
 
 

Love and Madness 1786:   
 
Letter LI  :  Pages 186-191 :  
 
Letter LI, refers to one of a sequence of imaginary letters between James Hackman, a soldier 
who became a clergyman, & Martha Ray, who was the mistress of the earl of Sandwich. She 
was shot by Hackman (her lover) as she was leaving Covent Garden in 1779.  
Letter LI  is a long letter, which stretches from p.140 to p.272 in  Love and Madness. I have 
broken the letter down into sets of pages containing key items. At the bottom of each set of 
pages is a link to take you to the next set of pages in sequence, or you can click the link below 
and return to the Croft contents page. 
 

Back to Herbert Croft Contents Page. 
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Chatterton contents :  Letter LI  : Five pages : 186-191 
 
           Continued from previous set of pages 181-186 

 
●​ p.186 :  View 

Croft points us to the Gentleman’s Magazine for September 1778 where, on page 403, 
he defends himself against ‘inconsistency.’ :  View 
QE! : A letter on the same page, dated the day before the Catcott signed letter, 
contains a mini bio of Chatterton and demonstrates why Chatterton couldn’t 
have written Rowley’s works. It is signed Bristoliensis, but is undoubtedly a 
Catcott concoction, but even here he gets the date of Chatterton’s death wrong. 
 

●​ p.187 :  View 
Croft uses logic to show Chatterton is the author of Rowley. 
Croft mentions the Monthly Review for May, 1777, again, which contains a letter from 
Catcott  :  View 
 

●​ p.188/9  :  View 
Croft points the reader to Warton’s The History of English Poetry, 1778, v2, 
p.159 :  View 
 

●​ p.190/1  :  View 
Croft lists the magazines and books referencing Chatterton & Rowley. 
He introduces the first letter from Chatterton to his mother : ‘Dear Mother, Here 
I am, safe, and in high spirits’ 
QE! :  The above letter is treated in the next set of pages. pp.191-193 : View 
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Page 191 

https://thomaschatterton.com/love-and-madness-herbert-croft#5th-edition-analysis
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13zr3N6Nyr8rI1fTNuwycSVGXHNQUropGx3GOSuglTYk/edit?usp=sharing
https://archive.org/details/s5id13414540/page/321/mode/1up?q=CATCOTT
https://books.google.ie/books?id=AUggAAAAMAAJ&pg=PA159#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13DTu2ixjUZYslnBWJ8CKNQWIPPAukpO7oRDn4lgIMr0/edit?usp=sharing


 
 
The letter headed Dear Mother, London, April 26, 1770, is treated in the next set of pages. 

End : or go to next set of Pages:  pp.191-193 :  View 
 
    

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/13DTu2ixjUZYslnBWJ8CKNQWIPPAukpO7oRDn4lgIMr0/edit?usp=sharing

