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​Archived Sermon Notes 
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​​___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
​ 

June 22, 2025​   Jay Noll preaching 

​I Corinthians 13:1-3 

If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a 
clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and 
if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess 
to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast,[b] but do not have love, I gain 
nothing. 

I Peter 5:8​
8 Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for 
someone to devour. 

John 13:35​
35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another. 

 

Now about the collection for the Lord’s people: Do what I told the Galatian churches to do. 2 On the 
first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with your 
income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made. 3 Then, when I arrive, I 
will give letters of introduction to the men you approve and send them with your gift to Jerusalem. 4 If 
it seems advisable for me to go also, they will accompany me. 

5 After I go through Macedonia, I will come to you—for I will be going through Macedonia. 6 Perhaps I 
will stay with you for a while, or even spend the winter, so that you can help me on my journey, 
wherever I go. 7 For I do not want to see you now and make only a passing visit; I hope to spend 
some time with you, if the Lord permits. 8 But I will stay on at Ephesus until Pentecost, 9 because a 
great door for effective work has opened to me, and there are many who oppose me. 

        10 When Timothy comes, see to it that he has nothing to fear while he is with you, for he is 
carrying on the work of the Lord, just as I am. 11 No one, then, should treat him with contempt. Send 
him on his way in peace so that he may return to me. I am expecting him along with the brothers. 

         12 Now about our brother Apollos: I strongly urged him to go to you with the brothers. He was 
quite unwilling to go now, but he will go when he has the opportunity. 

        13 Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong. 14 Do everything in love. 

         15 You know that the household of Stephanas were the first converts in Achaia, and they have 
devoted themselves to the service of the Lord’s people. I urge you, brothers and sisters, 16 to submit 
to such people and to everyone who joins in the work and labors at it. 17 I was glad when Stephanas, 
Fortunatus and Achaicus arrived, because they have supplied what was lacking from you. 18 For they 
refreshed my spirit and yours also. Such men deserve recognition. 



19 The churches in the province of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and Priscilla greet you warmly in 
the Lord, and so does the church that meets at their house. 20 All the brothers and sisters here send 
you greetings. Greet one another with a holy kiss. 

21 I, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand. 

22 If anyone does not love the Lord, let that person be cursed! Come, Lord! 

23 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. 

24 My love to all of you in Christ Jesus. Amen.​​​ 

​​ 

​​​____________________________________________________________________ 

Sunday, June 15, 2025​​ ​
Pastor Stephanie Allen 

I Corinthians 12:7-11 ​
7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is 
given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the 
same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to 
another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another 
speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these 
are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines.  

​ 

I Corinthians 14:1-5 ​
Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy. 2 For anyone who 
speaks in a tongue does not speak to people but to God. Indeed, no one understands them; they 
utter mysteries by the Spirit. 3 But the one who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, 
encouraging and comfort. 4 Anyone who speaks in a tongue edifies themselves, but the one who 
prophesies edifies the church. 5 I would like every one of you to speak in tongues, but I would rather 
have you prophesy. The one who prophesies is greater than the one who speaks in tongues, unless 
someone interprets, so that the church may be edified.  

​ 

I Corinthians 14:20-25 ​
20 Brothers and sisters, stop thinking like children. In regard to evil be infants, but in your thinking be 
adults. 21 In the Law it is written:  

“With other tongues  

and through the lips of foreigners ​
I will speak to this people, ​
  but even then they will not listen to me, ​
says the Lord.”  

22 Tongues, then, are a sign, not for believers but for unbelievers; prophecy, however, is not for 
unbelievers but for believers. 23 So if the whole church comes together and everyone speaks in 
tongues, and inquirers or unbelievers come in, will they not say that you are out of your mind? 24 But 



if an unbeliever or an inquirer comes in while everyone is prophesying, they are convicted of sin and 
are brought under judgment by all, 25 as the secrets of their hearts are laid bare. So they will fall 
down and worship God, exclaiming, “God is really among you!”  

​ 

I Corinthians 14:26-28 ​
26 What then shall we say, brothers and sisters? When you come together, each of you has a hymn, 
or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. Everything must be done so that 
the church may be built up. 27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, two—or at the most three—should 
speak, one at a time, and someone must interpret. 28 If there is no interpreter, the speaker should 
keep quiet in the church and speak to himself and to God.  

