)) (( LearningAlly.

Literature Community

Instructions for Listeners

Literature Portal: https://vcpro.l

Please note that we recommend using Google Chrome
for its easy integration with all things Google.

Learning Ally - Literature Community Projects

My Projects  VOICEtext Guidelines g-example@hotmail.com Sign Dut

07 |

To get started, simply browse the Catalog for projects you're interested in. Or use the filters to narrow down
the available options-- a good place to start is by selecting “Narrator” or “Listener” as the Project Need. Hint
use fewer filters at first.

Catalog

Welcome to the Literature Community Project Portal!

How This Site Works

Featured Audiobook Trailer

Hey, Kiddo audiob..

Then, narrators can submit a sample recording, and will be notified when it's reviewed-- see instructions here:
How to Audition for a Book.

Listeners can simply click “Volunteer as Listener” on the project card to get started.

Still need help finding a project? Just click this link and let us know what you're looking for: Help me find a
project!

Are you not able to see the PDF Download button or the Google Group? Check out our Login issue
instructions!

New to Learning Ally and interested in getting involved? Click Volunteer!

Narrator: James Sie

‘

Currently volunteering and interested in working with the Literature Community? Click 'm interested!

This just in! For Active Volunteers: Join our new Literary Salon Hangout to discuss all things Literature— new
projects, audiobook tips & tricks, Learning Ally news.. or just to chat with your fellow volunteers!

Filters: Gender: ¥ | voice Age: ¥ | Audience: ¥ | Meutral Voice: Length: ¥ | Nesd: ¥ | Search Reset Filters)
Displaying 107 prajecis sorted by priority...
- 5 Vo £ _
NC426 Beverly, Right Here KZ653 Bang! HW580 A Long Way Gone : Memoirs of a Boy
2 3 Soldier
Revisiting once again the world of Mann is only 13, yet he has already had to Aslpey

Raymie Nightingale, two-time Newbery
Medalist Kate DiCamillo turns her focus
to the tough-talking, inescapably
tenderhearted Beverly. Beverly put her
foot down on the gas. They went faster
still. This was what Beverly wanted —
what she always wanted. To get away. To
get away as fast as she could. To stay

Pages: 256

deal with more than most go through in a
lifetime. His family is still reeling from the
tragic shooting death of his little brother,
Jason, each person coping with grief in
his or her own way. Mann's mother has
stopped eating and is obsessed with
presenving Jason's memery, while his
father is certain that presenting a hard

Sharon 6. Flukn

Pages: 258

way gone

This is how wars are fought now: by

.. children, hopped-up on drugs and

wielding AK-47s. Children have become

soldiers of choice. In the more than fifty

© conflicts going on worldwide, it is
estimated that there are some 300,000

child soldiers. Ishmael Beah used to be

one of them. What is war like through the

Voice: Female Narrator Capable of Engaging ~ 11% r==d
Character Work, Subdued Melancholy Tone

Length: Medium

1. Signing In

Voice: Adolescent African-American Male

o

\Leﬂglh:mdiln

Voice: Adolescent Male Capable of West African (V]
Accent, Bleak Tone b=
Length: Medium

> To use the Portal System, you must sign in to your Google account.

> Click on “Sign In” in the top right corner and follow the prompts.

> If you have any trouble accessing the PDF or the Google Group tab, try
using an incognito window in Chrome (Ctrl-Shift-N or Cmd-Shift-N).

Last updated 12/6/19


https://vcpro.learningally.org/voicetext.php?

> If you're having trouble with login or the Google group, please see this help
document.

. Finding a Project

To help narrow your search, you can use the search tools located along the top
of the page. You can search according to characteristics that you like, but the
primary filter you should use is Need: Listener.

Options include:

Gender Voice Age Audience Neutral Voice Length Project
Level checkbox Need
Male Child Gr. K-2 This filters out Very Short  Narrator
projects that
Female Tween Gr. 3-5 need an Short Listener
ethnic or ]
Teenager Gr. 6-8 regional Medium
t
Adult Gr. 9+ aceen Long
Mature Extra Long

Learning Ally - Literature Community |

Catalog My Projects VOICEtext Guidelines

Fiters: Gender:| v | VoiceAge:|  v| Audience:| v | NeutralVoice: [ | Length:] v | Need:|  v| Saarch:[:

Displaying 106 projects sorted by priority:..
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ocnrDPqX4gYl9aFvqEHPrfDnjZCHLHK3DTqSVG5i_ic
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ocnrDPqX4gYl9aFvqEHPrfDnjZCHLHK3DTqSVG5i_ic

3. Navigating a Project Card.

NA726

Pages: 32

\foice: Sensitive voice that can capture both the horror and the

hope of this dark tale.

