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That year, the heavy rains were delayed until the
end of the month of Kislev, and the farmers were
unable to go out to work in the fields to plow their
land and sow, until the 1st of Tevet. On the second
day of the month of Tevet, the farmers went out to
plow their land for the first time. | also went out
with all the farmers to the field. There are no words
to describe my great excitement. | took the plow in
my hand, to plow my own land, in my land, my
beloved land, which | missed so much, and
together with the rest of my fellow farmers! With
tears of joy, we followed the plow, seeing that our
great dream, to sit on the land of our ancestors,
and to work it with our own hands, would come
true, and we were privileged to plow our land with
our own hands, in this land for which our souls
yearned. And when we had finished our work, we
gathered in the field, and of course there was no
shortage of passionate speeches and songs. |
chose as my theme for my speech the song of
praises in the return of the Lord to Zion... The joy
was exceedingly great. We decided to set this day,
the second day of Tevet, as the feast of the
founding of the settlement. With joy and songs we
returned from the field to the settlement, the place
where the houses were built. There, in the middle
of the street, we held a procession: each of us
brought our own food, and we all sat down at the
table together, to eat and rejoice and bless the
good that God had done for us. On that day, a
wedding was also celebrated for a young couple
from the settlement who had married on the ship,
on their way to Israel, and on this day the wedding
was to take place. As we all sat around the table,
we were told that they had brought the bride from
the city of Safed to the settlement. And as was
customary, when the bride and her entourage
arrived in front of the settlement riding horses, one
of the farmers went out to meet them and fired the
barrel of his rifle as a sign of joy and in honor of
the bride. One young man who was standing by
the buildings, where the builders were working with
their laborers, Arabs from Safed, carried a loaded
pistol in his lap. One of the Arab workers turned to
him and asked him why he was not also pointing
his gun, and asked the young man to show him the
gun. And when the young man took the gun out of
his pocket to show it to the worker, a bullet
suddenly came out of it and hit the Arab worker in
the head. The worker fell to the ground, wallowing
in his blood, and after a few moments he died. This
Arab worker was a member of a large family in
Safed, related to the family of the Prophet
Muhammad. The joy of the peasants was turned
into mourning and lamentation and sighing and
even fear... It is true that the peasants, as new
people who did not yet know the customs of the
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country and its Arab inhabitants, did not at that
moment see in this event any danger, which could
become a major obstacle to the progress and
development of the colony, and disrupt its work for
a long time, and they did not know that a great
danger, a danger to life, was also hanging over
them. They only regretted the disaster on their
part, because a young man, in his youth, was killed
in their colony by one of their sons - and not just by
mistake. But |, who had already had time to know a
little about the meaning of this matter, understood
the substance of the matter, although | did not wish
to inflict additional terror on the poor people. No,
that very day the peasants also realized that the
situation was serious. Rabbi Tsipris, the overseer
of the buildings, who was a native of the land and
knowledgeable about its affairs, understood the
danger and saw the consequences of this disaster.
He explained to the peasants that here there was a
matter with the blood-redemptionists, and not only
the man who killed was considered in danger, but
also his entire family, and all his fellow countrymen
who lived there. - Thus fear and terror were added
to the mourning

| sent the young Mr. Tzipris, riding his horse, to
Safed to inform the French consul, the wise Rabbi
Yaakov Hai Abo, who had unofficially protected us
in the affairs of the colony since the day we arrived
in the land. The sheikh of the village peasants also
rode in haste on his noble horse, and quickly
informed the government of the matter in Safed.
Meanwhile, the news also reached the family of
the slain man in Safed. At lightning speed, about
two hundred Arab men, women, and children from
the family arrived. Sticks and stones in their hands,
and they attacked the colony with terrible shouts
and howls, and threw stones at the windows of the
houses, and shattered the panes. The peasants
hid inside the houses and closed the doors, and
cried and prayed to God. Some of the attackers
also attacked with knives