I Corinthians 14:34-40 ​
34 Women should remain silent in the churches. They are not allowed to speak, but must be in 
submission, as the law says. 35 If they want to inquire about something, they should ask their own 
husbands at home; for it is disgraceful for a woman to speak in the church.  

36 Or did the word of God originate with you? Or are you the only people it has reached? 37 If 
anyone thinks they are a prophet or otherwise gifted by the Spirit, let them acknowledge that what I 
am writing to you is the Lord’s command. 38 But if anyone ignores this, they will themselves be 
ignored.  

39 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, be eager to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues. 
40 But everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way.  

​Romans 16:1-2 ​
I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon of the church in Cenchreae. 2 I ask you to receive her 
in the Lord in a way worthy of his people and to give her any help she may need from you, for she 
has been the benefactor of many people, including me.  

Romans 16:3-4 ​
3 Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my co-workers in Christ Jesus. 4 They risked their lives for me. Not only I 
but all the churches of the Gentiles are grateful to them.  

Acts 18:2 ​
2 There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his 
wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome.  

​I Timothy 3:4-5  

He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him, and he must do so in a 
manner worthy of full respect. 5 (If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he 
take care of God’s church?  

​ 

Romans 16:12  

Greet my dear friend Persis, another woman who has worked very hard in the Lord.  

​ 

Proverbs 29:25  



“Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the Lord is kept safe.”  

​ 

Quotes used in sermon: 

"It is sometimes mentioned that sexual immorality was so bad in Corinth that it coined new words 
reflecting its seedy reputation. Liddell, Scott, and Jones, in the exhaustive Greek lexicon, have an 
entry for the verb korinthiazomai (“Corinthianize”). They give the meaning of this verb as “practise 
fornication” with the explanation, “because Corinth was famous for its courtesans.”  

The Sanctuary of Aphrodite at Corinth was so rich that it had possessed more than a thousand 
temple slaves (hierodoulai), courtesans (hetairai), whom both men and women used to dedicate to 
the goddess. " (Strabo, Geography, 8.6.20)  

​ 

“Politics and pandemic have stressed many congregations past the breaking point. It might seem 
easier to look for a church where everyone think, votes, and sins the same way you do. It’s better for 
your spiritual growth, however, to hunker down in a fellowship of differents.   

To honor people whose abilities differ from you  

To hope all things in love  

To maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace  

To respect the zealot or tax collector sitting next to you  

You want to find a church that grabs your attention. Find a church that looks like the world to come.” 

(Rediscover Church) 

​ 

“The body is a fellowship of differents. We are not alike, and we need each other. We have not been 
gifted the same ways, and that’s how God intended it for our good. We confess the same belief in 
Jesus Christ, we enjoy a diversity of experiences. This is God’s vision for the church that we must 
discover. This model does not offer the fastest way to build the largest church. But it is the most 
durable way to build a healthy church. (Rediscover Church p.109)  

​Questions to go back to God with for reflection during the week. 

Two of the many ways that the Body of Christ aids each other iis in:  

1.​ Use of our spiritual gifts  
2.​ Influence over one another   

How is God calling you to consider both at MBC? In our covenant with one another, how do we aid in 
use of our spiritual gifts for the body (and out into the world) AND use our gifts in the world.  

Who are we letting speak into our lives (discipling us) AND who are we speaking into (we disciple)? 

 



