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French Republic 

Candidate Information 

Emmanuel Macron (La République En Marche): 

-​ Emmanuel Macron (b. 1977) is the 25th and current President of France. Originally a member of the Socialist Party, Macron had served as 

a senior advisor and Minister of Finance to former President François Hollande. In 2016, Macron left PS to form his own political party, 

La Republique En Marche. Branding himself as a progressive and pro-European politician, Macron scored a decisive victory over Marine 

Le Pen in the second round of voting in the 2017 French Presidential Election. During his presidency, Macron has faced a number of 

political and social crises ranging from the Yellow Vests (Gilet Jaunes) protests to the COVID-19 Pandemic. Seeking to head off future 

challenges by Marine Le Pen and other right-wing leaders, Macron and his party have embraced a ‘law and order’ approach to 
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governance, prioritizing aggressive policies such as the Global Security Bill, the Islamic Separatist Bill, and a significant reduction on 

immigration. At the current moment, Macron – who has not made a formal decision of whether to stand in the 2022 election – is the 

current favorite to win the 2022 Presidential Election.  1

Marine Le Pen (Rassemblement National): 

-​ Marine Le Pen (b. 1968) is the current leader of the far-right Rassemblement National (National Rally) party. Although Le Pen has 

sought to present herself as a more moderate and mainstream candidate than her father, Jean-Marie Le Pen, she still favors hardline 

policies on immigration, security, and Islam.  As of October 2021, Le Pen remains one of the favorites to challenge President Macron in 2

the upcoming election. However, Le Pen’s popularity has dropped significantly due to a poor showing by Rassemblement National in the 

2021 regional elections and the unexpected rise of Eric Zemmour, a far-right television pundit who is now seen as the primary challenger 

to President Macron.  3

Xavier Bertrand (Les Républicains): 

-​ Xavier Bertrand (b. 1965) is the current President of the Regional Council for Hauts de France and the perennial frontrunner in the race 

3 Angelique Chrisafis, French Far Right’s New Face: The Meteoric Rise of Eric Zemmour, p. 2 

2 Eleanor Beardsley, Marine Le Pen’s Brutal Upbringing Shaped Her Worldview, p. 1 

1 Elysée, Emmanuel Macron, p. 1 
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to represent Les Républicains in the 2022 Presidential Election. Although Bertrand has long been seen as an outsider to the mainstream 

right, Bertrand’s simple nature and working-class conservatism has appealed to a wide-range of French voters – much to the ire of LR 

leaders -  who feel that they have been neglected by the political class.  Despite Bertrand’s middle-class appeal, he currently sits in fourth 4

place in the polls, trailing President Macron, Eric Zemmour, and Marine Le Pen.  5

Jean-Luc Mélenchon: (La France Insoumise): 

-​ Jean Luc Mélenchon (b. 1951) is the current head of the progressive La France Insoumise (Rebellious France) party. Often described as a 

left-wing populist and a democratic socialist, Mélenchon has advocated for a French exit from both the European Union and NATO. 

Equally important, Mélenchon and LFI have upheld traditional progressive policies such as gender equality, the fair treatment of 

migrants, and an end to Islamophobia and anti-Muslim stigmatization.  6

Anne Hidalgo (Parti Socialiste): 

-​ Anne Hidalgo (b. 1959) is the current Mayor of Paris and the Socialist Party’s candidate in the 2022 Presidential Elections. Originally 

from the Andalusia region of Spain, Hidalgo has taken a particularly sensitive approach towards immigrants – a sharp contrast from the 

6 Anne Nussbaum & William Horobin, Macron’s Far-Left Nemesis Mélenchon Enters Campaign for 2022, p. 1 

5 Politico, France - 2022 Presidential Election Voting Intention, p. 1 
4 Clea Caulcutt, Xavier Bertrand, the Ex-Insurance Salesman Who Smashed the Jaws of the French Right, p. 2 
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attitudes of compatriots on the right. In addition to her support of a ‘humane’ immigration policy, Hidalgo has also been a strong 

supporter of eco-friendly initiatives.  At the current moment, Hidalgo trails every major French candidate in the polls. 7

