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B<UPER TUTORS

Call this a tuition nation — 97 out of 100 children in a Sunday Times poll
say they have tutors. So who are the most sought-after tutors in town?
We narrowed them down to five.

fa

Tong Yee, 34 Celine Loi, 33 Phang Yu Hon, 41 Laura Oh, 26 Anthony Fok, 25
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“As he is well known for his ability to deliver results, parents try all
means to put their children in his class.”

© Source: The Sunday Times Newspapers, Front Page Headlines, 15 June 2008,
Singapore Press Holdings Limited.
Permission required for reproduction
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Former teacher Anthony is an economics tutor and earns “a few times more than my previous last-drawn MOE
salary”. He is also the author of several economics guidebooks.

STARTING IS DIVERSIFYING
YOUNG A BAD THING?

STILL BULLISH
ON US STOCKS

The recent rout in US
technology and biotech stocks
could prove to be a buying
opportunity, said Franklin
Templeton fund manager
Grant Bowers.

See >>Page 40

Jonathan Kwok wonders if it is
a better idea to put all your
investment eggs in one basket

Private tutor Anthony Fok
began checking stock and
property prices when he was
in Primary Three, and set up a sometimes.
tuition centre in his first year See >>Page 38
of university. ’

See >>Page 36 & 37 ‘

Like what you have read? E-mail stinvest@sph.com.sg
with your feedback and suggestions.

Source: The Sunday Times Newspaper, Invest Section, 27 April 2014

Think long term,
start saving as
early as possible

In the lead-up to The Sunday Times Invest Seminar on May 10,
we are running a three-part series on how you can get started on
that investing journey. This week, we look at how dads and mums
can invest well despite heavy financial commitments.

o
Economics Correspondent

Years ago as a single man, Mr Ng
Yau Wei used to dabble in penny
stocks and bought shares based on
“slipshod homework”.

These days, the 42-ye
ther of one prefers to sticl
chip shares with a stable track
record and healthy dividends.

The business development
vice-president at a Singapore-list-
ed company sai ‘m more con-
servative now. My family commit-
ments mean I've got to become
more cautious in the way I grow
and invest my money.”

He has bought blue-chip stocks
which yield growing dividends to
save up for his one-year-old son’s
education.

To prepare for retirement, Mr
Ng pumps $1,000 monthly from
his Supplementary Retirement
Scheme (SRS) account into a regu-
lar blue-chip investment plan of-
fered by a local bank.

Similarly, Ms Jane Sim, 34, has
been putting $100 a month since
last December into a regular sav-
ings plan at a Singapore bank
which allows her to buy an e
change-traded fund (ETF) which
tracks the Straits Times Index.

“It’s a low-cost way of accessing
the Singapore stock market,” said
the mother of one, of her plan
which she intends to use to save
up for retirement.

“Now, I think more long term
when I invest than when I'was sin-
gle, as 1 want to save up for my
son’s education, as well as our
housing expenses and retire-
ment.”

With rising household bills, ex-
tra mouths to feed and the need to
plan for your children’s education
and your own retirement, invest-
ing wisely becomes all the more
pertinent for mums and dads.

“With proper budget manage-
ment, a family man with young
kids could still meet his financial
goals and leave a good legacy for
his children,” said Mr Brandon
Lam, head of consumer invest-
ment and insurance products at
DBS Bank.

Providend investment analyst
Eddy Goh said: “The understand-
ing and balance between immedi-

ate needs and future obligations
need to be managed effectively for
families when investing.”

Financial experts share with
The Sunday Times how these peo-
ple should invest their funds.

Tweak your time horizon,
mindset and risk appetite
Having the right risk appetite,
mindset and investment horizon
is a key starting point for figuring
out what to invest in.

This may involve tweaking
your time frame and investment
approach.

“A family person with kids
should be investing with a medi-
um- to longer-term perspective
and not be looking to make a fast
buck by trading in markets,” said
Mr Vasu Menon, vice-president of
Singapore wealth management at
OCBC Bank.

They should always adopt an in-
vestment strategy they are com-
fortable with, having risk toler-
ance as a key consideration, said
Mr Abel Lim, head of investment
sales and advisory for personal fi-
nancial services at United Over-
seas Bank (UOB).

Continued on >>Page 34
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Economics tutor puts
theory into practice

He gave up steady job to pursue interest
in teaching and run his own centre

Rachael Boon

© Source: The Sunday Times Newspapers, 27 April
2014
Singapore Press Holdings Limited.
Permission required for reproduction
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‘TUITION: NOT JUST FOR WEAKER STUDENTS

Staying ahead of the academic race

Tutor Anthony Fok shares why
more parents are sending their
children for extra classes

NICOLETTE ONG
nicoletteong@mediacorp.com.sg

SINGAPORE - Department of Statistics
(SingStat) Household Expenditure
Survey 2012/2013 figures showed
that households spent an average of
S$106 a month on private tuition and
other educational courses. This is a
28-per-cent increase from the average
monthly spend of S$83 in 2007/2008.

SingStat’s August 2014 Consumer
Price Index figures also showed a
20.2-per-cent increase in tuition and
other fees over the base year of 2009.

This increased expenditure on
tuitionis a trend that Mr Anthony Fok,
founder and principal tutor of
JCEconomics.com, has noticed.

The 80-year-old said: “In today’s
competitive society, many parents are
willing to splurge on tuition services
for their children because they
perceive tuition as a necessary tool for
scoring distinctions in examinations
and for getting ahead of the academic
race.”

More than a decade ago, tuition
served as an avenue for weaker
students who required one-to-one
coaching to clear their doubts about
‘what was taught in school.

These days, tutors are expected
to teach ahead of the school syllabus,
observed Mr Fok. This gives students
an advantage over their peers. They
are also able to participate in more
meaningful discussions during
lessons.

Headded: “There are some parents
‘who are so eager to give their children
ahead start that they approached me
tocoach their 16-year-old Secondary 4
children in A Level economics.”

Here, Mr Fok shares his insights
about the tuition scene in Singapore.

WHY IS THERE HIGH
DEMAND FORTUITION?

With the shift in focus of having
higher-level thinking skills, students
these days are finding it harder to
cope with the increasing complexity

education, and not an integral part of
our education system or an obligatory
pathway to success.

Some students learn faster than
others. School teachers are not always
ableto cater to the individual learning
needs of every student in the class.
Tuition class sizes are smaller and
this allows the student to get more
attention and help.

Tuition classes also offer students
a change in learning environment.
Through interaction with peers from
other schools, they can learn and
develop new perspectives. Exclusive
guidance can be provided in a small-
group setting.

Some tutors also provide 24-hour
support, allowing students to contact
them to answer their queries quickly.
School teachers are unable to and
should not be expected to provide
such a service.

WHAT IS THE TUITION SCENE
LIKE LOCALLY AND OVERSEAS?

Tuition is commonly seen in countries
like Hong Kong, South Korea, India,
China and Thailand. It is fuelled by
ambitious parents wanting their
children to secure places at top
schools and universities.

In Singapore, the tuition scene
has not reached the mania in other
countries, such as Hong Kong, where
celebrity tutors are treated like idols.

Parents in Singapore choose
tutors based on their academic
qualifications, their experience and
their ability to deliver results. They
also value word-of-mouth referrals as
opposed to marketing gimmicks.

HAS THERE BEEN ANY
SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN THE
BUSINESS AND CLIENTELE?

Based on my experience as a tutor
for the past nine years, the tuition

Instead, they are now more concerned
about the tutor’s track record and his/
her ability to deliver results.

YOU SPECIALISE INTEACHING
ECONOMICS. HOW HAS THE
SUBJECT EVOLVED OVERTHE
YEARS?

The questions given used to be
straightforward. The school’s lecture
notes were also sufficient in helping
one score well in the exams.

However, the new syllabus
requires students to understand the
fundamental economic principles,
theories and concepts, while being
able to use economics reasoning to
analyse and evaluate policy decisions,
and resolve economic issues.

To do well, students need to
develop the habit of reading critically
from a variety of sources and gather
information about the changing
economic activities and policies at
both the national and international
levels. The study of economics is much
more challenging today and that is
‘why many students seek additional
help from tuition.

HOW IS ECONOMICS
APPLICABLE IN EVERYDAY LIFE?

Everyone is affected in some way by
economic issues such as inflation and
unemployment. Government policies,
including the rules and regulations on
public housing, also affect our daily
lives.

WHY DO SOME STUDENTS FIND
ITHARD TO RELATE TO THIS
SUBJECT?

Many students do not keep themselves
updated with current world events and
general knowledge by reading widely.
They have too many distractions now
with social media networks. I would
students to subscribe to

has changed
There is high demand for tuition
now, leading to an influx of many
new players in the market wanting to
capitalise on this lucrative industry.
Also, in the past, students who
were academically weak came for
tuition to seek help to bridge the gap
so that they can catch up in school and
obtain a passing grade.

of examination questions. Many of
them struggle to obtain a passing
grade. This leads to parents seeking
remedies outside school in the form
of tuition.

HOW DOES TUITION
COMPLEMENT THE SCHOOL
CURRICULUM?

The role of tuition should be to fill in
knowledge gaps. Tuition should be
viewed as a supplement to a child’s

N days, students are very self-
motivated and have a strong urge to
excel. Even students who are doing
well in school go for tuition as they
want to maintain their good grades
and maximise their chances of scoring
an “A” in the exam.

HAVE YOU NOTICED ANY
OTHER TRENDS?

Many parents these days no longer
question the cost of tuition fees.

r
the online version of news channels
and articles so that they can read
on-the-go and stay updated with the
latest news in the world.

