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Nhiéu lan trong nhirng cudc chuyén trd voi ban beé hay nguoi quen, toi thuong nghe ho

phan nan: “Dao nay & hai ngoai tdi thay cé nhiéu nguoi ding nhirng tir trong nudc nghe khé
chiu qua!” Nhing ltic 4y, ti cuoi dap lai: “Trong cAu néi ciia anh/chi ciing c6 mét chir ‘trong
nudéc’, @6 la chur ‘to’!”

That vay, cling nhu nhirng ngudi 4y, toi rat lay 1am khé chiu vé nhiing chir “nhép cang” tir
bén Viét Nam qua. Tuy nhién, chit lam ti khé chiu nhét chinh 1a chit “ti”. Lau nay, toi vin
suy nghi, tim toi trong kho tiéng Viét truyén thdng cta ching ta xem cé khi nao hay ¢ dau
chiing ta dung chit “t” hay khong. Hay 12 tir liic nhitng nguoi cong san vao chiém mién Nam,
chiling ta méi bat ¢au nghe (va sau d6 la diing) chir ay.

Hai chit “tir” va “chit” déu 1a tiéng Han-Viét. Vay chiing ta nén bit dau tir tiéng Han dé
xem ngon nganh ra sao da. Xin phép cho t6i dugc “dai dong van ty” mot chut khi tim vé dau
méi cta hai chir nay. Trudc hét, chit “tir” 1 phién am ciia chir Han &. Trudc khi xét dén cach
dich trong tiéng Viét, ching ciing nén xem qua cach dich qua tiéng Anh caa chit ndy ra sao.
Toi d3 tra ciru mot sb tir dién Anh-Hoa va Hoa-Anh thi thay ho dich qua dich lai mot cach long
vong, lan quan. Tra tir dién Hoa-Anh, toi thay chir §lcé hai nghia chinh trong tiéng Anh la
“word” va “phrase”. Nhung néu tra ngugc dung tir dién Anh-Hoa, tdi lai thiy chir “word”
tuong duong véi chir = trong tiéng Han. Khi tra tir dién Han-Viét, ta s& thdy ZPc6 nghia la

“chit” hay “chit cai”, trong khi &l lai 12 “nhém chit”!



Ngoai viéc tra ctru trong sach vé, téi con tim thém cach khac qua thuc té. Cach day
khéng 1au, trong mot 16p tiéng Tay Ban Nha tdi day & mot truong dai hoc cong dong, cé co
hoc tro nguoi Hoa. Trong gid giai lao, téi hoi cd ta vé hai chir § va =. Toi viét 1én bang chir
Tay Ban Nha “mesa” (c6 nghia la ‘cai ban’) va nhém chit “en la mesa” (c6 nghia la ‘trén ban’),
doan t6i hoi 6 ta goi danh tir “mesa” va nhom chit “en la mesa” bang nhitng tén vin pham gi
trong tiéng Quan Thoai. T6i thay c6 ta ciing kha ling ting. Suy nghi mot hdi, c6 bao dbi voi
“chit viét” (‘written word’) thi c6 dung chit = (ciing nhu chiing ta thuong nghe nhiing ngudi
Hoa néi tiéng Quang Pong néi “xé chi” B =P, c6 nghia 1a “viét chir”). Con néi dén “chir n6i”
(‘spoken word’) thi c6 dung ca hai chir §lva F! Tuy nhién, d6i véi nhém chit (‘phrase’) “en la
mesa”(ma & Viét Nam goi 1a “cum tir”!), c¢d bao chi c6 mot cach goi 1a EAlma thoi.

Tong hop lai nhitng gi di tra cru qua tir dién va 10i giai thich cta c6 hoc tro nguoi Hoa,
tam thoi t6i ghi nhan nhimng nghia chinh cua hai chit 5Fva §anhu sau:

Chir Hdn Am Hdn-Viét | Am Viét Nghia tiéng Anh Nghia tiéng Viét
o tu tur word; phrase chit; nhdm chit
= tu chtr word; character; letter | chit; chir cai

