
Stories, Poems, Essays, and Exercises Worth Your While 

Juan Martinez 

 

You’ll find lots of good stuff to read pretty much everywhere, so this is just a set of stories, 

poems, and essays I’ve found particularly helpful, interesting, weird, and worth stealing from.  

 

●​ Ted Chiang, The Truth of Fact, the Truth of Feeling 

●​ Aimee Bender, The Rememberer 

●​ Wells Tower, Everything Ravaged, Everything Burned 

●​ Kelly Link, Swans  

●​ George Saunders, In Persuasion Nation, The Semplica Girl Diaries  

●​ Robert Coover, Going For a Beer  

●​ Donald Barthelme, Some of Us Had Been Threatening Our Friend Colby  

●​ Donald Barthelme, The Baby  

●​ Leonard Michaels, manikin  

●​ Rebecca Makkai, “Painted Ocean, Painted Ship,” The Briefcase, The Disappearance of 

Miranda Željko, and Wedding Night 

●​ Alice Munro, Gravel 

●​ John Cheever, The Swimmer  

●​ Jack Pendarvis, Your Cat Can Be a Movie Star!  

●​ Steven Millhouser, Getting Closer  

●​ Sam Lypsite, I’m Slavering 

●​ Nathaniel Hawthorne, Rappaccini’s Daughter   

●​ Maria Semple, Dear Mountain Room Parents  

●​ James Joyce, The Dead  

●​ Allegra Goodman, La Vita Nuova 

 

Poems 

●​ Linda France, Klingon Sestina 

●​ Michael Robbins, Alien vs. Predator 

 

Essays 

●​ Paul Ford, Just Like Heaven 

●​ Jack Handey, What I’d Say to the Martians 

●​ David Foster Wallace, Consider the Lobster 

●​ Walker Percy, The Loss of the Creature 

●​ John Jeremiah Sullivan, Upon this Rock, A Rough Guide to Disney World, and assorted 

essays 

●​ Gay Talese, Frank Sinatra Has a Cold 

 

Writers on Writing / Artists on the Creative Process 

●​ Rebecca Makkai 

●​ Ira Glass 

http://subterraneanpress.com/magazine/fall_2013/the_truth_of_fact_the_truth_of_feeling_by_ted_chiang
http://www.randomhouse.com/boldtype/0798/bender/excerpt.html
http://us.macmillan.com/excerpt?isbn=9780312429294
http://www.fantasy-magazine.com/new/new-fiction/swans/
http://www.freewebs.com/thinkersnyc/files/in.persuasion.nation.pdf
http://www.newyorker.com/fiction/features/2012/10/15/121015fi_fiction_saunders?currentPage=all
http://www.newyorker.com/fiction/features/2011/03/14/110314fi_fiction_coover
http://web.mit.edu/jemorris/Public/Humor/gone.too.far
http://www.jessamyn.com/barth/baby.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/06/10/books/chapters/0610-1st-micha-storiees.html
http://www.nereview.com/29-2/Makkai.htm
http://www.fivechapters.com/2011/the-disappearance-of-miranda-zeljko/
http://www.fivechapters.com/2011/the-disappearance-of-miranda-zeljko/
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/english/nashvillereview/archives/2558
http://www.newyorker.com/fiction/features/2011/06/27/110627fi_fiction_munro
http://shortstoryclassics.50megs.com/cheeverswimmer.html
http://cedars167.blogspot.com/2011/08/fiction-your-cat-can-be-movie-star_30.html
http://www.newyorker.com/fiction/features/2011/01/03/110103fi_fiction_millhauser?currentPage=all
http://mentholmountains.blogspot.com/2011/02/sam-lipsyte-story.html
http://www.shsu.edu/~eng_wpf/authors/Hawthorne/Rappaccini.htm
http://www.newyorker.com/humor/2011/10/24/111024sh_shouts_semple
http://mockingbird.creighton.edu/english/micsun/IrishResources/dead.htm
http://www.newyorker.com/fiction/features/2010/05/03/100503fi_fiction_goodman
http://www.versedaily.org/klingonsestina.shtml
http://www.newyorker.com/fiction/poetry/2009/01/12/090112po_poem_robbins
http://www.themorningnews.org/article/just-like-heaven
http://www.newyorker.com/archive/2005/08/08/050808sh_shouts
http://www.gourmet.com/magazine/2000s/2004/08/consider_the_lobster?printable=true
http://www.udel.edu/anthro/ackerman/loss_creature.pdf
http://www.gq.com/entertainment/music/200401/rock-music-jesus?printable=true
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/12/magazine/a-rough-guide-to-disney-world.html?pagewanted=all
http://www.metafilter.com/110381/JJS-the-new-DFW
http://www.metafilter.com/110381/JJS-the-new-DFW
http://www.esquire.com/features/ESQ1003-OCT_SINATRA_rev_
http://shenandoahliterary.org/blog/2011/01/interview-with-rebecca-makkai/
http://28.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_lk8osrCvbK1qzszvro1_500.jpg


●​ Vladimir Nabokov 

●​ Deborah Eisenberg 

●​ Constance Hale’s Writing Lessons 

●​ W.G. Sebald 

●​ George Saunders on ventriloquism and absurdism 

●​ Karen Russell 

●​ Antonya Nelson’s Ten Writing Rules 

 

Also, if you’re new to college and are looking for novels about people who are also new to college, 

these are also well worth your while: 

●​ Donna Tartt, The Secret History 

●​ Chip Kidd, The Cheese Monkeys 

●​ Hugh Kennedy, Everything Looks Impressive 

 

Writing Exercises 

●​ Reverse-engineer one of these Alice Munro stories: 

http://the-toast.net/2014/12/08/tell-alice-munro-story/ 

●​ This J. Robert Lennon thing: 

http://static1.squarespace.com/static/50e08e65e4b0c2f4976972df/t/54f88e83e4b0824

529c67b98/1425575555095/Mistranslations.pdf 

●​ From Brian Kiteley: http://mysite.du.edu/~bkiteley/exercises.html 

http://lib.ru/NABOKOW/Inspiration.txt
http://www.thedaysofyore.com/deborah-eisenberg/
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/tag/writing-lessons/
http://richardskinner.weebly.com/2/post/2013/01/max-sebalds-writing-tips.html
http://www.npr.org/2013/01/20/169507764/george-saunders-on-absurdism-and-ventriloquism-in-tenth-of-december
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2013/02/06/karen-russell-how-i-write.html
http://thestoryprize.blogspot.com.au/2014/11/antonya-nelsons-ten-writing-rules.html
http://the-toast.net/2014/12/08/tell-alice-munro-story/
http://static1.squarespace.com/static/50e08e65e4b0c2f4976972df/t/54f88e83e4b0824529c67b98/1425575555095/Mistranslations.pdf
http://static1.squarespace.com/static/50e08e65e4b0c2f4976972df/t/54f88e83e4b0824529c67b98/1425575555095/Mistranslations.pdf
http://mysite.du.edu/~bkiteley/exercises.html

