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Decking Patterns 101: Choosing the Right 
Design for Your Space 
When it comes to transforming your outdoor living space, the right decking pattern can make a 
world of difference. Whether you're designing a new deck or refreshing an existing one, the 
pattern you choose influences both the aesthetic appeal and functionality of your deck. 
 
This guide will walk you through various decking patterns and how to select the perfect design 
for your space in Milwaukee, WI, and the surrounding areas, including Waukesha, WI, 
Brookfield, Oak Creek, Franklin, Menomonee Falls, and Germantown. 
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Understanding Decking Patterns 
Decking patterns refer to the layout and arrangement of decking boards. These patterns can 
add visual interest and complement the overall design of your outdoor space. Here are some 
popular decking patterns to consider: 

1.​ Traditional Straight-Lay Pattern 
The straight-lay pattern is the most straightforward and classic decking design. Boards are 
installed parallel to the house, creating a clean and uniform look. This pattern is ideal for 
traditional and minimalist styles and is also the easiest to install and maintain. It’s a great choice 
for homeowners in Milwaukee who prefer a timeless appearance for their outdoor living spaces. 

2.​ Diagonal Pattern 
In a diagonal pattern, decking boards are installed at a 45-degree angle to the house. This 
design can make a small space appear larger and adds a dynamic, visually interesting element. 
It’s a great choice for creating a sense of movement and flow in your deck, particularly in areas 
like Brookfield where creating a sense of space is important. 

3.​ Herringbone Pattern 
The herringbone pattern features boards arranged in a V-shaped design, creating a 
sophisticated and eye-catching look. This pattern works well for large decks or as a feature 
area, adding a touch of elegance and texture. It’s a bit more complex to install but delivers a 
stunning visual impact. Perfect for high-end homes in Oak Creek and Germantown. 

4.​ Basketweave Pattern 
A basketweave pattern involves alternating decking boards to create a woven appearance. This 
design adds texture and visual interest and can be used in various areas, such as around a 
central feature like a fire pit or dining area. It’s a versatile choice for adding a unique touch to 
your deck, especially in Franklin where personalized outdoor spaces are popular. 

5.​ Custom Patterns 
For a truly personalized touch, consider custom patterns that incorporate geometric shapes, 
curves, or mixed materials. Custom designs allow you to express your style and create a 
one-of-a-kind deck that complements your home’s architecture and landscape. Ideal for those in 
Menomonee Falls who want to make a distinctive statement with their outdoor space. 

Factors to Consider When Choosing a Decking Pattern 
Selecting the right decking pattern involves more than just aesthetics; it’s about finding a design 
that complements your space, suits your lifestyle, and fits within your budget. Here are key 
factors to consider when choosing the perfect decking pattern for your outdoor area: 



1. Deck Size and Shape 
The dimensions and shape of your deck are fundamental in determining the most suitable 
pattern. 
 

●​ Small Decks: For smaller spaces, simpler patterns like straight-lay or diagonal can help 
maintain a clean, uncluttered look and make the area feel more expansive. In Brookfield 
or Menomonee Falls, where space may be limited, these straightforward designs are 
effective in enhancing visual appeal without overwhelming the space. 

●​ Large Decks: Larger decks offer more flexibility for intricate patterns. Consider patterns 
like herringbone or basketweave, which can add complexity and visual interest to 
expansive areas. Homes in Oak Creek or Germantown with larger outdoor spaces can 
leverage these designs to create a striking focal point. 

2. Style and Aesthetic 
Your deck’s design should harmonize with your home’s overall architecture and style. 
 

●​ Traditional Homes: Classic patterns such as straight-lay or diagonal work well with 
traditional designs, providing a timeless look that complements older architectural styles. 
In Franklin, where historical or classic homes are common, these patterns enhance the 
traditional charm. 

●​ Modern Homes: For contemporary homes in Waukesha, WI, and Milwaukee, WI, more 
elaborate patterns like herringbone or custom designs can add a sleek, modern touch. 
These patterns align with modern aesthetics and can serve as a bold statement piece. 

3. Functionality 
Consider how you use your deck and how different patterns might impact its functionality. 
 

●​ Entertainment Areas: If your deck serves as an entertainment space, patterns that 
create defined zones or add visual interest, such as basketweave or custom designs, 
can enhance the area’s functionality and appeal. In Oak Creek, where outdoor 
gatherings are common, these patterns help delineate spaces for dining or lounging. 

●​ Traffic Flow: Patterns like diagonal can improve the flow of foot traffic by directing 
movement and making the space feel more open. This is particularly useful in areas with 
high foot traffic, such as those in Waukesha, WI. 

