
… Middle School Book List …  
to stretch your learner’s thinking and knowledge 

 
Here are recommendations for your homeschool reading  

of award winning or well-regarded books.  
Parents, please choose from this list as it fits your goals and values. 

 

 
 

Historical Fiction: 
 
Burn My Heart by Beverley Naidoo (two boys—one white, one black—share an uneasy 
friendship during Kenya’s struggle for freedom in the 1950s.) 
Words on Fire by Jennifer A. Nielsen (Lithuania, 1893, .occupying Russian Cossack 
soldiers) 
Paperboy by Vince Vawter   (segregated south, similar to To Kill a Mockingbird.) 
Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson   (poetry, beginning of Civil Rights) 
Number the Stars by Lois Lowry (Jewish experience in WWII) 
Snow Treasure by Maria McSwigan (Norway during WWII) 
My Brother Sam is Dead by Collier (American Revolution) 
The Door in the Wall by Marguerite de Angeli (14th Century Britain) 
Strawberry Girl by Lois Lenski (Regional story from 1940s Florida) 
The Midwife’s Apprentice by Karen Cushman (Middle Ages) 
Sarah, Plain and Tall by Patricia MacLachlan (prairie living) 
Revolution is Not a Dinner Party by Ying Chang Compestine (1972; Chinese Revolution, 
Mao) 
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor (Mississippi; height of the 
Depression, racism and social injustice).  
The Breadwinner series by Deborah Ellis (Taliban’s rule in Afghanistan in the late 
1990s) 
Stella by Starlight by Sharon Draper   (multicultural, depression, Klan) 
Refugee by Alan Gratz (1930s Nazi Germany; Cuban girl in 1994; Syrian boy in 2015)  
Betsy and the Emperor by Staton Rabin (Napoleon Bonaparte) 
Angel on the Square by Glora Whelan (Russian Revolution) 

https://www.amazon.com/Burn-My-Heart-Beverley-Naidoo/dp/0061432970
https://www.amazon.com/Words-Fire-Jennifer-Nielsen/dp/133827578X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=PLDCUMDXX7U9&keywords=Words+on+Fire+by+Jennifer+A.+Nielsen&qid=1666884741&qu=eyJxc2MiOiIyLjMxIiwicXNhIjoiMS43NCIsInFzcCI6IjEuNzMifQ%3D%3D&s=books&sprefix=words+on+fire+by+jennifer+a.+nielsen%2Cstripbooks%2C225&sr=1-1
http://amzn.to/2Bi2jdr
https://amzn.to/2H6RR9y
https://www.amazon.com/Number-Stars-Lois-Lowry/dp/0547577095/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1HHBOWLOHQPA&keywords=Number+the+Stars&qid=1667595140&qu=eyJxc2MiOiIxLjkxIiwicXNhIjoiMS4xNCIsInFzcCI6IjEuMTUifQ%3D%3D&sprefix=number+the+stars%2Caps%2C228&sr=8-1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/34601.Snow_Treasure?from_search=true&qid=eB3rifPEU2&rank=1
https://www.amazon.com/Brother-Sam-Dead-Scholastic-Gold/dp/0439783607/ref=sr_1_1?crid=NYTABD303KUU&keywords=My+Brother+Sam+is+Dead&qid=1667595080&qu=eyJxc2MiOiIyLjM3IiwicXNhIjoiMS42MiIsInFzcCI6IjEuNTkifQ%3D%3D&sprefix=my+brother+sam+is+dead%2Caps%2C223&sr=8-1
http://amzn.to/1o5gKPm
http://amzn.to/1xnxyYt
http://amzn.to/1lCTKWg
http://amzn.to/1pMal25
https://amzn.to/2H6Ryvq
https://amzn.to/2KBx28b
https://amzn.to/2Z6u3c3
https://amzn.to/2H93JYu
https://amzn.to/2Hb52Ge
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/176006.Betsy_and_the_Emperor?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=WqMS5Gjq2L&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/541844.Angel_on_the_Square?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=8bOgQzHwZC&rank=1


Turning 15 on the Road to Freedom: My Story of the 1965 Selma Voting Rights 
March by Lynda Blackmon Lowery 
Nory Ryan's Song by Patricia Reilly Giff  (Irish Potato Famine) 
 
 
Differences, Fiction 
 
Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt  
Bud Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis 
Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper 
Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick  
Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli 
Maniac McGee by Jerry Spinelli 
Anne of Green Gables Series by L.M. Montgomery 
Pictures of Hollis Woods by Patricia Reilly Giff  
 