Project Estimated Length: Short OO0
_/

= camp, their son to another. Only his father's gift,

The Harmonica Edit
When the Nazis invaded Poland, a family is split
apart. The parents are sent fo one concentration

a harmonica, keeps the boy's hopes alive and,
miraculously, ensures his survival Tony
Johnston's powerful story, inspired by the life of a
Holocaust survivaor, is enhanced by Ron
IMazellan's luminous artwork. A testament to the
human spirit and the transcendent power of

Example of an advanced project card with an assigned narrator and listener

> The Project Card will have vital information such as story summary, story
length, and voice type. There is also information on whether the project
already has an assigned narrator and/or listener.

Exclamation mark: Advanced project (Narrator records outside
EasyBooks so the Listener inserts marks)
Red microphone: assigned narrator

Green play button: assigned listener

Gray microphone: no assigned narrator

Gray play button: no assigned listener
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KZ700 Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find
= Them: The Original Screenplay

When Magizoologist Newt Scamander
arrives in New York, he intends his stay to
be just a brief stopover. However, when his
magical case is misplaced and some of
MNewt's fantastic beasts escape, it spells
trouble for everyone... Inspired by the
original Hogwarts textbook by Newt

Pages: 304

Sca_mander, Fantaslic_ Beasts and Where
WVoice: Multiple 25% read
\ Length: Long 0% done

example of a Project Card that needs a listener

> To expand a Project Card, simply click on it.
Collected Later Stories ;:.

S
30
al
:i KR145 The Library of America presents the second of two volumes in its definitive Updike collection. Here are 84 classic stories that display the |
] virtuosic command of character, dialogue, and sensual description that was Updike's signature.. Based on new archival research, each story y
gn is presented in its final definitive form and in order of composition, established here for the first time.
he
s
ISBN: 8751588532524 o
= DueDate: 2017-07-01 Pages: 800 Project Estimated Length: Extra Long B
9

Voice Summary: Narrator with Strong Diction
Voice Gender: Either Voice Age: Audience Level: Gr. 9+
Voice Comments:

le
le

ia
I8t | Resources: Reading Conventions

t_e Resource Comments:
ia

| Download PDF ' Looking For a Listener: | Volunteer as Listener!

i7arand | | Vminn: Actatacmans oz rmad | | Agiens Al it Rt o0 rmant | | b v

> The expanded Project Card will have more information about the project,
such as number of pages, voice comments, and helpful links, such as
YouTube and Audible. You can sign up as a listener by clicking on the
Volunteer As Listener! button.

4. Process of checking/listening

> Using the expanded Project Card, download the book PDF to be used as a
reference to check for any typos (OCR errors) that may appear in
EasyBooks.

> Open up EasyBooks and locate the project. Select and open the first file
which should be just the title of the book. The second file will usually have
the author’s name, a table of contents and some of the book text. The file
status should be Ready for QC.
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> Note: It SHOULD be one listener assigned to a project. If you discover

someone else has been checking your project in error, please contact a staff

member.

7 Leaming Ally - EasyBooks x
Shelf Activity Hours Pct Title Last Reader Last Edtor Production Notes ~
& NC561 A Reaper at the Gates
&£ NC562 Spy School British Invasion
&NC613  12/05/2019 1.25 100 O Captain! My Captain: Walt Whitman, Abraham Lincoln ... Jerry Byrd Daniel Casper
L NCo14 Spy School Goes South
L 12/04/2019 0.26 21 Le Petit Prince Mary Brauna... Mary Brauna...

L NCB16 Stick Dog Gets the Tacos
& NC618 August Isle
&NCE36  12/06/2019 2.09 31 Whie Bird : A Wonder Story ? Les Wiesenf,
& NC637 Red At The Bone : A Novel v
Show Sections Section Status Notes Reader Checker Length  ~ || Page/Mark
New NC615_final_001 Ready for QC Mary Braun... 0:02 XVIIT
In Progress NC615_final_002 Ready for QC Mary Braun... 1:15 page 55
Ready for QC NCe15_final 003 Ready for QC Mary Braun... 4:23 XIX
Fixes Made NC615_final_004 Ready for QC Mary Braun... 6:23
Ready to SMIL NC615_final_005 Ready for QC Mary Braun... 3:33 page 56
Show Projects NC615_final_006 New Mary Braun... Cette planA-te est toute sA"che, ...
[ Favorites NC615_final_007 New Mary Braun...
NC615_final_008 New Mary Braun... page 57
Search: NC615_final_009 New Mary Braun... Tis rA@pAtent ce qu'on leur...
l:l NC615_final_010 New Mary Braun...
NC615_final 011 New Mary Braun... v

Open Cancel

> The three most important things to listen for:
m ACCURACY - narrator is accurate to the text

m AUDIO QUALITY - audio is within acceptable levels and free of

interference, noise, echo, and loud mouse clicks
m PERFORMANCE - the narration is lively and engaging

5. The QC Process.
> Basic Projects (Narrator recording in EasyBooks)
1. Visual Waveform check
2. Mark Sweep
3. Close audio review
4. Check corrections
5. Change status to Ready to SMIL!

