Focus - Detailed Writing

Day 1: Descriptive Poetry

Detailed writing can make something that is most basic, MAGICAL. Now, when | say magical, | mean it
gets those senses going and you react to what you are reading. It might make you amazed, grossed out,
terrified or upset. Whatever emotion it evokes from you, it's all in the wording. So for today, read the poem
"Sarah Cynthia Sylvia Stout Would not Take the Garbage Out" by Shell Silverstein.

Remember, the poem has a rhythm. Read the punctuation and stop when you're supposed to. Read it
many times so that you could read it to an audience if you had to.

Greasy napkins, cookie crumbs,

Globs of gooey bubble gum,
Cellophane from green baloney,
Rubbery blubbery macaroni,

Peanut butter, caked and dry,

Curdled milk and crusts of pie,

Moldy melons, dried-up mustard,
Eggshells mixed with lemon custard,
Cold french fries and rancid meat,
Yellow lumps of Cream of Wheat.

At last the garbage reached so high
That finally it touched the sky.

And all the neighbors moved away,
And none of her friends would come to play
And finally Sarah Cynthia Stout said,
"OK, I'll take the garbage out!"

But then, of course, it was too late . . .
The garbage reached across the state,
From New York to the Golden Gate.
And there, in the garbage she did hate,
Poor Sarah met an awful fate,

That I cannot right now relate
Because the hour is much too late.
But children, remember Sarah Stout
And always take the garbage out!

)
Now you react to it. What could you see, hear, smell, feel and taste? Write down your impressions and
we'll share together.

Day 2: School in June

Read the passage. This is a great description of a brutally hot school day. Take notes ( write down or
underline) the words that paint pictures, make you feel something etc. What makes it good writing?
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Think of something you could describe with all of your senses and start planning.

Day 3: Your Turn to Write

What can you describe in a paragraph?

Where are you? Pick one spot that you can clearly describe.

Start with the basics then add details as you think about your experience. Rough drafts are all about
adding words here and there and crossing off words or sentences here and there.

Get it ready. You want to draw in your reader. Make it something you can share.

Write your rough copy in Google Docs.

Day 4: Sharing Your Details

Today is the day to show what you know. Edit your rough draft and share it with us.


https://classroom.google.com/c/NDI1NDk1ODgxMTBa/a/ODcyNTIxODAwNTda/submissions/by-status/and-sort-name/done

