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T6 Lam tuyén thé nham chic Chu tich nudc Viét Nam tai Quéc HGi & Ha NGi ngay 22 thang
Nam nam 2024. © 2024 Nghia Duc/ National Assembly via AP Photo

Budc thing tién quyén luc cia Té6 Lam la chi dau cho chinh sach dan ap cang ngay cang
nang né va thu nghich cong nhién vdi cac quyén dan su va chinh tri cd ban cia chinh
quyén Viét Nam

MGt cudc dau da quyén luc ndi bd hiém cb & Viét Nam trong may thang viia qua da dan téi két
qua la mot sé lanh dao cao cap bi mat chic vi tham nhiing va tan chu tich nudc dugc bau ra, [a
cyu dai tudng cong an T6 Lam.

Nhung chinh phi cac quéc gia dan chd dang coi Viét nam la mot thi trudng hap dan va [a mét
lua chon thay thé cho Trung Quéc can canh giac. Khong hé la mot tin hiéu kha quan, budc
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thang ti€n quyén luc cia 6ng Lam la chi ddu cho mét chinh sach dan ap sé€ ngay cang nang ng,
tuyét d6i khong chap nhan tiéng ndéi phan bién va thu nghich cong khai véi cac quyén dan su
va chinh tri cd ban clia chinh quyén Viét Nam.

Trong vai tro ngugi ding dau B Cong an chuyén quyén ké tif thang Tu nam 2016, 6ng Lam da
suu tap du tai tiéng. H6i thang Mugi mot nam 2021 - khi ca nudc Viét Nam dang vat va véi dgt
cam tuc trong dich COVID-19 - thi xuat hién mdt doan video ghi canh dau bép nai tiéng
“Thanh Rac Mudi” bén miéng bit tét dat vang tri gia 2000 d6 la cho dng Ldm & Luan D6n. Doan
video dudc lan tda rat nhanh. Té hai hon, 6ng Lam tan hudng bifa tiéc phat thai carbon nay
trong khi dang dan dau doan dai biéu chinh thdc cta Viét Nam tham duy hoi nghi thugng dinh
vé khi hdu COP26 cua Lién Hiép Quéc & Glasgow.

Khong lau sau do, nha hoat ddng nhan quyén Bui Tudn Lam, ngudi da nhai khong khi bifa tiéc
trén mang xa hoi, bi két an nam nam rugi tu giam.

Nhung an miéng bit tét tri gia 2000 d6 la trong khi thu nhdp dau nguai binh quan & Viét Nam
chi ¢é 3,756 d6 la vao ndm 2021 chi la 16i nhe nhat ctia 6ng Lam. Ong ta d& [am nhiéu chuyén
té hai han nhiéu.

Nam nay da sdu mudi sau tudi, 6ng Lam gia nhap B6 Cong an tu nam 1979 r6i nham chdc bo
trudng hoi thang Tu nam 2016. Va dudi sy giam sat cia 6ng, cd quan nay da gia tang dan ap xa
hoi dan su & Viét Nam. Danh sach that dai:

Chi vai ngay sau khi 6ng Lam |én thay chic bd trudng, Viet Nam chiing kién mot tham hoa moi
trugng té hai nhat trong lich st khi nhiéu cdng dong ngu dan bi ton hai do chat thai déc hai bi
xa ra bién. Phan Ung cia 6ng Lam la gi? Huy dong cong an dan ap dién rong dé de doa, tan
cdng, bat gill va bo tu nhidu nha hoat dong di biéu tinh dai dién cho quyén Igi clia cac nan
nhan.

Thang Nam nam 2016, chi mot thang sau khi 6ng Lam [én chiic b trudng, luc lugng an ninh
dudi quyén éng ta da can trd khong cho nhiéu nha hoat dong dén gdp Tong thong Hoa ky
Barack Obama trong chuyén tham Ha Noi.

Hai nam sau, vao nam 2018, b6 cong an cia 6ng Lam dan dung ra Luat An ninh mang day van
dé, thuc chat 1 dé dap tat tu do ngdn ludn, dé rdi thang tay dan dp nhiing ngudi phan déi bd
luat nay.