To relate to the subject of
economics, students need to see
the link between what they study in
theory and apply it to daily life.

WHAT IS THE KEY TO SCORING
WELLINECONOMICS EXAMS?

To do well in the A Level economics
exams, students must show that they
possess critical thinking skills in their
answers. They will need to be able
to explain current economic events
in terms of the relevant economic
principles and integrate the different
topics to construct a coherent line
of argument or reconcile conflicting
ideas.

TODAY + TUESDAY

Mr Anthony Fok believes that tuition should be viewed as a
I ild’s educati

to a chil

Ce

Intoday’s
competitive
society, many
parents

are willing
tosplurge

on tuition
services for
their children
because they
perceive
tuitionasa
necessary tool
for scoring
distinctions in
examinations
and for getting
ahead of the
academic
race.

Mr Anthony Fok
FOUNDERAND
PRINCIPAL TUTOR OF
JCECONOMICSCOM

TEACHER TURNED
ENTREPRENEUR

Mr Anthony Fokis a former Ministry
of Education school teacher who is
currently pursuing his PhD in Education.
He set up JCEconomics.com in 2012,
an education centre that focuses on
economics tuition for A Level students.
He s the author for the A Level
Economics H1and H2 Ten Year Series
as wellas several A Level Economics
quidebooks, which are available at major
bookstores.
To find out more, visit
www.jceconomics.com.

In addition, students must be able
to evaluate the effectiveness and
limitations of the various economic
policies learnt. Finally, the answers
given must be logical, clear and
concise as examiners reward quality
rather than quantity of response
given in the essays.

Economics is dynamic and
constantly changing. Students need
to stay abreast of current affairs and
be aware of global economic events.

They will stand out if they are able
to quote up-to-date information and
statistics in their exam seripts. More
importantly, they must be able to
apply economic concepts in the right
context in order to excel.

This story is a collaboration between
TODAY and JCEconomics.com.

Source: TODAY Newspaper, Singapore News Section, 21 October 2014
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Memorising
answers
won't score
you the As

With few repeat questions in national
exams, students must know concepts

By CALVIN YANG

IN THE months leading up to last
year's O-level examinations, Zach-
ary Eranson spent half of his sight
hourl of daily revision time
ploughing through a stack of
10-year-series assessment bocks.
former St Gabriel's Second-
ary School student did the ques-
tons in thess books — which com-
pile questions from past O-level
exams and areupdated every year
- afew timaes.

Zachary, 17, who now attends
¥ishun funior College, said: “If 1
got a question wrong, I'would re-
do it until I got it right.

“Some of my classmates would
memorise the answers for certain
subjects, and they paid extra atten-
tion to repested questions.”

For four decades, students and
teachers here have sworn by these
bocks for N-, O- and A-level ex-
am preparation, relying on repeat-
ed questions and model answers
to gauge what examiners are like-

Iy to ask and look for.

Available at major bookstores
from Jammary each year, the books
are usually sold out by Angust.

But in the last five to seven
years, questions from past years
tend not to be replicated, particu-
larly for chemistry, economics,
mathematics and physics, authors
of 10-year-series books said.

The authors, mostly tutors
with good track records, analyse
the questions and supply model
answars.

stions for these exams are
developed by the University of
Camiby International Examina-

tions and Singapore’s Ministry of
Education. The ministry’s Singa-
pore Examinations and Assess-
ment Board did not give reasons
for the changs.

Tt would only say that practice
with 10-year- series books can fa-
miliarise students with the exam
format, but they should not rely
on them too mmch as they nead to
be able to apply the concepts they

THE STRAITS TIMES
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2015

1&mnnwhfnnhﬂ¢0ﬂmmmhu Iudshsyunnqn-w e books. But recent

changes in national exams mean answers cannot simply be

have learnt in new contexts,

The change has made exam
preparation more difficult for
soma students. Some have tumed
to working on top schools'
past-year papers, which are sup-
posedly tougher.

Tutors have also had to use
more creative teaching methods,
instead of focusing on the
10-year-series books.

Eeonomics tutor Anthony Folk,
31, author of an A-level econom-
ics 10-year-series book, noted
that the questions, sspecially mul-
tiple-choice ones, used to be
phrased exactly the same way,
and the options were mersly jum-
‘bled in different years.

Students could fare well by just
memorsing the answers without
understanding them.

He sald: “In recent years, the
exam questions tend not to be re-
peated. There is no way of assur-
ing a passing grade even if a stu-

dent memorises all the questions
and answers.”

He now teaches students eco-
nomic theories by relating these
to real-world scemarios using
newspaper and magazine articles.

Former chemist- turned- tutor
Sean Chua, 36, who has been an
author of O- and A-level chemis-
try 10-year-series books for six
and three years respectively, said
previously, between three and six

itated. PHOTO: LM YADHUI FOR THE STRAITS TMES

questions would be repeated in an.
0-level chemistry exam and some
teachers even told their students
to memorise the model answers.

Examiners have recently intro-
duced questions that cannot be an-
swered by regurgitating from
10-year-series books, thereby
testing students’ understanding
of the subjects, he said.

For instance, last-year's O-lev-

&l chemistry paper included ques-
tioms based on the A-level sylla-
‘tus. Recent papers for maths and
economics also mclided more sce-
nario-based questions.

Stndents who memorise model
answers “may have difficulties an-
swering similar guestions which

Bl

TRY AND TRY AGAIN

“If I got a question wrong, |
would redo it until I got it
right.”

= Student Zachary Branson

PASS NOT GUARANTEED

“In recent years, the exam
qm».rmn- tend not to repeat.

Th s no way of assuring a
ade even if o student
s all the questions and

answers.

~ Economics tutor Anthony Fok
APPLYING CONCEPTS

5 good that the questions
tud nts to apply what
learnt instead of what

y've memorisec. Then they
welli b better pre pared for
real-life situations.

= Housewtfe Yeoh, 52, whose
6-year-od Is her
OHevel ex; s year

are phrased differently”, said
chemistry tutor and A-level chem-
istry 10- year-seres book author
Jasmine Wong, 31.

To help her students, she uses
simple experiments, news articles
and everyday situations to teach
concepts covered in the syllabus.

Raffles Junior Collage student
Jackie Tan, 18, who will be taking
his A-level exams this year, sald:
“Tt is a disadvantage now that the
questions do not repeat them-
selvas ag much as before. The
past-year questions give us a use-
ful gauge to check if we are ready
for the exams.”

Housewife Angie Yeoh, 52,
whose 16-year-old daughter is
taking her O levels this year, sald:
4Tt Is good that the questions al-
low students to apply what
they've leamt instead of what
they've memorised. Then they
will be better prepared for re-
al-life situations.”

- calyang@phcom. g
8 SEE ALSO HOME B2

“In recent years, the exam questions tend not to be repeated. There is no way of
assuring a passing grade even if a student memorises all the questions and
answers. He now teaches students economic theories by relating these to
real-world scenarios using newspaper and magazine articles.”

© Source: The Straits Times Newspapers, Home Page Headlines, 26 February 2015,
Singapore Press Holdings Limited.
Permission required for reproduction.
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By Anthony Fok

there is now less emphasis on testing the lower order

thinking skills of knowledge and comprehension. In order
to do well in the examinations, students must show evidence of
higher order thinking skills (Application, Analysis, Synthesis and
Evaluation) in their answers. Regurgitation of lecture notes will
weaken their ability to achieve the highest level of response in the
Economics paper. Students will need to be able to explain current
economic events in terms of the relevant economic principles
learnt and also integrate the different topics learnt to construct
a coherent line of argument and recondile conflicting ideas. In
addition, students must be able to evaluate the effectiveness and
limitations of the various economic policies learnt in the lecture
notes. Finally, the answers given must be logical, clear and concise
as examiners reward “quality” rather than “quantity” of response
given in the essays.

Q s students may be aware, in the GCE ‘A" level examination,

What skills are needed?

Firstly, students need to have good knowledge of all concepts and
theories covered in the GCE ‘A’ level Economics syllabus. They need
to have a good understanding of the fundamental content and grasp
the key concepts including definitions and diagrams. It is important
that they clarify and seek proper guidance when in doubt.

50 POPCLUB

Secondly, students should keep themselves updated on
current affairs. They should be aware of global economic events, in
particular the Singapore economy. Students need to keep abreast
of current news and reports available online and on print media,
as Economics is dynamic and constantly changing. Students will
stand out if they are able to guote up-to-date information and
statistics in their examination scripts.

Apart from having good knowledge on current affairs,
students need to be able to apply economic concepts in the right
context in order to excel.

How do | write good introductions?

A good introduction captures the reader’s attention and gives
an idea of the essay's focus. It requires students to define key
definitions and list the overview and scope of the question.

Clear Definitions: Define the keywords in the question
Definitions are important to showcase the student’s level of
understanding of the content to the examiners. Therefore,
students should make a list of definitions, as they will come in
handy when preparing for the exams. Alternatively, students may
purchase ready guidebooks, which list the common definitions
that they need to memorise in the syllabus.

Source: POPULAR magazine, November - December 2013 issue



I e essay question asks about a speclic coundry or a
particular market structure, it 5 important 10 aso describe some
charactenstics of the couniry or the market siructure giveri in the
questian. Far example, If the essay B an the Singapore economy,
Stugents nesd towitte something like this

“slrigapeare |5 @ small and open economy: Its smial population
slze and lack of natural resources wil mean that It has a small
domestic market and |s healy dependent an trade far growth
and sundval. Singapore |5 thus very vuinerable o external shodes,
which cause Instabliity to the economs

Next, If the essay |5 on a perfectly competithve market, then
an appropriate Irfroduction would be as Tolows:

"4 perfectly competitve market |5 characterksed by the fact
that ra =ngle firm has influence an e price of the pradud it
sells. A pefecity competithe manket has ssveral distinguihing
charactenstks: there e many buyers ard selers In the market:
the commadty sed B homogeneous there IS Tree entry and
et from the Industry: perfect mabiity of fadtors of produdion:
frarsport oosls are assumed to b negligible; both buyers ard
selkrs are inoependent In thelr deckkon making and there
perfect knowledge.”

