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Pursuing an MS in Computer Science in Canada is a dream for many international students. 
The country is known for its high quality education and welcoming immigration policies. 
You get access to world class research facilities and a thriving tech industry. This makes 
Canadian universities a top choice for a master's degree. 

This guide will cover the best universities for MS in Computer Science in Canada. We will 
look at fees, scholarships, eligibility, and post graduation salaries. Before diving into the top 
universities, let’s take a quick look at some key highlights. 

Key Highlights: 

●​ The top universities in Canada for MS in Computer Science include University of 
Toronto, University of British Columbia, McGill University, and University of 
Waterloo. 

●​ The cost of studying MS in Computer Science at top universities in Canada typically 
ranges from CAD 20,000 to CAD 50,000 (INR 12.2L to 30.5L) per year. 

●​ To get admission into the best universities in Canada for MS in Computer Science, 
students must hold a bachelor’s degree, a GPA of 3.0 or above, and valid scores in 
exams like GRE and IELTS. 

●​ Graduates from top MS in Computer Science universities in Canada earn an average 
annual salary of around CAD 85,000 (INR 52L). 

●​ International students studying at the best universities in Canada for MS in Computer 
Science may receive scholarships of up to CAD 30,000 (INR 18.3L) per year. 

Now, let’s explore why pursuing an MS in Computer Science at Canadian universities is a 
great choice. 
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Overview of Top Universities in Canada for MS in Computer 
Science 
The list of top universities for MS in Computer Science in Canada includes globally ranked 
institutions. We used parameters like QS World Rankings, research output, industry 
connections, and program affordability to create this list. These schools offer a strong blend 
of theory and practical application. 

Let’s understand all about MS in Canada. 

Aspect Details 

Duration 1.5 to 2 years 

Intakes Fall (September), Winter (January) 

Popular Programs MSc Computer Science, MEng in Computer 
Science 

Average Tuition Fees CAD 20,000 - CAD 50,000 per year 

Average Living Expenses CAD 12,000 - CAD 15,000 per year 

Post-Study Work Permit Up to 3 years 

PR Opportunities Express Entry system, Provincial Nominee 
Programs (PNPs) 

Why Choose Top Universities in Canada for MS in Computer 
Science? 
Choosing top universities in Canada for your MS in Computer Science opens doors to a 
global career. The education system is designed to foster innovation and critical thinking. You 
will learn in a multicultural environment that values diverse perspectives. 



●​ High Global Rankings: Canadian universities consistently rank high in QS and THE 
subject rankings for Computer Science, ensuring a world class education. 

●​ Industry Relevant Curriculum: The courses are designed in collaboration with 
industry leaders, making sure you learn skills that employers want. 

●​ Strong Tech Hubs: Cities like Toronto, Vancouver, and Montreal are major centers for 
technology and innovation, hosting giants like Google, Amazon, and Shopify. 

●​ Post Study Work Opportunities: The Canadian PGWP allows you to work for up to 
three years after graduation, a major pathway to permanent residency. 

●​ Excellent ROI: While the investment is significant, the high starting salaries and 
strong job market in Canada ensure a great return on your investment. 

Top 10 Universities in Canada for MS in Computer Science 
The top universities for MS in Computer Science in Canada are known for their rigorous 
academics and research. These institutions have strong ties to the tech industry. They provide 
students with excellent resources and faculty. Let’s explore each university in Canada for MS 
in Computer Science. 

●​ University of Toronto 
●​ University of British Columbia 
●​ University of Waterloo 
●​ McGill University 
●​ Universite de Montreal 
●​ University of Alberta 
●​ Simon Fraser University 
●​ Queen's University 
●​ University of Ottawa 
●​ Western University 

University of Toronto 

The University of Toronto is a global leader in computer science research and education. Its 
department is one of the largest in North America. The university is located in Canada's 
biggest tech hub. This provides unmatched access to industry projects and career 
opportunities. 

Category Details 

QS Ranking 2026 #21 (Subject Rank) 

Location Toronto, Ontario 

Application Deadlines Fall: December 1 

Application Fee CAD 125 (INR 7,600) 



Category Details 

Average Annual Tuition Fee CAD 48,000 (INR 29.3L) 

Popular Programs Offered MSc in Computer Science 

Acceptance Rate Approximately 15% 

Admission Requirements 4-year UG degree, GPA 3.3/4.0, GRE 
recommended, IELTS 7.0 

Official Website www.utoronto.ca 

University of British Columbia 

UBC offers a highly regarded computer science program on its beautiful Vancouver campus. 
The program emphasizes both theoretical foundations and practical applications. UBC's 
location in Vancouver connects students to a growing west coast tech scene. 

