Ong Biden phai lam sao d€ xiéu long Viét Nam - ma van giup dudc nhiing ngudi ket sau

song sat
The Washington Post :How Biden can court Vietham — and help those stuck behind bars

" As other presidents have done, Mr. Biden will undoubtedly offer respect for Vietnam’s differing
political system. But he should also speak the truth to Vietnam’s leaders: No ruler or system is

made stronger when it destroys the rights and dignity of its own people.”
Nguon: The Washington Post
03/9/2023

Song ngit Viét Anh

Phi bang, xtc pham lanh
dao dang va nha nwéec: phai
xtr ly hinh sy

Trudc khi dng Biden nang ly chiic mling cac nha lanh dao tai Ha Noi, ng cling nén nhac nhd
thanh tich nhan quyén ngay cang té cta Viét Nam va kéu goi su thay doi.

Hoa Ky va Viét Nam sap slfa nang cap mai quan hé song phuang mét cach dang ké, khi Téng
théng Biden viéng tham Ha Noi vao ngay 10 thdng 9. K& hoach clia chinh quyén Hoa Ky nham

thiét 1ap “quan hé dai tac chién lugc” vdi Viét Nam dang dudc thic day bdi mong mudn kém

ché Trung Quéc & khu vuc An D6 Dudng-Théi Binh Duang. Nhung trudc khi dng Biden nang ly

chlc miing cac nha [dnh dao tai Ha N&i, dng cling nén nhac nhd thanh tich nhan quyén ngay
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cang té clia Viét Nam va kéu goi su thay doi. Tong thong hién c6 trong tay nhiéu han mot

phuong tién dé khuyén khich cai to.

Viét Nam la mot quoc gia doc dang do Dang Cong san Viét Nam cai tri. K& tif ndm 2016, dudi

su lanh dao theo dudng |6i cling ran cha Téng Bi thu Nguyén Phu Trong, chinh quyén Viét Nam
da tién hanh dan ap trén dién rong cac nha hoat dong, bat dong chinh kién, xa hoi dan su va

tu do ton gido.

Toan b ban lanh dao phong trac bién déi khi hdu cda Viét Nam hién dang bi téng giam; viéc
bo tl ho dd pha hiy nhiing né luc t6 chic va lién minh van déng cta phong trao nay. Ngay 1

thang Sau, Viét Nam da cdo budc nha hoat déng khi hdu hang dau, Hoang Thi Minh Hong, toi

tron thué khién ba trd thanh nha hoat dong méi trudng thi ndam phai d6i mat vdi cao budc
nhu vay trong hai nam qua. Mot bao cao diéu tra nhan quyén do Du an 88 cong bé vao thang 4
cho th3y nha cdm quyén da vii khi hda luat thué dé bit miéng cac nha hoat ddong moi trugng

nhu thé nao.

Viéc Viét Nam dan ap nhitng nha hoat dong nay hoan toan déi nghich thda thuan Viét Nam da
ky két v3i Lién minh Chiu Au va Nhém G7, cdng thém DPan Mach va Na Uy, dugc goi la DSi tac
Chuyén d6i Nang lugng Céng bang, nham gidp Viét Nam huy ddng it nhat 15,5 ty USD tUf cc
nha dau tu cdng va tu hong dap Ung cam két s& dat mdic phat thai rong bang 0 vao nam 2050.
Théa thuan nay quy dinh rang “dé qua trinh chuyén dé&i dién ra mét cach cdng bang va hap ly,
[Viét Nam] can phai tham van thudng xuyén vdi gidi truyén thong bao chi, vdi cac té chic phi
chinh pht cling nhu cac bén lién quan khac dé bao dam co su dong thuén rong rai trong xa

hoi”.

Hién c6 193 nha hoat dong dang bi cam tu & Viét Nam. D4 la chua tinh nhiing ngudi bi budc

[uu vong hodc phai séng trong im [ang. Nhiéu ngudi da bi nha nudc bé tu vi nhitng cdo budc

dua trén céc diéu khodn ma ho trong bd luat hinh su. Chang han nhu Diéu 117 - hinh su hda

viéc “lam, tang trii, phd bién hodc tuyén truyén thdng tin, tai liéu, san phdm nham chéng nha
nudc,” hay Diéu 331 - cam “Igi dung cac quyén tu do, dan chl xdm pham Igi ich ctia nha

nudc.” Vi du cu thé nhat la trudng hgp tac gia va nha bao Pham Doan Trang, ngudi nam ngoai
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dudc tang Giai thudng Phu nii Dling cdm Quéc té tuf B trudng Ngoai giao Hoa Ky, hién dang
thu an 9 nam tu bdi cdo budc tuyén truyén chong nha nudc. Khi & Ha NGi, dng Biden can ndi
véi nhitng ngudi da bo tu Poan Trang rang: Hay tha ¢6 ay ra, cung tat ca cac tu nhan chinh tri

khac.