Yannick Jadot (Green Party): 

-​ Yannick Jadot (b. 1967) is a current member of the European Parliament and the Green Party’s (EELV) candidate for President. As 

typical with Green Party candidates, much of Jadot’s political positions are centered around an effective response to global climate 

change and the implementation of green/eco-friendly policies. Described as a pragmatist, Jadot seeks to implement a “solutions based” 

approach to the current environmental crisis.  Despite a common agreement amongst French politicians that climate change presents one 8

of the most significant challenges of the modern era, Jadot and the EELV are currently polling second to last amongst major candidates in 

the 2022 Presidential Election. 

Eric Zemmour (Independent – Far Right): 

-​ Eric Zemmour (b. 1958) is a French far-right journalist, author, and television pundit who has been mentioned as a possible candidate in 

the 2022 Presidential Election. Commonly known for his controversial and extreme right-wing views on immigration, Islam, and 

8  France 24, French Greens Choose Yannick Jadot as Their Candidate for 2022 Presidential Election, p. 2 

7 Mari Eccles, Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo to Run for French President, p. 2 
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LGBTQ rights, Zemmour has sought to provide the French far-right with another alternative to the increasingly moderate Marine Le Pen. 

Although Zemmour has repeatedly turned down requests to run for President, some French polls currently show him as the primary 

challenger to Emmanuel Macron in the 2022 Presidential Election.  9

Key Issues 

COVID-19 

Summary:  

-​ With over 6,800,000 million cases and nearly 115,000 deaths, France has been one of the hardest hit countries by the COVID-19 

pandemic.  According to a paper by Or et al, the pandemic “brought into light structural weaknesses of the health system, including its 10

governance and decision making process.”  Despite a wide-ranging vaccine campaign - around 76% of the population has received at 11

least one dose of a government approved COVID-19 vaccine (Pfizer, Moderna, AstraZeneca, Johnson & Johnson), the government has 

been accused of abusing its power and mismanaging the health crisis.  In particular, Macron has come under fire for the draconian 12

measures implemented during the country’s three national lockdowns, the government issued Health Pass (Pass Sanitaire), and an alleged 

12 Josh Holder, Tracking Coronavirus Vaccinations Around the World, p. 1 
11 Or et al., France’s Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic, p. 1 

10 World Health Organization, France: WHO Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) Dashboard, p. 1 
9 Angelique Chrisafis, French Far Right’s New Face: The Meteoric Rise of Eric Zemmour, p. 2 
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neglect of the national healthcare system during the pandemic. 

Specific 
Issue 

Policy  Macron - 
LREM 
(President) 

Le Pen - RN Bertrand - 
LR 

Melenchon - 
LFI  

Hidalgo - PS Jadot - EELV Zemmour- Ind 

COVID-19  Lock-
downs 

Candidate/Party 
Public 
Statement 

 Adres… The 
Coronavirus 
Black Book, 
From Fiasco 
to Abyss. 
(Marine Le 
Pen) 

Bertrand on 
COVID-19 

 Hidalgo 
Statement on 
COVID-19 
Lockdowns 
(March 2021) 

Green Party 
Communique 
on COVID-19 

 

  Previous 
Party/Candidate 
Action/Proposal 

  LR 
National 
Convention 
on Health 

Chapter 1: 
Mélenchon 
Presidential 
Program 
 
LFI 
Statement 
on 
COVID-19 

   

  Candidate/Party 
Press Release 

 RN Press 
Release on 
COVID-19 

     

  Miscellaneous LREM 
COVID 

      