Scope State the scope of the question clearly

Shuders need 1o define the scope of the essay dearty fram the
beginning, sothat they oo notgo out of paint. Teil the examiner the
areas that will be disoussed In 1he essay briefly In the Introduction
50 that he can antidpate whiat & about to come up N the saipt.
Studerts can use phrases such 3s; "This essay aims ta explain...”
1 state the soopa of the question.

Toplc sevrtence amd EConomic Analysis

Each paragraph of the body should only contain one key dea,
which should be cormeyed In the toplc sentence. The key Idea
should be based on econamics theorles, prindples and corkepis.
An example of 3 topic sentence Is as Tolows:

“In Singapore, the govemment has endouraged employers
to adopt & flexble wage systen which would Felp reduce
uremployment during ecoramikc downturns. *

Draw kg Dagramns

Diagrams should be drawn whensyer appropnate and references
must be made to the diagrams ¢e.g & dghtward shift of the
demand curve from DO 10 DOZ). The axss should be [abeled
& spedfically & possible. (2.0. Instead of merely labeling price
and quantity, the axes coukd b= labslled as Frice of Housing and
Guantity of Housing respectiesy). Arrows that depict the shitts
of the cunes should adso be dearly drawn in the diagram. The
diagram should be drawn using a pendl and ruler and should
preferably take up about ane-third of the Tociscap paper.

Usimg Contextual Exarnples

Stugers nesd to Incude examples In thelr essay 0 order 1o
demorstrate thelr ailiity to apply economic theorkes Into real
world esents. When possble, studerts should wse the combext
qgieen In the preamble and avold using hypothetical examples In
1he eszays.

This arlide |5 condribuied by

EDUCATION

Exanple 1:
In SIngapores cantext, an example of a naturd manopolst 1s the
PubliC Utllities Board (PUEY, which suppiles waler. The domestkc
slze of the manket b 100 smal to support more than ora large frm.
Examnple 2

The Singapare government adopts market-onentsd polcks such
a5 manpower polldes 1o upgrace 1he skils of workers fadng
the threat of structurd uemployment. An example of such a
palicy & the Skils Redevelopment Programme Infroduced to
refrain displacad workers for employment N the infoComm
sector, Workfore Development Agency wWorkfone Sklls
Cuaifcation (WS programme 1o Train workers In sactor spacific
skllls and Job redesign 1o make [obs more atiractive to wWorkers,
espacially among the oldar workars.

The evaluation can be what sets students apart from others i
written well. Hare are some things that examiners ane (ooking for
when readng an evauation:
Recagrise urdeming asumptions. For example, i dealing with
questions on damand and supply, It 15 Important toowite about
the Ceterls panbus assamption and ako to gve an example of
how It can be attered In the shart term. Le. taste and pref erendes
of 3 consumer may change over ime.

7 Corsider the ime frame: Differant palicles might have difenent

mpact on the economy In the short tem versus ong tem. For
example, supply slde palldes need time to take effect ard 1his,
require a long time frame.
Corsider the fexsbiity of the policy. The extent to which
3 patkular polky can be mplemented. For eample, an
exparskanary fiscal policy might nict be Teasible far a couniry that
E 1adrg a huge budget defidt.

! Consider the effectiveness of the polcy Implemented and
whether it can solve the probiem Students could corslder the
uriue nature of theaconarmy ghven Inthe questian. Far example,
an exchange rate policy would be mare effactive In a smal and
O econommy, rather than alarge ard kess open economy.

1 Consider the desrablity of the policy: whether there are ary ske
affedts that the palcy might nave an ather ecnomic abjectives,
Le. whether there are corlicts of goals.

 Conskder the existing stabe of the economy: whether the courtry
E curremtly Tacing & recession of Inflation, and the severfty of the
prabiems Taced can abko affect the main econamic prorty of the
JOVemImetL.

Always plan the essay batare witing.
Ensure that the paper i completed within the allocated time:
Racommerdad timea:
10 marks essay — 18 minutes
15 marks essay — 27 minutes
25 marks essay - 45 minutes
Self-mvented abbreviations are not allowed. For example,
monopaly (M) economic growth (EG) J Singapore (5G) 7
LNEMptoyImEnt (ub+) are not alowed In the essays.

Mr Anthony Fok, Princlpal Economics Tutor a1 JCEconomics.com. He holds a
Mastark Dagres In Edwcation and & an ex-MOE school teacher He IS 5o the author of the A-level Economiks

S Teryear-Serkes and severa Economics guidebooks sokd at POPULAR baokstares.
W wew W jre0onomics.com for more Information. Callsms: 5251 3654

Source: POPULAR magazine, November - December 2013 issue
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HOW TO
SCORE AN (1

IN ECONOMICSI

may be one of the harder subjects to excel
in but that doesn’t mean it’s impossible.
Here's a helpful guide to scoring well in

your next Economics exam.

In order to stand out among the rest, you

need to display the ability to apply, analyse, HEf‘e are soma hel = = -
synthesize and evaluare. Regurgitation LEARN FROMh:l pful examination tipg:
of lecture notes is a thing of the past and ISTAKEQ

will now hinder your ability to achieve a Get your friends/ Economics tutors to check and

critigue your essays.

@ Read your friends’ scripts to find out what mistakes
they have made and avoid making the same mistakes.

distinction grade.

The answers given must be logical, clear and
concise as examiners award marks based on @ Make a list of the commonly made mistakes and use
“quality” rather than "quantity”. that as a checklist for your future essays,

MAKE YOUR OWN NOTES
Explain current economic events in terms of @ Make brief notes on important concepts and ke
the relevant economic principles learnt and points. Key definitions and diagrams are useful ?or
integrate the different topics to construct a last minute memorizing.

coherent line of argument as well as reconcile
conflicting ideas. Students must also be able
to evaluate the effectiveness and limitations

Draw aland Map to link up the chapters. They give
you a visual map of the relationships between ideas.

of the various economic policies. PRACTISE WRITING
Practice writing under time pressure.

Students need to keep abreast of current @ Take note of your presentation and expression. Kee
news as the economy is dynamic and your style clear and simple with technical preciéion -
constantly changing. Students will stand out If '
they are able to quote up-to-date information BE EXAM SMART
and statistics in their examination scripts. Always keep track of time.

@ Dissect the question to understand what Is required.
Extra marks will usually also be awarded to Identify the relevant economic issues,
concrete and relevant examples, comparisons concepts and diagrams required,
and azflalog\es:. It would be he[pfull to lsta)!r well Organise your thoughts to ensure
acquainted with news from major institutions that the essay will be coherent
such as World Trade Crganisation (WTC), before penning them down
Federal Reserve and the Monetary Authority '
of Singapore (MAS).

This article is contributed by Mr. Anthony Fok, the Founder/Principal Economics tutor at
JCEconomics.com. Anthony holds a Master's Degree in Education and is the author of
several Economics guidebooks and ‘A’ Levels Ten-Year-Series.

JCEconomics Education Centre

Tel: 8251 3684 | Website: www. jceconomics.com | Email: admin@jceconomics.com -:_.—'.—:-ﬁ'-r—f-‘-::\ ~ e fiecs
. ’éii

Source: TEENAGE magazine, January 2015 issue



Anthony Fok was featured on The Sunday
Times newspaper as one of Singapore's

‘most sought-after Super Tutors Anthony
has undertaken a Master's degree and is an
ex-Ministry of Education (MOE) Education
Officer. He has a Postgraduate Diploma in
Education (PGDE) from National Institute of
Education (NIE) and is currently pursuing his
PHD in Education.
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Tuition

Talk

Is tuition a real necessity or something that
parents indulge their kids in just because
everyone's doing it? Hear what Anthony

Fok, a self-employed tutor has to say.

Most parents would think that
tuition is a necessity, but what's
your take on it?
More than a decade ago, tuition
served as an avenue for weaker
students who required more
coaching to clear their doubts on
what was being taught in school.
Today, tutors are expected to teach
ahead of the school syllabus to
give students an advantage over
their peers and to enable them to
participate in more meaningful
discussions during lessons. If you
belong to the group of parents
who wish to give your children a
head start, then tuition is definitely
necessary.

In addition, with the shift
in focus of having higher-level
thinking skills, students these days
are finding it harder to cope with
the increasingly complexity of
examination questions. Many of
them struggle to obtain a passing
grade. This also leads to parents
seeking remedies outside school in
the form of tuition.

For kids who require tuition for
more than three subjects, what's
the best way to balance their
time between studies and taking
abreak?

Parents may wish to consider tuition
on days when lessons in school end
early, so that the students can have a
good rest before heading for tuition.
While it is important for students

to do their revision regularly, they
should also indulge in their hobby
and interest during their free time.
‘Their mental well-being is of utmost
important so that they do not burn out.

Group vs individual tuition -
which works best for kids below
the age of 12?

Different children have different
learning styles. Some are social and
prefer to learn in groups or with
other people. Some are solitary
whereby they prefer to work alone.
It is hard to mandate which produces
better results. Parents know their
children best and would be in the
best position to make a decision.

