
English Language Arts - GRADE 4 
CURRICULUM MAP 

 

                                                                                                                       
INSTRUCTIONAL 

TIME PERIOD 
SKILLS/OUTCOMES ASSESSMENT 

Unit 1 Reaching Out 
 
The students will be able to: 

●​ Read and comprehend grade level material. 
●​ Determine and clarify the meaning of unknown words in grade level text. 
●​ Decode words using phonics skills. 
●​ Determine the theme, main idea, or central idea of a text. 
●​ Compare and contrast informational and literary texts. 
●​ Recognize how different texts are organized. 
●​ Describe how maps and photographs can help the reader understand informational text. 
●​ Write narrative pieces (descriptive paragraph, story, dialogue, fictional narrative) that 

○​ identify the purpose of the piece. 
○​ are organized to support the writer’s purpose. 
○​ use proper writing conventions in editing and publishing. 
○​ use dialogue, character traits, and narrative techniques to develop the story elements. 

●​ Make connections between vocabulary words and how they are used in real life. 
●​ Correctly use and explain the purpose of language choice with 

○​ simple, complete, and compound subjects and predicates. 
○​ four kinds of sentences (declarative, interrogative, imperative, exclamatory).  
○​ quotation marks. 
○​ sentence fragments, run-on sentences, and complete sentences. 
○​ capitalization (historical events/documents, titles, languages, names, nationalities). 

 
 
Standards: 
Reading Foundational Skills: 4.3, 4.4 
 
Reading: 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 4.7, 4.8, 4.9 
 
Writing: 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 4.7, 4.8, 4.9 
 
Speaking and Listening: 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4 
 
Language: 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6 
 
 

●​ Fastbridge fluency 
screening 

●​ STAR testing 
●​ Graphic organizers 
●​ Reader’s notebook 

responses 
●​ Vocabulary work 
●​ Oral responses 
●​ Observations 
●​ Small group work 
●​ Weekly benchmark 

tests 
●​ Unit tests 
●​ Running records 
●​ Informal 

writing/journaling 
●​ Daily writing practice 
 
 

 



 
 

Unit 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tell Me More 
 
The students will be able to: 

●​ Read and comprehend grade level material. 
●​ Determine and clarify the meaning of unknown words in grade level text. 
●​ Decode words using phonics skills. 
●​ Give several details from the text to fully support their ideas. 
●​ Compare and contrast informational and literature. 
●​ Determine the theme, main idea, or central idea of a text. 
●​ Describe how charts can help the reader understand informational text. 
●​ Use illustrations to develop meaning in fiction texts. 
●​ Write narrative pieces (descriptive paragraph, story, dialogue, fictional narrative) that  

○​ identify the purpose of the piece 
○​ are organized to support the writer’s purpose. 
○​ use proper writing conventions in editing and publishing. 
○​ use dialogue, character traits, and narrative techniques to develop the story elements. 

●​ Understanding words related to antonyms. 
●​ Make connections between vocabulary words and how they are used in real life. 
●​ Correctly use and explain the purpose of language choice with 

○​ action, main, linking, and helping verbs. 
○​ past, present, and future tense, including progressive tense. 
○​ compound and complex sentences. 
○​ subject/object pronouns and reflexive/demonstrative pronouns. 
○​ pronoun and antecedent agreement. 

 
 
Standards: 
Reading Foundational Skills: 4.3, 4.4 
 
Reading: 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 4.7, 4.8, 4.9 
 
Writing: 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 4.7, 4.8 
 
Speaking and Listening: 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5 
 
Language: 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6 
 
 

●​ Graphic organizers 
●​ Reader’s notebook 

responses 
●​ Vocabulary work 
●​ Oral responses 
●​ Observations 
●​ Small group work 
●​ Weekly benchmark 

tests 
●​ Unit tests 
●​ Informal 

writing/journaling 
●​ Daily writing practice 

 
 

 



 
 

Unit 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Inside Nature 
 
The students will be able to: 

●​ Read and comprehend grade level material. 
●​ Determine and clarify the meaning of unknown words in grade level text. 
●​ Decode words using phonics skills. 
●​ Give several details from the text to fully support their ideas. 
●​ Determine the theme, main idea, or central idea of a text. 
●​ Describe characters using evidence from the text. 
●​ Place events in order based on a fiction or nonfiction text. 
●​ Use charts, maps, diagrams, photos, and timelines to understand informational text. 
●​ Write opinion pieces (persuasive paragraph, problem-solution composition, persuasive letter, persuasive 

essay) that  
○​ state the opinion or purpose of the piece. 
○​ give reasons to support the opinion. 
○​ are organized to support the writer’s purpose. 
○​ use evidence, facts, and definitions to elaborate on the topic. 