 
​ 
​ 
​​________________________________________________________________________________
________ 
Sunday, June 15, 2025​​ 
I Corinthians 12:7-11  
7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is 
given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the 
same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to 
another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another 
speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these 
are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines.  
​ 
I Corinthians 14:1-5  
Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy. 2 For anyone who 
speaks in a tongue does not speak to people but to God. Indeed, no one understands them; they 
utter mysteries by the Spirit. 3 But the one who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, 
encouraging and comfort. 4 Anyone who speaks in a tongue edifies themselves, but the one who 
prophesies edifies the church. 5 I would like every one of you to speak in tongues, but I would rather 
have you prophesy. The one who prophesies is greater than the one who speaks in tongues, unless 
someone interprets, so that the church may be edified.  
​ 
I Corinthians 14:20-25  
20 Brothers and sisters, stop thinking like children. In regard to evil be infants, but in your thinking be 
adults. 21 In the Law it is written:  
“With other tongues ​
  and through the lips of foreigners ​
I will speak to this people, ​
  but even then they will not listen to me, ​
says the Lord.”  
22 Tongues, then, are a sign, not for believers but for unbelievers; prophecy, however, is not for 
unbelievers but for believers. 23 So if the whole church comes together and everyone speaks in 
tongues, and inquirers or unbelievers come in, will they not say that you are out of your mind? 24 But 
if an unbeliever or an inquirer comes in while everyone is prophesying, they are convicted of sin and 
are brought under judgment by all, 25 as the secrets of their hearts are laid bare. So they will fall 
down and worship God, exclaiming, “God is really among you!”  
​ 
I Corinthians 14:26-28  
26 What then shall we say, brothers and sisters? When you come together, each of you has a hymn, 
or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. Everything must be done so that 
the church may be built up. 27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, two—or at the most three—should 
speak, one at a time, and someone must interpret. 28 If there is no interpreter, the speaker should 
keep quiet in the church and speak to himself and to God.  
​ 
I Corinthians 14:34-40  
34 Women should remain silent in the churches. They are not allowed to speak, but must be in 
submission, as the law says. 35 If they want to inquire about something, they should ask their own 
husbands at home; for it is disgraceful for a woman to speak in the church.  



36 Or did the word of God originate with you? Or are you the only people it has reached? 37 If 
anyone thinks they are a prophet or otherwise gifted by the Spirit, let them acknowledge that what I 
am writing to you is the Lord’s command. 38 But if anyone ignores this, they will themselves be 
ignored.  
39 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, be eager to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues. 
40 But everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way.  
​ 
Romans 16:1-2  
I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon of the church in Cenchreae. 2 I ask you to receive her 
in the Lord in a way worthy of his people and to give her any help she may need from you, for she 
has been the benefactor of many people, including me.  
​ 
Romans 16:3-4  
3 Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my co-workers in Christ Jesus. 4 They risked their lives for me. Not only I 
but all the churches of the Gentiles are grateful to them.  
​ 
Acts 18:2  
2 There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his 
wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome.  
​ 
I Timothy 3:4-5  
He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him, and he must do so in a 
manner worthy of full respect. 5 (If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he 
take care of God’s church?  
​ 
Romans 16:12  
Greet my dear friend Persis, another woman who has worked very hard in the Lord.  
​ 
Proverbs 29:25  
“Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the Lord is kept safe.”  
​ 
Quotes used in sermon: 
"It is sometimes mentioned that sexual immorality was so bad in Corinth that it coined new words 
reflecting its seedy reputation. Liddell, Scott, and Jones, in the exhaustive Greek lexicon, have an 
entry for the verb korinthiazomai (“Corinthianize”). They give the meaning of this verb as “practise 
fornication” with the explanation, “because Corinth was famous for its courtesans.”  
The Sanctuary of Aphrodite at Corinth was so rich that it had possessed more than a thousand 
temple slaves (hierodoulai), courtesans (hetairai), whom both men and women used to dedicate to 
the goddess. " (Strabo, Geography, 8.6.20)  
​ 
“Politics and pandemic have stressed many congregations past the breaking point. It might seem 
easier to look for a church where everyone think, votes, and sins the same way you do. It’s better for 
your spiritual growth, however, to hunker down in a fellowship of differents.   
To honor people whose abilities differ from you  
To hope all things in love  
To maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace  
To respect the zealot or tax collector sitting next to you  
You want to find a church that grabs your attention. Find a church that looks like the world to come.” 
(Rediscover Church) 
​ 



“The body is a fellowship of differents. We are not alike, and we need each other. We have not been 
gifted the same ways, and that’s how God intended it for our good. We confess the same belief in 
Jesus Christ, we enjoy a diversity of experiences. This is God’s vision for the church that we must 
discover. This model does not offer the fastest way to build the largest church. But it is the most 
durable way to build a healthy church. (Rediscover Church p.109)  
​ 
Questions to go back to God with for reflection during the week. 
Two of the many ways that the Body of Christ aids each other iis in:  

1.​ Use of our spiritual gifts  
2.​ Influence over one another   

How is God calling you to consider both at MBC? In our covenant with one another, how do we aid in 
use of our spiritual gifts for the body (and out into the world) AND use our gifts in the world.  
Who are we letting speak into our lives (discipling us) AND who are we speaking into (we disciple)? 
​ 
​ 
​ 
Previous Passages from other weeks........ 
​ 
God's Word​
Scriptures used: 
​ 
Romans 3:28 
28 For we maintain that a person is justified by faith apart from the works of the law. Romans 3:28 
 
II Chronicles 7:14   
14 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and 
turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their 
land.  
 