 
Personal Growth / Coming of Age 
 
Missing May by Cynthia Rylant 
Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan (coping with being an outsider & loss) 
Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech 
Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan (Great Depression, Mexican immigration and 
field work) 
Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper 
Bridge to Terebithia by Katherine Paterson 
Wonder by R.J. Palacio 
The Wednesday Wars by Gary Schmidt 
Ghost by Jason Reynolds 
The Crossover by Kwame Alexander 
Harbor Me by Jacqueline Woodson   (student stories novel) 
Scorpions by Walter Dean Myers 
Sounder by by William H Armstrong 
Operation Yes by Sara Lewis Holmes  
Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson  
A Year Down Yonder by Richard Peck 
A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens  
Alex Rider Anthony Horowitz 10 explosive missions Action Adrenaline Adventure 
 
From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler  by E.L. Konigsburg 

https://amzn.to/2JhiVpC
https://amzn.to/2JhiVpC
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/130085.Nory_Ryan_s_Song?from_search=true&qid=SIGHUhjkBI&rank=1
https://www.amazon.com/Fish-Tree-Lynda-Mullaly-Hunt/dp/0142426423/ref=d_pd_sbs_sccl_2_3/140-3772627-3549241?pd_rd_w=k6dtN&content-id=amzn1.sym.e8ae2edd-d546-4619-bda8-82a9f33e83eb&pf_rd_p=e8ae2edd-d546-4619-bda8-82a9f33e83eb&pf_rd_r=KYXZJRAHSMHG70W4STCQ&pd_rd_wg=mYfmz&pd_rd_r=47cc64f6-22ac-4009-b60c-f7752f66fa36&pd_rd_i=0142426423&psc=1
http://amzn.to/2BQ52de
https://www.amazon.com/Out-My-Mind-Sharon-Draper/dp/1416971718/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3FJZI28HOJFP0&keywords=out+of+my+mind+by+sharon+draper&qid=1666885063&qu=eyJxc2MiOiIxLjY2IiwicXNhIjoiMS4xNCIsInFzcCI6IjEuMTMifQ%3D%3D&s=books&sprefix=out+of+my+mind%2Cstripbooks%2C236&sr=1-1
https://amzn.to/2H8ZhsF
https://amzn.to/2YTcYac
https://www.amazon.com/Maniac-Magee-Jerry-Spinelli/dp/0316809063/ref=sr_1_1?crid=24GHAU66IN1TU&keywords=maniac+magee&qid=1667334175&qu=eyJxc2MiOiIxLjY0IiwicXNhIjoiMC44OSIsInFzcCI6IjAuOTIifQ%3D%3D&s=books&sprefix=maniac+mcgee%2Cstripbooks%2C209&sr=1-1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/8127.Anne_of_Green_Gables
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/828084.Pictures_of_Hollis_Woods?from_search=true&qid=lGa0jJk9JH&rank=1
http://amzn.to/TFEtx2
http://amzn.to/2CH2f38
http://amzn.to/2BmihTD
https://amzn.to/2Z8Zmmg
https://www.amazon.com/Out-My-Mind-Sharon-Draper/dp/1416971718
https://amzn.to/2H7M8QP
http://amzn.to/2BBVAId
http://amzn.to/2BCIJpc
http://amzn.to/2z0p6Eg
https://amzn.to/2YOsJz3
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/37584983-harbor-me?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=ZIiEKWvPbC&rank=1
https://amzn.to/33FvYI6
https://www.amazon.com/Sounder-William-H-Armstrong/dp/0064400204/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2NUSHV0TGVIHN&keywords=sounder+by+william+h.+armstrong&qid=1667333910&qu=eyJxc2MiOiIxLjk1IiwicXNhIjoiMC44MSIsInFzcCI6IjEuMDQifQ%3D%3D&s=books&sprefix=Sounder%2Cstripbooks%2C215&sr=1-1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6270006-operation-yes?from_search=true&qid=Zho5yL6lwg&rank=1
http://amzn.to/1s4l5pO
http://amzn.to/1lUYStE
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6694791-charles-dickens-a-christmas-carol?from_search=true&qid=xYff52AZHI&rank=9
https://www.amazon.com/Horowitz-explosive-missions-Adrenaline-Adventure/dp/B00CDZKY5Q/ref=sr_1_3?crid=1CCGB7C4FJBEY&keywords=anthony+horowitz+books+for+kids&qid=1680818672&s=books&sprefix=anthoney+horowitz+boooks+for+kid%2Cstripbooks%2C217&sr=1-3
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/3980.From_the_Mixed_Up_Files_of_Mrs_Basil_E_Frankweiler
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/2713.E_L_Konigsburg


