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Abstract

Despite having very distinct amounts of natural resources, China and Japan are among the top
importers of food and energy commodities in the world. Those predicaments forced them to launch
resource diplomacy efforts and “go-out” policies in different parts of the globe. Given its well-known
wealth in natural resources, attractive local markets, and relatively advanced industrial bases in
international terms, Latin America became an obvious go-to region for transnational corporations from
those two Asian leading economies. Much more recent Chinese incursions in the region, in the context
of the FEW (food-energy-water) nexus, have already surpassed those of Japan by a large margin. But
Japanese corporations still show a great appetite to increase their business participation in the food and
energy sectors, particularly in Brazil, by far the largest economy in the region and the South American
country with the largest volumes of business with Chinese corporations.
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AN VRGN N e DA Gl
Zhong rén shi chadi huoyan gao
“Only when all contribute their firewood can they build up a big fire”
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Ll O\ X
nana korobi ya oki
“Fall seven times, get up eight.”

Haciendo y Deshaciendo Se Va Aprendiendo
“It’s By Doing and Undoing That We Learn”