Cudc dan dp tu Ha Noi cling dd dan dén viéc giai thé nhiing td chiic bao vé mai trudng, cac
nha xuat ban doc lap, hiép héi cac nha bao doc lap chia dat nudc va mot té chiic chéng tham
nhiing phi chinh pha. Nhiéu ca nhan tuy khéng cd lich st hoat dong cé té chlc nhung stf dung
mang xa hoi dé [én tiéng vé tham nhiing, vé viéc kiém soat dai dich hay cac vu lam dung tai
nguyén cong cling d6i dién nguy cg bi truy t6. Cac bién phap kiém soat ddi véi xa hoi dan sy
da trd nén nghiém ngat hon - gia tang han ché trong gidi hoc thuat va cac hdi nghi quéc té,
tang cudng giam sat cac to chlc trong nudc dua vao ngudn tai trg nudc ngoai va kiém duyét
truyén thong xa hoi. Uy ban Tu do Ton gido Quéc té Hoa Ky da phét hién “nhiing vi pham tu do
ton gido nghiém trong dang dién ra va c6 hé thong” & Viét Nam va da kéu goi chinh phu Hoa

Ky liét Viét Nam vao danh sach “quéc gia can quan tdm dac biét” dua theo Pao ludt Tu do Ton

gido Qudc té nam 1998.

Hoa Ky va Viét Nam thiét lap quan hé song phuong vao ndm 1995. D&n nam 2013 thi Tong
thong Barack Obama khdi phat “quan hé doi tac toan dién” véi Ha NGi. Viéc chinh phu Biden
mudn nang cap mai quan hé 1én “ddi tac chién lugc” la ¢d ¢d s6 - ca vé thudng mai lan dia
chinh tri. Viét Nam chac chan roi sé dudc hudng cac diéu kién thuong mai uu dai han, cling
nhu su hgp tac quan su sau rong hon. Song 6ng Biden cling khong thé bd qua tinh trang nhan

quyén ngay cang xau di ctia Viét Nam.

Hay |3y hiép dinh thuong mai yéu ménh do 6ng Obama dé xudng lam vi du. Qua Hiép dinh DJi
tac xuyén Thai Binh Dudng (TPP) Viét Nam nhin thay cd hoi ti€p can nhiéu hdn mot trong
nhiing thi trudng xuat khau [8n nhat ctia minh la Hoa Ky. Dong thgi TPP cling sé budc chinh

quyén phai cho phép cong nhén thanh lap cong doan doc lap, cdm st dung lao dong tré em

trai phap luat va mang lai cho cac cong ty tu nhan cc hoi ldn han dé canh tranh vdi doanh

nghiép nha nudc do Bang Cong san van hanh. Vé mat dan sy thi ngugi dan sé dugc c6 mot
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“mang Internet md va mién phi”. Rat tiéc éng Donald Trump da rit Hoa Ky ra khoi TPP ngay

sau khi nham chdic tdng théng, thé |a bao |gi ich dudc hdia hen bong dung tan bién.

MGt lan nita, 6ng Biden can thic day Viét Nam thay d6i - va phai quyét chi hon nita hong dat
dugc nhiing théa thuan thudng mai quan trong nham gia tang su thinh vugng dong thdi cai
thién diéu kién séng & nhitng nudc nhu Viét Nam.

Nhu cic di téng théng trudc da lam, 6ng Biden chac chadn s& thé hién su tdn trong ddi véi hé
théng chinh tri khac biét ctia Viét Nam. Tuy nhién dng cling nén néi thang, néi that vdi cac nha
l3nh dao Ha N&i rang: Khéng nha cdm quyén hay thé ché nao cé thé manh [én khi n6 cha dap

nhan quyén va pham gia cia ngudi dan.

https://vietnamthoibao.org

How Biden can court Vietham — and help those stuck behind bars

The Post's View
Opinion

By the Editorial Board

August 30, 2023


https://www.washingtonpost.com/donald-trump/?itid=lk_inline_manual_16
https://vietnamthoibao.org/vntb-ong-biden-phai-lam-sao-de-xieu-long-viet-nam-ma-van-giup-duoc-nhung-nguoi-ket-sau-song-sat/