II Timothy 3:16-17  
16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  
 
II Timothy 2:8-9 
8 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel, 9 for 
which I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But God’s word is not chained. 
  
 
Hebrews 4:12  
12 For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even 
to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.  
 
Romans 5:3-4  
3 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope.  
 
Joshua 1:9:​
"Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be 
with you wherever you go"   
 



Psalm 23:4: "The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want"  
 
Psalm 94:19:​
"When anxieties overwhelmed me, you comforted and soothed me"  
 
1 Peter 5:7:​
"Throw all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you"  
 
Psalm 46:1:​
"God is our refuge and strength, ​
    an ever-present help in trouble. "  
 
Zechariah 10:1-2  
Ask the Lord for rain in the springtime; ​
    it is the Lord who sends the thunderstorms. ​
He gives showers of rain to all people, ​
    and plants of the field to everyone. ​
2 The idols speak deceitfully, ​
    diviners see visions that lie; ​
they tell dreams that are false, ​
    they give comfort in vain.  
 
Deuteronomy 31:8-9 
The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do 
not be afraid; do not be discouraged.  
 
1 Thessalonians 1:9: 
"When you came to faith in Jesus Christ, you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God"  
Therefore the people wander like sheep oppressed for lack of a shepherd.  
3 “My anger burns against the shepherds, ​
    and I will punish the leaders; ​
for the Lord Almighty will care ​
    for his flock, the people of Judah, ​
    and make them like a proud horse in battle.  
 
John 10:11-15   
11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand 
is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the 
sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because 
he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep 
and my sheep know me— 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my 
life for the sheep.  
 
Zechariah 10:4 ​
4 From Judah will come the cornerstone, ​
    from him the tent peg, ​
from him the battle bow, ​
    from him every ruler.  
 



Ephesians 2:20-22  
"Having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the 
chief cornerstone"  
 
Isaiah 28:16  
"Behold, I am the one who has laid as a foundation in Zion, a stone, a tested stone, a precious 
cornerstone, of a sure foundation"   
 
Acts 4:11  
"This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone"   
​ 
John 8:31-32  
31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my 
disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”.   
 
Zechariah 10:5-6 ​
5 Together they will be like warriors in battle ​
    trampling their enemy into the mud of the streets. ​
They will fight because the Lord is with them, ​
    and they will put the enemy horsemen to shame.  
6 “I will strengthen Judah ​
    and save the tribes of Joseph. ​
I will restore them ​
    because I have compassion on them. ​
They will be as though ​
    I had not rejected them, ​
for I am the Lord their God ​
    and I will answer them.  
Colossians 3:3  
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you 
died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then 
you also will appear with him in glory.  
 
Zechariah 10:7 ​
7 The Ephraimites will become like warriors, ​
    and their hearts will be glad as with wine.   
Their children will see it and be joyful; ​
    their hearts will rejoice in the Lord.  
 
John 15:11:   
"These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full"  
Philippians 4:4: "Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice"  
Nehemiah 8:10: "Do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength"  
Psalm 30:5: "For his anger lasts only a moment, but his favor lasts a lifetime; weeping may stay for 
the night, but rejoicing comes in the morning"  
 
Zechairah 10:8  
8 I will signal for them ​
    and gather them in. ​



Surely I will redeem them; ​
    they will be as numerous as before.  
 
Galatians 2:20  
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the 
body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.  
 
Zechariah 10:9 ​
9 Though I scatter them among the peoples, ​
    yet in distant lands they will remember me. ​
They and their children will survive, ​
    and they will return.  
Malachi 3:7  
Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord Almighty.  
 
Zechariah 10:10  
10 I will bring them back from Egypt ​
    and gather them from Assyria. ​
I will bring them to Gilead and Lebanon, ​
    and there will not be room enough for them.  
 
Deuteronomy 30:4  
 4 Even if you have been banished to the most distant land under the heavens, from there the Lord 
your God will gather you and bring you back.  
 