Category Details 

QS Ranking 2026 #35 (Subject Rank) 

Location Vancouver, British Columbia 

Application Deadlines Fall: December 15 

Application Fee CAD 115 (INR 7,000) 

Average Annual Tuition Fee CAD 12,000 (INR 7.3L) 

Popular Programs Offered MSc in Computer Science, MEng in Computer 
Science 

Acceptance Rate Approximately 20% 

Admission Requirements 4-year UG degree, GPA 3.3/4.0, GRE required, 
IELTS 6.5 

http://www.utoronto.ca/


Category Details 

Official Website www.ubc.ca 

University of Waterloo 

The University of Waterloo is famous for its cooperative education (co-op) programs. This 
model integrates academic study with paid work experience. Its computer science faculty is a 
powerhouse of innovation and research. 

Category Details 

QS Ranking 2026 #25 (Subject Rank) 

Location Waterloo, Ontario 

Application Deadlines Fall: December 15 

Application Fee CAD 125 (INR 7,600) 

Average Annual Tuition Fee CAD 20,000 (INR 12.2L) 

Popular Programs Offered MMath in Computer Science 

Acceptance Rate Approximately 18% 

Admission Requirements 4-year UG degree, GPA 3.3/4.0, GRE required, 
IELTS 7.0 

Official Website uwaterloo.ca 

McGill University 

McGill University, located in Montreal, offers a vibrant and research intensive computer 
science program. The university has a strong international reputation. Montreal is a thriving 
AI and game development hub. 

http://www.ubc.ca/
http://uwaterloo.ca/


Category Details 

QS Ranking 2026 #30 (Subject Rank) 

Location Montreal, Quebec 

Application Deadlines Fall: December 15 

Application Fee CAD 133 (INR 8,100) 

Average Annual Tuition Fee CAD 18,000 (INR 11L) 

Popular Programs Offered MSc in Computer Science 

Acceptance Rate Approximately 22% 

Admission Requirements 4-year UG degree, GPA 3.2/4.0, GRE 
recommended, IELTS 6.5 

Official Website www.mcgill.ca 

Universite de Montreal 

Universite de Montreal is a leading French language university with a top tier computer 
science department. It is a key player in the world renowned AI research community in 
Montreal. 

Category Details 

QS Ranking 2026 #51-100 (Subject Rank) 

Location Montreal, Quebec 

Application Deadlines Fall: February 1 

Application Fee CAD 105 (INR 6,400) 

Average Annual Tuition Fee CAD 17,000 (INR 10.4L) 

http://www.mcgill.ca/


Category Details 

Popular Programs Offered MSc in Computer Science 

Acceptance Rate Approximately 25% 

Admission Requirements 4-year UG degree, GPA 3.0/4.0, French proficiency, 
IELTS 6.5 

Official Website www.umontreal.ca 

University of Alberta 

The University of Alberta is renowned for its research in artificial intelligence and machine 
learning. It offers a robust computer science program with strong industry links. The cost of 
living in Edmonton is relatively affordable. 

Category Details 

QS Ranking 2026 #101-150 (Subject Rank) 

Location Edmonton, Alberta 

Application Deadlines Fall: January 15 

Application Fee CAD 135 (INR 8,200) 

Average Annual Tuition Fee CAD 11,000 (INR 6.7L) 

Popular Programs Offered MSc in Computing Science 

Acceptance Rate Approximately 28% 

Admission Requirements 4-year UG degree, GPA 3.0/4.0, GRE 
recommended, IELTS 6.5 

Official Website www.ualberta.ca 

http://www.umontreal.ca/
http://www.ualberta.ca/


Simon Fraser University 

SFU is located in the Vancouver metropolitan area. It is known for its innovative and applied 
approach to computer science. The university maintains strong connections with the local 
tech industry. 

Category Details 

QS Ranking 2026 #101-150 (Subject Rank) 

Location Burnaby, British Columbia 

Application Deadlines Fall: January 31 

Application Fee CAD 125 (INR 7,600) 

Average Annual Tuition Fee CAD 25,000 (INR 15.2L) 

Popular Programs Offered MSc in Computer Science 

Acceptance Rate Approximately 30% 

Admission Requirements 4-year UG degree, GPA 3.0/4.0, GRE 
recommended, IELTS 7.0 

Official Website www.sfu.ca 

Queen's University 

Queen's University offers a collaborative and research focused environment for computer 
science students. The program is known for its high quality faculty and supportive 
community. 