| consider it my duty to note here that the sheikh
Haijj Ali Gilbod and the peasants of the village were
the ones who protected us Standing like an iron
wall in front of the attackers and preventing them
from shedding blood. If it were not for the sheikh
and the sheikh at their head, who knows if the
blood avengers would not have killed us in their
anger and boiling blood; because the number of
Jews was small, and they did not have the courage
to stand before the family members when their
bodies were laid before them. - Only the village
avengers stood like a wall in front of the Jewish
houses and cried out loudly that the Jews were not
to blame and that the disaster had happened by
mistake. In the meantime, the soldiers sent by the
government from Safed arrived, and also the
aforementioned French consul and his two
brothers, the wise old Rabbi, Rabbi Avraham Abbu
and the wise Rabbi Yitzhak Abbu, with the consul's
kavasim came. The government soldiers
immediately took the slain man and the young man
who had killed him, to bring them to Safed and
hand them over to the government. The blood
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avengers also returned to Safed to avenge their
revenge on the young man. On the way, they threw
stones at him until he fainted. The assailants
thought him dead, and their anger subsided a little
and they let go of him, and the soldiers were able
to bring him to the prison in Safed, where he was
taken back to life. In the face of this disaster, and
out of grief, sorrow, and fear, we said to postpone
the wedding for a few days, until the fury had
passed. But the honorable brothers, the consul,
and the elders of the village, strengthened and
strengthened our hearts and persuaded us not to
postpone the wedding. Although our joy was not
complete, the Arab village tribes, who took part in
the joy, danced all night. We naively thought that
with the arrest of the young man and his surrender
to trial, the matter was over and the danger was
over, and from now on we could work in peace in
the colony and wait until the trial was over, - as is
customary in Europe in such cases. But we were
wrong. Because the anger of the bloodthirsty
Arabs was not quelled and the attacks on the
members of the colony by the family of the
murdered man did not cease, and it was
impossible for the members of the colony to go to
the city of Safed without enlisting the help of those
soldiers that the government had placed within the
colony to guard it. Of course, the colony was
well-equipped for all this. The road that the
members of the colony had to take on their way to
Safed passed through the quarter of the city where
the family of the murdered man lived, and
members of that family would go out against the
members of the colony as they passed there, and
attack them with stones and sticks, and some
would even shoot at them from the muzzle of a
rifle, and for this reason the members of the colony
were forced to go in a gang, in a convoy, several
people at a time, and with a strong escort. Once
such a convoy returned from Safed at dawn, and
among them was also the aforementioned
"newlywed, the wedding guest", and members of
the family of the murdered man attacked it and
shot at the people, and only by a miracle they
managed to escape and scattered in all directions.
Because of the darkness, the assailants did not
know where to pursue them, and when the
pursued arrived at the colony, they saw that the
younger of the aforementioned couple was gone...
Only after much searching until midnight did they
find her lost among the mountains and rocks,
exhausted to the point of helplessness, and bring
her to the colony. True, the government placed
some of the assailants in prison, and the elders of
the family were forced to sign that they were
guarantors for their sons, that they would not harm
the members of the colony; but what could be
done against children and women who would
occasionally go out in crowds and throw stones at
passersby? There is no law or justice for all of this
under Turkish law - and you, alive and well, cried
out "This shameful affair cost the colony large
sums of money, which emptied its treasury, which
even without this was not very rich. The city of
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Safed also suffered from this and helped with alms
collected for this purpose from various benefactors
abroad. Colonel Michael Goldschmidt, the Zionist,
who visited the colony at that time, sent his help of
one hundred English pounds. And after all - the
young man was afraid to stay around Safed, and
he left the country and went down to Egypt

The writer Rabbi Elazar Rokach was then the
secretary of the central committee of the Lovers of
Zion in Galts, Romania, and he had some claim
against the sellers of the land of Jauni. For one
reason or another, he made a noise in Romania.
That the purchase that | bought the land was not a
purchase, that | was deceived, that | have no
official claims on the land, of course, because this
made a bad impression in Romania. The
committee from Monash informed me of this and
asked me to prove with clear evidence the
authenticity of the purchase, and to confirm the
official documents by official offices - by European
consuls and by Mr. Emil Frank in Beirut, who had
come on behalf of the central committee in Galtz.
Of course, | immediately confirmed the documents
with the French consul, and by the rabbis of Safed.
| also had to travel to Beirut, to confirm the
documents with Mr. Frank. My old mother was then
terminally ill - and how could | leave her in such a
state? But my mother, the late Tzaddik, upon
hearing this, asked if no one else could travel in
my place, and when it was explained to her that
the documents were in my name, and therefore |
had to travel, and no one else was qualified to do
so - she said that if it was for the good of the
colony, | had to travel, and | was obliged to travel.
This was three days before her death, on the sixth
day of the month of Nisan.

In Beirut | confirmed the Kushites with Mr. Frank,
and sent everything to Romania, and with this the
mouths of the liars were shut.