Zechariah 10:11-12  
11 They will pass through the sea of trouble; ​
    the surging sea will be subdued ​
    and all the depths of the Nile will dry up. ​
Assyria’s pride will be brought down ​
    and Egypt’s scepter will pass away ​
12 I will strengthen them in the Lord ​
    and in his name they will live securely,” ​
declares the Lord.  
 
Exodus 15:2: 
"The Lord is my strength and my defense; he has become my salvation. He is my God, and I will 
praise him, my father's God, and I will exalt him".  
 
Psalm 28:7-8: 
"The LORD is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him, and he helps me".  
 
Psalm 73:26: 
"My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever".  
 
Psalm 118:14: 
"The LORD is my strength and my defense; he has become my salvation".  
 
Psalm 121:1-3: 



"I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence comes my help. My help comes from the Lord, 
which made heaven and earth".  
 
Romans 8:28-32  
28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been 
called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 
the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 And those 
he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.  
31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 
He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, 
graciously give us all things?  
​ 
Sunday, June 9 
Promises of God: Anchor​
Hebrews 6  
​ 
Question to pray through and take to God all week:​
What or Who are you anchored to?   
​ 
Hebrews 6:1  Therefore let us move beyond the elementary teachings about Christ and be taken 
forward to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of 
faith in God, 2 instruction about cleansing rites, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, 
and eternal judgment. 3 And God permitting, we will do so.  
​ 
17 Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to the heirs of what 
was promised, he confirmed it with an oath. 18 God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in 
which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope set before us may be 
greatly encouraged. 19 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the 
inner sanctuary behind the curtain, 20 where our forerunner, Jesus, has entered on our behalf. He 
has become a high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.  
​ 
“Fearing that we would be dashed against the rocks, they dropped four anchors from the stern and 
prayed for daylight.” (Acts 27:29)  
​ 
Ephesians 4:14-16​
14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there 
by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 15 
Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him 
who is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every 
supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.  
​ 
Sunday, April 14, 2024 
God's Faithfulness​
Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, ​
for he who promised is faithful.   (Hebrews 10:23)  
 
Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens, your faithfulness to the clouds.   (Psalm 36:5)  
 
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness.  (Lamentations 3:22-23)  



 
Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it ​
is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war.   (Revelation 19:11)  
 
God's Justice​
Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great, but judge your 
neighbor fairly.  (Leviticus 19:15) 
​ 
The Lord loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of his unfailing love. (Psalm 33:5) 
​ 
(Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute. Speak 
up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy.  (Proverbs 31:8-9)  
 
A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out.  In faithfulness he will 
bring forth justice; he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth.  (Isaiah 
42:3-4) 
 
He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and 
to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.  (Micah 6:8) 
_______________ 
Justice looks at the systemic barriers to thriving, at the misuse of power that exploits people’s lives, 
labor, and dignity. This means that justice is intricately tied to power and seeks to repair harm and 
inequities. Powerful people (that often includes all of us!) command society’s political and economic 
resources, and utilize them to maintain power.  ​
         Specifically, there were four main areas the first church was seen as supporting biblical justice: ​
         They were sold out for racial justice. ​
         They were deeply concerned about the poor and the marginalized.​
         They were committed to the idea that sex was designed by God​
         They spoke up for the powerless and vulnerable. 
​ 
________________________________________________ 
Sunday, February 18, 2024 
1 To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings who also will 
share in the glory to be revealed:  
2 Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over them—not because you must, 
but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to 
serve;  
3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock.  
4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade 
away.  
_______________ 
After Cain has killed his brother, God asks him where Able is and he responds:  
“I don’t know,” he replied. “Am I my brother’s keeper?”  
_______________ 
Isaiah 61:1 ​
The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, ​
    because the Lord has anointed me ​
    to proclaim good news to the poor.  
“Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”  
_______________ 