€€ Don't overload your child with tuition classes unless
necessary. There is a fine line between “stretching your
child to their best ability” versus “over-teaching”. 99

With Singapore’s compet
school environment, do you
think students can ‘survive’
without tuition?

Tuition is fuelled by ambitious
parents wanting their children to
secure places at top schools and
universities. It is a matter of the
expectation of the parents and
students. A pass may suffice for
some but to the others, only an ‘A’
grade can satisfy them. Students
can definitely survive without
tuition, but what is the definition
of “survive™?

Do you agree that parents
subscribe to the “tuition
mantra” without genuinely
comprehending the needs of
their children?

Parents these days are increasingly
sophisticated and savvy. They
participate in online discussions
Defore making a well-informed
decision.

Should children be taking tuition
for all of their subjects?

Parents should definitely re-consider
Defore enrolling their children in
tuition for all subjects. While this
may be feasible at a junior level, it
may not work out for secondary
level students, where they have
close to 10 subjects. Over-reliance
on tuition may have a negative
effect on the child too. It is therefore
important to identify the subjects,
which they need extra help in.

Do you think important for
Primary 1 to 3 children to go for
tuition or is that too early?

Tt is essential to have a strong
foundation in the fundamental
concepts. With a strong
foundation, students are able

to acquire new knowledge and
skills without much hurdle. This
thinking is even more evident in
our society now as we see more
pre-school enrichment centres

set up to provide numeracy and
literacy content

What is an important piece of
advice you would give parents
who send their kids for tuition?
Don’t overload your child with
tuition classes unless necessary.
‘There is a fine line between
“stretching your child to their best
ability” versus “over-teaching”.

Itis usually perceived that when
a child goes for tuition, parents
can expect better results.

Is this true?

Parents need to manage their
expectations. Are they expecting
their children who have been failing
all along to achieve an ‘A’ grade
overnight? Or would it be sufficient
if the tutor can spark their interest
in the subject matter and encourage
more positive learning? Apart from
the tuition centre’s lesson curriculum
and teaching methodology, the
lesson delivery by the teachers is
also very important.

What are some considerations
parents should bear in mind
when deciding whether o
not to send their children for

Parents first need to consider their
children’s needs, such as:

Identify the subjects their children
need extra help in.

Understand why they are not
performing in school and whether
there is a need for tuition.

If tuition is necessary, how can

this complement their current
school schedule without

overloading them too much?

Is private tuition or group tuition
more suitable?

Consider what they look for

in a tutor (for example, how
experienced the tutor is, whether
the tutor has a good track record
of delivering results and how this
is achieved - by unique teaching
methodology, drillng by doing a
lot of practice, price, availability of

resources and so on).

singapore’s child | december 2014 43
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Top tutor brings economics theories to life

Anthony Fok of JCEconomics.com deviates from usual teaching methods and
uses funny analogies to help students remember Economics concepts.

sesssssssssse

hen Anthony Fok resigned as
a Ministry of Education (MOE)
teacher to pursue his PhD, he

had no idea that he would soon become
Singapore’s most sought-after economics
tutor. The 30-year old tutor had been
teaching economics for several years, after
graduating with honours in Accountancy
from Nanyang Technological University,
before he set up JCEconomics.com in 2012
at Bukit Timah and Tampines. He earned
his Master of Education from Monash
University in Australia.

Specialising in “A™ level Economics,
the center has since been known to
produce students who not only ace their
examinations but also have a solid grasp
of the subject. Through his work, Fok
was able to author Economics textbaoks,
including the GCE “A* Level Economics
ten-year-series sold in bookstores in
Singapore and Malaysia.

“| believe my popularity as a top
Economics tutor in Singapore comes from
more than merely imparting Economics
knowledge,” Fok says.

“I motivate the students to love the
subject and to look beyond the academic
grades. | teach values and life lessons
that will be valuable to them even after
graduation.”

f ¥ d J 5 72, Y
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| How about some stories on Game Theoay‘h

He points out that his lessons “shorten
the learning process” and “bridge the
gap” of school lectures and topics tackled
in national examinations. Fok says his
students enjoy his lessons as much as he
enjoys teaching them. “I am lucky to be
able to find great satisfaction in my work, "
he adds.

Tuition obsession

Singapore households now spend around
$820 million on centre- and home-based
tuition, almost double of that spent a
decade ago. With Singapore being in the
midst of a “minor national obsession”
with tuition, Fok cautions that parents
shouldn‘t think that splurging on tuition
will guarantee success.

He believes tuition should be viewed as a
supplement to a child's education, and not
an integral part of the education system
or an obligatory pathway to success.

“The role of tuition should be to fill in
the gaps of knowledge. Unfortunately

“His lessons bridge the
gap between school
lectures and topics
tackled in national
examinations.”

-

in today's competitive society, this is not
the case. Many parents view tuition as a
necessary means to scoring distinctions
in examinations and getting ahead of the
academic race,” he mulls.

Practical lessons

Deviating from the usual teaching methods
of some teachers, Fok says he uses “funny
and interesting analogies” to help students
remember Economics concepts.

“For example, | have many personal
stories to link up the different Economics
theories together so that lessons won‘t be
boring. In fact, many of my students tell
me that they look forward to tuition every
week because of my stories!“ he says.

He explains that everyone is affected by
econamic issues and that students only
need to see the link between theories and
real life.”Once they can do that, learning
Economics will be such a breeze!” he says.

Many students find the GCE “A" level
examination challenging becuase they are
being tested on their higher order thinking
skills such as application, analysis, synthesis
and evaluation. “Students need to be able
to explain current economic events in terms
of economic principles learnt and also
construct a coherent line of argument and
reconcile conflicting ideas, " he adds.

Listening ear

To keep his students motivated, Fok says he
does not mind befriending them. “Lending
them a listening ear when they need
support and encouraging them along the
way," he says.

“The Junior College (JC) students are
generally motivated to learn as most of
them signed up for tuition on their own
accord, without much pressure from
their parents. They know that the stakes
are high and come in order to secure
their distinctions to qualify for top local
universities,” he adds.

CONTACT

Branch: Bukit Timah Shopping Centre
Phone Number: +65 8251 3684
Branch: Block 201E Tampines Street 23
Phone Number: +65 9861 0186
Website: http//www.jceconomics.com/

Source: Singapore Business Review magazine, January 2015 issue



EDUCAtING the New GENERAtION

MR. ANTHONY FOK, THE
FOUNDER AND PRINCIPAL
TUTOR OF JCECONOMICS
COM, A LEADING ‘A-
LEVEL ECONOMICS
EDUCATION CENTRE,
SHARES THE SCHOOLS
UNIQUE TEACHING
METHODOLOGY AND
THE DEEP SET PASSION
HE HARBOURS FOR THE
SUBJECT, WITH TODAY’S
PARENTS.

You were previously a school
teacher with the Ministry of
Education. Why did you decide to
set up a tuition business and who
are your targeted students?

The tuition centre caters to students
in Junior Colleges who are preparing
to sit their GCE ‘A" Level Examinations.
I resigned from my previous job to
pursue a PhD in Education. Upon
graduation, | realised that | could still
continue to share my knowledge in
Economics with students from the
various schools by becoming a tutor.

In your opinion, why is Economics
an important subject that students
should be taking more seriously?
Every individual is affected in some
way by economic issues such as
inflation and unemployment. Most
government policies such as the
Electronic Road Pricing (ERP) and

the Certificate of Entitlement (COE)
which have been implemented to curb
road congestion and the rules and
regulations governing the ownership
of public housing are also issues that
directly affect our daily lives.

How would you describe the
teaching method used in
JCEconomics?

Itis essential and useful for students
to be able to draw the link between
the theoretical concepts that they
study in the dlassrooms and the
practical aspects of applying such
knowledge to real life events. | tend to
rely on funny and interesting analogies
1o help students remember the various
Economic concepts. For example, | find
that sharing personal stories with my
students usually helps them connect
with different theories taught in

dlass without boring them and losing
their attention. Teaching them how

10 apply the fundamental concepts
learnt in school during my tuition

dasses is something | firmly believe
in, as this ensures that my lessons wil
complement and value-add to their
curriculum. This helps expedite their
learning process and also bridges the
gap between the curriculum at school
and preparing the students for what is
actually demanded of them during the
national examinations.

What are several teaching rules
or mottos that you adhere to at
JCEconomics?

“Every child matters.” It is important
that not a single student should leave
the classroom with any unclarified
doubt or question regarding the topic
covered during the lesson. In line
with the READ methodology that

JCEconomics practices, | will make
myself available for consultations
after classes if students approach
me with any difficulties that they are
facing. Keeping abreast of the latest
exam trends, both in Singapore and
overseas, is crucial since that is the
only way | will be able to update

my topics accordingly for the overall
benefit of my students.

How do you motivate your
students and inspire them?
Generally, the students themselves
are quite self-motivated as most of
them registered for tuition on their
own accord, without much pressure
from their parents. They are aware
that the stakes are high and attend
tuition in order to secure distinctions,
in order to qualify for positions in the
top local and overseas universities
Constant encouragement and
reassurance that it is important to
look beyond their academic grades
also gives them the support they
need to work harder.

hesundaytimes

‘sul‘rn TUTORS]

What advice will you give to
students who want to improve
their grades in Economics?
Keeping themselves updated

on current affairs is essential. In
particular, more attention should be
paid to global economic events and
the Singapore economy in general.
Furthermore, they should also be well-
acquainted with activities that major
institutions such as the World Trade
Organisation (WTO), International
Monetary Fund (IMF), Federal Reserve
and the Monetary Authority of
Singapore (MAS) are a part of. On top
of that, events like the Asian Financial
Crisis, European Debt Crisis and USA
Sub-prime Crisis are also notable
happenings that will contribute to
their overall understanding of the
subject. To make an answer script
stand out from the rest, the answer
will have to consist of informative
quotes and up-to-date statistics.