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MEV6BHQaTnw
https://rassemblementnational.fr/telecharger/publications/livre-covid-numerique.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/telecharger/publications/livre-covid-numerique.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/telecharger/publications/livre-covid-numerique.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/telecharger/publications/livre-covid-numerique.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/telecharger/publications/livre-covid-numerique.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/telecharger/publications/livre-covid-numerique.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/telecharger/publications/livre-covid-numerique.pdf
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1443896975913627651?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1443896975913627651?s=20
https://www.francetvinfo.fr/sante/maladie/coronavirus/covid-19-la-maire-de-paris-anne-hidalgo-reitere-son-opposition-a-un-confinement-de-la-capitale-le-week-end_4316071.html
https://www.francetvinfo.fr/sante/maladie/coronavirus/covid-19-la-maire-de-paris-anne-hidalgo-reitere-son-opposition-a-un-confinement-de-la-capitale-le-week-end_4316071.html
https://www.francetvinfo.fr/sante/maladie/coronavirus/covid-19-la-maire-de-paris-anne-hidalgo-reitere-son-opposition-a-un-confinement-de-la-capitale-le-week-end_4316071.html
https://www.francetvinfo.fr/sante/maladie/coronavirus/covid-19-la-maire-de-paris-anne-hidalgo-reitere-son-opposition-a-un-confinement-de-la-capitale-le-week-end_4316071.html
https://www.francetvinfo.fr/sante/maladie/coronavirus/covid-19-la-maire-de-paris-anne-hidalgo-reitere-son-opposition-a-un-confinement-de-la-capitale-le-week-end_4316071.html
https://sante.eelv.fr/covid-19-des-mesures-gouvernementales-confuses/
https://sante.eelv.fr/covid-19-des-mesures-gouvernementales-confuses/
https://sante.eelv.fr/covid-19-des-mesures-gouvernementales-confuses/
https://republicains.fr/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/2021-06-11-lR-convention-sante.pdf
https://republicains.fr/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/2021-06-11-lR-convention-sante.pdf
https://republicains.fr/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/2021-06-11-lR-convention-sante.pdf
https://republicains.fr/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/2021-06-11-lR-convention-sante.pdf
https://melenchon2022.fr/programme/chapitre1-6e-republique/
https://melenchon2022.fr/programme/chapitre1-6e-republique/
https://melenchon2022.fr/programme/chapitre1-6e-republique/
https://melenchon2022.fr/programme/chapitre1-6e-republique/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/07/06/reponse-du-groupe-parlementaire-lfi-a-jean-castex-sur-la-lutte-contre-lepidemie-de-covid-19/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/07/06/reponse-du-groupe-parlementaire-lfi-a-jean-castex-sur-la-lutte-contre-lepidemie-de-covid-19/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/07/06/reponse-du-groupe-parlementaire-lfi-a-jean-castex-sur-la-lutte-contre-lepidemie-de-covid-19/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/07/06/reponse-du-groupe-parlementaire-lfi-a-jean-castex-sur-la-lutte-contre-lepidemie-de-covid-19/
https://rassemblementnational.fr/communiques/5768-lits-dhospitalisation-supprimes-en-pleine-crise-sanitaire-le-gouvernement-coupable-et-incapable/
https://rassemblementnational.fr/communiques/5768-lits-dhospitalisation-supprimes-en-pleine-crise-sanitaire-le-gouvernement-coupable-et-incapable/
https://rassemblementnational.fr/communiques/5768-lits-dhospitalisation-supprimes-en-pleine-crise-sanitaire-le-gouvernement-coupable-et-incapable/
https://en-marche.fr/infocovid
https://en-marche.fr/infocovid
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Information 
Flyer. 
 
LREM 
Vaccination 
Flyer 

  Policy 
Orientation 

Increased 
Government 
Oversight, 

Populist - 
Right 
Orientation 
 
Reduced 
government 
oversight. 
 
Closure of 
borders. 

Conser- 
vative - 
Leaning 
 
 

Populist - 
Left 
Orientation 
 
Reduced 
Government 
Oversight 

Liberal - 
Leaning 
 
Reduced 
Government 
Oversight. 

Liberal - 
Leaning 
 

 

  Impact Reduced 
Economic 
Productivity, 
Restriction 
of Liberties, 
Universal 
Impact 

Impact of 
policies 
would be 
unclear. 

Positive 
impact for 
the French 
Healthcare 
system. 