II Corinthians 4:18:  
 18 There's far more here than meets the eye. The things we see now are here today, gone tomorrow. 
But the things we can't see now will last forever. 18 So we do not focus on what is seen, but on what 
is unseen; for what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.  
_______________ 
Matthew 17:5-6 
5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is 
my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!” ​
6 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified.  
_______________ 
Matthew 17:10-13 
10 The disciples asked him, “Why then do the teachers of the law say that Elijah must come first?” ​
11 Jesus replied, “To be sure, Elijah comes and will restore all things. 12 But I tell you, Elijah has 
already come, and they did not recognize him, but have done to him everything they wished. In the 
same way the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands.” 13 Then the disciples understood that he 
was talking to them about John the Baptist. 
​ 
​ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Sunday, December 24, 2023 
Song referenced in sermon:  "Your Peace Will Make Us One" - Words by Audrey Assad 
​ 
Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord​
You are speaking truth to power, you are laying down our swords​
Replanting every vineyard 'til a brand new wine is poured​
Your peace will make us one 
I've seen you in our home fires burning with a quiet light​
You are mothering and feeding in the wee hours of the night​
Your gentle love is patient, you will never fade or tire​
Your peace will make us one 
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!​
Your peace will make us one 
In the beauty of the lilies, you were born across the sea​
With a glory in your bosom that is still transfiguring​
Dismantling our empires 'til each one of us is free​
Your peace will make us one 
 
CS Lewis quote: 
“Imagine yourself as a living house. God comes in to rebuild that house. At first, perhaps, you can 
understand what He is doing. He is getting the drains right and stopping the leaks in the roof and so 
on; you knew that those jobs needed doing and so you are not surprised. But presently He starts 
knocking the house about in a way that hurts abominably and does not seem to make any sense. 
What on earth is He up to? The explanation is that He is building quite a different house from the one 
you thought of - throwing out a new wing here, putting on an extra floor there, running up towers, 
making courtyards. You thought you were being made into a decent little cottage: but He is building a 
palace. He intends to come and live in it Himself.”​
― C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 
​ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Sunday, September 3, 2023 



The religious community, particularly the Pharisees, believed the Jewish people were to be God's 
instruments on earth, from whom the Messiah would come to institute that glorious age when Israel 
would be a great and free nation. Many others, especially the secular community and apparently 
some of the Sadducees, noted the present reality of the rule of Rome and determined that 
cooperation was the best policy. The tyrannical rule of Rome and the paganism of its religious and 
Hellenistic culture heightened the contrast between the situation at hand and the messianic hopes. 
This difference produced increasing fragmentation of the people, and several movements developed 
in response.  
(https://www.thattheworldmayknow.com/the-jewish-revolts)  
 
Matthew 20:26:  
26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant  
​ 
​ 
​ 
Previous Passages from other weeks........ 
​ 
God's Word​
Scriptures used: 
​ 
Romans 3:28 
28 For we maintain that a person is justified by faith apart from the works of the law. Romans 3:28 
 
II Chronicles 7:14   
14 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and 
turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their 
land.  
 
II Timothy 3:16-17  
16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  
 
II Timothy 2:8-9 
8 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel, 9 for 
which I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But God’s word is not chained. 
  
 
Hebrews 4:12  
12 For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even 
to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.  
 
Romans 5:3-4  
3 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope.  
 
Joshua 1:9:​
"Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be 
with you wherever you go"   
 
Psalm 23:4: "The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want"  



 
Psalm 94:19:​
"When anxieties overwhelmed me, you comforted and soothed me"  
 
1 Peter 5:7:​
"Throw all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you"  
 
Psalm 46:1:​
"God is our refuge and strength, ​
    an ever-present help in trouble. "  
 
Zechariah 10:1-2  
Ask the Lord for rain in the springtime; ​
    it is the Lord who sends the thunderstorms. ​
He gives showers of rain to all people, ​
    and plants of the field to everyone. ​
2 The idols speak deceitfully, ​
    diviners see visions that lie; ​
they tell dreams that are false, ​
    they give comfort in vain.  
 
Deuteronomy 31:8-9 
The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do 
not be afraid; do not be discouraged.  
 
1 Thessalonians 1:9: 
"When you came to faith in Jesus Christ, you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God"  
Therefore the people wander like sheep oppressed for lack of a shepherd.  
3 “My anger burns against the shepherds, ​
    and I will punish the leaders; ​
for the Lord Almighty will care ​
    for his flock, the people of Judah, ​
    and make them like a proud horse in battle.  
 
John 10:11-15   
11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand 
is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the 
sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because 
he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep 
and my sheep know me— 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my 
life for the sheep.  
 
Zechariah 10:4 ​
4 From Judah will come the cornerstone, ​
    from him the tent peg, ​
from him the battle bow, ​
    from him every ruler.  
 