That 1a rac rbi! Tai sao hai chit Han nay lai vira déng nghia vira khac nghia nhu vay?
Tiéng Han dung loai vin ty goi 1a twong hinh (‘pictographic’ hay ‘logographic’) va tugng y
(‘ideographic’), khac véi tiéng Viét ching ta ngay nay dung hé thong chir cai (‘alphabetic).
Trong khi mét chit tiéng Viét (‘word’) dugc phan tich ra thanh nhiéu chir cai (‘letter’), thi mot
chit caa tiéng Han (trong tiéng Anh vira goi 13 ‘word’ = &, ma ciing goi 13 ‘character’ = =)
dugc phan tich ra thanh nhiéu nét (¥ ‘stroke’). Chinh tir hai khai niém khac nhau cua hai
loai vin ty trong tiéng Han va tiéng Viét ma nay sinh ra sy mo ho vé y nghia caa hai chir fva
=Fkhi du nhéap vao tiéng Viét. N6i cach khdc, hai chit nay cé thé ddng nghia trong tiéng Han,
nhung khi vao tiéng Viét, chiing c6 thé vira 13 ddng nghia, vira c6 nghia tuong phan! Ngudi
Hoa khéng c6 khai ni€ém “chit” (c6 nghia la ‘letter’), ma chi cé khai niém “nét” (‘stroke’).
Trong khi d6, ngudi Viét chiing ta c6 khai niém giéng nhu nguoi néi tiéng Anh hay tiéng Phap
vé “chit” (‘word’/‘mot’) va “chit cai” (‘letter’/‘lettre’) vi cung dung chung bang mau tu
La-tinh.

Trong kho tir vung cta tdi (va ctia rat nhiéu nguoi khac) khong cé chir “tir”. Tuy vay,
trong cau vira rdi toi lai c6 dung chit “tir vung”, cé chtra chir “tir”! Xin duoc giai thich diéu nay.
Chir “ti” trong tiéng Viét truyén théng khong dung riéng 1é ma chi dung trong nhiing chir
kép. Mot s vi du khac ngoai chtr “tir vyng” 1a “danh tir, dong tur, phép tu tu, tir ngit”, van van
va van van. Trong nhiéu cudn tir dién néi tiéng, chir “tir” khong duoc liét ké riéng ma chi nam
chung véi mot sé chit khac nhu di néu trén dudi dang chir kép, hodc c6 liét ké riéng nhung
khéng c6 nghia 1a “chit/word”. Pién hinh 14 nhirng cuén tir dién sau day:



= Tir Dién Han-Viét - Dao Duy Anh, Hué, 1932:
Tir #iLoi van — Mot thé van Tau - Loai chif ciing goi 1a tir (trang 333).
« Hdn Viét Tir Pién - Thiéu Chiru, Ha Noi, 1942:
&4 tir 1 10i van 2 mot 16i vian dé hat, nhu tir khicgd B 3 cac chit dung dé giap loi
vin déu goi la tir, nhu nhing chit 4, R, v.v. (trang 616).
= Viét-Anh Anh-Viét Tir Dién Théng Dung — Nguyén Van Khén, Sai Gon, 1967:
tir Danh tir: Noun. Péng tir: Verb. Dién tir: Speech (trang 819).

Nguoc lai, ciing trong cling mét tir dién ciia Nguyén Van Khon da dan ¢ trén, tac gia da
giai thich chit “chit” véi nghia dau tién nhu sau:

chir 1 letter, word, character. Hay chir: lettered, literate, well-read (trang 203).

Trong 4n ban bo tdi Tir Pién Anh-Viét — English-Vietnamese Dictionary (1967, do nha
xuat ban Khai Tri in 1an thi tu), tac gia Nguyén Van Khon di giai thich chit “word” trong tiéng
Anh 1a “chit” chit khéng phai 1a “tir” trong tiéng Viét:

word n. 1 tiéng, chit, 10i. Word for word translation: sy dich timg chit mot. He doesn’t
know a word of Latin: N6 khong biét mot chit La-tinh nao ca (trang 1727).

Trong nadm nghia con lai cia chit “word” ¢ trén, tuyét nhién khong c6 nghia nao la “tu”
ca.

Trong khi d6, trong cudn Tir Pién Viét-Anh cua Bui Phung do truong Pai Hoc Téng Hop
Ha Noi xuét ban, (in lan tha nhit vao niam 1977 va lan tha hai vao nim 1986) & mién béc
cong san, chir “tir” da nghiém nhién nam riéng thanh moét muc, cé y nghia riéng, khéng can
phai két hop véi chit nao khac:

tir word; vocabulary term; anh dy biét it tir his vocabulary was sparse; nhiing tir kinh
trong honorific words (trang 909).