●​ Recognize, understand, and compare similes and metaphors in text. 
●​ Understand and use synonyms. 
●​ Make connections between vocabulary words and how they are used in real life. 
●​ Correctly use and explain the purpose of language choice with  

○​ commonly confused words (too, to, two; there, their, they’re; its, it’s). 
○​ singular and plural possessive nouns. 
○​ modal auxiliaries (may/might, can/could, would/should/must). 
○​ present, past, and future participles. 
○​ irregular and helping verbs; the verb “be.” 

 
 
Standards: 
Reading Foundational Skills: 4.3, 4.4 
 
Reading: 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 4.7, 4.8, 4.9 
 
Writing: 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 4.7, 4.8 
 
Speaking and Listening: 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5 
 
Language: 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6 
 
 

●​ Fastbridge fluency 
screening 

●​ STAR testing 
●​ Graphic organizers 
●​ Reader’s notebook 

responses 
●​ Vocabulary work 
●​ Oral responses 
●​ Observations 
●​ Small group work 
●​ Weekly benchmark 

tests 
●​ Unit tests 
●​ Running records 
●​ Informal 

writing/journaling 
●​ Daily writing practice 

 

 



 
 

Unit 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unbreakable Spirit 
 
The students will be able to: 

●​ Read and comprehend grade level material. 
●​ Determine and clarify the meaning of unknown words in grade level text. 
●​ Decode words using phonics skills. 
●​ Give several details from the text to fully support their ideas. 
●​ Determine the theme, main idea, or central idea of a text. 
●​ Describe characters using evidence from the text. 
●​ Write narrative pieces (descriptive paragraph, friendly letter, story writing, personal narrative) that  

○​ identify the purpose of the piece. 
○​ are organized to support the writer’s purpose. 
○​ use proper writing conventions in editing and publishing. 
○​ use dialogue, character traits, and narrative techniques to develop the story elements. 

●​ Recognize the use of personification, onomatopoeia, allusions, adages, idioms, and proverbs in text. 
●​ Make connections between vocabulary words and how they are used in real life. 
●​ Correctly use and explain the purpose of language choice with  

○​ adjectives, adjectives after “be”, ordering adjectives. 
○​ adverbs, adverbs of intensity and frequency, adverbs in different parts of sentences. 
○​ prepositions, prepositional phrases, and clauses. 
○​ relative pronouns and relative adverbs. 
○​ abbreviations for people, places, mailing addresses, time, and measurement. 

 
 
Standards: 
Reading Foundational Skills: 4.3, 4.4 
 
Reading: 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 4.8, 4.9 
 
Writing: 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 4.7, 4.8 
 
Speaking and Listening: 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5 
 
Language: 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6 
 
 

●​ Graphic organizers 
●​ Reader’s notebook 

responses 
●​ Vocabulary work 
●​ Oral responses 
●​ Observations 
●​ Small group work 
●​ Weekly benchmark 

tests 
●​ Unit tests 
●​ Informal 

writing/journaling 
●​ Daily writing practice 

 

Unit 5 Change It Up 
 
The students will be able to: 

●​ Read and comprehend grade level material. 
●​ Determine and clarify the meaning of unknown words in grade level text. 

●​ Fastbridge fluency 
screening 

●​ STAR testing 
●​ Graphic organizers 

 



 
 

●​ Decode words using phonics skills. 
●​ Give several details from the text to fully support their ideas. 
●​ Determine the theme, main idea, or central idea of a text. 
●​ Describe characters using evidence from the text. 
●​ Use maps, diagrams, symbols, and timelines to understand informational text. 
●​ Write informative pieces (summary, explanation, procedural composition, research report) that  

○​ introduce the topic and purpose of the piece. 
○​ group related information. 
○​ use clear organization/formatting.  
○​ use evidence, facts, and definitions to elaborate on the topic. 