Extra marks will also be awarded for
concrete and relevant examples, useful
comparisons and accurate analogies.

@ wwwJceconomics.co

It is essential
and useful for
students to be

able to draw the
link between
the theoretical
concepts that
they study in
the classrooms
and the practical
aspects of
applying such
knowledge to
real life events.

Source: Today’s Parents Magazine
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Finances

By WONG WEI HAN

THE Govermnment is moving to in-
chide up to half of long- term in-
wvestment returns from invest-
ment company Temasek Holdings
in the national financial accounts.

One expert has given a rough
estimation that the move could
add $4 billion to $5 billion a year
to the Budget bottom line.

The Government will seek a
constitutional amendment later

Investment Retumns (MIR) frame-
work as it prepares for more so-
cial and infrastructure spending.
‘The MIE framew ork was set up
in 2000 to allow the Govemment
to spend up to 50 per cent of the
expected long-term real retums
on its net assets managed by the
Monstary Anthodty of Singapore

22%

New top marginal personal
income tax rate, up from 20%

80%

of Singapaore

Personal income taxes paid by the top10%
taxpayers

Temasek to contribute
more to govt income

Change could boost govt coffers by $4b-$5b annually, says economist

(MAS) and GIC. These are both re-
alised and unrealised capital gains
- that is, future projected returns.
The change will help Singapore
strengthen its long- term fiscal po-
sition asz its funding needs rise,
Deputy Prime Minister Tharman
Shanmugaratnam said yesterday.
The inchusion of Temasek as a
contributor to the framework was

Higher taxes for tnp earners

= Tax rates to beraised taxrate ®Changes will affect
fortop 5 percentof wlnsetn pu'emt those with annual
income earners, for from 20 per cent income of
tawes paid in 2007 currenthy. and above.
Asseszable | Changeable Additional Canrent Increase in
income income tax payable effective effective ta.
® ® A ® taxrate (%) | rate changs (;]
250000 | 200000 400 83 0z
800000 750000 10:800 160 14
1500000 | 1450000 | 24800 e | 16
STGRAPHICS

Top 5% of earners to
pay more income tax

By MOK FEI FEI

THE rich will be giving a little
more back to the wider commumni-
ty with higher personal income
taxes coming their way.

Income tax rates for the top 5
per cent of income eamers -
thoss pulling in at least $160,000
a year — are about to be raisad.
The move will net the Govem-
ment sbout $400 million mors a
year.

Taxpayers with more than
#160,000 in chargeable income,
or the income tacable after taking
into account personal reliefs, will
face a higher tax rate of 18 per
cent on the next $40,000 of their
income, up from 17 per cent.

From thers, the marginal tax
rate will be higher as a parson’s in-
come increases. The top marginal
rate will rise from 20 per cent to
22 per cent for the highest income
eamers with a chargeable income
of above §320,000.

For instance, someone saming
$#250,000 a year will pay an extra
$#400 in income tax a year while
somecne earmng $800,000 wil
pay an extra $10,800.

‘The changes will start with in-
come earned next year with the
taxes to be paid in 2017.

Raising the top income tax rate
helps the Govermment to mest its
objectives, Deputy Prime Mindster
Tharman Shanmmgaratnam said
yesterday. For starters, it builds a
fairer and more equitable system
of taxes, with the well-off hxviug
to :untnbute more through the
progressive tax regime.

As things stand, the top 10 per
cent of tarpayers already pay
alightly more than 80 per cent of
persomal income taxes, while ama-

jority of Singaporeans do not pay
income tax at all.

Mr Tharman said Singapore
had designed its system such that
it has lower owerall taxes than
most countries, while maintaining
a highly progressive regime.

“The higher-income group
makes a significant net contribu-
tion into the system, which en-
ables the lower-income group in
turn to get significantly more ben-
efits than the taxes they pay. In
other words, when we add up all
our taxes - GST, income, proper-
ty and other taxes - and compare
them to benefits received, the low
income group gets more benefits
than the taxes they pay, while the
high-income group pays more ta-
es than benefits received.”

Property taxes have also been
tweaked from a flat rate for resi-
dential properties to a tieted =ys-
tem where those with higher anm-
al vahies are taxed more.

Taxes for the middle-incoms
group have been reduced while
the lower -income group has bene-
fited from schemes such as Work-
fare, which supplements the in-
comes of low-wage workers.

“It iz fair that this enhanced
support for those with low in-
comes should come chisfly from
revemues contributed by the
high- income group,® he said.

“Thosa with higher incomes
have also been seeing stronger
growth in incomes than the aver-
age Singaporean in recent years. ™

Raising the marginal tax rate of
the top income eamers also helps
to boost gowernment revemies.
But the move iz not expected to

significantly dent Singapore's
competitivensss, he said.
|+ felmoki®sphoom. 5g

deferred owing partly to a lack of
established methodol ogies for pro-
jecting its retums.

“We are now ready for our
spending rule to be based on the
total expected retums of all three
investment antities, inchiding Te-

us to spend based on its total ex-

pected returns, inchiding realised
and unrealised capital gains, and
not just actual dividends paid by
Temasek to the Govermment. "
CIMB economist Song Seng
Wun said the move will be a boost
tothe Govemment's coffers.
“Temasek's total shareholder
retum rate ower 20 years i & per
cent in nominal terms and likely

around 4 per cent in real terms.
With a portfolio value of $223 bil-
lion as of last year, Temasek may
contribute some $4 billion to §5
billion to govemment reverme an-
mually. With the higher MIE reve-
nue and tweaks to tax income an-
nounced this year - not forge ting
the previcus surpluses - the Gow-
ernment has more than encugh to

fund its social and infrastructure
projects,” he said.

Government is set to
rise to about 10 to 10.5 per cent of
ecuuomtc outpat on average over

he next five yam, Mr Tharman
sajd owing to higher spending to
enham:a ‘Thealth care and transport
infrastmeture among other needs.

Health- care nding  will
fump from over $o billion this
year to over $13 billion in 2020,
while $26 billion has been commit-
ted for the next five years to im-
prove public transport, he added.

“Tt iz mow timely that we have
this further enhancement to in-
chide the expectad retums of Te-
masek in the NIR framework... It
contimes to ensure that we spend
from our reserves in a sustainable
manner, 80 a3 to benefit both cur-
rent and firture generations. ®
- whwong@sph com sg

Private tutor
address the needs of an

and entreprenear Anthony Fok doss not
an ageing popua'tion, coupled with

m*a having te ;} mee

mmgmmnmummﬂmu tax revenue to help
th cana®, amang otber things. ST PHOTO: ONG WEE 1N

Not too bothered about paying more tax

PRIVATE tutor and
entreprensur Anthony Fok ks
taking the income tax hike in
his strde.

‘The 31-year-old set up
tuition agency
JCEconomics.com in 2012,
raking in some §400,000 in
income last year as its sols
propristor and employes.

‘That puts him among the top
5 per cent of income eamers, so
he will be hit by the hjg]mr
personal income tax rate

After deducting tax rdiﬂfs of
some $20,000, Mr Fok would
have to pay about §3,400 more
in tae if his income is

ed next year, though he
s not too perturbed.
“Mobody can predict my

Mr Anthony Fok, 31

Private tutor and founder of tuition agency JCEconomics.com who

pulled in
What he pays

000 in income last year

Income tax rate for top earners goes up to 22 per cent from 20 per cant

What other taxpayers pay

Top 5% of earners will pay more. Most people unaffected

income in the next few years
because the incomes of a private
tutor ks not stable.™

He does not begrudge the
higher tax as he strongly
believes the Government should
give a leg-up to lower -income
earners.

“The Government can use
the additional tax reveme to
help address the neads of an
ageing population, couplsd with
increased spending on health
care, education and to
strengthen social safety nets. ™

Analysts, however, ware

surprised by the move as this iz
the first time since 1066 that
the top marginal income tax
rate has been hiked.

Experts pointed out the
potential consequences on the
wider economy.

Emst & Young Solutions
mman capital partner Grahams
Wright =aid Singapora’s
competitive position could be
weakened when it comes to
highly mobile senior executives.

But KPMG Singapore tax
partner Alan Lan did not think
it will have any immediate
adwverse impact on attracting
top individuals as the city- state
has strong draws like its clean
image and stromg security.
0K FEI FEI

© Source: The Straits Times Newspapers, 24 February 2015,
Singapore Press Holdings Limited.
Permission required for reproduction
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A recent survey done jointly by The Straits Times and research company Nexus Link
found that seven in 10 parents here send their children for tuition. It’s a $1 billion industry.
JUDITH TAN (juditht@sph.com.sg) speaks to super tutors with a long waiting list of students

Parent offers him

$20,000 for an A grade

THE NEW PAPER ON SUNDAY Jus 76,2015
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to get
into M Anhony Fok's economics class
this year? Forget

who is married with a four-year-old son,
el the business itch again and left 0 set

N DEMAND:
Economics tutor
Anthony Fok many
students begging
oin s class.