Gan nhu cung thoi diém d6 ¢ Sai Gon, cudén Tan Pai Ty Pién Viét-Anh cua gido su
Nguyén Vin Tao dugc du dinh phat hanh vao thang 5/1975 nhung khéng thanh. Tuy nhién,
ban thao ¢4 may man dem duoc ra nudc ngoai va dugc nha xuat ban Tan Vin in va phat hanh
vao nam 1986. Trong cudn tir dién nay, chit “tir” hoan toan khong duoc tac gia dé riéng véi y
nghia 13 “word”. Ong chi ké dén né trong cac chit kép, bat dau tir trang 2095, nhu “tir
nghia”semantics, “tir nguyén” etymology, “tir nhan” man of letters, v.v.

Trong ltic chua c6 day du tai liéu cho thay chit “ti” d¢3 tham nhap ngit vung clia ngudi
mién Bic mot cach chinh xac vao thoi diém nao trong giai doan ché d6 cong san thanh hinh
sau khi dat nu6c chia dbi vao nim 1954, ta c6 thé chimg minh duoc rang chit “ti” chwa bao
gio dugc dung bai nhitng cdy biit mién Bic trong Ty Luc Vin Poan. Ching ta hiy xem cudc
d6i thoai ctia mot ngudi chong néi véi vo dudi day, trich trong tiéu thuyét “Gia Pinh” (1936)
cua Khai Hung (1896-1947):

.. Viet cuoi:



— Néi dé nghe nhi! Cir mét chir “ciing tot” ma nguoi ta bé di cho chi “ciing’, ciing dii khd,
cing du thang!

Réi chang néi lang, d@é xa han cdu chuyén nguoi dan ba:

- Mo q, cu tuan ndy la qud, dén hay cé cdi théi quen ding chi¥ “ciing”: ciing tot, ciing
cham, ciing théng minh. C6 Ié cu khdng thao tiéng An Nam, va ciing khong hiéu cdi tai hai ciia
chit “ciing” cu dung sai, cu ding khéng phdi ché (trang 155).

Van chuong mién Bic thoi tién chién khong dung dén chir “tir”. Van chuong mién Nam ty
do lai cang khéng bao gid c6 chit “tir” la 1dm d6. Hoang Ngoc Tuin (1947-2005), mot nha vin
“tré” trong thap nién 60-70, 1a mot trong nhimng vi du dién hinh qua truyén ngin “Thu Vé
Puong Son Cuc” (1972):

.. Téi cui dau nguwong m¢ ngén ngir cua nuoc ching ta. cd biet bao chik than 6i, eo oi, hoi
oi... thé ma em chi néi chao oi, hon toi ciing chung xuong nhu nhitng soi ddy dan lang dau theo
ngon tay bam cua mot bai sau khtc.

Sau khi mién Bic cong san thén tinh mién Nam ty do vao thang 4 nim 1975, dong vin
hoc tu do, nhan ban ctia mién Nam Viét Nam bat dau trai dai qua hai ngoai. Dong van hoc Viét
Nam nay bao gdm nhitng cay but da thanh danh tir trong nudc va nhirng cay bt méi. Trong
s6 nhitng nguoi viét méi, c6 mot ngudi “khéng méi” trong gidi khoa bang & mién Nam. D6 1a
Nguyén Dirc Lap (1945-2016), vén 1a mot luat su & Sai Gon. Qua dén Hoa Ky, dng méi bat dau
cam bt va tré thanh mot trong nhirng nha vin tiéu biéu ciia dong vin hoc Viét hai ngoai. Cau
hoi dit ra ¢ day 1a nha van Nguyén Dtrc Lap c6 bao gid dung dén chir “ti” trong vin chuong
cta 6ng khong. Xin doc mét trich doan trong bai viét Tim Nhdn Tim Ngdi cia 6ng, dang trong
tap chi Lang Vin s6 102, thang 9 nam 1993, dudi day:

. Tim vang tim bac dé tim,

Tim cdu nhdn ngdi khé tim lim anh.

Ban thdc mdc rang, tai sao trong cdu hdt khong néi la “nhdn nghia” ma lai néi la “nhdn
ngdi”? Noi cho ban nghe, dat ndy, hoi triedc thuéc vé xir Pang Trong. Trong sé chin vi chiia
Nguyén cai tri Pang Trong, tir chiia Tién Poan qudn cong Nguyén Hoang téi Pinh Vieong
Nguyén Phiic Thudn, cé mét vi la chila Nghia Hodng quéc céng Nguyén Phiic Tran. Béi vy, dé
kiéng tén Chua, dan xur Dang Trong phai doc trai chit “nghia” thanh chit “ngdi”. Va ciing boi
vay, Quang Nghia moi thanh Quang Ngdi (trang 53).

