
Senior Year College Checklist 

Early Senior Year: Get List, Letters, and Essay Ready. 

​ Make a list of schools to apply to. You can use this tracker to organize your list. :)  

​ To explore different colleges, check out this website. 

​ Create your Common App account if needed for applications.  

​ Request recommendation letters. You can fill out this brag sheet to give your recommenders. 

Give them at least 3 weeks to write the letter. 

​ 2 letters from teachers (1 of which is related to your area of academic interest)  

​ 1 letter from guidance counselor 

​ Send thank-you notes to recommendation writers. 

​ Start the essay drafting and revision process 2 months prior to the application deadline. 

​ Draft initial essay. 

​ Proofread essay for spelling and grammar. 

​ Have 2 people read your essay. 

​ Revise your essay. 

​ Proofread your revision. 

​ Create your FSA ID and have a parent/guardian create one as well. 

Fall of Senior Year: Make a Campus Visit. Apply for Financial Aid. 

​ Submit FAFSA® if eligible - opens Oct 1! 

​ Submit CSS PROFILE if needed. 

​ Make a note of the priority financial aid deadline. 

​ Make a note of the regular financial aid deadline. 

​ Start applying for scholarships (check the senior Google Classroom and the links on the last 

page) 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/16Aa0UccAugrJthPAtttmyCa2KcLFNgNbzCjBNbxgkm4/edit?usp=sharing
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search
https://www.commonapp.org/
https://www.commonapp.org/static/7bc36ad35601e024c5ba48dcef1292e2/Resource_FY_TeacherBragSheet_ENG_2025.06.25_1.pdf?_gl=1*1hjgohb*_up*MQ..*_ga*Mjc1MTY0MDY2LjE3NTQyMzE4NDg.*_ga_X3Q2122TWT*czE3NTQyMzE4NDckbzEkZzAkdDE3NTQyMzE4NDckajYwJGwwJGgw
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/get-help-paying-for-college/how-to-complete-the-css-profile


​ Submit college aid form if needed. 

​ Submit a state aid form if needed. 

​ Check the college's financial aid website to see if you need to submit any additional institution 

forms. 

Submit the Application. Pay Fees by Deadlines. 

​ Complete college application. 

​ Save copies of your application and application materials. 

​ Pay application fee. Submit an application fee waiver if eligible. 

​ Submit application. 

​ Request high school transcript to be sent. 

​ Request midyear grade report to be sent. 

​ Confirm receipt of application materials by checking your application status online. 

​ Send additional material if needed. 

​ Tell your school counselor that you applied. 

​ Receive letter from admissions office. 

Senior Spring: Make Your Selections. 

​ Apply for housing and meal plans, if applicable. 

​ Receive financial aid award letter. 

​ Accept financial aid offer. 

​ Notify whichever colleges you’re not planning to attend. 

​ Keep applying for scholarships! 

Scholarship Resources: 

● College Board  
○ Note: the College Board’s Opportunity Scholarship is now available for the class of 2026!  

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search#!welcome
https://opportunity.collegeboard.org/


● Scholarships 360  
● Bold.org  

○ Have to make an account  
○ Access to tons of specific scholarships for high school and college students ○ See this 
video for more information  

● Going Merry  
○ Have to make an account  
○ Includes local scholarships  

● Scholarships.com  
○ Have to make an account  
○ Good for niche scholarships  
○ Be careful not to click on ads  

● Fastweb  
○ Have to make an account  

● Scholarship tracker template (Google sheets)  

 

https://scholarships360.org
http://bold.org
https://www.goingmerry.com/
http://scholarships.com
https://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1lxFI7nNf67Rg8VRxl-qQhjHbkqut9jny7FXkcSUHtUQ/edit?usp=sharing
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