“Tutors do it for love of teaching, not money’

When sho left her job as a
primary school teacher in

pils s abouta year.
“Our Primary 1 programme focus

Weuse b s

When asked
‘people in his industry, M Fok, who stll

pop
iatss are usually fully booked by
Narch and teens applying will be asked to
,omdn%(augmhymhermmn
There

He says: °S

“The tile of super wtor was colned by

Apart from the lessons proper, Mr Fok
als0 gives out his moblle number (0 his

vp:
ticle appeared seven ears 3g0,” he says,

young family.
So the mother of three boys, who
were hen agd ber

below one, started giving maths wi-

‘oo bt e doeans
putanyone on a wadng s, sys e Fok.

well. There is 1o relief teacher,” he ex

plains.
Mr Fok, 3, teaches economics four
days 2 week to more than 2001C 1 and 2
students annualy
conducts classes from Thursday to
Sunday. Each class comprises 20 to 40
students,
‘The charge is $380 for four lessons,
with each lesson lasting about 90 min:

id not want to reveal the
rumber of classes he handles or the o
al mumber of classes at his tuition cen
tres. But his centre has to register for GST

o
tions they ind hard to tackle

i the real world. This
way, they will stand out in the exams if

T have always believed that tuition
should be  supplement toa childs educ:

ys: “Sometimes 1
sy e of change.

It is definitely not a sure way 1o

e started out with orly five
il The bisines rew am e ow

“This helps young chidren acquire

ation in_ mathemat

s concepts and in turn builds their

confidence in the subject,” she ex-
plains.

WAITING LIST
s Chuah says that i the past, some

way, astudents  TEXT cxs, yed any parens eontinus 6 viow ki parents tried to circumvent the waic

menorsa 2477 ing i ) o per h
“Also, the quality of the s “he enli centre every week.

= ; asking ifthere  says. Sessions are an average of $32 an  “Some even told us tht they were

Nr Fok firsc made the news in June i vacancy. He does not deny that it has beer a lu- hour. The classes last 90 minutes, ex- | willng (0 pay the whole year's fees

2008 when he was just 24 and a report
i 25 on o e “super tors”

ik sk be sy okingy with
rucful smil

how sought aF
ter they w

s achiovement of stading Yue tizi
Tutorial Centre with only 25 students in
2004 and growing it to 600 students was

Surprisingl, Mr Fok sold all his shares

crative path for him.
“Noney isaby productof thehardw
put . am running 3 businessaer 4l

Once, a welleeled parent offered him
520,000 to guarantee an A grade for her
child one month before the A levels. He

I is ot possible to work that kind of

and taugh
fullime at Hong Kah Secondary School,
covering Principles of Accounts and Math:

ematic.
‘After five years of teaching, Mr Fok,

e says.

“Aciein disincions s never 3 ghen.
i chancs s, Many parer

ar rtehl when they ettt hild

and I work hard to y
“Parents nowadays no longer ask the
ost of idon fees. It ey vt o
s proven track record and.

adds: “This is evident by the wide
rsngp of fees charged by tutors n the in-

"ZThere ae many who car tore than

cept for those for Primary 6, which
up 1o two hours each, Kids gener-
allyattend one or two classes  week.
She is reluctant (0 say how much

ucrative business. She says it is not
hr businss scumen

2R

e tken Concept Nath 1 where

pils have been doing well and today,
the walting period for Primary 1 pu-

justtosecurea sot of heir choice for
thelr children,” she says:

€ the. interview, Ms

Chuah, whose husband is an engi-

x, inists many teachers wh left

the profession to become tutors “are

doing it for the love of teaching” and

have a bite of the bilion-dollr pie.”

No doubt,
there are black
sheep in the
industry who
have resorted
to falsifying
qualifications,
giving parents
false hopes
and charging
exorbitantly
high fees.

— Me Janice Chuah

“No doubt, there are

giving parent
ing exorbitanly high f
“But ma

students with cor
at the same time, impart correct val
ues and prepare them for the world
tomorrow.”

She sy tha f i deserney
needs help but there is o lotat
cept ath, "we efer him 0 our —

She adds ~We would rather lose
the business than leave a child strand-

“There was this new student who

breadwinner of the family, had died,
we refunded the fees paid to help the
family

“We also offered her free tuition

‘and supported her tll she completed
e L sty

for the "super twtors” tag, Ms

i sys. “There 5 no el for

‘when a student walks up to you and
says ‘thank you'

© Source: The New Paper, 26 July 2015,
Singapore Press Holdings Limited.
Permission required for reproduction
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Students
turn to ‘crash
courses’ to
boost grades

Intensive revision can build confidence, clear
doubts, but may prove counter-productive

LAST-MINUTEHELP

Many students realise
what they lackonly
when they revise just
beforethe exams,
and find that these
coursescan
complement their
ownrevision.

b b/

MRSHAUN LIM, Quintessential Education
Centre tutor

Calvin Yang

Looking to snag eight straight As
for her upcoming A-level examina-
tion, Raffles Institution (RI) stu-
dent Jenny Goh, 17, paid more than
$800 for last-minute cram sessions
during the June holidays for two
subjects that she was weaker in.
She attended “crash courses” in
physics and economics at tuition
centre Quintessential Education
Centre. Each course comprised two
four-hour sessions, in which she
brushed up on conceptslikely to ap-
pear in the exams and crafted an-
swers that examiners look for. in popularity, with more teenagers
“Ithoughtitwouldbe goodtoclar-  signingup for them ahead of the N-,
ify my doubts and getanideaof the  0-and A-level examinations.
i o

now averages Bsand Cs for the sub-
jects. But Jenny feelsthat she canat-
tain As when the written papers for
the Alevels start later thismonth.
These cram sessions are growing

year. While some are held during
the school holidays, others take
place just days before students sit
their exams.

These hothousing sessions — in
the form of workshops or seminars
- are designed to help students
build up their confidence, clarify

i dspot ions |

key topics that will be tested,” said Hundreds of school
Jenny, who hopes to study natural  and junior college students have at-
sciences at the University of Cam-  tended such courses, which may
bridge or Imperial College London.  last from a day to a few months, be-
The Year 6 studentat RI, whopre-  lieving that these will boost their
viously scored U (unclassified) and ~ grades at the national exams.
E foreconomics and physics respec- At least 30 such courses have
tively, started doing better, and been or are being conducted this

their ike-
1

Tuition centres, such as Winners
Education Centre and Potter's Clay
Education Centre, have also noted
improvements in their students’
grades after the short courses.

But, said Mr Joel Liu, 29, owner of
Bright Culture Tuition Centre, tak-
ing such courses does not guaran-
tee an A grade, especially for weak-
er s due to i it

= rr ﬁ
\rjue:_stﬁ

Think long term,

art saving as

as possible

Economics tutor Anthony Fok's four-session intensive revision programme, which costs about $700, helps students spot topics by analysing past years' trends.
This manth's course has about 150 students and a waiting list of 15. PHOTG: COURTESY OF ANTHONY FOK

Students said such courses allow
them to catch up with their peers.

Mohamed Shahfizan Fazil, a Sec-
ondary 5 student at Ahmad Ibrahim
Secondary School, admitted that he
lacked self-discipline to study on his
ownand needed an “extra boost”,

The 17-year-old, who is sitting his
O levels this year, attended a

lytoappear in the nati

Some tuition centres that offer
such courses said their intakes have
risen by at least 10 per cent from
last year. A few are oversubscribed
and have waiting lists of up to 15 stu-
dentseach.

Feesrange from $180 to $300, de-
pending on the duration and level
of study. These courses cater for be-
tween 10 and 150 students.

The intake for Quintessential Edu-
cation Centre’s short courses for
various O- and A-level subjects,
such as chemistry and general pa-
per, has risen by 60 per cent from
last year, said tutor Shaun Lim.

It has offered three-day courses,
which are held during school
breaks, since 2013.

It is looking at opening up more

places for popular subjects thar are
oversubscribed, such as econom-
ics.
“Many students realise what they
lack only when they revise just be-
fore the exams, and find that these
courses can complement their own
revision,” said Mr Lim, 32, adding
that some students’ grades jumped
fromE to Aafter the courses.

time.

Introduced this year, its two-ses-
sion chemistry preparation courses
for the O levels and A levels rein-
force key formulas and expose stu-
dents to likely exam questions. The
courses in the June and September
holiday: i

five-day ics course at
EduFirst Learning Centre during
the September school break. He not-
ed that it helped him to clear up
common misconceptions.

Experts noted that such courses,
while beneficial for students who
need extra coaching or have low

may not have much ef-

“Some students might not have
the time for tuition during the usual
school term, and choose to cram as
much as possible during the school
holidays,” said Mr Liu.

Economics tutor Anthony Fok,
32, has been conducting his
four-session intensive revision pro-
gramme — which costs about $700
—every October since 2013,

This month's course, which will
take in 150 students, already has a
waiting list of 15 students. Mr Fok
will help students spot topics for
the A-level economies paper by ana-
lysing past years' trends.

fect on those who are already
putting in their best. Some even
warned that they may be coun-
ter-productive.

Associate  Professor Caroline
Koh, deputy head of the psychologi-
cal studies department at the Na-
tional Institute of Education, ex-
plained: “Crash courses may be det-
rimental to learners who are al-
ready working flat out, especially
when they offer nothing more than
drill and practice sessions without
the provision of feedback custom-
ised for individual learners.”

e said: such tips
are valuable. It helps them narrow
down the scope of topics to focus
on, especially when exams are near-
ing. But, of course, I always remind
them not to take any chances.”

h.com.sg

READ MORE Ask Sandra
bySandra Davie
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RENOWNED

shares tips on clinching

the SCHOLARSHI

M r Anthony Fok was featured in The Sun- “As he is well-known forhis ubih'ty

day Times as ‘one of Singapore’s most 2
sought-after tutors. He graduated with to deliver results, parents try

honours in Accountancy from Nanyang Tech- all means to put their children
nological University and attained Masters of in his class.”
Education from Monash University, Australia.
He is the founder and principal tutor of JC Eco- - The Sunday Times Newspaper
nomics Education Centre, which specialises in 15 June 2008
Economics tuition classes. He is also the author
of numerous ten-year-series and guide books
on Economics, which are sold at leading book-
stores in Singapore and Malaysia.
Mr Anthony Fok is known to inspire stu-
dents to ace their examinations. In a year, he
teaches about 200 to 300 students. Many of his
students even went on to win scholarships to
study at prestigious universities. He is always
ready with tips for his students to clinch the
prestigious scholarships.