Luc lugng an ninh dudi quyén 6ng Lam cling vudn canh tay dan ap ra ngoai bién gidi Viét Nam,
nhu trong vu bat c6c mot cuu quan chic dang, dng Trinh Xudn Thanh tif Berlin hdi thang Bay
nam 2017 va mot blogger, 6ng Trudng Duy Nhat, tif Bangkok hoi thang Giéng ndm 2019. C4 hai
ngudi néu trén déu bi két dn th giam nhiéu ndm. Mét blogger khac, Budng Van Thai, bi bat céc
& Bangkok vao thang Tu nam 2023 va hién van dang bi tam giam chd xét x.
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Thai d6 coi thudng hién nhién ctia 6ng Lam doi véi nhitng quan ngai vé méi trudng con thé
hién & nhiéu viéc khac ngoai vu dién dn miéng bit tét. Trong hai nam 2022 va 2023, luc lugng
an ninh bat gilt mot sé nha hoat ddng vé méi trudng véi cac cdo budc nguy tao. Hai ngugi
trong s6 d6 - Dang Dinh Bach va Hoang Thi Minh Hong - dang thu an tu giam. Mot ngudi khac,
Ng6 Thi Té Nhién, dang bi cong an tam giam chd xét xuf. Cac luat su dam ddng ra bao chita cho
cac nha hoat déng nhan quyén nhu V6 An Bon, Dang Dinh Manh va Nguyén Van Miéng déu d3
phai chay khoi nudc va song luu vong. Cac luat su con & trong nudc déu budc phaiim tiéng do
bi cong an de doa va sach nhiéu.

Dudi trudng clia 6ng Lam, cd quan cong an day quyén luc da hdu nhu xéa bo hoan toan phong
trao nhan quyén con dang phdi thai & Viét Nam. Cac luc lugng an ninh d4 bat gan nhu'tat ca
nhiing ngudi cé no luc thic day nhan quyén va dan chu & Viét Nam, trong dd cé cac thanh vién
cla H6i Anh em Dan chd, Lién minh Dan téc Viét Nam Tu quyét, H6i Nha bdo Doc lap Viét Nam
va Nha Xuét ban Tu Do. Céng an nhdm vao bat c(f hiép hdi nao cd tén goi chifa dung nhitng ti
nglf Dang Cong san Viét Nam sg nhat nhu: “Dan chu,” “Tu quyét,” “Doc lap” va “Tu do.”

Cd quan cdng an cling da bat gan nhu tat ca cac nha hoat ddng nhan quyén cé nhiéu anh
hudng va cac nha bao néi tiéng dam [én tiéng chi trich chinh sach ctia chinh quyén Viét Nam.
Ho6i thdng Hai ndm nay, dng Nguyén Vi Binh, mét cuu ti nhan chinh tri, binh ludn rang phong
trao dan chu Viét Nam dang & giai doan “gdp nhitng khé khan, tram lang.” M6t tuan sau dd,
chinh 6ng ciing bi bat. Trong s6 164 tu nhan chinh tri hién dang bi giam, gill & Viét Nam chi vi
thuc hanh cac quyén dan su va chinh tri cd ban ciia minh, c6 147 ngudi bi truy to va xét xuf
trong thdi gian 6ng LAm nam quyén b trudng.

Gig day, v3i vi tri ngudi ding dau nha nudc, 6ng Lam sé tiép don nhiéu phai doan quéc té
trong cac dip nghi & chinh thiic va trao d&i ngoai giao. Khi bat tay 6ng ta, cac quan chiic quéc
té diing quén mot vét dai cac hdu qua 6ng Lam da dé lai trén con dudng [én ngbi quyén luc
clia minh, va cac tham hoa vé nhan quyén 6ng ta da va dang gay ra & Viét Nam.
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To Lam’s rise to power is indicative of the Vietnam government’s worsening repression and
utter hostility to basic civil and political rights
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To Lam swears in as the president of Vietnam at the National Assembly in Hanoi, May 22, 2024.
© 2024 Nghia Duc/National Assembly via AP Photo

Arare internal power struggle in Vietnam over the past few months resulted in the ousting of
several major leaders for corruption and the appointment of a new president, former police
general To Lam.

