: ARTS OR ELECTIVES: 
●​ Higher Level Theater 
●​ Standard Level Theater 
●​ Higher Level Visual Art 
●​ Standard Level Visual Art 
●​ Or you may take another course from groups 2‐4 
●​ Theory of Knowledge ** 
●​ Extended Essay ** 
●​ CAS ** 

 

 

** You must take these three components if you are a Diploma Programme candidate. 

 

You may take one, two or all three of these components in addition to your DP courses if you 

are a DP Course candidate. Please see the DP Coordinator if this is of interest to you and select 

the correct courses when you register your course selections. AIS‐R maintains the right to 

withdraw courses if there is not sufficient interest or close enrolment once sections are full. 
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It is important to remember that each subject is equally important. Some students make the 

mistake of concentrating all their efforts on their Higher Level courses and neglect their 

Standard Level subjects. 

 

Ab initio courses are available to students with no previous experience of high school learning in 

the chosen language and who do not speak the chosen language. Though this is a course for 

beginners, it is not a “beginners level” course. It is rigorous and challenging.   

 

Please see the High School Course Catalog 2019-20 for more detailed course 

descriptions. 
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Choosing the right combination 

DP Candidates are required to choose one subject from each of the six academic areas, 

although they can, instead of an arts subject, choose two subjects from another area. Normally, 

three subjects (and not more than four) are taken at higher level (HL), and the others are taken 

at standard level (SL). The IB recommends 240 teaching hours for HL subjects and 150 hours 

for SL. Subjects at HL are studied in greater depth and breadth than at SL.  

 

At both levels, many skills are developed, especially those of critical thinking and analysis. At 

the end of the course, students’ abilities are measured by means of external assessment. Many 

subjects contain some element of coursework assessed by teachers. 

DP Course Assessments 

Assessment of student performance within the Diploma Programme takes a wide variety of 

forms: the overall assessment structure for each subject ensures that student performance is 

measured in relation to all the objectives for that subject. Typical subject objectives include 

some that refer to knowledge and understanding of subject content, and also many that refer to 

particular types of skills relevant to the subject. 

 

DP evaluation does not manipulate grades in order to ensure that a pre‐established percentage 

of candidates fall into each of the seven categories on the evaluation scale (see below). One 

student’s achievement is therefore not compared to that of another. Instead, each student’s 

knowledge and skills are assessed according to her/his own achievement with reference to 

specific performance criteria for each subject. Assessment is therefore criterion and not norm  

referenced. 
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Letter Grade Percentage GPA DP Score DP Score 
Designation 

On track for 
successful 
completion 
of the 
Diploma 
Programme 

A+ 97 and above 4.3 7 Excellent 

A 93-96 4 6  
Very Good 

A- 90-92 3.7 6 

B+ 87-89 3.3 5  
Good 

 B 83-86 3 5 

B- 80-82 2.7 4  
 

Satisfactory 
 

C+ 77-79 2.3 4 

C 73-76 2 4 

C-  70-72 1.7 3  
Mediocre 

 
 

Diploma 
Programme 
candidacy at 
risk  

D+ 67-69 1.3 3 

D 63-66 1.0 2  
Poor 

D- 60-62 0.7 2 

F 59 and below 0 1 Failing 

 

A variety of forms of assessment are used in order to take into account different teaching and 

learning styles and to ensure that all students have the opportunity to demonstrate their abilities. 

In this way, a narrow approach to evaluation by examination is avoided. Assessment in each 

subject consists of some or all of the following: 

 

External Assessment: 

 

●​ Written examinations ‐ may include essay and short answer topics, document and 

data-based sections, and multiple‐choice questions. 

●​ Oral examination ‐ conducted by a teacher and recorded for external moderation. 

●​ Written assignments such as the Theory of Knowledge (TOK) essay is graded by 

external DP examiners. 
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Internal Assessment: 

 

●​ According to the requirements of the individual DP subjects, Internal Assessment may 

take the form of major assignments, such as the guided coursework in Global Politics, 

project work in mathematical subjects, or of clearly defined aspects of practical work in 

science. All aspects of internal assessment involve an external moderation procedure to 

ensure uniform standards. 