Be clear of your career choices. Research
the background of the universities, the cours-
es they offer and the scholarships available in
the fields you are interested in. Take note of the
application dates for each scholarship. It is best
to keep a calendar of deadlines for scholarships.
It takes time to collate all the required informa-
tion and documents for the applications, so
prepare well in advance.

Look through the various scholarships of-
ferings. Scrutinise their requirements to make
sure you are eligible before sending in your ap-
plication.

VN
(2 )\ Mr Arthory Fok

Y, B.Acc (Hons), M.Ed (Monash), PGDE (NIE), FCollT {London)

Principal Tutor, JC Econemics Education Centre

© Source: Scholarship Guide 2015 Magazine
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A ‘super tutor’ for super

learning

g

-8

Think long t

Mr Anthony Fok's (second from left) gives his mobile number to his students so that

they can reach him for schoolwork advice.

Tuition is almost an essential aspect of
children’s education now but what sets
superior learning institutes apart?

Singapore is what many might call a
“tuition nation, with many parents
signing their children up for multiple
supplementary classes to get ahead in the
academic race.

But not all tutors are equal. How can
parents ensure that they’re making the
right choice for their kids' education?

We find out what one of Singapore’s
most sought-after tutors thinks. Mr
Anthony Fok, of JC Economics, has been
rated one of the top tutors by The Sunday
Times. He shares with us some tips on
how to select the best tutor for your child.

WHY TUITION HELPS

The education curriculum is now more
demanding than ever, and school teachers
often offer more help to their students
to catch up. However, its inevitable that
some students still need even more help,
says Mr Fok.

"It's near impossible for school teachers
to cater to the individual learning needs
of every child,” he explains.

On the other hand, tuition classes
can offer a more personalised learning
experience for each student, to greater
ensure that their individual learning
needs are attended to, and that there
is full understanding of what is being
covered.

Furthermore, some tutors such as Mr
Fok share their personal contact numbers
so that students can easily reach them for
advice on schoolwork, thus answering
their questions or clearing their doubts
immediately.

THE RIGHT TUTOR
Picking the right tutor can improve your
child’s grades by leaps and bounds. What
exactly makes this difference?

For one, Mr Fok explains that it’s
important for students to “feel confident
and comfortable” with the tutor and how

he or she guides them along in their
studies.

Parents can also rely on the following
useful tips:

1. Understand why your children are
not scoring well in school.

2. Determine if private tuition or group
tuition is more suitable.

3. Assess how to complement their
current school schedule without
overloading them.

4. Consider what you look for in a tutor
(from how experienced the tutor
is, to the tutor's unique teaching
methodology, to price).

For Mr Fok, his 'formula’ for being one
of the most highly-recommended tutors
lies in his attitude towards his students.
He shares, “I'm genuinely passionate
about teaching and put in 100 per cent
effort in helping my students to improve. I
neither over-promise nor under-deliver”

If that statement sounds very grand,
do not be surprised. Mr Fok also writes
the answers to Economics 10-year-series
books and has written more than ten
Economics guidebooks, which are on
sale at Popular bookshops and school
bookshops island-wide.

© Source: Weekender Newspaper
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Want good grades
In economics?

Economics tutor Anthony Fok makes classes fun and trains students to ace their exams

By Michelle Chin
mchin@sph.com.sg

She went from getting an E for her JC
1economics exam to scoring an A at
her GCE A Levels in 2013. Now a
second-year  undergrad,  Miss
Clarice Tay, 20, credits her former
tutor, Mr Anthony Fok for the
dramatic improvement in her grades
all within the short span of a year.

Miss Tay recalled: “I didn’t expect
getting such a poor grade for
economics at my JC 1 exam. I
couldn’t grasp the concepts and I
tried hard to memorise model
answers but that didn’t work.”

Anxious to improve her grades, she
decided to sign up for tuition classes
at JC Economics Education Centre at
the start of her JC 2 year. The tuition
centre was opened in 2012 by Mr
Fok, a former MOE teacher who
specialises in economics and
conducts the tuition classes himself.
The tuition centre has two branches
and offers

group tuition, intensive revision
programmes and case study
workshops.

Miss Tay said: “Mr Fok is an excel-
lent tutor. He helped me understand
the concepts of economics. He

makes economic theories interest-
ing and easy to comprehend by
showing us how they are applied in
the real world - both international
economies and in the local context.
He got us interested to follow
international current affairs and to
keep up with economic news.”

INSPIRING A LOVE FOR LEARNING
Miss Tay found herself drawn to the
subject not simply for the sake of
passing examinations but because
she developed a genuine interest in
learning more.

Mr Fok, 32, who is passionate about
teaching economics said: “To do
well in economics exams, students
cannot rely on simply memorising
and regurgitating facts and figures.
You need to demonstrate a proper
understanding of economic
concepts, know how to apply the
concepts, think in a critical manner
and present your analysis in an
organised manner.”

Apart from ensuring students are
well-versed in the syllabus, Mr Fok
also trains the students to develop
effective study skills and techniques
to do well in exams.

He said: “I teach my students to
read and analyse the exam

questions, as well as to understand
what is required in the answer. They
learn to use relevant keywords and
craft concise answers with
precision, showing they understand
core concepts taught in the
syllabus.”

Mr Fok spurs his students to keep
up with world news and develop
analytical skills to evaluate the
effectiveness or limitations of the
economies of other countries. For
example, he raises topics like the
European debt crisis for the class to
discuss in relation to economic
concepts.

“Having up-to-date information on
global current affairs and knowing
how to look at statistics give
students an edge. The ability to
provide critical analysis and quote
real examples in exams can earn

students higher marks,” said Mr Fok.

Miss Sarah Park, 19, who attended

Mr Fok’s classes in 2014 said she
learnt effective techniques for
handling exams and developed a
keen interest in current affairs.

“Mr Fok’s style of teaching is
engaging. He uses real world exam-
ples and anecdotes to illustrate
concepts that capture our attention
and makes it easy for us to make

sense of difficult topics.”

COMPREHENSIVE STUDY
MATERIALS

Mr Fok who has written a number of
economics guidebooks provides his
students with detailed revision
notes covering key concepts in the
syllabus. Students also get notes on
techniques and strategies for
handling different types of exam
questions.

DEDICATED TUTOR

Students can reach Mr Fok via
WhatsApp and SMS outside of
tuition hours. Apart from the tuition
homework he sets, Mr Fok also
attends to students who seek his
advice on their school assignments.
If requested, he will read through
their school assignments and advise
them on areas to improve.

Miss Tay said: “Mr Fok taught us
more than economics. He never
hesitates to go the extra mile to
invest his time and effort to help us
excel in the subject.

“He cares for our well-being, instils
a thirst for learning in us and is a
role model through his own pursuit
of excellence and dedication to
teaching.”

© Source: The Sunday Times Newspapers



TEACHING

ONOMICS

Real-world classroom learning motivates students to
become investors and thinkers.

‘ou have a degree in
Accountancy from
NTU and a Masters

in Education from Monash
University, and you are
currently doing your PhD
in learning environment
for Economics. Why did
you specialise in teaching
Economics to junior
college (JC) students?

I have been giving Economics
tuition since 2005 and | feel a
great sense of achievement
whenever my students do
well in their exams. With

this passion and drive to
create more success stories,

I started my tuition business
in 2012 after resigning from
the Ministry of Education to
pursue my PhD studies.

Your website states
that“The ultimate aim

of coming for tuition
classes is to score an

‘A for the GCE A-level
Economics examination.”
Is that objective shared
by yourself and your
students?

Yes. JC students prepare for
A-level exams in less than
two years, with the aim of
achieving the required results
to enter a university course

of their choice. That said, |
believe that my popularity
as a top Economics tutor in
Singapore comes from how |
motivate students to love the
subject and to look beyond
the academic grades. | teach
skills and values that are
valuable to them even after
graduation.

What is your secret

to improving your
students’ grades?
Iapply content
knowledge so that my
students can see the

link between textbook
theories and the real
world. Using personal
stories to link different
Economics theories,

I make the lessons.
interesting. Also, | keep my
students abreast of
current affairs and
global economic
events. Quoting
current, real-world
situations in their
exam scripts help
them stand out.

7 ANTHONY"
A )
e

conomics.com,”

What is your students’
success rate?
More than 85 per cent of my
students score either'A’or

‘B'in the A-level Economics
exam each year. However,
this comes with hard work
from the students and
school teachers, and the
support of parents. Though

I can significantly improve a
student’s chance of scoring
distinction, | don't guarantee
“A's. Even when results do not
improve significantly, many
parents are grateful just to
see that their child no longer
hates or fears the subject.