Even in Safed there were those who wrote against
us. Because, as is known, the superiors of the
Kollel in Romania opposed the new settlement:
they were afraid that it would harm the partition.
Once | was walking down the street with one of the
above-mentioned officials, R. Y. B., and behold, a
funeral procession passed by - and that day two
deceased people had already been buried in the
city. All three of the deceased were old men, eighty
or ninety years old and older. As is known, there
were more than ten thousand people in the city of
Safed at that time (now there are fewer than a
thousand people), almost all of them old men and
women, because only such people would come to
Israel in general and Safed in particular - to die
and be buried in holy land. It is no wonder, then, if
it happened that three people died in one day,
since these people were still alive, before coming
to Israel, and were called dead! And when the
above-mentioned official R. Y. B. turned to me and
said: Look, how in Israel three people die in one
day, a land that devours its inhabitants... - |
answered him with a parable: They tell of a man
who entered his house, one of his friends who was
heavy-spoken, and upon entering he began to
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stammer: Ts-ts-p-ra-taba. The owner of the house
turned to him and said in a tone: My friend, you
need to start your ts-pa-taba "while you are away
from home and when you open the door, you will
finish ts-pa-taba", and you will not have to stutter in
my house. So are these old people: they stutter
their death while they are still abroad, because
only then do they decide to travel to the Land of
Israel when they feel that their end is near. Here in
the Land of Israel they are only finishing their dying
stutter. Not so the people who come here young, in
their full lives, to work and live here, - they will live
and grow old in the Land of Israel... The officer fell
silent

Three water springs came out of the mountains to
the settlement, the pipes had not yet been
arranged to continue the water from the springs to
the settlement and beyond and in order to water
the animals of the settlement they built a pool with
a trough, to which the water from the springs was
drawn by a channel above the surface of the earth,
and half of the water was lost on the way to being
drawn until they had enough In the narrowing for
the herd of the colony, and also for the herd of the
neighboring Arab village members who also have
a share in the water; and on the border of the land
of the colony, Rosh Pena, lives a tribe of Bedouins
from Zangaria, and they also had a large herd of
cattle, but water was not enough for them, and
they are accustomed to watering their herds
wherever they find ready water, and since the pool
and watering place were built, the Bedouins came
with their herds to water them, until our cattle were
left thirsty; we argued with the shepherds to
explain to them the injustice they were doing to us.
We tried to drive them out, but we could not. We
complained to their sheikh in a peaceful way, and
he promised us to settle the matter, and all his
promises were in vain, and when we realized that
we would not achieve our goal in a peaceful way,
we decided to go out by force to drive the
Bedouins out. We set guards at the pool and drove
the shepherds and their herds out with a strong
hand, by force of arms. The shepherds went and
complained to their sheikh, because they were
born to "They expelled them; we knew that the
matter would not go away without an attack from
the Bedouins, we arranged a strong defense, and
waited for any sudden event."

The next day at noon the proud sheikh appeared
riding his noble horse, his sword on his thigh, and
with him a camp of horsemen and foot soldiers
ready for war. We opened in peace, spoke and
argued respectfully with them, while the shepherds
with their flocks reached the water pool, and we
stopped in their way. And suddenly a shower of
stones rained down on us, and the war broke out
in full force! The two heroes of spirit and brave
hearts surrounded the Bedouins behind them, and
our guards of the pool in front of them fought. We
indeed received the blows of judgment, but they,
the Bedouins, also received a good portion to
remember: one of the farmers, the hero of the day,
threw a stone straight at the sheikh's head, who
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overturned and fell from his horse to the ground,
bathing in his blood; When the Bedouins saw that
their hero had fallen, they were discouraged and
wanted to raise him up, and while they were busy
with their hero to raise him up, we had enough
time to drive away the shepherds, and the herds
scattered in every direction; the Bedouins took
their sheikh and turned their backs on us to flee.
Then we entertained them with beautiful and
abundant gifts, so that it would be a lasting
memory for them. We returned to the pool and
watered our herd, and returned to the settlement
tired and exhausted. We also had a number of
wounded, for they were many of us, and yet they
did not add to our territory, because the fear of our
heroism fell upon them, and after we reconciled
with them through mutual efforts, peace has
continued with them to this day. The three
aforementioned heroes who distinguished
themselves by their heroism were Pesach Leib
Bukshter and Menachem Grabowski (both of
whom are now in the world of truth, the late). And
the third, Mr. Shmuel Katz, is still in his heroism,
speaking for many years. He is the current head of
the colony committee. The sad situation that the
disaster caused us lasted about eight months, until
on the one hand the trial was over, and the young
man was acquitted in his verdict, in which he killed
a person by mistake: and on the other hand, the
members of the family of the deceased saw that
justice was not on their side. And they agreed to
make a peace treaty with the people of the colony.
Of course, they were not satisfied with the
government's trial, because they lacked the
person; and according to the custom of the Arabs,
in order that the wrath of the blood-suckers might
be appeased and for the sake of He established
the peace on a firm and firm basis, and the colony
paid to the father of the deceased a ransom of
thirty-three thousand three hundred and
thirty-three Turkish shillings, which is
approximately eight thousand gold pieces. In
addition, certain ceremonies were held, as is
customary: a feast at the house of the father of the
deceased for both families, that of the deceased
and that of the slayer; the father of the slayer, or
the elder of his family, covers the father of the slain
with a new cloak, which remains with him as a gift,
not to be returned. - And with this peace was
established.