Bai nay toi viét khong nham dua ra mot quan diém ca nhan, vi toi tin chic rang cé rat
nhiéu, rat nhiéu nguoi Viét khac ciing ciing quan diém nhu toi. Quan diém nay khong phai la
cht quan ma cé. Né dya vao cach sir dung tiéng Viét truyén thong bat ngudn tir xa xua, tir lic
chit Nom bit diu duoc dung dé thay thé chir Nho, cho dén thdi chit Qudc ngir duoc luu hanh
cho dén ngay nay. Quan diém nay ciing dwa vao nén gido duc Viét Nam tir thoi Phap thudc dén
tan nhitng ngay cudi cling ciia nén gido duc ddy nhan ban cta Viét Nam Cong Hoa. Bén canh
d6, quan diém nay ciing dugc thanh hinh tir nén bao chi, vin chuong, thi ca va 4m nhac Viét



Nam sudt tir thoi tién chién dén lic chién tranh Viét Nam chdm dut, va kéo dai ra dén hai
ngoai ngay nay.

Pé noi ro hon, quan diém d6 1a nhu thé nay:

- “Tw” chi dung trong nhiing chir kép (danh tur, dong tur, tir ngty, tir vung, v.v.)

- “Chit” c6 thé dung doc lap. Vi du: “Chir nay nghia la gi?”, hay “Cé dy rat thich choi chit!”

(T6i khong tin rang ngay ca nhitng nguoi thich dung chir “tir” lai c6 thé néi “Cé dy rat
thich choi tir!”).

- “Chir cai” tit nhién 12 cac chitra, b, c,... trong bang mau tu tiéng Viét. Nhiéu khi chi

noéila “ch”.

Nhitng ngudi c6 quan diém nay, khi néi chuyén hang ngay, c6 thé dung chit “chit” cho ca
hai nghia “word” va “letter” ma khong so bi nham lan vi d4 c6 vin canh xac dinh duoc y nghia
cta né. Thay vi phéi n6i dai dong 13 “chir cdi a, chit cdi b, chiF cdi c, v.v.” ching ta chi cin néi
“chit a, chit b, chit ¢” 12 da c6 thé hiéu duoc. Mat khac, khi dat cau hoi “Chir nay nghia la gi?”,
tat nhién chir “chir” phai cé nghia 1a “word”, chtr “letter” thi 1am sao c6 nghia dugc?

Nhiing ai ¢4 c6 dip mai diing quan trén ghé nha truong thoi Viét Nam Cong Hoa chic
chua bao gio hoi thay c6 cau nay: “Thuwa thdy/cé, ‘tir’ ndy cé nghia la gi ¢?” Trong gia dinh toi
(va rit nhiéu gia dinh néi tiéng Viét truyén thong) dut khoat 1a khong cé chuyén néi nhiing
cau dai loai nhu “Tai sao con lai ding ‘tie’ d@6?” hay “Em khdéng thich ‘tu’ nay”.