4. Material and Maintenance 
Different decking patterns may affect the amount of material required and the complexity of 
installation. 
 

●​ Material Costs: Intricate patterns, such as herringbone or custom designs, may require 
additional cuts and more precise installation, impacting material costs and labor. In 



Milwaukee, WI, where budget considerations are crucial, simpler patterns like 
straight-lay can be more cost-effective. 

●​ Maintenance: Some patterns may be easier to maintain than others. Straight-lay 
patterns typically offer straightforward maintenance compared to more complex designs. 
If ease of maintenance is a priority, choose a pattern that simplifies upkeep and extends 
the life of your deck. 

5. Budget 
Your budget will play a significant role in determining which decking pattern you choose. 
 

●​ Cost of Installation: Patterns with intricate designs or those requiring precise cuts 
generally involve higher installation costs. Consider your budget and choose a pattern 
that aligns with your financial plan. For those in Brookfield or Germantown seeking a 
balance of cost and style, straightforward patterns offer an affordable yet attractive 
solution. 

●​ Long-Term Investment: Investing in a pattern that enhances your home’s value and 
suits your lifestyle can be worthwhile. While more elaborate patterns may have a higher 
upfront cost, they can add significant aesthetic and functional value to your outdoor 
space. 

Conclusion 
Choosing the right decking pattern is a crucial step in creating a beautiful and functional outdoor 
space. Whether you prefer the classic look of straight-lay, the elegance of herringbone, or a 
unique custom design, each pattern has its benefits and can enhance your deck's aesthetic 
appeal. Consider your deck's size, style, functionality, and budget to find the perfect pattern for 
your space. 
 
Your perfect deck is just a design away. Let us help you choose the ideal decking pattern and 
create an outdoor space that you'll love for years to come. 

Elevate Your Outdoor Space with Perfect Decking Patterns 
from Lakeside Deck Builders 
At Lakeside Deck Builders, we specialize in delivering quality deck services and custom deck 
solutions that transform your outdoor space into an oasis of beauty and functionality. As 
top-rated deck builders in Milwaukee, WI, we excel in deck design, offering a range of options 
from classic wood to modern composite decks. 
 
Our team is dedicated to customer satisfaction, ensuring that every detail of your deck 
installation meets your expectations. We use high-quality decking materials to create stunning 
and low-maintenance outdoor structures that enhance your home improvement projects. 
 

https://www.lakesidedeckbuilders.com/about-us


Serving Milwaukee and the surrounding areas including Waukesha, Brookfield, Oak Creek, 
Franklin, Menomonee Falls, and Germantown, our commitment to excellence and quality work 
sets us apart from other decking companies. 
 
Contact us today for a free quote and let us help you create the perfect deck that combines 
style, durability, and functionality for your outdoor oasis. 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) - Decking Patterns 101: Choosing 
the Right Design for Your Space 

1. What factors should I consider when choosing a decking pattern? 
Consider the size of your deck, the style of your home, and your usage plans. Simple patterns 
like straight-lay are ideal for smaller spaces, while intricate designs suit larger areas. Choose 
high-quality decking materials, such as composite decks for low-maintenance options, to 
enhance your outdoor oasis. Lakeside Deck Builders focuses on customer satisfaction and 
quality work to ensure the perfect deck design for your home improvement needs. 

2. How do different decking patterns impact the appearance of my deck? 
Simple patterns offer a clean look, while complex designs like herringbone add visual interest. 
The pattern choice can enhance the aesthetic of your deck and home. Using top-notch decking 
materials ensures your outdoor structures look stunning and complement your outdoor space. 

3. What maintenance is required for different decking patterns? 
Simple patterns need less upkeep compared to complex designs. Composite decks are 
low-maintenance and resistant to fading and staining. Lakeside Deck Builders provides deck 
services that ensure your chosen pattern and materials are easy to maintain, aligning with your 
lifestyle. 

4. How can I match my deck design with my home’s architecture? 
Select a pattern that complements your home’s style. Classic patterns suit traditional homes, 
while modern designs fit contemporary spaces. Our expert team at Lakeside Deck Builders 
ensures your custom deck integrates seamlessly with your home’s existing structures and 
enhances its overall look. 

5. What should I budget for a deck installation with a specific pattern? 
Costs vary based on the pattern’s complexity and materials used. Simple patterns are more 
affordable, while intricate designs cost more. Composite decks, though pricier initially, offer 
long-term savings due to their low-maintenance nature. Contact Lakeside Deck Builders for a 
free quote to plan your budget effectively. 
 
 
 

https://www.lakesidedeckbuilders.com/contact-us
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