> Advanced Projects (Narrator recording outside EasyBooks)
1. Visual Waveform check
2. Close audio review
3. Check corrections
4. Insert marks
5. Resolve notes
6. Change status to Ready to SMIL!
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7. Mark Sweep.

> A mark sweep is done on basic projects to ensure the marks are in the right place.
> At the beginning, click Play, listen a bit, then click the orange Next mark button, and
repeat throughout the file:

{4 Learning Ally - EasyBooks 4.023 - Eleanor Cotton - o

Shelf: JC208 - Section: JC208_sync_004 - Mark: Page: 51 4

< >
Mark: d1e1131 - 0:10.07, Total Length: 39:33.51

Zoom Input Level  Display

= & | g | || | =
OFit in window l@ @ @ l\J a/ L 8 | Ohuto [ Show Edits
| | K Start | Prev | Delete Record Mark | Next | End | wonTea | Open | Close | Next-> © Manual

Recording Mode

5\,9,,5 = (@ f@ [@ (@ Iﬁ 6 @® Overwrite

Settings | edi Notes | | 15 secs|| 5 secs RR Play [AF 5secs 15secs| Undo = Redo = Save |Project O Insert
Page/Mark Length " s 51
o1 0.18

A shadow approache... 9.89

An Yis voie made e soxe|A shadow approached. I tensed and got ready to run. The shadow called out, "Ji-li, it's me. I came back. I

An Yikept slent for a... 17.15 was getting worried."
I stopped. I was afra 8.03

We stood together lk...  6.03
52 0.41

THE RED SUCCESSORS 215 How could they say them? A relationship between Teacher Ke and me? It's all lies." My voice was hoarse. "It ...

When Mom and Dad...  15.65 | it ... it's so unfair. I have never gotten one point, not a single point, that I didn't deserve. And I spent so much

Input: Microphone (3- Shure MV5) - Volume Zoom: I 130%

ﬂA_n Yi's voice made the tears gush out of my eyes again. "Oh, An Yi. How could they say these things?

8. Close Audio Review.

> Listen to the ENTIRE FILE word for word. You are listening for accuracy,
audio quality, performance and continuity.

> Make QC notes where applicable. If you find an error, highlight the
sentence where it occurs in the waveform, right click, and select ADD
NOTE:

Delete Audio
Add Mark
:22.52, Selection length: 0:09.28, Add MNote
Mark as Skippable Audic

L
© e @ -«
Copy
MNext End MNoin-Texxt ( Paste L
I'\.EL'U'I'LIi

> Choose the note category and enter the page number and some text to
help others locate the sentence (~5 words from the beginning of the
sentence with the error; you can copy and paste from the EasyBooks text
window) plus what needs to be fixed. Remember to be polite!
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> Please note: most audio quality issues can and will be resolved by staff with
noise reduction software, but they should still be noted.

> If you are comfortable with audio editing, you can correct some issues like
deleting too much silence, double-takes, copy/cut/paste audio, etc. and
resolve the note yourself by checking the box next to the note after clicking
the Edit Notes button.

> Repeat the process for all files in the project that have the status Ready for
QC.

> Be sure to communicate the project status in the project’s Google Group.

oot e e

1:13.23 - 4:22.52, Selection length: 0:09.28, Total Length: 10:50.19
Motes =

pl
Category: Misread ~

Optional notes:

Pg. 6
"Patty Bradley wanted to know..."

Would should be could
Please correct] b

!

® QC Note O Staff Note C Reader Note I3

[

T ntrr Fant Ralarrr am nmnahaead amsmhalemsan anmnidlF e Flhaf alaes A e

s [

9. Check Corrections.

When the file status says “Fixes Made”, review the corrections by clicking the Edit Notes
button and clicking on each note and listening to ensure they are now correct and the
transitions before and after are smooth.
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10.

Change File Status.

When the file is completely checked, fixed and ready for post-production, right-click on the

file in th

e project list and select Mark as Ready to SMIL!

r ==

IIIE!gEl!IlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHII1I

Chec
Chec
Chec
Reac
Reac
Reac
Reac
Reac
Reac

11.