 

All subjects in the DP have an internal assessment component; however, the major part of 

evaluation is carried out by external assessment. 

 

Examinations are taken by Diploma Programme students at the end of the two‐year course of 

study. All examination papers are taken by candidates under the normal strict conditions 

prescribed by the IB, with a fixed time limit, in the absence of any external resource or 

communication with other candidates, and with no prior knowledge of the questions. The nature 

of the examination questions varies considerably from paper to paper and from subject to 

subject. Objective tests comprising a set of multiple choice questions are used in the applied 

sciences, but short answer questions, structured questions, extended response questions, 

essay questions, data analysis questions, text analysis questions and case study questions are 

all used where appropriate. This variety of question types allows for a greater number of subject 

objectives to be assessed, and also reduces bias towards those students from a particular 

culture who might have greater experience in responding to one particular type of test (for 

example, tests composed entirely of essay questions, or of multiple choice questions).  

 

Each subject has a Chief Examiner appointed by the IB. The panel of Chief Examiners consists 

of highly qualified and experienced senior secondary school, college, and university teachers. 

They are supported by a large number of assistant examiners (approximately 5,500) who are 

located around the world. Many AIS‐R teachers are also examiners for various subjects. The 

award of a final grade in each subject is the responsibility of the Chief Examiner.  

 

Completion of all assessment components is a requirement for graduation from AIS-R.  Any 

senior in a year two DP course must complete ALL assessment components or they will not be 

allowed to graduate. Students will cover the cost for these assessments as they are not a part of 
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AIS-R tuition.  This rule applies to all students - both DP Candidates and DP Course 

Candidates.   

Approaches To Teaching And Learning (ATL) 

Approaches to teaching and learning across the Diploma Programme refers to deliberate 

strategies, skills and attitudes which permeate the teaching and learning environment. These 

approaches and tools, intrinsically linked with the Learner Profile attributes, enhance student 

learning and assist student preparation for the Diploma Programme assessment and beyond. 

The aims of approaches to teaching and learning in the Diploma Programme are to:  

 

●​ empower teachers as teachers of learners as well as teachers of content 

●​ empower teachers to create clearer strategies for facilitating learning experiences in 

which students are more meaningfully engaged in structured inquiry and greater critical 

and creative thinking 

●​ promote both the aims of individual subjects (making them more than course aspirations) 

and linking previously isolated knowledge (concurrency of learning)  

●​ encourage students to develop an explicit variety of skills that will equip them to continue 

to be actively engaged in learning after they leave school, and to help them not only 

obtain university admission through better grades but also prepare for success during 

tertiary education and beyond  

●​ enhance further the coherence and relevance of the students’ Diploma Programme 

experience  

●​ allow schools to identify the distinctive nature of an IB Diploma Programme education, 

with its blend of idealism and practicality 

 

The five approaches to learning (developing thinking skills, social skills, communication skills, 

self‐management skills and research skills) along with the six approaches to teaching (teaching 

that is inquiry‐based, conceptually focused, contextualized, collaborative, differentiated and 

informed by assessment) encompass the key values and principles that underpin IB pedagogy.  
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What is ATL? 

 

ATL focuses on how learners learn and the kind of teaching that promotes student learning. It 

focuses on the skills and qualities that learners develop as a result of studying the Diploma 

Programme, whether as a full DP candidate or a DP course candidate. ATL raises significant 

questions about delivery and assessment of the Diploma Programme and how to create a 

coherent programme for all learners; one that is rigorous and innovative, yet supportive of all 

learners. Widening access so that as many learners as possible have the opportunity to study 

for the Diploma or DP courses is a key objective of the IB.  