 
 
 
Biographies & True Stories 
 
I Am Malala : How One Girl Stood Up for Education and Changed the World by Malala 
Yousafzai (youth version) 
The Boys Who Challenged Hitler by Phillip M. Hoose 
Becoming Kareem: Growing Up On and Off the Court by Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 
I Will Always Write Back: How One Letter Changed Two Lives by Martin Ganada and 
Caitlin Alifrenka,  
Courage to Soar: A Body in Motion, a Life in Balance by Simone Bile 
Lion: A Long Way Home Young Readers’ Edition by Saroo Brierley 
The Keeper: The Unguarded Story of Tim Howard Young Readers’ Edition by Tim 
Howard 
 Vincent and Theo: The Van Gogh Brothers by Deborah Heiligman 
Enchanted Air: Two Cultures, Two Wings: A Memoir by Margarita Engle 
Going Solo by Roald Dahl  
 
 
 
Mystery 
 
Holes by Louis Sachar 
The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin  
The Ghost In The Tokaido Inn by Dorothy Hoobler (eighteenth-century Japan) 
Trials of Apollo series by Rick Riordan 
The Baby-Sitters Club by Ann Martin 

A Middle School Story: Dog Diaries series by James Patterson, 
Spy School Project X: Spy School by Stuart Gibbs, 
When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead  

 
 
Adventure 
 
Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell (based on the true story of Juana Maria, a 
Nicoleño  

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/i-am-malala-how-one-girl-stood-up-for-education-and-changed-the-world
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/the-boys-who-challenged-hitler-knud-pedersen-and-the-churchill-club
https://amzn.to/2Jz579r
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/i-will-always-write-back-how-one-letter-changed-two-lives
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/search/Martin%20Ganada%20and%20Caitlin%20Alifrenka
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/search/Martin%20Ganada%20and%20Caitlin%20Alifrenka
https://amzn.to/2LlNGX0
https://amzn.to/2JrcsaX
https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/25401120-the-keeper
https://amzn.to/2JrMlAv
https://amzn.to/2JbVwGa
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6678.Going_Solo?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=8FxZ9Q5Ie0&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/902.The_Westing_Game?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=HN7eoNG3Jx&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/827500.The_Ghost_in_the_Tokaido_Inn?from_search=true&qid=kgXE8FpVOU&rank=1
https://www.amazon.com/Trials-Apollo-3-Book-Paperback-Boxed/dp/1368051723/ref=sr_1_3_sspa?crid=3801E5LZWOSKG&keywords=middle+school+mysteries&qid=1667596048&qu=eyJxc2MiOiIyLjUyIiwicXNhIjoiMi4zNyIsInFzcCI6IjEuNzkifQ%3D%3D&sprefix=middle+school+mysteries%2Caps%2C267&sr=8-3-spons&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/The-Truth-About-Stacey-audiobook/dp/B07R8H1BKM/ref=sr_1_1?crid=YY6DPTW6T7HD&keywords=the+baby+sitters+club+book+3&qid=1667596278&qu=eyJxc2MiOiIwLjgyIiwicXNhIjoiMC44NCIsInFzcCI6IjAuODEifQ%3D%3D&s=audible&sprefix=baby-sitters+clu%2Caudible%2C240&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Curse-Mystery-Mutt-Middle-Diaries/dp/B08HPJP8T8/ref=sr_1_8?crid=NTIHR2I0Q6RB&keywords=middle+school+mystery+books&qid=1667596502&qu=eyJxc2MiOiI1LjEwIiwicXNhIjoiNC41MyIsInFzcCI6IjQuMzMifQ%3D%3D&s=audible&sprefix=middle+school+mystery+books%2Caudible%2C238&sr=1-8
https://www.amazon.com/Spy-School-Project/dp/B09TWZ68J1/ref=sr_1_6?crid=NTIHR2I0Q6RB&keywords=middle+school+mystery+books&qid=1667596502&qu=eyJxc2MiOiI1LjEwIiwicXNhIjoiNC41MyIsInFzcCI6IjQuMzMifQ%3D%3D&s=audible&sprefix=middle+school+mystery+books%2Caudible%2C238&sr=1-6
https://www.amazon.com/When-You-Reach-Me-Rebecca-Stead-audiobook/dp/B002HIT0GI/ref=sr_1_5?crid=NTIHR2I0Q6RB&keywords=middle+school+mystery+books&qid=1667596363&qu=eyJxc2MiOiI1LjEwIiwicXNhIjoiNC41MyIsInFzcCI6IjQuMzMifQ%3D%3D&s=audible&sprefix=middle+school+mystery+books%2Caudible%2C238&sr=1-5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juana_Maria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicole%C3%B1o