Open
Open as New file

Unlock File

Show Notes
Show File History

Reflow for External Editing

Mark as 'Checkina in Proaress'
Mark as 'Ready to SMIL!

I

Advanced Projects.

The primary difference for these projects where the narrator works outside

EasyBooks is that you will need to insert the synchronization marks but do NOT

insert
>

>

marks in the file until after corrections have been made.
After corrections have been made and checked, it's time to insert the
sync marks. Start at the beginning and click Play, and click the Mark
button (or M key) to place marks as needed to sync the text to the
audio.

§ Leaming Ally - EasyBooks 4.023 - Eleanor Cotton . O

Shelf: NB759 - Section: NB759_final_011 - Mark: 11:43 A.M. 4|2
- -
e e 1 T L T T s Bt TS L LT S
< >
Project: NB759, Section: NB759_final_011, Cursor: 0:00.00, Total Length: 10:48.94 -
Zoom S = = = — = Input Level  Display
CIFit in window [@ @ ':{)" \\D “/ 4 ) 13 O Auto [ Show Edits
] (i) Ao Start | Prev | Delete Record Mark || Next End | tonted | Open | Close | Next-> © Manual
i — = = B i = Recording Mode
el \'@ f@ [@ (@ ﬁ & @® Overwrite
Settings|| edinotes | |15 secs|| 5 secs | RR Play FF | Ssecs (15secs| Undo = Redo | Save Project| ©Insert
Page/Mark Length * i
A o 180 11:43 AM.
75
TAD c
75
Tad refused to look ... “
Fake t til you make i...
Frankie was king at s... a
And then he shut hi... “ TAD
Tad's phone chimed. CHAPTER 10
TAD, WHERE ARE Y... . ¥
Input: Microphone (3- Shure MV5) - Volume Zoom: I 130%

Remember that marks should be placed right BEFORE the text or page
number they refer to.

> You can move marks with a click and drag, or delete them with

right-click/delete.
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> If the narrator needs to make a correction after marks have been
inserted and marks have been shifted because of the new audio, you
can SHIFT+CLICK on the mark (usually where the edit began) and drag
either to the right or left. This will shift ALL marks after that point

Shelf: NA863 - Section: NA863_final_003 - Mark: tp_d1e15999

e e

Project: NA863, Section: NABG3_final_003, Cursor: [:;55 70, Total Length: 24:27.71

Using the Google Group in the Portal
Google Group is the primary form of communication between staff, narrators
and listeners. It is important for all to communicate over the course of the
recording. Narrators are encouraged to post whenever a file is uploaded as
listeners are encouraged to post when they have checked a file, if any edits are
needed, or any questions in regards to the project.
> Click on the MY PROJECTS link at the top left corner of the portal:

Catalog My Projects

> You will then see either one or a listing of smaller Project Cards along the
left margin of the screen. These are the projects you have signed up to
work on.

Catalog My Projects VOICEL

Fantastic Beasts and
Where to Find Them: The

Original Screenplay

KZT0D

e Grand Canyon o

MAGEE

> Click on the desired project.
The GOOGLE GROUP link on the right will take you to the project Google
Group thread.
NOTE: If you as the listener notice a serious issue or are unsure of
something in the recording (poor sound, poor performance, etc) please
contact staff.
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> You can post a message by clicking the Reply button here:
DMO001 - El Chupacabras

Project Summary Assignmenis  Upload Files OCR Errors  Listener Notes  Google Group  Log Hours
(Trouble viewing this page?) —_—

“ POST REPLY C Actions + Help

Literature Community »
DMO001- EI Chupacabras
4 posts by 3 authors @

add tags

* Literature Community Welcome to the discussion space for this fun project! Here's where the narrator and listener can post feedback, talk project timing, communicate progress, Oct 10

¥ gabe.example Hellol 'm the narrator for this book! | just recorded the first file, and it's very short se | think Il be able to finish it well before the due date. Thanks! Gabe Oct30
¥ gabe.example Wovw.. that went quicker than | thought! The book is now complete and file 2 was uploaded just now. Let me know if there are any needed edits! Gabe Qct 30
r‘) me (Gail Example change) oot 3 (R
t

“#  Hello Gabe!
I am out of town until Friday, but plan to finish the review by Monday afterncon.

Gail

And if you want to receive email notices of any other posts, you can do that
here:

“ POST REPLY C

Literature Community »

NAG4 Q=B ov Called Bat

o
. verview
Literature |
v Discussion

Welcome t¢ v Chronological view

communica Tree view |

have as wel Paged view

To get starti Expand all

Fi - Link to this topic .
it I Email updates to me
Report abuse |

Second, res
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13.