Ephesians 2:20-22  



"Having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the 
chief cornerstone"  
 
Isaiah 28:16  
"Behold, I am the one who has laid as a foundation in Zion, a stone, a tested stone, a precious 
cornerstone, of a sure foundation"   
 
Acts 4:11  
"This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone"   
​ 
John 8:31-32  
31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my 
disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”.   
 
Zechariah 10:5-6 ​
5 Together they will be like warriors in battle ​
    trampling their enemy into the mud of the streets. ​
They will fight because the Lord is with them, ​
    and they will put the enemy horsemen to shame.  
6 “I will strengthen Judah ​
    and save the tribes of Joseph. ​
I will restore them ​
    because I have compassion on them. ​
They will be as though ​
    I had not rejected them, ​
for I am the Lord their God ​
    and I will answer them.  
Colossians 3:3  
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you 
died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then 
you also will appear with him in glory.  
 
Zechariah 10:7 ​
7 The Ephraimites will become like warriors, ​
    and their hearts will be glad as with wine.   
Their children will see it and be joyful; ​
    their hearts will rejoice in the Lord.  
 
John 15:11:   
"These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full"  
Philippians 4:4: "Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice"  
Nehemiah 8:10: "Do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength"  
Psalm 30:5: "For his anger lasts only a moment, but his favor lasts a lifetime; weeping may stay for 
the night, but rejoicing comes in the morning"  
 
Zechairah 10:8  
8 I will signal for them ​
    and gather them in. ​



Surely I will redeem them; ​
    they will be as numerous as before.  
 
Galatians 2:20  
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the 
body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.  
 
Zechariah 10:9 ​
9 Though I scatter them among the peoples, ​
    yet in distant lands they will remember me. ​
They and their children will survive, ​
    and they will return.  
Malachi 3:7  
Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord Almighty.  
 
Zechariah 10:10  
10 I will bring them back from Egypt ​
    and gather them from Assyria. ​
I will bring them to Gilead and Lebanon, ​
    and there will not be room enough for them.  
 
Deuteronomy 30:4  
 4 Even if you have been banished to the most distant land under the heavens, from there the Lord 
your God will gather you and bring you back.  
 
Zechariah 10:11-12  
11 They will pass through the sea of trouble; ​
    the surging sea will be subdued ​
    and all the depths of the Nile will dry up. ​
Assyria’s pride will be brought down ​
    and Egypt’s scepter will pass away ​
12 I will strengthen them in the Lord ​
    and in his name they will live securely,” ​
declares the Lord.  
 
Exodus 15:2: 
"The Lord is my strength and my defense; he has become my salvation. He is my God, and I will 
praise him, my father's God, and I will exalt him".  
 
Psalm 28:7-8: 
"The LORD is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him, and he helps me".  
 
Psalm 73:26: 
"My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever".  
 
Psalm 118:14: 
"The LORD is my strength and my defense; he has become my salvation".  
 
Psalm 121:1-3: 



"I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence comes my help. My help comes from the Lord, 
which made heaven and earth".  
 
Romans 8:28-32  
28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been 
called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 
the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 And those 
he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.  
31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 
He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, 
graciously give us all things?  
​ 
Sunday, June 9 
Promises of God: Anchor​
Hebrews 6  
​ 
Question to pray through and take to God all week:​
What or Who are you anchored to?   
​ 
Hebrews 6:1  Therefore let us move beyond the elementary teachings about Christ and be taken 
forward to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of 
faith in God, 2 instruction about cleansing rites, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, 
and eternal judgment. 3 And God permitting, we will do so.  
​ 
17 Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to the heirs of what 
was promised, he confirmed it with an oath. 18 God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in 
which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope set before us may be 
greatly encouraged. 19 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the 
inner sanctuary behind the curtain, 20 where our forerunner, Jesus, has entered on our behalf. He 
has become a high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.  
​ 
“Fearing that we would be dashed against the rocks, they dropped four anchors from the stern and 
prayed for daylight.” (Acts 27:29)  
​ 
Ephesians 4:14-16​
14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there 
by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 15 
Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him 
who is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every 
supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.  
​ 
Sunday, April 14, 2024 
God's Faithfulness​
Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, ​
for he who promised is faithful.   (Hebrews 10:23)  
 
Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens, your faithfulness to the clouds.   (Psalm 36:5)  
 
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness.  (Lamentations 3:22-23)  



 
Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it ​
is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war.   (Revelation 19:11)  
 