●​ Identify and explain idioms, similes, and metaphors in a text. 
●​ Make connections between vocabulary words and how they are used in real life. 
●​ Correctly use and explain the purpose of language choice with  

○​ comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs. 
○​ contractions with “not;” negatives and double negatives. 
○​ end of the sentence punctuation; punctuation for effect. 
○​ capital letters and punctuation in quotations. 
○​ different uses of commas. 
○​ capitalization in titles. 

 
 
Standards: 
Reading Foundational Skills: 4.3, 4.4 
 
Reading: 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 4.7, 4.8, 4.9  
 
Writing: 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 4.7, 4.8 
 
Speaking and Listening: 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5 
 
Language: 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6 
 
 

●​ Reader’s notebook 
responses 

●​ Vocabulary work 
●​ Oral responses 
●​ Observations 
●​ Small group work 
●​ Weekly benchmark 

tests 
●​ Unit tests 
●​ Running records 
●​ Informal 

writing/journaling 
●​ Daily writing practice 
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Wisconsin Standards for English Language Arts Covered in Grade 4 (Essential standards are in red.) 
Reading: Foundational Skills 
RF.4.3  Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. • Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound 
correspondences, syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out 
of context.  
RF.4.4  Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. a. Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. b. Read 
grade-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings. c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word 
recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.  
 
Reading 
R.4.1 Locate  and  refer  to  relevant  details  and evidence  when explaining  what  a  text  says  explicitly/implicitly  and make logical  inferences.  
(RI&RL)  
R.4.2 Summarize texts, from a variety of genres, to determine a theme or central idea and explain  how it is supported by key details.  (RI&RL)    
R.4.3  Describe a character (traits,  motivations,  and/or feelings),  setting,  or  event,  drawing  on  specific  details  in the  text.  (RL)   
Explain  events,  procedures,  ideas,  or  concepts,  including what happened and why, based on specific evidence from the text. (RI)   
R.4.4 Determine the meaning of words, phrases, figurative language, academic, and content-specific words within a text. (RI&RL)   
R.4.5 Identify and analyze structural elements, using terms such as verse, rhythm, meter, characters, settings, dialogue, stage directions. (RL)   
Identify the overall structure using terms such as sequence, comparison, cause/effect, and problem/solution. (RI)   
R.4.6 In literary text, compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including the difference between first- and 
third-person narrations. (RL)   In informational text, compare and contrast a primary and secondary source on the same event or topic. (RI)   
R.4.7  Explain how text features (e.g., charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, and illustrations) contribute to an understanding of the text. 
(RI&RL)   
R.4.8  Explain how claims in a text are supported by relevant reasons and evidence. (RI)   
R.4.9  Recognize genres and make connections to other texts, ideas, cultural perspectives, identities, eras, personal events, and situations. (RI&RL)   
 
 
Writing 
W.4.1  Compose reflective, formal, and creative writing, which may happen simultaneously or independently, for a variety of high-stakes and 
low-stakes purposes.  
W.4.2  Write text in a variety of modes:  a. Opinion pieces in which the student introduces the topic or text they are writing about, state an opinion 
and create an organizational structure in which related ideas are grouped to support the writer's purpose. List reasons that support the opinion. b. 
Informative texts in which they clearly introduce a topic, group related information in paragraphs and sections; include formatting (e.g., headings), 
illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aid comprehension. Use facts, definitions and details to develop points.  c. Convey events, real or 
imagined, through narrative/short stories which orient a reader by establishing a real or imagined situation and introducing a narrator and 
characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, description, and pacing, to develop 
experiences and events or show the responses of characters to situations.  
W.4.3   Create writing  that  utilizes: Organization:  include  an  introduction  that establishes  a  purpose  and provides a concluding statement 
related to  the  body of the composition. Structure  of text  reflects  the  purpose.   b.  Transitions:  use  of  phrases to  signal  event  order and to  

 