 

Rationale behind ATL  

 
●​ To allow students to have increased confidence in approaching rigorous assessment 

tasks through demonstrating independent learning skills  

●​ To encourage students to develop an explicit variety of skills that will equip them to 

continue to be actively engaged in learning after they leave school, and to help them not 

only obtain university admission through better grades but also prepare for success 

during tertiary education and beyond  

●​ To help to further promote the IB mission, which affirms connected attributes and 

attitudes that help to create a more peaceful world through intercultural understanding 

and respect  

●​ To enhance further the coherence and relevance of the students’ DP experience  

●​ To give value to content by helping it be utilized in meaningful, practical and theoretical 

applications  

●​ To guide the effective harnessing of technology and its impact in changing the nature of 

how we learn  

●​ To assist all members of IB World School communities in sharing a common 

understanding of how students can be supported in their learning. 
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ATL Categories for the Diploma Programme 

The main ATL categories of an IB education are embedded with the traits of the IB Learner 

Profile (LP).  These are: 

 

●​ ATL 1: Research skills 

●​ ATL 2: Communication skills 

●​ ATL 3: Social Skills 

●​ ATL 4: Thinking Skills 

●​ ATL 5: Self‐Management Skills 

 

ATL 1: Research skills (LP: Inquirers) 

●​ formulating research questions 

●​ referencing sources 

●​ observational skills 

●​ collecting, organizing, interpreting and presenting information 

 

ATL 2: Communication skills (LP: Communicators) 

●​ presenting 

●​ recording information 

●​ reading for meaning 

●​ listening 

●​ viewing 

●​ non‐verbal communication 

●​ multi‐literacies 

 

ATL 3: Social skills (LP: Principled, Caring, Open‐minded) 

●​ collaboration and group work 

●​ respect for other cultures and points of view 

●​ global/intercultural awareness and sensitivity 

●​ affective/emotional skills 

●​ ethical behavior 
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ATL 4: Thinking skills (LP: Thinkers, Knowledgeable, Reflective) 

●​ problem solving 

●​ connecting subjects 

●​ thinking creatively 

●​ critical thinking 

●​ application of knowledge and understanding in familiar and unfamiliar 

●​ reflection 

 

ATL 5: Self‐management skills (LP: Risk‐takers, Balanced, Reflective) 

●​ organization of learning materials 

●​ time management 

●​ meeting deadlines 

●​ affective/emotional management 

●​ positive action 

ATL Learning Environment 

●​ Active learning in a supportive school culture 

●​ Teachers are teachers of learning 

●​ The voice of the learner is valued 

●​ Intellectual risk taking, curiosity and open‐mindedness are valued 

●​ Learners understand their learning environment and contribute to it 

●​ Learning is in context and there is a culture of curiosity. 

●​ Prior knowledge is considered important 

●​ Learning is in context and the context is relevant 

●​ Students can learn collaboratively 

●​ The learning environment is provocative 

●​ Students receive appropriate feedback to support their learning 

●​ Different learning styles are understood and accommodated 

●​ Learners feel secure and their ideas are valued and respected 

●​ Values and expectations are explicit 

●​ Students understand how judgments about learning are made and how to provide 
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●​ evidence of their learning 

●​ They become aware of and understand how they learn 

●​ Metacognition, structured enquiry and critical thinking are central to teaching 

●​ Learning is engaging, challenging, rigorous, relevant and significant 

●​ They are encouraged in everything they do to become autonomous lifelong learners 

 

ATL was launched worldwide in January 2015. AIS‐R was selected as a pilot school for the 

implementation of ATL.  Of the 11 Exemplary Case Studies published to support the launch of 

ATL, 6 are from AIS‐R. All the exemplar DP Planners which are used in training for ATL are 

from AIS‐R. 

Award of a Diploma 

Each subject is graded on a scale from one point (the lowest) to seven points (the highest).  In 

addition, there is a maximum of three bonus points available for combined performance in the 

Extended Essay (EE) and Theory of Knowledge (TOK). Bonus points are awarded according to 

various combinations of the standards shown in the following table. The maximum total diploma 

programme points score is 45. 