Nhu vay, cach ding chit “tir” riéng 1é bat ngudn tir & ¢au va vao lic nao? Khong khé gi dé
tim ra diéu nay. Nhin vao sach bao, tur dién mién Bic, tir thoi dat nudce con chia doi cho t6i tan
bay gio (va ca mién Nam sau khi bi cong san cudng chiém), ta cé thé thiy chit “ti” nghiém
nhién tré thanh mét chir riéng. Chir nay, cung véi co man nao la nhiitng chit Han-Viét méi
khéc, d3 b at du nhép kho tir vung tiéng Viét tir ctra miéng cia nhitng can bg Trung cong, hay
do nhitng ngudi Viét con 6ng chau cha du hoc hoic di cong tac bén Tau mang vé. Cé 18 phai
lam riéng mot cudn tir dién Han-Viét mai, danh cho nhimng tiéng méi du nhép khi hai nha
nudc cong san Hoa-Viét ké vai sat canh véi nhau suét nhiéu thap nién nhu “nui lién nui, song
lién séng” méi du néi 1én hién trang nay. Ké so qua mot sé chir Han-Viét méi ¢ trong nudc
thay thé chir Han-Viét truyén théng nhu “dai st quan” (thay vi “toa dai s”), “ho chiéu” (thay
vi “gidy thong hanh”), “tac nghiép” (thay vi “hanh nghé”), “doanh nhan” (thay vi ‘thuong
gia’), “thuong lai” (thay vi “lai buén”), “cong nghiép” (thay vi “ky nghé”), “cong nghé” (thay vi
“ky thuat”), “chtrc nang” (thay vi “cong dung”), “dang ky” (thay vi “ghi danh”), “dong vién”
(thay vi “khich 1¢”), “birc xtc” (thay vi “uat @rc”), “dong co” (thay vi “dong luc”), “tham quan”
(thay vi “thdm viéng”), “co truéng” (thay vi “phi cong truong”)... Oi thoi, ré rang 13 phai can
t6i mot cudn tir dién moai liét ké cho xué nhitng chir méi nay. Poc do nita la cach dung chir
“tit” trong nhém chit “dai t” trong gidi dién anh va chuyén am ¢ Viét Nam. “Dai tir” c6 nghia
1a ky thuat (hay nghé thuat) dbi thoai ma cac dién vién sir dung trong khi déng phim hoic
chuyén 4m (ma trong nudc goi 1a “long tiéng”!).

Né6i cho ré hon, chit “tir” chua bao gid dwoc chip nhén trong tiéng Viét truyén thong.
Piéu nay cé thé chimg minh mot cach rach roi qua lich sir ngén ngi, vin ho4, van hoc va nghé
thuat cta ching ta cho dén ngay phan con lai cia dat nudc roi vao tay nhirng nguoi cong san.



Tur thoi xa xwa dén cudi thé ky thu XIV, khi tiéng Viét chua c6 van tu riéng, chuyén tranh cii
gitta “tir” va “chir” khong thanh van dé. Ly do don gian 1a trong thoi ky dé nguoi Viét dung chir
Nho, nén chuyén mudn goi chir ciia ngudi Tau la “ti” hay “chi” ciing khong phai 1a chuyén
cia minh. Sang dén thé ky thi XV, chit Ném bat dau dugc gidi thiéu véi ngudi Viet. Noi cai tén
“Chit Nom” ciing du néi 1én khai niém “chir” di véi ngudi Viét 1a nhu thé ndo. Chir Nom dya
vao chit Han, mdi don vi viét 1a mot “chit’, twong duong véi tiéng Anh 1a “character” hay
“word”. Nhu vay, mdi chit Nom 1 mét “chit’, c6 nghia 1a “word”chtr khong phai 1a “letter”. Néu
mdi chit Nom goi 1a mot “tir” thi tén goi clia van tu nay phaila “tir Ném”! Vi du nhu chir Nom
BE (doc 13 “dau”) phai 1a mot “chit” trong hé thong chitr Ném, khéng phai 1a mot “ti”, nhu
chinh nhiing hoc gia sang tao ra h¢ théng chit viét nay da an dinh nhu vay.

Trong vin hoc c6 dién Viét Nam, Kim Van Kiéu (thé ky XIX) 1a mot trong nhiing tac
pham dau tién dung chit Ném. Trong dai tAc pham nay, ching ta c6 thé tim ra hang chuc cau
tho c6 chia chit “chit’, tit nhién 13 véi nghia “word” chur khong thé nao 12 “letter”, vi vao thoi
d6, khi chit Qubc ngir van con trong giai doan phoi thai, chic cu Nguyén Du (1765-1820)
chua biét chir a, b, ¢ 12 céi chi chi. Chfmg han nhu véi cau “Chii tam kia moi bdng ba chir tai”,
tai sao Cu lai khong viét “Tir tdm kia méi bang ba tir tai”? Pay ciing 13 mot vi du dé chiing ta
suy nghi. Chir “ti” khi di véi mot chir khac (nhung khong phai la trong mdot chir kép (hay
ghép), rat nhiéu khi gay ra hiéu lam. “Tir tAm” nghia 13 “chit tAm”, “tir trong tim ma ra” hay 1a
“t5t bung”? “Tir d6” c6 nghia 1a “that word” hay “ever since”?