Here's a typical Listener post:

jeclark3a May 28 =

-

All files are checked. Two files (002 and 003) have one open note each. Otherwise all files are Ready to SMIL.

Joe Clark

Other Tabs in My Projects (FYI)

> UPLOAD FILES - projects that we record are divided up into files (usually
by chapter, character, etc.). Here you can find a list that shows file status,
notes, and more information.

NA983 - Aru Shah and the End of Time (Pandava Series ; Book 1)

Project Summary ~ Assignments  Upload Files OCR Errors  Listener Notes  Google Group  Log Hours

Flease use t ves below to determine the start and end of each file
File Starting Page Ending Page Status Notes Length Action
NA983 final 001 Title Aru Shah and the End of Time: A Pandava Novel Book One Needs Checked 5:36 |Reset
NA983_final_002 Author Roshani Chokshi-To my... Page1 . .RickRiordan MNeeds Checked 8:19 Reset
NAS83_final_003 Page1 ONE In Which Aru Regrets Page9 _ shesaid. | can proveit. Needs Checked 15:.06 Reset
NA983 final 004 Page9 TWO Oops - It was four p.m.... Page 17 ..a0, what have you done? Needs Checked 14:36 Reset
NA983_final_005 Page 17 THREE Wake Up - Aruwoke up... Page 22 . .as well let the world end. MNeeds Checked 7:43 Reset
NAS83_final_006 Page 22 FOUR In-ep-tee-tood - Aru had... Page 29 . on the elephant's trunk. Needs Checked 14:.09 Reset
NAS83_final_007 Page 29 FIVE The Other Sister - Page 36 _ muffled sobs of whyGodwhyme Needs Checked 12:41 Reset
NA983 final 008 Page 36 SIX Look, but Not Really -_.. Page 45 ._to point outaC Chungrily. MNeeds Checked 17:21 Reset
NA983_final_009 Page 45 SEVEN The Council of Guardians... Page 59 . heading straight for them. MNeeds Checked 30:58 Reset

Example of an UPLOAD FILES tab

The first column has the file name, followed by columns for the page where
the file begins, first few words, page number where the file ends, file
status, Notes, Length and available Action.

> OCR ERRORS - this link is used to track Optical Character Recognition
errors in the project text. Listeners should note these here as they are
encountered in EasyBooks.

DMO001 - El Chupacabras

Project Summary  Assignments Upload Files OCR Ermrors  Listener Notes  Google Group  Log Hours

Y B C D E

Please note all text errors, typos, or strange characters in this OCR Error sheet. Please read it with the correct word(s) but
note the error here. Consult the PDF or staff if you're not absolutely sure what the word(s) should be.

SHELF NO:
2 File# Page #  Text on screen: How You Read It: Resolved by:
4 2 32 ouen oven
5 4 67 bng long

5

Example of an OCR Error tab

> GOOGLE GROUP
See previous section.
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> LISTENER NOTES - This section contains a list of any errors/edits that are
created by the listener. These are automatically populated from the notes
you create in EasyBooks.

NB937 - Fugitive Six (Lorien Legacy Reborn Series ; Book 2)
Project Summary  Assignments Upload Files OCR Ermors  Listener Motes  Google Group  Log Hours  Edit Book

File Page Listener Date Type Location Note

87, last paragraph. first sentence Text = Shit, my PARENTALS haven't even
NB937_final_009 87  Kay Alston 11/18/2019 Misread 07:41 - 07:44 sent me a holiday card Audio = Shit, my PARENTS haven't even sent me a

holiday card

" . . £ 92, 1st paragraph, 5th sentence, extra word = AND Text = had always relied
NB937_final_009 92  Kay Alston 11/18/2019 Misread 14:51 - 14:53 on each other Audio = AND had always relied on each other

93, 5th paragraph, missing word Text = You think just because NOW you're
NB937_final_009 93  Kay Alston 11/18/2019 Misread 16:49 - 16:52 the Academy's resident bad girl Audio = You think just because you're the

Academy's resident bad girl

Example of the Listener Notes tab

> LOG HOURS - it is REQUIRED that everyone submit their time spent on the
project. Please use this link each time you do any work.

Don't forget to have fun! =
Please contact us at anytime if you have any questions.

We greatly appreciate you for all that you do for our students!
THANK YOU!!

The Learning Ally Literature Community Team:

Abigail Lanier
Alexis Bourbeau
Daniel Casper
Dave Kozemchak
lan Mclnnes
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