The general principles of the group and the
purpose of their actions

I) The general purpose of the group is to improve
the material and moral condition of the colony and
to be an example to the our brothers of the house
of Israel, wherever they are, to encourage the
hearts of the Israelites to settle in Israel and to
build the ruins of the nation and to help with all
their ability those who love the Holy Land in
dedication.

I) The members of the group are obliged to work
with all their ability and with all their soul for the
benefit of the community and for the benefit of the
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idea of returning to Israel, and to walk in the spirit
of our Torah, our religion, the Holy Spirit, and the
Israeli nation

I) They must do everything in their power for the
benefit of the colony and strive to establish it on
strong and loyal foundations, to flourish and
ensure its existence and to fulfill the goal that was
presented to them in the 36th

n) The members of the group have the law and the
law as citizens' law and have the right to express
their opinion on all matters that are for the purpose
of the colony

I) The law of citizens is only for those who have
settled in the colony to this day. But those who will
come from today to the colony and buy a share in
our colony have only the right as residents And
they will not be able to express their opinion like
the citizens until they have lived in the colony for
three years in order and behave properly
according to the spirit of religion and the spirit of
the colony, and then they will have a civil right.

A) A register will be placed in the committee
house, and each member of the group will be able
to demand it from the scribe and write in it an
opinion or advice regarding the benefit of the group
and the colony, or if he has a claim about the
actions of the elected officials. And at each and
every meeting, the secretary will read before those
gathered what is written in the register, and the
elected officials will look at them and write a
response on their side and draw up their decision
in writing and deliver it to that member.

B) At the end of the first year, the land will be
divided into two borders according to the house of
the aforementioned committee of elected officials,
and each will receive a book of acquisitions from
the committee by the government and the
expenses at the expense of the recipient, recorded
in the borders in the eides and biununs and ziborit
and his share in the colony and his house and the
distribution will be according to fate.

Mg) Everything A trade or craft that is wholly or
mainly exclusive to the members of the colony may
not be carried on by one of its members, and in
any case by a foreigner, without the consent of the
committee. In general, the committee must see to it
that all these merchants and workshops are
founded on the foundations of sociability, so that all
the members of the colony may benefit from them,
and that no one may eat at the expense of another.
And if a man comes to the committee and wishes
to open a shop or a mill, or the like, things that the
members of the colony need and from which he
will earn his living, the committee cannot give
consent to this without first asking the community
at a general meeting, lest other members of the
colony wish to participate in this business. But if a
man wishes to establish a large trading house or a
factory whose goods will be exported outside the
colony, the committee cannot stop him, and will
only impose an annual tax on him for the needs of
the community when it sees fit. All members of the
colony are obliged to observe all the Mitzvot of
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Eretz Yisrael, unless with the permission of the
rabbis. And the wise men of the generation

(Any dispute that has arisen between the members
of the community shall be submitted to the
committee, and they shall mediate between them
according to the law, and the difficult matter shall
be submitted to the general assembly or, with its
consent, to the rabbis of Safed, whom the
committee shall elect

(In the event of the death of a member, the colony
shall oversee his widow and orphans and support
them to the best of their ability, and if the deceased
is one of those who work their land with their
hands, for all the members of the community to
work and maintain it, and if his land was worked by
laborers, it shall continue to be worked by laborers
at the widow's expenses, and a supervisor shall be
appointed by the community for as long as the
committee finds it necessary