Category Details 

QS Ranking 2026 #201-250 (Subject Rank) 

Location Kingston, Ontario 

http://www.sfu.ca/


Category Details 

Application Deadlines Fall: February 1 

Application Fee CAD 115 (INR 7,000) 

Average Annual Tuition Fee CAD 15,000 (INR 9.1L) 

Popular Programs Offered MSc in Computer Science 

Acceptance Rate Approximately 35% 

Admission Requirements 4-year UG degree, GPA 3.0/4.0, GRE not required, 
IELTS 7.0 

Official Website www.queensu.ca 

University of Ottawa 

As the world's largest bilingual university, uOttawa offers unique opportunities. Its computer 
science program is strong in cybersecurity and distributed computing. It is located in 
Canada's capital city. 

Category Details 

QS Ranking 2026 #151-200 (Subject Rank) 

Location Ottawa, Ontario 

Application Deadlines Fall: February 1 

Application Fee CAD 115 (INR 7,000) 

Average Annual Tuition Fee CAD 28,000 (INR 17.1L) 

Popular Programs Offered MSc in Computer Science 

Acceptance Rate Approximately 32% 

http://www.queensu.ca/


Category Details 

Admission Requirements 4-year UG degree, GPA 3.0/4.0, GRE not required, 
IELTS 6.5 

Official Website www.uottawa.ca 

Western University 

Western University provides a balanced computer science program with research and course 
based options. The campus offers a classic Canadian university experience. 

Category Details 

QS Ranking 2026 #201-250 (Subject Rank) 

Location London, Ontario 

Application Deadlines Fall: February 1 

Application Fee CAD 115 (INR 7,000) 

Average Annual Tuition Fee CAD 22,000 (INR 13.4L) 

Popular Programs Offered MSc in Computer Science 

Acceptance Rate Approximately 38% 

Admission Requirements 4-year UG degree, GPA 3.0/4.0, GRE not required, 
IELTS 6.5 

Official Website www.uwo.ca 

Admission Requirements for Top Universities in Canada for 
MS in Computer Science 

http://www.uottawa.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/


The admission requirements for top universities in Canada for MS in Computer Science are 
competitive. You need a strong academic background and a complete application. Each 
university has its own specific criteria. Let's break down the common requirements. 

Eligibility Criteria to Study MS in Computer Science at Top 
Universities in Canada 

You must meet certain basic criteria to be eligible for an MS in Computer Science in Canada. 
The standards are high for top ranked universities. 

●​ A four year bachelor's degree in computer science or a closely related field. 
●​ A minimum GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale (or 70-75% overall) from a recognized 

university. 
●​ Strong background in mathematics and core computer science concepts. 
●​ Relevant research or work experience is a significant advantage. 

Entrance Exams Required to Study MS in Computer Science at Top 
Universities in Canada 

Most universities require standardized test scores. These exams help assess your readiness for 
graduate level study. 

●​ GRE: Many top universities, especially for thesis based programs, require the GRE 
General Test. A competitive score is usually above 310. 

●​ GMAT: Not typically required for Computer Science programs unless it is a very 
business oriented course. 

English Proficiency Tests Required by Universities in Canada for MS 
in Computer Science (IELTS, TOEFL & More) 

Since English is the primary language of instruction, you must prove your proficiency. 

●​ IELTS: A minimum overall score of 6.5 with no band less than 6.0 is standard. Some 
top schools require a 7.0. 

●​ TOEFL iBT: A minimum score of 90 is common, with some universities requiring 
100 or higher. 

●​ PTE: Some universities accept the Pearson Test of English. A score of 60-65 is 
generally acceptable. 

Documents Required to Study MS in Computer Science at Top 
Universities in Canada 

Your application is incomplete without the necessary documents. Start gathering these well in 
advance. 

●​ Official academic transcripts from all previously attended institutions. 



●​ Statement of Purpose (SOP) outlining your goals and reasons for choosing the 
program. 

●​ Two or three Letters of Recommendation (LORs) from professors or employers. 
●​ Updated Curriculum Vitae (CV) or resume. 
●​ Valid passport copy. 
●​ Proof of English language proficiency test scores. 
●​ GRE score report (if required). 
●​ Portfolio or writing samples (if applicable). 