As the principal and only
tutor, how do you manage
to give your students the
attention and guidance
they need?

| provide many value-added
services. For instance, all
students have my personal
number and they can

SMS me even after tuition
hours — I reply to the many
messages from my students
in the middle of the night. |
also mark additional essays

on some students’request.
Others might ask to meet me
for one-to-one consultation
and | coach them over extra
classes without payment.

| also lend my advice to
students who need career
guidance on university
courses and even write
letters of recommendation
for students applying to

Intensive classes (conducted at the end of
JC 1) are for students who did not attend my
weekly classes but wish to catch up on their

ion topics. Case Studi
are to teach specific skills sets and techniques
of answering exam case study questions.
The waiting list forms up closer to exam dates,
and there are usually no spaces left. | would
usually refer them to other good economics
tutors who genuinely care for their students.

You published Ten Year Series guides to

overseas. Of course, these
come through sacrificing
personal time with friends
and family. Nevertheless, |
continue to run a one-man
centre to maintain the quality
of the lessons: | can replicate
my teaching materials

but not my delivery and
personality.

What types of
programmes do you have
and is there a waiting list?
Group classes are catered

for students who attend
tuition on a weekly basis.

With content

knowledge,
students can see
the link between
textbook theories
and the real world.
Quoting current,

real-world

situations in their
exam scripts help
them stand out Y

A-level Economics. How many books on
the topic have you published?

I have published more than 15 books and
am listed in the Singapore Book of Records
as the author of the most number of A-level
Economics books. However, over-reliance
on the Ten Year Series might lead students to
memorise and regurgitate model solution
answers — it impedes their ability to think
deeper and analyse the questions. | do not
use my books during tuition, instead I cover
exam techniques such as critical thinking
and analytical skills, which cannot be learnt
merely through reading textbooks.

What kind of satisfaction/fulfilment do
you get out of your profession?

1am thankful to have been taught by good
teachers and professors back when | was

a student — they nurtured my passion for
teaching and for the subject. In fact, | offer
free Economics tuition to A-level students
from disadvantaged backgrounds because |
want them to break out of the poverty cycle.
| believe in giving back to the society and
helping those from lower-income families
level up. | get real satisfaction when students
remember me after many years — and not
Jjust for the results | helped them produce.
Making a positive impact on lives is the
beauty of being a teacher.

© Source: 8 Days Magazine

JC Economics
Bukit Timah Shopping Centre,

VIHD NATEX OLONS

170 Upper Bukit Timah Road #B1-14,

Singapore 588179
Tel: 8251 3684
www.jceconomics.com
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Making economics come alive

Tutor uses real-life examples, develops guidebooks and gives guidance

| do my best for my students because |
am passionate about economics and want
the students to do well in the subject.

— Mr Anthony Fok (above), who left hi

to set up JCi ics.com
in 2012

His economics textbooks have
won him a large and loyal

g t
Mr Anthony Fok’s passion for the
subject is transmitted to his students
through his teaching sessions and his
publications.

He has published 16 A-level eco-
nomics textbooks and guidebooks
including two 10-year series books.

The guidebooks cover subjects
such as the Singapore economy, the
world economy and include model
essays on economics and economic
case studies.

The books are used here and in
Malaysia.

ACCOUNTANCY DEGREE
Mr Fok, 32, graduated from Nanyang
Technological University with an ac-
countancy degree in 2007.

He is now pursuing a PhD in Edu-
cation.

He was working in one of the big
four accountancy firms, but left af-
ter five months to become a school
teacher.

© Source: The New Paper

In 2012, Mr Fok left teaching to set
up JCEconomics.com, which special-
ises in A-level economics.

He teaches economics from Thurs-
days to Sundays to more than 200
pre-university students annually.

Each class comprises between 20
and 40 students.

Mr Fok makes economics come
alive in the following ways:

He uses real-life examples such as

economic reports and newspaper

articles.

He gives consultations from Mon-

days to Wednesdays.

Students often send him que-

ries via WhatsApp and he replies

promptly.

He said: “Sometimes, the students
send me queries late at night or early
in the morning, and I try to reply to
them as quickly as I can.

“I do my best for my students be-
cause I am passionate about eco-
nomics and want the students to do
well in the subject.”

Visit www.jceconomics.com for
details.
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National Library Board (NLB) 20th Anniversary Celebrations 2015: "Out With Tuition and In With
Reading”

Moderated by Professor Tommy Koh, Ambassador-At-Large, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Panel Speakers: Senior research fellow at the Institute of Policy Studies, Tan Tarn How; assistant
professor in the English Language and Literature Academic Group at the National Institute of
Education, Nanyang Technological University, Loh Chin Ee; and private tutors Anthony Fok and
Laura Oh.
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Super tutors

Each of
them
earns

at least
$Im a year

CalvinYang

Persistent parents call him daily to
ask for a place for their child in his
A-level economics tuition class.
Some try to reserve a spot three
years ahead. A few well-heeled
ones even offer two years’ fees of
$8,000 up front.

Meet economics tutor Anthony
Fok, one of a small but growing
group of “super tutors” with
earnings of at least $1 million a year
infees.

There are at least 10 such private
tutors, according to educators in the
growing tuition industry. Private tu-
tors like Mr Fok have to register their
centres for GST when their annual
revenue crosses the $1 million mark.

They are part of a tuition industry
worth more than a billion dollars
annually, nearly double the $650
million households here spent on
tuitionin 2004.

“Students look for me because
they want their A grade... even
those who are already doing well in
school,” said 32-year-old Mr Fok,
who has about 200 students and 40
names on his waiting list. Some
even come from Johor Baru.

According to him, two-thirds of
his students have gone on to ace the
A-level paper.

His fees range from $380 to $420
for four 1'/>-hour lessons a month.
He takes home about $500,000 a
year after deducting the rent of his
two centres in Bukit Timah and
Tampinesand other expenses.

Already, the popular timeslots for
his classes are fully booked. Each
class comprises 30 to 40 students.
However, Mr Fok does not intend
to open more classes as “there is no
way I can cope as a one-man show”.

MrFok,whousedto teachat asec-
ondary school for about four years,
said his achievement is the result of
dedicationand hard work.

For instance, he gives his mobile
number to his students so they can
message him whenever they need
help. He also assists his students in
“spotting” topics likely to appear in
exams by analysing past papers, and
provides them with concise notes,
complete with key pointers.

“The tuition industry is growing
rapidly with many tutors entering
the industry, lured by the attractive
income,” he said. “Top tutors put in
alot of hard work to help students.
It’s not an easy industry to be in,
fuelled by demanding parents and
‘many competitive tutors.”

Despite noting that good academ-
ic grades do not define success, Mr
Fok said: “Tuition isn’t a bad thing.
believe that parents’ concerns with

grades stem from the desire to give
their children the best help they
possibly can.”

Second-year Anglo Chinese Jun-
for College student Janine Ang has
attended Mr Fok’s classes since last
year. She pays $420 per four
lessons. From borderline passes,
the tutoring has helped Janine, 18 -
who will sit her A levels this year -
to improve to As in her economics
testsand exams.

“It’s worth the fees in exchange
for the results,” she said.

Physics tutor Phang Yu Hon, a
49-year-old who collected $1.1 mil-
lion in fees last year, said parents
are willing to fork out for tutors
known to deliver results. He has
been hitting the million-dollar
marksince 2011.

His fees for his O- and A-level
classes range from $400 toas much
as $700 for four two-hour lessons.
Each of his classes averages about
25students.

His students - he handles 200 a

!

year - are mostly from the upper-
middle income group, and include
sons and daughters of business
owners, medical professionals, sen-
ior civil servants and academics.

“Their parents are less concerned
about cost and more focused on the
tutor’s track record,” said the
former research engineer, who has
afirst-class honours degree in elec-
trical engineering.

Some of his students told The
Straits Times that their results have
seenmarked improvement.

Former CHIJ St Nicholas Girls’
School student Ivana Ding, for in-
stance, had been consistently doing
poorly in physics before attending
Mr Phang’s classes in March last
year.

At the O levels last year, the
17-year-old, now a first-year bio-
medical sciences student at Ngee
Ann Polytechnic, scored A2 for the
subject with hishelp.

“Mr Phang makes the difficult
concepts easier to digest through
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analogies as well as dances and
songs he choreographed and com-
posed. These all made physics not
only fun but also easier to study,”
she said.

But not every tutor makes it into
the top league. Mr Phang believes
such tutors possess a charisma that
othersdonot.

In recent years, a crop of new tu-
tors are slowly making a name for
themselves in the business.

Former teacher Wynn Khoo, who
taught physics and principles of ac-
counts for the past five years, made
the switch to full-time tutoring this
January. Already, the 31-year-old,
who charges $280 to $320 per four
lessons, hasaround 100 students.

Top tutors also insist that top
marks is not a as stu-

overnight. If the student is willing
towork hard, then yes, there will be
results.”

Another maths tutor, Ms Celine
Loi, who is director of Joss Sticks Tu-
ition Centre, said that students
needed to take ownership of their
studies, attend classes on time and
work with the tutors.

The 40-year-old’s centre, which
employs 20 tutors, runs about 55
classes a week, for about 400 stu-
dents.

But education experts such as Na-
tional University of Singapore lec-
turer Kelvin Seah believes that send-
ing students to star tutors may be
counterproductive.

Dr Seah said engaging the ser-
vices of such star tutors may not

tter i

dents have to putin hard work too.
Maths tutor Gary Ang, 37, who
draws a five-figure monthly salary,
said: “Parents sometimes think tu-
tors are magicians who can turn a
failing student into an A student

“When students are forced into tu-
ition lessons, they could grow to dis-
like the subject instead of taking a
greater interest init,” he added.

calyang@sph.com.sg
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TOUGH JOB

Toptutorsputinalot
of hard work to help
students. It'snotan
easy industry tobe
in, fuelled by
demanding parents
and many
competitive tutors.

MRANTHONY FOK, economics tutor
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