 

Bonus Points Matrix 

 

TOK/EE A B C D E 

A 3 3 2 2  
 

 
Failing 

Condition 

B 3 2 2 1 

C 2 2 1 0 

D 2 1 0 0 

E Failing Condition 

 

All assessment components for each of the six subjects and the additional Diploma 

requirements must be completed in order to qualify for the award of the IB Diploma.  
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The IB Diploma will be awarded to a candidate provided all the following requirements have 

been met: 

a. CAS requirements have been met. 

b. The candidate’s total points are 24 or more. 

c. There is no “N” awarded for theory of knowledge, the extended essay or for a contributing 

subject. 

d. There is no grade E awarded for theory of knowledge and/or the extended essay. 

e. There is no grade 1 awarded in a subject/level. 

f. There are no more than two grade 2s awarded (HL or SL). 

g. There are no more than three grade 3s or below awarded (HL or SL). 

h. The candidate has gained 12 points or more on HL subjects (for candidates who register for 

four HL subjects, the three highest grades count). 

i. The candidate has gained 9 points or more on SL subjects (candidates who register for two 

SL subjects must gain at least 5 points at SL). 

 

A maximum of three examination sessions is allowed in which to satisfy the requirements for the 

award of the IB Diploma. The examination sessions need not be consecutive.  

 

The Diploma Programme of the International Baccalaureate provides a college preparatory 

foundation that prepares every AIS‐R student to succeed at the university level. AIS‐R 

enrollment policy requires all grade 12 students taking DP courses to complete all DP 

assessment components. If a student fails to complete any required DP course 

assessment components, he/she will receive an F in their AIS‐R course and this will be 

reflected on the transcript. Additionally, the student will not be allowed to graduate from 

AIS-R.     

 

This policy is in line with the requirements of the IB. According to the DP Handbook of 

Procedures,  

 

“A candidate is normally eligible for a grade only if work has been submitted for all components 

of the assessment in the subject. When a candidate fails to attend an examination, or submit 
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work for any other component in a subject, no grade is normally awarded. An “N” will be issued 

for the subject and level. 

Unacceptable reasons for work being incomplete include circumstances reasonably within the 

control of the candidate, such as: 

●​ misreading or misunderstanding the examination timetable 

●​ oversleeping and therefore being late for an examination 

●​ holidays/vacations 

●​ family moving house 

●​ social and sporting commitments 

●​ attendance at interviews 

●​ participation in events such as competitions, concerts and graduation ceremonies 

●​ the candidate not providing work by the internal school deadline(s) 

●​ the candidate not completing work owing to a lack of diligence or personal 

organization 

●​ school identifies academic misconduct (for example, work is plagiarized) and does not 

submit the candidate's work.” 

Post‐Results Procedure 

The results should be posted on the IB website, http://candidates.ibo.org on 6 July at 12:30 

GMT.  Individual students will be able to access their own results using their personal pin code 

and their alphanumeric IB personal code (e.g. abc123) which will be given to the students prior 

to the exam session in May.  

The actual Diplomas and course results usually arrive at school towards the end of August or 

beginning of September. A notice will be placed on the school website, Twitter feed, and  

Newsflash when these arrive, together with information about times when they can be collected. 

Diplomas sent for legalization usually take at least another 2 weeks to arrive.  

Enquiries upon results (remarks) can be made to the IB through the school’s IB Coordinator, but 

they are expensive (about 88 EUR per candidate per subject per level) and typically, less than 

10% result in a change of grade.  Students should be aware that the IB reserves the right to 

grade papers lower than they were initially marked. Papers are remarked by a senior examiner. 
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If there is a change of grade, the charge is refunded. This process can raise or lower the grade. 

It is advisable to compare the actual result with predicted grades and target grades and to 

consider the impression of the examination before applying – i.e. is there a realistic chance of a 

change of grade? Enquiries upon results can be made at any time until September 15. Payment 

in advance is required. 