Admission Process for Best Universities in Canada for MS in 
Computer Science 
The admission process for the best universities in Canada for MS in Computer Science is 
multi staged. It requires careful planning and attention to deadlines. Starting early is the key 
to a successful application. 

1.​ Research: Shortlist 5-8 universities based on your profile, budget, and career goals. 
2.​ Check Deadlines: Note the application deadlines for each university and program. 

They can vary. 
3.​ Take Exams: Schedule and take required tests like GRE, IELTS, or TOEFL. 
4.​ Prepare Documents: Request transcripts, write your SOP, and secure LORs. 
5.​ Apply Online: Fill out the application form on the university portal and upload all 

documents. 
6.​ Pay Fees: Submit the non refundable application fee for each university. 
7.​ Interviews: Some programs may require an interview as part of the selection process. 
8.​ Accept Offer: If selected, you will receive an offer letter. Accept it and pay the 

deposit. 
9.​ Apply for Study Permit: Once you have the offer letter, apply for a Canadian study 

permit immediately. 

Cost of Studying MS in Computer Science at Top Universities 
in Canada 
The cost of studying MS in Computer Science at top universities in Canada is a significant 
investment. It includes tuition fees and living expenses. Planning your finances ahead of time 
is crucial. 

Tuition Fees for MS in Computer Science at Top Universities in 
Canada 

The tuition fees for MS in Computer Science at top universities in Canada range from CAD 
11,000 to CAD 48,000 (INR 6.7L to 29.3L) per year. International student fees are higher 
than domestic fees. 



University Name Average Annual Tuition Fee 
(CAD) 

Average Annual Tuition Fee 
(INR) 

University of Toronto CAD 48,000 INR 29.3L 

University of British 
Columbia 

CAD 12,000 INR 7.3L 

University of Waterloo CAD 20,000 INR 12.2L 

McGill University CAD 18,000 INR 11L 

University of Alberta CAD 11,000 INR 6.7L 

Cost of Living in Canada for International Students 

The average cost of living in Canada for international students ranges from CAD 12,000 to 
CAD 15,000 (INR 7.3L to 9.1L) per year, depending on the city and lifestyle. 

Expense Estimated Annual Cost (CAD) Estimated Annual Cost (INR) 

Accommodation CAD 6,000 - 9,000 INR 3.7L - 5.5L 

Food & Groceries CAD 3,000 - 4,000 INR 1.8L - 2.4L 

Transportation CAD 1,000 - 1,500 INR 61,000 - 91,500 

Miscellaneous CAD 2,000 - 3,000 INR 1.2L - 1.8L 

Health Insurance and Miscellaneous Expenses in Canada 

The average cost of health insurance and other miscellaneous expenses in Canada can range 
between CAD 600 and CAD 1,000 (INR 36,600 to 61,000) per year, depending on the 
province. 

Expense Estimated Annual Cost 
(CAD) 

Estimated Annual Cost (INR) 

Health Insurance 
(UHIP) 

CAD 600 - 800 INR 36,600 - 48,800 



Expense Estimated Annual Cost 
(CAD) 

Estimated Annual Cost (INR) 

Books & Supplies CAD 1,000 - 2,000 INR 61,000 - 1.2L 

Personal Expenses CAD 1,500 - 2,000 INR 91,500 - 1.2L 

Scholarships Offered by Top Universities in Canada for MS in 
Computer Science 
Top MS in Computer Science universities in Canada offer scholarships averaging between 
CAD 5,000 - CAD 30,000 (INR 3L - 18.3L) per year. These can significantly reduce your 
financial burden. 

University Name Name of Scholarship Amount Offered 
(CAD) 

Amount 
Offered (INR) 

University of Toronto Graduate Fellowship CAD 15,000 INR 9.1L 

University of 
Waterloo 

International Master's 
Award 

CAD 2,500 per 
term 

INR 1.5L per 
term 

University of British 
Columbia 

Graduate Support 
Initiative 

CAD 5,000 - 
18,000 

INR 3L - 11L 

McGill University Entrance Scholarship CAD 10,000 INR 6.1L 

University of Alberta International Student 
Scholarship 

CAD 9,000 INR 5.5L 

Placement Rate at Top MS in Computer Science Universities in 
Canada 
The average placement rate for top MS in Computer Science universities in Canada is over 
90%. Graduates are highly sought after by both Canadian and international companies. 