 
 

link  and build connections  between ideas, text,  and  events.   c.  Word Choice (including domain specific): experiments with  words to  provide  
emphasis, addition,  contrast,  or  order  to  connect  themes  and ideas. 
W.4.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are culturally-sustaining and rhetorically authentic to task, 
purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)  
W.4.5  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose and audience. Respond to 
questions and suggestions from peers, and add details to strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing.  
W.4.6  With some guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with 
peers. Learn to produce writing through printing, cursive, and/or typing (with sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one 
page in a single sitting).  
W.4.7 Conduct short inquiry projects that  build knowledge through investigation  of  different aspects  of  a  topic.  
W.4.8 Recall  relevant  information  from  experiences  or gather  relevant  information  from  print  and  digital sources;  take  notes and categorize 
information and provide a list  of sources.  
W.4.9 Recall  and  use  facts  from literary or  informational texts  to  support  analysis,  reflection,  and  inquiry.  
 
Speaking and Listening 
SL.4.1  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on topics and texts, 
building on others' ideas and expressing one’s thinking clearly. a. Come to discussions prepared, explicitly draw on topics and texts along with 
personal knowledge and experiences to explore ideas under discussion. b. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., gaining attention in 
respectful ways, actively listening, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion). c. Pose and respond to specific questions to 
clarify or follow up on information, and make comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others. d. Review the key ideas 
expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion.  
SL.4.2  Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats.   
SL.4.3  Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.  
SL.4.4 Report on  a topic  or text, tell  a  story,  read  a  poem, or recount  an  experience  in  an  organized  manner,  using facts  and  relevant,  
descriptive  details  to  support  main ideas  or  themes;  speak  clearly  at  an  understandable pace.  Communicate clearly and in  an engaging 
manner, considering  the  audience,  purpose,  and situation.    
SL.4.5   Integrate  audio  and  visual  content  in  presentations  to enhance the development of main ideas or themes.  
 
 
Language 
L.4.1 Demonstrate an  understanding  of  how language functions  in  different  cultures,  contexts,  and  disciplines; apply  this  knowledge to 
comprehend more fully when reading  and  listening,  and  make  effective  choices  when composing, creating,  and speaking.    a. Compare and 
contrast the ways in which language is used in  familiar  and  unfamiliar  contexts  (e.g.,  at  home, outside  of  their  own  communities, by diverse 
authors and  speakers).   b.  Determine the language demands of varied writing and speaking  situations;  respond  appropriately  (e.g., formal  
writing  and  presentations;  personal  writing and conversations).   c.  Identify  examples of precise and concise language when  reading;  choose 
words and phrases to convey ideas  precisely  when  writing  and  speaking. d.  Choose punctuation for effect. 

 



 
 

L.4.2  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases in grade-level reading and content; use context clues, 
analyze meaningful word parts, consult general and specialized reference materials, and apply word solving strategies (for meaning) as appropriate. 
a. Use context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. b. Consult print and digital reference materials for meaning and pronunciation.  
L.4.3  Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. a. Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative language such as similes and metaphors.  b. Explain common idioms and proverbs. c. 
Understand words by relating them to synonyms and antonyms. d. Make connections between words and how they are used in real life (i.e., help 
students build or add on to existing schema when encountering new words).  
L.4.4  Demonstrate an ability to collaboratively and independently build vocabulary knowledge when encountering unknown words including cultural, 
general academic, and discipline-specific terms and phrases; use vocabulary appropriate to the context and situation.  a. Identify and use phrases 
that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, 
conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).  
L.4.5  Demonstrate contextually appropriate use of the conventions of standardized English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. Discern 
when and where it is appropriate to use standardized English.  Appropriately use and explain the intended purpose of language choice with: a. 
Relative pronouns and adverbs. b. Prepositional phrases. c. Order of adjectives. d. Adjectives, adverbs, conjunctions. e. Compound and complex 
sentences. f. Easily confused words (e.g.,. to, too, two).  
L.4.6  Demonstrate contextually appropriate use of the conventions of standardized English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
Discern when and where it is appropriate to use standardized English  Appropriately use and explain the intended purpose in conventions with: a. 
Capitalization. b. Commas and quotation marks for quotations. c. Commas in compound sentences. d. Spell grade-level words correctly using 
reference materials to solve words as needed.  

 