Fees 

Students entered as candidates for either Diploma Programme or Course Results are subject to 

certain fees. These fees will be charged to each student according to the following breakdown: 

Diploma Programme Candidates (May 2020): 

Each Subject EUR 85 

TOK, CAS, and the EE  (Included in these fees) 

Courier Fee: 10% 

VAT (for non-Saudi nationals): 15% 

Total: 638 EUR (for non-Saudi nationals) 
561 EUR (for Saudi nationals) 

Diploma Course Candidates (May 2020): 

Each Subject EUR 85 

EE EUR 65 

TOK EUR 33 

CAS EUR 7 

Courier Fee 10% 

VAT (for non-Saudi nationals): 15% 

Total: Varies on number of courses taken 

 

You will be charged these additional IB fees by AIS‐R and it is your responsibility to settle all 

fees prior to the end of November so the money can be forwarded to the IB. Failure to pay the 
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fees by this date will result in an additional late fee. These fees are subject to change at any 

time by the IB. These figures are accurate for the May 2020 session, but will likely be 

higher for other sessions. Please note that IB fees are not refundable. 

Legalization of Diploma Results 

In various countries around the world, the Diploma or Course results will not be valid unless  

legalized in Geneva, Switzerland, by the relevant embassy or consulate. For more information 

on the legalization of DP Results, please click HERE. 
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How to make your DP Credentials Stand Out to Universities  
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Basic Questions 

©ibo.org 

 

What is the International Baccalaureate Organization? 

The International Baccalaureate (IB) is an independent nonprofit educational foundation based 

in Geneva, Switzerland. It offers to schools three Programmes: the Primary Years Programme 

for students aged 3 to 12, the Middle Years Programme for students aged 11 to 16, and the 

Diploma Programme in the final two years of secondary school. Founded in the 1960's, the 

International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme and the IB grew out of a necessity to create a 

common curriculum and university entry credential for the children of internationally mobile 

families. When schools not serving the international community began to recognize the quality 

of an IB education and the esteem of its diploma, they adopted the Programme. 

 

Today, IB has three Global Centers in Hague, Singapore and Maryland, USA. The Foundation 

office is in Geneva, Switzerland and the Assessment Center is based in Cardiff, Wales. The 

organization employs educators around the world to revise curricula, evaluate student 

achievement, and provide teacher training and other educational services to member schools.  

 

Please visit the IB web site at www.ibo.org for more extensive information about the 

organization and its Programmes. 

 

How many schools offer IB Programmes? 

Currently over a million students in 3,698 schools in 147 countries now offer one or more of the 

four academic Programmes of the International Baccalaureate Organization (IB) to over one 

million students aged 3 to 19. 

 

Can I take individual DP courses at AIS‐R, or do I have to study the whole Diploma 

Programme? 

Yes, you can take individual DP courses; however, the strength of the Diploma of the 

International Baccalaureate Programme is in the Diploma itself, and schools are expected to 

promote the Diploma. Students who enroll in individual courses will receive Diploma Programme 
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Course Results noting the courses they took and the marks they earned. Students who 

complete a DP course but do not complete the assessment requirements by submitting the 

internal assessments and taking the examinations, will have the course name revert to a 

non‐DP title on their AIS‐R transcripts.  

 

Is a lot of extra homework involved in the Diploma Programme? 

 

DP courses are typically more challenging than college preparatory high school courses, and so 

students may be asked to do more homework. The challenge, however, is not always in the 

amount of homework assigned; rather it is in the quality of the assignments and the extent to 

which students are engaged in those assignments. The added benefit is that students take 

greater responsibility for their own learning while they learn the valuable skills of time 

management and organization. Diploma students do not have to forego other important parts of 

high school life. They may still remain involved in sports, student government, clubs, theater, 

music, community events, and other extra‐curricular activities. Such activities are incorporated 

into the Diploma Programme through the CAS (Creativity, Action and Service) requirement. 