Cao B4 Quat (1809-1855) 1a mot thi si néi tiéng trong vin hoc st, 1am tho bang ca tiéng
Han va tiéng Nom. Ong ciing 1a mot nguoi kiéu ngao c6 mot khong hai. Twong truyén rang cé
1an 6ng tuyén bd nhu sau: “Trong thién ha cé bon bé chit, minh téi gii hai bé, anh téi Bd Pat
va ban t6i Nguyén Van Siéu giiz mét bo, con bé phdn phdt cho thién ha.” Trong thoi ciia Cao B4
Quat, tuy chir Qudc ngir ¢3 dugc hinh thanh, phai dén gan ca thap nién sau khi dng mat méi
dugc chinh quyén thuc dan khuyén khich st dung. Vi thé, ta c6 thé néi rang Cao B4 Quat
dung chit “chit” khong véi nghia la a, b, ¢ vi 6ng chua dung téi chit Qudc ngit. Va lai néu “chir”
c6 nghia la a, b, c thi dau can téi bon cai bd chi dé dung 29 chit cai trong tiéng Viét?

Sau nay, khi chir Qudc ngir ¢4 kha pho thong, c6 mot bai tho ai qudc theo thé loai song
that luc bat noi tiéng cua thi si A Nam Tran Tuin Khai (1895-1983), viét bang chir Quoc ngir
vao nam 1926, v6i tua dé 12 “Hai Chix Nuéc Nha”. Thi sila mot nha Nho hoc, séng trong budi
giao thoi han hoc va tay hoc, tai sao 6ng khong dung chit Han-Viét dé dat tya dé cho bai tho 1a
“Hai ‘Twe’ Nuoc Nha™?

Trong khi d6, van hoc dan gian hay ngén ngit binh dn ciing day riy nhung cau ca dao,
tuc ngit hay thanh ngit ¢6 chir “chit’, ma hau nhu khéng cé cau nao c6 chit “tir”, nhu mot sb vi
du dan ctr dudi day:

= Tuc ngir:
- X4u hay lam t6t, dot hay néi chir. (Cht khong phai “dot hay néi tir”)
- Mot chir ciing la thay, ntra chir ciing 1a thay. (Chir khong phai “mét tir ciing la thay™)
- Mot kho vang khéng bang mot nang chir. (Cha khong phai “mét nang tir™)



= Cadao:
- Mubn sang thi bit ciu kiéu,
Muén con hay chir phai yéu lay thay. (Chtr khéng phai “muén con hay tir”)
- ..Anhvé hoc léy chir nhuy,
Chin tring em doi, mudi thu em cho. (Cha khong phai “anh vé hoc ldy tir nhu’™)
* Thanh ngii:
- Mot chir bé ddi ciing khong biét. (Chir khong phai “mét tir bé di”)
- Méy ai hoc duoc chir ngo. (Chtr khoéng phai “mdy ai hoc dwoc tir ngo™)
- Chir tac danh chir tg, chir ngd thanh chir qua. (Cht khong phai “tir tdc danh tir t6™)

Trong 4m nhac, tuy mudn kiém mot bai hat c6 dung chir “chit” kha khé khin, ta ciing
thdy duoc it nhat mot bai nhu vay. Trong bai “Tinh Thu Cda Linh” cta nhac si Tran Thién
Thanh (1942-2005), chit “chit” dwoc ding hai 1an, mot 1an véi nghia 13 “letter” va mot lan voi
nghia 13 “word”. O giita bai hat c6 cau “Thu cia linh, ba-16 Iam ban nén nét chir khéng ngay’”.
Qua cau nay, ta hiéu y nhac si muén néi timg chir cai viét khong dugc dep vi phai ké trén
ba-16 ma viét. Cau cudi ciing trong bai nhu sau: “Thu ciia linh chdm dirt & ddy, sau khi dé thém
hai chiv hén em”. RS rang 1a & day, “chit” c6 nghia 1a “word”. Xin cAm on nhac si Tran Thién
Thanh. Néu 6ng viét “sau khi d@é thém hai ‘ti’ hon em” chic khong em gai hau phuwong nio
dam nhan mot ny hon séng suong nhu thé!

Trong tho ca, bai “Pay Thon V§ Da” cua thi si Han Mac Tu (1912-1940), duoc sang tac
vao khoang nim 1938, ciing c6 thé dugc dung dé lam mot din ching cho bai viét nay. Trong
bdn ciu dau, nha tho viét:

Sao anh khéng vé choi thén Vy?
Nhin ndng hang cau ndng méi lén.
Vwon ai muot qud xanh nhu ngoc
Ld triic che ngang mdt chi dién.

