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RumorGuard Guide: 2024-25 school year

Overview

RumorGuard example slides are a classroom-ready resource that supplements The Sift, the News Literacy
Project’s weekly newsletter for educators. These slides use real trending examples of misinformation to guide
students through the fact-checking process. Students get to see how reporters fact-check claims, learn news
literacy skills and become encouraged to put those skills into practice.

RumorGuard example slides: List of resources

Click the hyperlinks to access each RumorGuard example slide:

1.

Sept. 9, 2024:

Example 1: Partisan accounts spread fabricated claims portraying Harris as a communist
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: Manipulated Content, Reverse Image Search, Confirmation Bias

Example 2: Viral falsehoods depict fake Venezuelan gang invasions in U.S. cities
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: False Context, Reverse Image Search

Sept. 16, 2024:

Example 1: False claim that immigrants are stealing and eating pets continues to spread
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: False Context, Evidence, Credible Sources

Sept. 23, 2024:

Example 1: Impostor post falsely claims Melania Trump filed for divorce
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: Impostor Content, Credible Sources

Example 2: Political ruse at Trump rally falsely shows KKK member in attendance
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: False Context, Confirmation Bias, Evidence

Sept. 30, 2024:
Example 1: Video altered to falsely show Harris slurring her speech
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: Evidence, Reverse Image Search, Credible Sources, Confirmation Bias

Example 2: JD Vance dogged by false rumors he rented pet to enhance image
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: Evidence, Reverse Image Search, Credible Sources, Confirmation Bias

Oct. 7, 2024:
Example 1: Old storm footage falsely labeled as Hurricane Helene
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides


https://www.rumorguard.org/post/partisan-accounts-spread-fabricated-claims-portraying-harris-as-a-communist?_ga=2.155472435.909167469.1747059193-789452328.1740150320
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Uhar3iuYJREq5Fu9ufrq9Mgprh2ZNSXNDRKsdu5kNLk/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/viral-falsehoods-depict-fake-venezuelan-gang-invasions-in-u-s-cities
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1qQmUoU0Qe_xCvRqAivQ3BuqlMyEQg5scNs2P6ItjsUA/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/false-claim-that-immigrants-are-stealing-and-eating-pets-continues-to-spread
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1mI3WMTJxuj7610xv_OqB8tje0RedfIWeV80hg2Xth5Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/impostor-post-falsely-claims-melania-trump-filed-for-divorce
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1EdSoPT3TgbvFzY7dalhUaPY8-_cOPc9slrohhzOw2zU/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/political-ruse-at-trump-rally-falsely-shows-kkk-member-in-attendance
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1pGpJwsYNAaUUTLkS851-OJMGuoLnmWATS7gz7BtHMVY/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/video-altered-to-falsely-show-harris-slurring-her-speech
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1O-Y9zJ25CMaFwz4RJ2Ms7gIIsCiBYT7rge21CN6RSI0/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/jd-vance-dogged-by-false-rumors-he-rented-pet-to-enhance-image
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rjJpEQJMWvUpH8MxsEjsGjA3C72wHq7hGFeYAWKyEwk/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/old-storm-footage-falsely-labeled-as-hurricane-helene
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rwOvLE-V9zPP6wNoSWi9PXA0Ce-9J6JNMllNRhvf5ZM/edit?usp=sharing
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Topics: False Context, Breaking News, Reverse Image Search

Oct. 21, 2024:

Example 1: Trump’s omission from Oregon voter pamphlet misconstrued online
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: False Context, Credible Sources, Evidence

Oct. 28, 2024:
Example 1: Dominion Voting’s logo altered to spread election fraud claims
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: Impostor Content, Conspiratorial Thinking, Credible Sources

Example 2: Video of Jimmy Carter ‘voting’ shared out of context with false fraud claims
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: False Context, Critical Thinking, Evidence, Reverse Image Search

Nov. 4, 2024:

Example 1: Viral video falsely claims to show Trump votes being destroyed
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: Conspiratorial Thinking, Evidence, Credible Sources

Example 2: No, states aren’t cheating if they don'’t have results on election night
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: Conspiratorial Thinking, Evidence, Sheer Assertion, Breaking News

Nov. 18, 2024:
Example 1: No, Musk’s Starlink wasn't used to alter vote tallies
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: Conspiratorial Thinking, Confirmation Bias, Credible Sources

Dec. 9, 2024:

Example 1: No, Pete Buttigieg didn’t spend billions for just a few electric vehicle charging stations
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: Credible Sources, Confirmation Bias, Critical Thinking

Dec. 16, 2024:
Example 1: False conspiracy links health care CEO death and Pelosi
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: Breaking News, Conspiratorial Thinking, Evidence

Jan. 13, 2025:

Example 1: Image of Temu warehouse fire is Al-generated
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: Al Image, Breaking News, Satire

Example 2: California fires spark falsehoods about water shortages
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: Evidence, Sheer Assertion, Credible Sources

Jan. 27, 2025:

Example 1: No, California isn’t using fleet of electric fire trucks to fight fires
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: Sheer Assertion, Credible Sources, Keyword Search