(No one of the members of the colony may sell his
land to anyone who is not a member of the colony,
nor to any of the members of the colony, unless
with the consent of the committee of the colony, for
a period of ten years from the time of its
foundation. The colony

(a) If any member of the community wishes to
leave his seat in the colony and move to another
city, then his house, land, and all his share and
right that he has in the colony will be decided on
the profit of the colony, and all this is up to ten
years, and ten years if he wishes to remove his
seat from the colony, then the committee will put
his share in the land and house and he can then
sell his share as the committee will value fairly to
anyone the committee agrees with.

(b) If the finder finds any piece of land near and
near our colony that is up for sale, no member of
the community will be able to buy it, only whoever
wishes to buy will submit the notice to the
committee and the committee will buy it, and the
committee will sell it to whoever it sees fit.

(c) The committee supervises all the needs of the
community and is the representative of the entire
community in all matters concerning the
community's relationship with the government, and
he - or someone whom the committee members
will choose from among themselves - must be the
advocate between the community and the
government to protect each individual member of
the colony and to submit all Any legal matter that
he may have regarding the estate or his own
affairs to the government and to bring his affairs to
light, whether at the expenses of the community or
at the expenses of the individual as the committee
sees fit, as well as to collect government taxes
from each and every one and pay them to it at any
time.

Every act and ruling of the general assembly and
of the committee of elected officials shall be for the
council without any interference, without any
censure, and without any personal burden, and for
matters that are conveyed to the heart about which
it is said and fear your God. During the assembly
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and during the negotiations, no one is permitted to
interfere in the words of his fellow and is not
permitted to say, "Accept my opinion," and
whoever has not been ruled upon by a law similar
to his, whether it was during the assembly or not,
he shall not be angry or enraged, and he shall not
be disparaged after the decision of the committee
and shall not be disparaged. And whoever does
so, he grieves the community and causes peace to
be divided from Israel. But whoever upholds the
regulations of the community and assists by them,
he is a pursuer of peace, and he shall be entitled
to see the Lord return to Zion.

The conduct of the colony as a whole

Nb) If any member of the colony is found to be
quarrelsome, quarrelsome, and displeased with his
conduct, the committee shall reprimand him three
times, and thereafter the general assembly may, by
majority vote, remove him from his estate and pay
him as much money for his estate as they honestly
value, or even accept his estate for free.

Nb) Everyone is obliged to do the work that the
committee assigns to him from the colony. If
anyone violates the committee's order regarding
work, then the committee has the power to punish
him by majority vote of the committee.

Nb) Every day in the morning at six francs or
twelve Turkish, everyone is obliged to go out to his
work and labor until the aforementioned evening
time.

Nb) Every day at midnight, everyone has two
hours to rest from his work.

Nb) No one shall despise another or call him a
contemptible name. Only peace, brotherhood, and
unity shall exist among them so that they may be
And to be praised in every corner of the land, and
whoever despises his neighbor or calls him a
contemptible name, the committee will punish him
according to the disgrace and the disgraced, and
the punishment will not be less than one franc for
the first time, and for the second time two francs,
and for the third time as the committee will impose
on him.

N) The members of the colony will not go out to
work in the field unless the majority agrees on
what work they will do and what kind of seed to
sow. At the time of plowing, they will all plow
together, at the time of sowing, they will all sow
together, and at the time of planting trees, they will
all plant together, and at the time of harvesting,
they will all harvest together, and likewise in
gathering the fruits, in all the work, they will all do
one work that is satisfactory to all, not one will turn
to his vineyard and another to his vineyard.

N) Each and every one is obliged to make his
watch, to go out within the colony, to stand on the
watchtower and to keep watch at night as the
committee will arrange, and no one will be able to
cancel his watch. He can only exchange it with his
neighbor or another person, so that one will go
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during the day and the other will go. Tomorrow,
and the guard is obliged to do it himself or pass
with someone from the colony and no one else can
stand in his place for a fee. They established and
agreed that no one from the colony should go out
with weapons (a rifle or, in our language, a bix)
with bullets that are capable of killing, only at night
when they go out on guard they will carry their
weapons and only to sound the horn. All these
regulations are permanent and valid and not one of
them will fall to the ground and only the authority is
in the hands of the general assembly if two thirds
of the members of the colony agree to add or
delete new regulations