But democratic governments courting Vietnam as an attractive market and alternative to
China should be wary. Rather than a hopeful sign, Lam’s rise to power is indicative of the
Vietnam government’s worsening repression, its complete intolerance of criticism, and utter
hostility to basic civil and political rights.

As head of Vietnam’s abusive Ministry of Public Security since April 2016, Lam is no stranger to
notoriety. In November 2021 - while Vietnam was struggling through a COVID-19 lockdown - a
video surfaced of the celebrity chef “Salt Bae” feeding a $2,000 gold-encrusted steak to Lam in
London. The video went viral. To make matters worse, Lam was enjoying the carbon-emitting
feast while leading an official delegation to the United Nations COP26 climate summit in
Glasgow.

Shortly afterwards, the rights activist Bui Tuan Lam, who parodied the feast on social media,
was sentenced to five and a half years in prison.

But eating a $2,000 steak when per capita income in Vietnam was only $3,756 in 2021 is the
least of Lam’s misdeeds. He’s done much worse.

Sixty-six-year-old Lam, joined the Ministry of Public Security in 1979. He was promoted to
minister in April 2016. And on his watch the agency steadily stepped up its repression of
Vietnam’s civil society. The list is long:


https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/5/22/vietnams-security-chief-to-lam-becomes-new-president
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/10/world/asia/vietnam-communist-gold-steak-salt-bae.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-59174383
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-65705048

Just days after Lam took over as head of public security, Vietnam experienced the worst
environmental disaster in its history when a toxic spill devastated local fishing communities.
Lam’s response? A major police crackdown to intimidate, assault, arrest, and imprison
activists who protested on behalf of the victims.

In May 2016, just a month after Lam became minister, security forces working under him
blocked activists from meeting US President Barack Obama during his visit to Hanoi.

Two years later, in 2018, Lam’s security forces orchestrated the highly problematic Law on
Cybersecurity, which has muzzled free speech, and then cracked down ruthlessly on

protesters opposing the law.

Security forces under Lam have also engaged in repression beyond Vietnam’s borders,
including kidnapping a former party official, Trinh Xuan Thanh, from Berlin in July 2017 and a
blogger, Truong Duy Nhat, from Bangkok in January 2019. Both were sentenced to long prison
terms. Another blogger, Duong Van Thai, was kidnapped from Bangkok in April 2023. He is still
in pre-trial detention.

Lam’s evident disdain for climate concerns goes far beyond his performative steak-eating. In
2022 and 2023, the security forces arrested several prominent environmental activists on
bogus charges, with two - Dang Dinh Bach and Hoang Thi Minh Hong - now serving prison
sentences and another, Ngo Thi To Nhien, in police custody awaiting trial. Lawyers like Vo An
Don, Dang Dinh Manh, and Nguyen Van Mieng who dared to defend human rights activists
have had to flee the country and live in exile. The lawyers who remain have been silenced by
police intimidation and harassment.

Under Lam, Vietnam’s powerful security agency has nearly eradicated the country’s nascent
human rights movement. Its agents have arrested virtually everyone who tried to promote
democracy and human rights in the country, including members of the Brotherhood for
Democracy, the Vietnam National Self-Determination Coalition, the Independent Journalists
Association of Vietnam, and the Liberal Publishing House. The police seem to target any
group whose name includes words the Communist Party of Vietnam fears most: “Democracy,’
“Self-Determination,” “Independent,” and “Liberal”.

The agency has also arrested nearly every influential human rights activist and prominent
journalist who has dared to criticise government policies. Last February, a former political
prisoner, Nguyen Vu Binh, commented that Vietnam’s “democratic movement is enduring a
difficult and gloomy period.” One week later, he, too, was arrested. Of Vietnam’s 164 political
prisoners still behind bars simply for exercising their basic civil and political rights, 147 were
convicted and sentenced on Lam’s watch.

As head of state now, Lam will receive many international delegations on official ceremonial
occasions and diplomatic negotiations. When they shake his hand, these diplomats should
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not forget the long trail of destruction he has left in his rise to power, and the harm he has
already inflicted on human rights in Vietnam.
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