 ​ Native American left alone for 18 years on San Nicolas Island, California during 
the 19th century. ) 
Hatchet by Gary Paulsen 
Julie of the Wolves  series by Jean Craighead George 
The Broken Blade by William Durbin  
The King's Fifth by Scott O’Dell (1541 and a cartographer, Nuevo España (modern day 
Mexico and Arizona) searching for gold.) 
The Outlaws of Sherwood by Robin McKinley  
Treasure Island by Robert Lewis Stevenson  
 
 
 
 
The Giver Quartet by Lois Lowry 
The Wrinkle in Time Quintet by Madeleine L’Engle 
The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan 
The Shadow Children series by Margaret Peterson Haddix 
Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt 
The Princess Bride by William Goldman 
A Wizard of Earthsea by Ursula K le Guin 
Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH by Robert C. O’Brian 
Enchantress from the Stars by Silvia Engdahl  
The Girl Who Speaks Bear by Sophie Anderson  
The Thief Lord by Cornelia Funk 
The Gammage Cup  series by Carol Kendall 
Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Nicolas_Island
https://www.amazon.com/Julie-Wolves-HarperClassics-Craighead-George/dp/0064400581/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1EIYRVKX43NEH&keywords=Julie+of+the+Wolves&qid=1667334117&qu=eyJxc2MiOiIyLjQyIiwicXNhIjoiMS45NiIsInFzcCI6IjEuOTgifQ%3D%3D&s=books&sprefix=julie+of+the+wolves+%2Cstripbooks%2C222&sr=1-1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/313423.The_Broken_Blade?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=9V50biJo3Z&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/803454.The_King_s_Fifth?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=MAwAZsTIe6&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/41423.The_Outlaws_of_Sherwood?from_search=true&qid=HE7djCSO33&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/295.Treasure_Island?from_search=true&qid=vWyaYVuIsq&rank=1
http://amzn.to/2BB4Coz
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/409583.The_Wrinkle_in_Time_Quintet_Digest_Size_Boxed_Set
https://amzn.to/2H96HMG
https://amzn.to/2Z8vZRg
http://amzn.to/2CK84wD
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/21787.The_Princess_Bride
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/13642.A_Wizard_of_Earthsea?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=qQ3lUxHaw7&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/9822.Mrs_Frisby_and_the_Rats_of_NIMH?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=Ox6JPFeQ6P&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1450946.Enchantress_from_the_Stars?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=nIeX7FYIB7&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/43893965-the-girl-who-speaks-bear
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/113304.The_Thief_Lord?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=FM01v9vort&rank=3
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/158992.The_Gammage_Cup?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=U1aCCsUBaF&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/51496.The_Strange_Case_of_Dr_Jekyll_and_Mr_Hyde?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=mW64x8jKB1&rank=1


 
 
 
The One and Only Ivan 
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry 
Nory Ryan's Song by Patricia Reilly Giff | Full AudiobookIt's​
Bud not Buddy 
Maniac McGee audiobook​
A Year Down Yonder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h6oi3PZc2ko&list=PLQxvjRfdHDlm-ScDp7EpqKeQY4Z5v-H4n&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h6oi3PZc2ko&list=PLQxvjRfdHDlm-ScDp7EpqKeQY4Z5v-H4n&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLMRXTg2bFvFEr-QAc12ysODSlxYNrA6mW
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=znjWCfP9S-I&pp=ygUaTm9yeSBSeWFuJ3MgU29uZyBhdWRpb2Jvb2s%3D
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZ83zMQwpCsFYTef8q7OdWR4e0wgdncpi
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZ83zMQwpCsFYTef8q7OdWR4e0wgdncpi
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLoUs9aW1oTPh6NPcqkx0wZz3fkKu_P7DH
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zXLdbw-kMbk&list=PLO1Ltg2gm3OwtXXoIW_Vojma01T9AUz-3
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZ83zMQwpCsFYTef8q7OdWR4e0wgdncpi