Secretary of State Antony Blinken meets with General Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong at

Communist Party of Vietnam headquarters in Hanoi on April 15. (Pool/via REUTERS)

The United States and Vietnam are on the cusp of a significant upgrade in their relationship,

to be sealed when President Biden visits Hanoi on Sept. 10. The administration’s plan to

establish a “strategic partnership” with Vietnam is driven by a desire to counter China in the

Indo-Pacific region. But before Mr. Biden raises a toast to Vietnam’s leaders, he should call out
Vietnam’s deteriorating human rights record and press for change. The president has more

tools to encourage reform than it might appear.

Vietnam is a one-party state ruled by the Communist Party of Vietnam. Since 2016, under the
reign of hard-line General Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong, the government has undertaken a

wide-ranging crackdown on activism, dissent, civil society and religious freedom.

The entire leadership of the country’s climate change movement is now incarcerated, and the

jailings have destroyed its organizational efforts and advocacy coalitions. On June 1, Vietnam
formally charged the country’s leading climate activist, Hoang Thi Minh Hong, with tax
evasion, making her the fifth environmentalist to face such charges in the past two years. A
human rights investigation published in April by the 88 Project shows how authorities have

weaponized the tax-evasion law to silence environmentalists.
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Vietnam’s persecution of these activists runs against its agreement with the European Union
and Group of Seven nations, as well as Denmark and Norway, called the Just Energy

Transition Partnership, to help Vietnam mobilize at least $15.5 billion from public and private

investors to meet its commitment to net-zero emissions by 2050. The agreement stipulates
that “for the transition to be just and equitable, regular consultation is required, including

with media, NGOs and other stakeholders so as to ensure a broad social consensus.”

There are 193 activists in prison in Vietnam. This does not include those who have been forced
into exile or otherwise silenced. Many of those in prison were charged with vaguely worded

provisions in the penal code, such as Article 117, which criminalizes “making, storing,

disseminating, or propagandizing information, materials and products that aim to oppose the
State,” or Article 331, which bars “abusing the rights to freedom and democracy to infringe
upon the interests of the state.” For example, Vietnamese author and journalist Pham Doan
Trang, who last year was a recipient of the U.S. Secretary of State’s International Women of
Courage Award, is serving a nine-year prison sentence for supposedly spreading propaganda
against the state. When in Hanoi, Mr. Biden ought to tell her jailers: Let her go, along with all

the other political prisoners.

The crackdown has also led to the dissolution of environmental groups, independent

publishing houses, the country’s association of independent journalists and a
nongovernmental anti-corruption organization. People who have no history of organized
activism but are using social media to voice grievances about corruption, pandemic controls
and the misuse of public resources are also facing prosecution. Controls on civil society have
become more stringent, including restrictions on academics and international conferences,
increased scrutiny of domestic organizations that rely on foreign funding, and censorship of
social media. The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom has found
“systematic, ongoing, and egregious violations of religious freedom” in Vietnam and has
urged the U.S. government to designate it a “country of particular concern” under the 1998

International Religious Freedom Act.
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The United States and Vietnam established bilateral relations in 1995, and President Barack
Obama in 2013 launched a “comprehensive partnership” with Hanoi. The Biden
administration’s pursuit of an upgrade to “strategic partnership” is grounded in trade and
geopolitics. It will allow Vietnam access to preferential trade terms and greater military

cooperation. But Mr. Biden cannot neglect the spiraling human rights situation.

The example of the Trans-Pacific Partnership, Mr. Obama’s doomed trade pact, is instructive.
Vietnam saw a chance for greater access to one of its biggest export markets, the United States.
It agreed to allow independent trade unions, outlaw child labor and give private firms a greater
chance to compete against the Communist-run state sector. Citizens were promised a “free and
open internet.” Unfortunately, President Donald Trump pulled the plug on the TPF, and the
promised gains were lost. Mr. Biden should push again for change — and be more willing to
strike substantial trade deals that would both generate wealth and improve conditions in

places such as Vietnam.

As other presidents have done, Mr. Biden will undoubtedly offer respect for Vietnam’s differing
political system. But he should also speak the truth to Vietnam’s leaders: No ruler or system is

made stronger when it destroys the rights and dignity of its own people.
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