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Considering that...

The Democratic Socialists of America wants to build a party-like organization (a “proto-party”
or “surrogate party”) that unites all our candidates around a single strategy and platform. We
also want to build a base of people who believe in our project, identify with it, and fight for it...

DSA wants to be independent of the Democratic and Republican Parties and present a third
alternative to both major parties. This is the key to defeating the far right and beating the
neoliberal Democratic Party...

It is not advisable for us to form an independent political party with its own ballot line at this
moment. But there are intermediate steps we can take to assert our independence from the
politics of the Democratic Party leadership and build a party-like structure...

Political independence comes in at least three forms: organizational independence, strategic
independence, and having an independent identity...

By organizational independence we mean having our own infrastructure, including our own
membership and volunteer lists, our own fundraising capacity, controlling our own voter lists,
building our own candidate schools, etc...

By strategic independence we mean having our own policy priorities, as well as expectations
for our candidates to cross-endorse each other, caucus separately from the Democratic Party
in legislatures, and bloc vote...

By having an independent identity we mean building and emphasizing the collective identity of
our candidates and expecting our candidates to identify publicly and proudly as “democratic
socialists.” Left-wing parties (and parties of other ideological traditions) almost everywhere else
in the world run under a single collective identity to increase people’s identification with their
collective project (see, for example, MORENA in Mexico, Die Linke in Germany, the Partido dos
Trabalhadores and the Partido Socialismo e Liberdade in Brazil)...



https://www.google.com/search?q=morena+mexico&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS924US924&sxsrf=ALiCzsaeGgvuEjcBgquEwseSO7MO607Mbg:1663777349041&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjjtf_Opab6AhUwkokEHRU6BBkQ_AUoAnoECAIQBA&cshid=1663777355042448&biw=2048&bih=1002&dpr=1.25
https://www.google.com/search?q=die+linke+germany&tbm=isch&ved=2ahUKEwir97Pxpab6AhWFn3IEHfF9BskQ2-cCegQIABAA&oq=die+linke&gs_lcp=CgNpbWcQARgAMgQIIxAnMgUIABCABDIFCAAQgAQyBQgAEIAEMgUIABCABDIFCAAQgAQyBQgAEIAEMgUIABCABDIFCAAQgAQyBQgAEIAEOgYIABAeEAc6CAgAEIAEELEDOgsIABCABBCxAxCDAToECAAQAzoICAAQsQMQgwFQ1AVYjg9g7RNoAHAAeACAAaUCiAGUBpIBBTkuMC4xmAEAoAEBqgELZ3dzLXdpei1pbWfAAQE&sclient=img&ei=jTorY-v8C4W_ytMP8fuZyAw&bih=1002&biw=2048&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS924US924
https://www.google.com/search?q=partido+dos+trabalhadores&tbm=isch&ved=2ahUKEwj9rMfopab6AhUSg3IEHYiNCdkQ2-cCegQIABAA&oq=partido+dos+t&gs_lcp=CgNpbWcQARgBMgUIABCABDIFCAAQgAQyBggAEB4QBTIECAAQHjIECAAQHjIECAAQHjIECAAQHjIECAAQHjIECAAQHjIECAAQHjoECCMQJzoLCAAQgAQQsQMQgwE6CAgAEIAEELEDOgQIABBDOgcIABCxAxBDOgYIABAeEAhQ9glYixZg3x1oAHAAeACAAVmIAYgHkgECMTSYAQCgAQGqAQtnd3Mtd2l6LWltZ8ABAQ&sclient=img&ei=ejorY_2HJ5KGytMPiJumyA0&bih=1002&biw=2048&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS924US924
https://www.google.com/search?q=partido+dos+trabalhadores&tbm=isch&ved=2ahUKEwj9rMfopab6AhUSg3IEHYiNCdkQ2-cCegQIABAA&oq=partido+dos+t&gs_lcp=CgNpbWcQARgBMgUIABCABDIFCAAQgAQyBggAEB4QBTIECAAQHjIECAAQHjIECAAQHjIECAAQHjIECAAQHjIECAAQHjIECAAQHjoECCMQJzoLCAAQgAQQsQMQgwE6CAgAEIAEELEDOgQIABBDOgcIABCxAxBDOgYIABAeEAhQ9glYixZg3x1oAHAAeACAAVmIAYgHkgECMTSYAQCgAQGqAQtnd3Mtd2l6LWltZ8ABAQ&sclient=img&ei=ejorY_2HJ5KGytMPiJumyA0&bih=1002&biw=2048&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS924US924
https://www.google.com/search?q=Partido+Socialismo+e+Liberdade&tbm=isch&ved=2ahUKEwiKid78pab6AhUrs3IEHRlADVYQ2-cCegQIABAA&oq=Partido+Socialismo+e+Liberdade&gs_lcp=CgNpbWcQAzIECAAQHjIECAAQHjoECCMQJ1DnA1jnA2D3BmgAcAB4AIABPogBeJIBATKYAQCgAQGqAQtnd3Mtd2l6LWltZ8ABAQ&sclient=img&ei=pDorY4qnOqvmytMPmYC1sAU&bih=1002&biw=2048&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS924US924

DSA'’s electoral work is at different stages of development across the U.S. so it would be a
mistake to insist on a one-size-fits-all approach in every case, and in some cases there are
opportunities to build larger left-wing coalitions and/or to support strong labor organizers and
other activists who do not want to be part of a party-like project as we envision here.
Nevertheless, the National Electoral Commission should try to develop programs and strategies
that help DSA move towards becoming an independent party-like organization, and this means
creating a national standard that chapters can diverge from when and where appropriate...

Be it resolved that...

In the National Electoral Commission’s Priority Resolution, the following changes are made
(additions in green and bold, defetions-inred-and-erossed-out).

After the second whereas clause, a new whereas clause is added:

WHEREAS the key to defeating the far right and beating the Democratic Party lies
in presenting a third, democratic socialist alternative for working-class people
that is organizationally, strategically, and visibly independent of the Democratic
Party; and

In the fourth resolved clause, the following changes are made:

RESOLVED, that DSA, through the NEC, will develop programs and strategies to
strengthen our already existing organizational establish-eperatioralindependence
from the Democratic Party, including building our own lists of voters and volunteers,
our independent fundraising capacity, our own candidate schools, and exploring
building our own tech tools; and

After the fourth resolved clause, the following two resolved clauses are added:

RESOLVED, that DSA, through the NEC, will develop programs and strategies to
establish strategic independence from the Democratic Party, including developing
our own legislative programs, organizing separately from the Democratic Party in
legislatures in Socialists in Office committees (as is already happening in some
places across the country), expecting our candidates to endorse other DSA
candidates, and bloc voting; and

RESOLVED, that DSA, through the NEC, will develop programs and strategies to,
wherever possible, establish an independent identity from the Democratic Party in



the public consciousness. This includes running our candidates explicitly and
proudly as “democratic socialists” and developing our own “party identity” and
common messaging. A common identity will unite all our candidates across the
country and will emphasize the existence of DSA as an independent political
project from the Democratic and Republican Parties that working-class people
can identify with and think of as an alternative to the two parties; and
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