God's Justice​
Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great, but judge your 
neighbor fairly.  (Leviticus 19:15) 
​ 
The Lord loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of his unfailing love. (Psalm 33:5) 
​ 
(Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute. Speak 
up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy.  (Proverbs 31:8-9)  
 
A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out.  In faithfulness he will 
bring forth justice; he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth.  (Isaiah 
42:3-4) 
 
He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and 
to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.  (Micah 6:8) 
_______________ 
Justice looks at the systemic barriers to thriving, at the misuse of power that exploits people’s lives, 
labor, and dignity. This means that justice is intricately tied to power and seeks to repair harm and 
inequities. Powerful people (that often includes all of us!) command society’s political and economic 
resources, and utilize them to maintain power.  ​
         Specifically, there were four main areas the first church was seen as supporting biblical justice: ​
         They were sold out for racial justice. ​
         They were deeply concerned about the poor and the marginalized.​
         They were committed to the idea that sex was designed by God​
         They spoke up for the powerless and vulnerable. 
​ 
________________________________________________ 
Sunday, February 18, 2024 
1 To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings who also will 
share in the glory to be revealed:  
2 Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over them—not because you must, 
but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to 
serve;  
3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock.  
4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade 
away.  
_______________ 
After Cain has killed his brother, God asks him where Able is and he responds:  
“I don’t know,” he replied. “Am I my brother’s keeper?”  
_______________ 
Isaiah 61:1 ​
The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, ​
    because the Lord has anointed me ​
    to proclaim good news to the poor.  
“Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”  
_______________ 



II Corinthians 4:18:  
 18 There's far more here than meets the eye. The things we see now are here today, gone tomorrow. 
But the things we can't see now will last forever. 18 So we do not focus on what is seen, but on what 
is unseen; for what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.  
_______________ 
Matthew 17:5-6 
5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is 
my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!” ​
6 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified.  
_______________ 
Matthew 17:10-13 
10 The disciples asked him, “Why then do the teachers of the law say that Elijah must come first?” ​
11 Jesus replied, “To be sure, Elijah comes and will restore all things. 12 But I tell you, Elijah has 
already come, and they did not recognize him, but have done to him everything they wished. In the 
same way the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands.” 13 Then the disciples understood that he 
was talking to them about John the Baptist. 
​ 
​ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Sunday, December 24, 2023 
Song referenced in sermon:  "Your Peace Will Make Us One" - Words by Audrey Assad 
​ 
Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord​
You are speaking truth to power, you are laying down our swords​
Replanting every vineyard 'til a brand new wine is poured​
Your peace will make us one 
I've seen you in our home fires burning with a quiet light​
You are mothering and feeding in the wee hours of the night​
Your gentle love is patient, you will never fade or tire​
Your peace will make us one 
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!​
Your peace will make us one 
In the beauty of the lilies, you were born across the sea​
With a glory in your bosom that is still transfiguring​
Dismantling our empires 'til each one of us is free​
Your peace will make us one 
 
CS Lewis quote: 
“Imagine yourself as a living house. God comes in to rebuild that house. At first, perhaps, you can 
understand what He is doing. He is getting the drains right and stopping the leaks in the roof and so 
on; you knew that those jobs needed doing and so you are not surprised. But presently He starts 
knocking the house about in a way that hurts abominably and does not seem to make any sense. 
What on earth is He up to? The explanation is that He is building quite a different house from the one 
you thought of - throwing out a new wing here, putting on an extra floor there, running up towers, 
making courtyards. You thought you were being made into a decent little cottage: but He is building a 
palace. He intends to come and live in it Himself.”​
― C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 
​ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Sunday, September 3, 2023 



The religious community, particularly the Pharisees, believed the Jewish people were to be God's 
instruments on earth, from whom the Messiah would come to institute that glorious age when Israel 
would be a great and free nation. Many others, especially the secular community and apparently 
some of the Sadducees, noted the present reality of the rule of Rome and determined that 
cooperation was the best policy. The tyrannical rule of Rome and the paganism of its religious and 
Hellenistic culture heightened the contrast between the situation at hand and the messianic hopes. 
This difference produced increasing fragmentation of the people, and several movements developed 
in response.  
(https://www.thattheworldmayknow.com/the-jewish-revolts)  
 
Matthew 20:26:  
26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant  
​ 
​ 
 