N
A

Poc dén day, chic chiing ta nghi gia nha tho viét “Ld triic che ngang mdt ‘tir’ dién” thi nét
mit dugc miéu ta trong canh tuong phiing cia hai nhan vt trong bai tho sé... chang giéng
con giap ndo ci. Ma canh vuon thén V¥ ciing chang con chi 1a tho mong nita.

Trong bai tho “La Thu Ngay Trudc” cua thi s Vii Hoang Chuong (1916-1976), trong tap
tho “May”, 1943, 6ng dung chit “chit” véi hai nghia khac nhau. Lan tha nhét, 6ng dung “chit”
v6i nghia “letter”:

Trong mach mdu, chiit gi nghe viréng roi,

Nhu to tinh théic mdc budi chia xa...

Ngon tay run ghi nét chir phai nhoa,

Héi nam thdng, hdy dwa dwong gidc diép!

Lan tha nhi, 6ng dung “cht” v4i nghia “word”:



Nét thon mém run rdy gang dwa nhanh,
Long tu thii giika khi tim chon ndp.
Muroi hang chik don so, 6 ngwong ngdp!
E dé sao muoi hang chik don so!

Chuing ta thir tudng tuong xem, néu tac gia viét “Muwoi hang ‘tir ‘don so, 6 nguwong ngdp! E
dé sao muwoi hang ‘ti’ don so!” thi khong nhitng am di¢u cua doan nay bi lac so véi luat béng
trac (hay luat phi thanh), ma tt tho ciing chang con gi 1a 1ing man nira!

Chuyén 16n nao ciing bt dau tir chuyén nho. Theo thién y caa tdi, mudn loai bo nhiing
tr ngit phan truyén thong trong nuéc dang lan tran khap noi & hai ngoai, tir nguoi sir dung
tiéng Viét hiang ngay dén cic co quan truyén thong, bao chi, viéc dau tién la khong dung chir
“t”, vi n6 chinh 13 cdi ré coa tit ca nhirng “tr” doc hai khac. C6 phai toi la nguoi cyc doan hay
khéng? Xin thua rang khong, néu chiing ta dong y véi nhau rang viéc giir gin tiéng Viét truyén
théng 1a chuyén nén lam. Panh ring ngén ngir nao ciing phat trién, thay ddi theo thoi gian,
nhung viéc mé cira kho tang ngdn ngit cia chiing ta dé cho nhirng tir ngit la tai tir mot nudc
lang giéng cong san xam nhap vi muc dich chinh tri va muu d6 ddng hoa dan toc ching ta thi
khong thé nao 1am ngo duoc. Bai viét nay chi trong vao cach dung chir “tir”, thoat nhin thi c6
vé nhu chuyén vach 14 tim sau, tin mun, nhé nhat. Tuy nhién, néu con siu c6 thé 1am rau noi
canh thi chéc ciing nén diét con sau 4y dé trir hau hoan.

Méi truong ngdn ngir chung quanh ltic ndo ciing c6 mot tac dong manh mé dén chiing ta
1a nhirng nguoi sir dung tiéng Viét. Cho dit c6 mot thai do ré rang véi viéc gin giir tiéng Viét
truyén thong, chic ciing cé d6i lan, dau d6, ching ta “16 miéng” dung nhitng chit ma thuong
ngay ching ta van khoéng thich dung. D6 ciing 12 vi nhiing tir ngit “phan truyén thong” di len
16i vao nhiéu ngé ngach trong cong dong hai ngoai cua chiing ta, tir tir nhung v6 cling manh
m&. Nhitng tir ngit ¢6 bay gio nhan nhan trén sach bao, truyén thanh, truyén hinh, va khong
thiéu gi ngudi trong cong dong chiing ta sir dung. Nhirng tir ngit iy ciing dang dan dan c6 mat
trong cac 16p day tiéng Viét, tir nhitng 16p Viét ngir cudi tuan, dén cac 16p tiéng Viét & mot sd
truong trung hoc, cao dang va dai hoc My. Néu mudn “chdng lai” lan séng nhiing tir ngit phan
truyén thong trong cong ddng nguoi Viét hai ngoai ngay nay, diéu thiét thyc nhat 13 ching ta
nén bat dau tir chuyén nho, va bat dau tir viéc nhic nhé nhau khong ding chir “tir” nita.

Tran C. Tri