University Name Placement 
Rate 

Avg Annual Salary 
(CAD) 

Top Recruiters 

University of 
Waterloo 

98% CAD 95,000 Google, Shopify, Amazon 



University Name Placement 
Rate 

Avg Annual Salary 
(CAD) 

Top Recruiters 

University of 
Toronto 

96% CAD 90,000 IBM, Microsoft, RBC 

UBC 94% CAD 85,000 Amazon, EA, SAP 

McGill 
University 

92% CAD 82,000 Facebook, Morgan Stanley, 
Nuance 

University of 
Alberta 

90% CAD 80,000 Google DeepMind, Bioware 

Job Opportunities After Graduating from Top Universities in 
Canada for MS in Computer Science 
Graduates from top universities in Canada for MS in Computer Science have access to a wide 
array of high paying jobs. The Canadian tech sector is growing rapidly. There is a strong 
demand for skilled tech professionals. 

Job Role Description Avg Annual 
Salary (CAD) 

Avg Annual 
Salary (INR) 

Software 
Developer 

Design, develop, and test 
software systems. 

CAD 85,000 INR 52L 

Data Scientist Analyze and interpret complex 
data to aid decision-making. 

CAD 95,000 INR 58L 

Machine 
Learning 
Engineer 

Build and deploy machine 
learning models and systems. 

CAD 105,000 INR 64L 

Systems 
Architect 

Design and manage complex 
computer systems and 
networks. 

CAD 100,000 INR 61L 

DevOps 
Engineer 

Bridge the gap between 
development and IT operations 
teams. 

CAD 90,000 INR 55L 



How to Choose the Best University in Canada for MS in 
Computer Science 
Choosing the best university in Canada for your MS in Computer Science is a personal 
decision. It depends on your academic interests, career goals, and financial situation. A 
methodical approach will help you find the right fit. 

1.​ Identify Your Goals: Decide if you want a research based (MSc) or course based 
(MEng) program. This will narrow down your options. 

2.​ Check Rankings and Specializations: Look at university rankings for Computer 
Science. Also, research faculty expertise and specializations offered (e.g., AI, 
Cybersecurity). 

3.​ Analyze the Total Cost: Calculate the total cost, including tuition and living expenses. 
Compare it with the scholarship opportunities available. 

4.​ Consider Location: Think about the city. Do you prefer a big tech hub like Toronto or 
a more affordable city like Edmonton? Also, consider climate. 

5.​ Review Admission Requirements: Honestly assess your profile (GPA, test scores) 
against the university's requirements. Apply to a mix of ambitious, match, and safe 
schools. 

6.​ Look at Career Support: Investigate the university's co op programs, career services, 
and industry connections. Check their placement statistics. 

From the Desk of Yocket 
Choosing the right university for your MS in Computer Science in Canada can feel 
overwhelming. You are not alone in this process. Yocket is here to guide you at every step. 

Our platform offers detailed profiles for thousands of universities. You can find the perfect 
match based on your scores and preferences. Our AI powered tools can shortlist programs 
that align with your profile. 

If you need personalized advice, Yocket's experienced counselors are just a call away. They 
have helped thousands of students like you secure admits from top Canadian universities. 
They can help you craft a winning SOP and navigate the entire application process. 

Ready to start your Canadian dream? Explore Yocket Premium today and get one step closer 
to your goal. Let's build your future together. 
 
 

FAQs 
 

1. Which are the top universities in Canada for MS in Computer Science?​
 The top universities include the University of Toronto, University of British Columbia, McGill 
University, University of Waterloo, Université de Montréal, University of Alberta, Simon 
Fraser University, Queen's University, University of Ottawa, and Western University. 



2. What is the typical cost of studying MS in Computer Science in Canada?​
 Tuition fees range from CAD 20,000 to CAD 50,000 per year, while living expenses are 
around CAD 12,000 to CAD 15,000 annually. Scholarships of up to CAD 30,000 per year are 
also available at top universities. 

3. What are the eligibility criteria for applying to these programs?​
 Applicants must have a four-year bachelor's degree, a minimum GPA of 3.0 or above, and 
valid GRE and IELTS/TOEFL scores. Work experience is not mandatory but can enhance 
your profile. 

4. What job opportunities are available after completing an MS in Computer Science in 
Canada?​
 Graduates can work as software developers, data scientists, machine learning engineers, 
systems architects, and DevOps engineers. The average starting salary ranges from CAD 
80,000 to CAD 105,000 per year. 

5. How can Yocket help me with my application?​
 Yocket offers university profiles, AI-powered program matching, scholarship information, 
and expert counseling to help you shortlist the best-fit universities, write impactful SOPs, and 
navigate the application process smoothly. 
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