Example 2: No, Meta isn't making users follow Trump and Vance

Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides

Topics: Conspiratorial Thinking, Confirmation Bias, False Context, Evidence
Feb. 3, 2025:
Example 1: No, ICE is not offering $750 to report undocumented immigrants

Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides

Topics: False Context, Keyword Search, Credible Sources


https://www.rumorguard.org/post/trump-s-omission-from-oregon-voter-pamphlet-misconstrued-online?utm_medium=email&utm_source=the-sift&utm_campaign=the-sift-oct21-2024&nvep=&hmac=&emci=2c63254c-db8f-ef11-8474-000d3a98fa6b&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=&_ga=2.253437641.1723346308.1747152366-789452328.1740150320
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ISCgRLlXgmvNq3bCsvP_10P4QYOnWbQThOLbTtXGMvo/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/dominion-voting-s-logo-altered-to-spread-election-fraud-claims
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1yTVz1TpNSq7w3s70Yi-leo3I27u8sdgrZDq_wAKbtKs/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/video-of-jimmy-carter-voting-shared-out-of-context-with-false-fraud-claims
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1cT3GsnPYUoewJOTNhkbH3JsFxVxTWGqJxGPxv-8c_lY/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/viral-video-falsely-claims-to-show-trump-votes-being-destroyed
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16rAImjTLjIakRiJ7ULFZa71Cby7a3mZ2KvMYY69snaE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/no-states-aren-t-cheating-if-they-don-t-have-results-on-election-night
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/10qaJU9h9IiMcFPSVoAYdVn97FFDzi6awwcO4-Ey5hok/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/no-musk-s-starlink-wasn-t-used-to-alter-vote-tallies
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1fYWbqOB9oGAZkYiiUpq9qBiGtSYjJtZqxC6l2d7uQ1s/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/no-pete-buttigieg-didn-t-spend-billions-for-just-a-few-electric-vehicle-charging?_ga=2.239920704.2106367490.1746551148-789452328.1740150320
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1RXOq-lEGD1Cv29FQ6uQxvz9tiBGhctVEqVkAY3KfD08/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/false-conspiracy-links-health-care-ceo-death-and-pelosi
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/10szvl2iumwSsgIa6IbX85zPv9VWMbZGrwdoSEYFFzzs/edit?slide=id.p1#slide=id.p1
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/image-of-temu-warehouse-fire-is-ai-generated
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1sjRuf_nPGpCFgpxq7N6hEKsyPKJKJLCM-bQODv5JUag/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/california-fires-spark-falsehoods-about-water-shortages
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1NhSj0lCq1DmTgVNX0zxtfZ-YSAACI5qg-Tv7LP2NhHE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/no-california-isn-t-using-a-fleet-of-electric-fire-trucks-that-makes-it-harder-to
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1LMbSAZoaorKPRmedAQaeAAfSr2OdHz02BW_e-UlzPYY/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/no-meta-isn-t-making-users-follow-trump-and-vance
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1YQBg9f2qCuhBW9XBv7dKdA18NE22ZWYKQV4GlMAm0HM/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/no-ice-is-not-offering-usd750-to-report-undocumented-immigrants
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/12Cb8xHukIMl2QYn_Qi2Puaix-6i5oR-AP-zWk-fxAkQ/edit?usp=sharing
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Example 2: Photo altered to falsely show Trump supporter being detained by ICE
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: Manipulated Content, Reverse Image Search, Critical Observation

Feb. 10, 2025:

Example 1: No, Trump administration didn't alter U.S. flag on government websites
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: False Context, Confirmation Bias, Credible Sources

Example 2: No, USAID doesn't provide S8 million annually to fund Politico
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: False Context, Credible Sources, Confirmation Bias

Feb. 24, 2025:

Example 1: No, Elizabeth Warren didn’t say government spending should be secret
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: False Context, Inquiry Development, Credible Sources

Example 2: No, 20 million dead people are not receiving Social Security checks
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: Impostor Content, False Context

March 17, 2025:

Example 1: No, it's not true that only 6% of federal employees work in an office
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: False Context, Inquiry Development, Credible Sources

Example 2: No, Trump never said a president should be impeached if stocks fall
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: Impostor Content, False Context

March 31, 2025:

Example 1: No, NCAA coach Dawn Staley didn't reject fictional $10 million offer from Musk
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: Satire, Al-Generated Text, Sports

Example 2: Image showing hundreds of bears blocking entrance to Yellowstone is fake
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: Artificial Intelligence, Satire, Animals
April 7, 2025:
Example 1: Viral image of Pikachu at protest is Al-generated
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: Artificial Intelligence, Breaking News, Credible Sources

Example 2: No, Trump didn't make a social media announcement ending dual citizenship
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: Impostor Content, Credible Sources, Breaking News

April 14, 2025:

Example 1: No, Warren Buffett didn’t praise Trump for tariffs decision
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: Fake Quotes, Critical Thinking, Credible Sources

Example 2: Viral ‘Trump protest’ video actually shows 2021 NBA Finals watch party
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: False Context, Bandwagon Effect, Reverse Image Search

April 21, 2025:

Example 1: No, Cadbury didn’t stop using ‘Easter’ on its chocolate eggs
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: Critical Observation, Engagement Bait


https://www.rumorguard.org/post/photo-altered-to-falsely-show-trump-supporter-being-detained-by-ice
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1zPMtmgCmRk-lr_b2UbaU_i0WI23_5epvEW4KqgBsxvY/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/no-trump-administration-didn-t-alter-u-s-flag-on-government-websites
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1dV7uq1ZkoRpjE9GBh9-mWmto3b-LBlDbLAORALv91k0/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/no-usaid-doesn-t-provide-usd8-million-annually-to-fund-politico
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1r3UyVWw4OPfDF7b65x8Lc9vs8zbV7cHYTcEJFT7Cod0/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/no-elizabeth-warren-didn-t-say-government-spending-should-be-secret
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/12KpG0CX105fHINDk71C745ClkkxEvAYss7IZ2FRmrNI/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/no-20-million-dead-people-are-not-receiving-social-security-checks
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1QX0Pq5Is6GbIA1l2WR-cdsTDpb2CSTiD-RkOpNLKDNs/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/no-it-s-not-true-that-only-6-of-federal-employees-work-in-an-office
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_v6gcrcyLQhk3m3pLsI_-lhuQKRxOjYAfzHds9w-AwU/edit?slide=id.p1#slide=id.p1
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/no-trump-never-said-a-president-should-be-impeached-if-stocks-fall
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1yE6kPcXOl89AXAI9niLwjgaMNfKJHVO1-nxccgQyjUk/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/no-ncaa-coach-dawn-staley-didn-t-reject-fictional-usd10-million-offer-from-musk
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1QZrVanlR6HAdCZrstv3YkuatkHu16v1a7UrE6ZxYwUI/edit?slide=id.g345edd6add1_0_234#slide=id.g345edd6add1_0_234
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/image-showing-hundreds-of-bears-blocking-entrance-to-yellowstone-is-fake
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/15kJ_aCzTEd13VIei0oF_UE-R-VRGPV5-eNwcnpLnzG4/edit?slide=id.p1#slide=id.p1
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/viral-image-of-pikachu-at-protest-is-ai-generated
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1acA12oiqq5yeDRHOhuepmQ2sJaeQTzrr18sRL0Ao85Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/no-trump-didn-t-make-a-social-media-announcement-ending-dual-citizenship
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1SpQ16rO71FijHFQY1oMxQZM0qFIf3ODj6fhjMyoi1r4/edit?slide=id.p1#slide=id.p1
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/no-warren-buffett-didn-t-praise-trump-for-tariffs-decision
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_JbppC3pvyQW4P1nLAJDT4S01IwQ18gbrvAwyTQ7iwY/edit?slide=id.p1#slide=id.p1
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/viral-trump-protest-video-actually-shows-2021-nba-championship-watch-party
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1IgOwK6iLZJYMc6qC1BNzVJdXEfADNin8i4kLlrR-Luk/edit?slide=id.p1#slide=id.p1
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/no-cadbury-didn-t-stop-using-easter-on-its-chocolate-eggs
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Jrym_odfybAYOfuHAOY8IXnOFjSOXX_8vTW1Zgtl_rg/edit?slide=id.p1#slide=id.p1

Example 2: False posts about a missing child spread common online scam
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: Artificial Intelligence, Conspiratorial Thinking

22. April 28, 2025:
Example 1: No, Rep. Ocasio-Cortez’s nonexistent sister didn’t vandalize Tesla dealership
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: Satire, Confirmation Bias, Credible Sources

Example 2: D’Oh! 'The Simpsons' didn’t predict pope’s death
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: Artificial Intelligence, Conspiratorial Thinking
23. May 12, 2025:
Example 1: No, Peyton Manning didn’t leave gala to console crying child
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: Al, Credible Sources, Evidence

Example 2: No, a creature called ‘Sleeping Rose Mantis’ isn’t real”
Links: RumorGuard article / RumorGuard slides
Topics: Al, Credible Sources, Evidence


https://www.rumorguard.org/post/false-posts-about-a-missing-child-spread-common-online-scam
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_tv_zg37vX1j_VrHO7QzCuhIxIKOQFvy7e9A46B1oso/edit?slide=id.g34f1f21d3f1_0_31#slide=id.g34f1f21d3f1_0_31
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/no-rep-ocasio-cortez-s-nonexistent-sister-didn-t-vandalize-tesla-dealership
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tq6v-NY4rVom_gnJaxNDUrSg6Vvf0rNfUtShkHdbBjo/edit?slide=id.p1#slide=id.p1
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/d-oh-the-simpsons-didn-t-predict-pope-s-death
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1r8XtxufQf1BEZReIah-Qf1jtMm-N1pro7lLKIXt_wDE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/no-peyton-manning-didn-t-leave-gala-to-console-crying-child
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1TZs5HoGf-BlRPhT93fPdUwkDqhTOorY-PorgcSL_9F4/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/no-a-creature-called-sleeping-rose-mantis-isn-t-real
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Estzzy2fXtwbhN3P1qd0B1DMCggJi_S33I72vK9dIDc/edit?usp=sharing
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