 

What are the advantages of enrolling in the Diploma of the International Baccalaureate 

Programme? 

 

Students with Diplomas who now attend universities report that their involvement with the DP 

has given them the tools needed to succeed at university and to make the most of their 

post‐secondary education. In particular, students comment on their sense of preparedness, 

their self‐confidence, their research skills, their ability to manage their time, and their willingness 

to be actively engaged in their own learning. Even more importantly, they have developed a 

sense of the world around them, their responsibility to it, and the skills with which to embrace 

the complexities of life. The DP often employs a variety of phrases to describe these traits and 

abilities: “learning how to learn”; “life‐long learners”; “critical and compassionate thinkers;” and 

“informed participants in local and world affairs.”  

 

 

 

When do DP students begin taking DP courses? 
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The Diploma of the International Baccalaureate Programme is for students between 16‐19 

years old, and encompasses only the final two years of the secondary school sequence. This 

generally refers to grades 11 and 12, although in some schools it refers to grades 12 and 13. 

These are the only years in which students are permitted to take DP courses. 

 

How many DP exams are there, and when do students take them? 

 

Each course has a number of externally marked exams. Higher Level courses may have 3 

exams while Standard Level courses may have 2 exams, although there are exceptions 

including Visual Arts, Theater, Language A, and the Sciences. An exam can be from 1‐3 hours 

in length, with most Higher Level courses having a total of 5‐6 hours of testing and Standard 

Level courses having a total of 2‐4 hours of testing. The exams are spread over a 3‐ week 

period in May. 

 

Can I take an DP exam without taking the DP course in that subject? 

 

No. Part of the student's final DP grade comes from work done in the classroom, so it is 

impossible to take a DP exam without having participated in the DP course in that subject. 

 

How can I gain a Bilingual diploma? 

 

At AIS‐R, a bilingual diploma is earned by taking English A Language & Literature at HL or SL 

AND your mother tongue as a self‐taught school supported Language A Literature at SL. 

 

What do colleges and universities think about the Diploma Programme? 

 

Colleges and universities throughout North America and Europe view the Diploma Programme 

as providing outstanding preparation for university work. Additionally, many selective and highly 

selective institutions have established policies that recognize the work students have done.  

Some universities also offer scholarships to DP graduates. Please visit the University and 

Government page of the IB website (http://www.ibo.org) to research the DP recognition policies 

of post‐secondary institutions throughout the world. 
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How does my taking difficult courses improve my chances for scholarships and 

admission to universities? 

 

At a time when increasing numbers of college and university applicants are presenting equally 

impressive grades, admissions officers must look for other evidence that the student will 

succeed in the challenges of the new academic environment. Admissions officers look for such 

factors as the quality of the courses represented on the transcript, the balance of courses 

across all disciplines, the record of the student’s research abilities, and the details of school and 

community involvement – all requirements of the Diploma Programme. Research conducted at 

several North American universities has demonstrated that Diploma holders do enjoy success at 

their post‐secondary studies, often earning higher grades than their colleagues. Increasingly, 

universities are actively recruiting Diploma Programme students by offering enhanced 

recognition or scholarships for success in the Diploma Programme.  

 

Does Diploma of the International Baccalaureate allow students to attend university in 

any country? 

 

Yes, in many cases. One of the founding ideals of the Diploma Programme was to establish an 

internationally recognized system of curriculum and assessment that would be accepted by 

universities and ministries of education around the world. Happily, the Diploma Programme is 

accepted in some manner by universities in over 110 countries. 

 

Can I start the DP at AIS‐R and finish it in another school? 

 

Yes, provided the subject choices available at the school to which the student will transfer are 

the same as those taken at AIS‐R. For this reason, families are encouraged to contact the 

Diploma Programme Coordinator at the school in the area where they plan to relocate. 

 

Why should I encourage my daughter or son to take DP courses? 

 

The DP courses are the most rigorous courses AIS‐R offers and the difficulty of schedule is 

important to college admissions offices. Besides the depth of learning that students gain in DP 
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courses, the Programme forces students to learn to manage time and they acquire solid 

research, problem‐solving, and critical thinking skills.  

 

Also, students who complete this course learn the value of an education that extends beyond 

the classroom. The international perspective of DP and the CAS activities enable students to 

gain a world‐ view and a sense of commitment to the local community.  

 

Imagine an admissions officer reviewing a university application and asking this question: Why 

did this student NOT take the most rigorous course offered at AIS‐R? 

 

What are the advantages of taking the Full Diploma Programme? 

 

The Diploma of the International Baccalaureate is possibly the most distinguished academic 

credential a high school student can earn. Those who complete this Programme enjoy a 

competitive edge in admission to any college or university in the world. The reasons are clear:  

 

●​ The DP curriculum is an integrated, comprehensive, and balanced mix of sciences and 

humanities 

●​ The DP curriculum provides an opportunity to study some subjects in depth while 

covering others more broadly  

●​ Students are evaluated according to the highest international standards of assessment 

over a two‐ year period 

●​ Students receive explicit instruction in critical thinking and learn the interrelationship of 

academic subjects 

●​ Students develop a respect for cultural diversity and gain a broader world‐view. 

 

For more information please contact Liam Trimm DP Coordinator at ltrimm@aisr.org or 

+966-011-459-7500 Extension 701 
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AIS-R AT A GLANCE 

Synopsis 

Governed by a Strategic Board of Trustees, the American International School - Riyadh is an 

independent, non-profit, co-educational school offering an enriched American curriculum with an 

international perspective for students from pre-Kindergarten to Grade 12. Founded in 1963, 

AIS-R is currently in its 57th year of excellence in education on a newly purpose-built campus in 

North Riyadh. AIS-R offers the International Baccalaureate Diploma and is accredited by the 

New England Association of Schools and Colleges and the Council of International Schools.  

 

Enrollment Elementary 
School: 

Middle School: High School:  Total 

Students: 756 371 512 1637 

Faculty and Staff*: 85 36 48 169 

Student Teacher Ratio: 9 to 1 10 to 1 11 to 1 10 to 1  

*Note: faculty/staff includes teachers, learning assistants, learning coaches, counselors, and 
principals from each school division. 

 

Nationalities American Saudi Canadian Other 

Students 37% 12% 10% 41% 

Faculty 52% 1% 23% 24% 

 

DP Results AIS-R 2019 World Average 2019 

Diploma Candidates 56 80,199 

Percentage of Candidates Gaining the Diploma  100% 78.4% 

Average Points per Diploma Candidate 34 29.87 

Highest Score 45 45 

Percentage of Candidates Gaining 30 Points or more 86% 68% 
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AIS-R’S EAGLE Honor Code  
AIS-R is a school that honors and promotes respect for others, inclusiveness, individual differences, and 
appropriate behavior. We believe that ethics and values are essential in a principled community, and expect 
behavior that upholds the dignity and self-worth of all community members.  

In order to reinforce these beliefs, AIS-R has defined what it means to be an AIS-R Eagle: Ethical, Adaptable, 
Global, Learning, and Environmental. AIS-R students are expected to live these dispositions, and avoid 
behaviors that are inconsistent with their spirit and meaning.  

Together, these five overarching characteristics comprise AIS-R’s Honor Code, and students are reminded of 
this code in many different ways throughout the year. The goal of the AIS-R Honor Code is to “educate and 
inspire our students to be responsible, productive, and ethical world citizens,” perhaps one of the most 
important components of AIS-R’s Mission.  

Parents and students are encouraged to discuss the AIS-R Honor Code on their own, and to always strive to 
be an AIS-R Eagle no matter where life takes you. 
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School Contact Information  

 
 

P.O. Box 990 
Riyadh 11421 
Saudi Arabia 

 
Tel: +966-11-459-7500 

 
Website: www.aisr.org 

 
Email: ltrimm@ais.org 
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DP Artwork 
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