Positive 
impact for 
the French 
Healthcare 
system. 
 
Positive 
Benefit to 
Civil 
Liberties 

Positive 
impact for the 
French 
Healthcare 
system. 
 

Increased 
Support for 
Local 
Government. 

 

 

https://en-marche.fr/infocovid
https://en-marche.fr/infocovid
https://en-marche.fr/articles/actualites/la-vaccination-cas-par-cas
https://en-marche.fr/articles/actualites/la-vaccination-cas-par-cas
https://en-marche.fr/articles/actualites/la-vaccination-cas-par-cas
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Specific 
Issue 

Policy  Macron - 
LREM 
(President) 

Le Pen - 
RN 

Bertrand 
- LR 

Melenchon - 
LFI  

Hidalgo - PS Jadot - EELV Zemmour- Ind 

COVID-19 Pass 
Sanita-
ire 

Candidate/Party 
Public Statement 

 Emm… Marine Le 
Pen on the 
Pass 
Sanitaire 

 LFI Program 
on the Health 
Pass. 
 
Mélenchon 
Tweet of the 
Pass Sanitaire 

Olivier Faure 
on the Pass 
Sanitaire 

  

  Previous 
Party/Candidate 
Action/Proposal 

       

  Candidate/Party 
Press Release 

   La France 
Insoumise 
Press Release 
on Health 
Pass. 

Press Release 
on Health 
Pass 

  

  Miscellaneous  Article on 
COVID-19 
Health 
Pass. 

     

  Policy 
Orientation 

Mandated 
Vaccination 

Freedom of 
Choice, No 
to Vaccine 
mandates. 

N/A Freedom of 
Choice, No to 
Vaccine 
mandates. 

Unclear Unclear  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wo3cykyi1ug
https://twitter.com/MLP_officiel/status/1417798382240899072?s=20
https://twitter.com/MLP_officiel/status/1417798382240899072?s=20
https://twitter.com/MLP_officiel/status/1417798382240899072?s=20
https://twitter.com/MLP_officiel/status/1417798382240899072?s=20
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/07/20/pass-sanitaire-la-culture-encore-bouc-emissaire/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/07/20/pass-sanitaire-la-culture-encore-bouc-emissaire/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/07/20/pass-sanitaire-la-culture-encore-bouc-emissaire/
https://twitter.com/JLMelenchon/status/1424004215773540352?s=20
https://twitter.com/JLMelenchon/status/1424004215773540352?s=20
https://twitter.com/JLMelenchon/status/1424004215773540352?s=20
https://twitter.com/faureolivier/status/1415960522428669954?s=20
https://twitter.com/faureolivier/status/1415960522428669954?s=20
https://twitter.com/faureolivier/status/1415960522428669954?s=20
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/07/26/pass-sanitaire-les-insoumis-saisissent-le-conseil-constitutionnel/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/07/26/pass-sanitaire-les-insoumis-saisissent-le-conseil-constitutionnel/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/07/26/pass-sanitaire-les-insoumis-saisissent-le-conseil-constitutionnel/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/07/26/pass-sanitaire-les-insoumis-saisissent-le-conseil-constitutionnel/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/07/26/pass-sanitaire-les-insoumis-saisissent-le-conseil-constitutionnel/
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/pass_sanitaire_et_vaccination_communiqu_de_presse_commun_des_d_put_s_et_des_s_nateurs_socialistes
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/pass_sanitaire_et_vaccination_communiqu_de_presse_commun_des_d_put_s_et_des_s_nateurs_socialistes
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/pass_sanitaire_et_vaccination_communiqu_de_presse_commun_des_d_put_s_et_des_s_nateurs_socialistes
https://www.france24.com/en/france/20210718-conspiracy-theories-fuel-french-opposition-to-covid-19-health-pass
https://www.france24.com/en/france/20210718-conspiracy-theories-fuel-french-opposition-to-covid-19-health-pass
https://www.france24.com/en/france/20210718-conspiracy-theories-fuel-french-opposition-to-covid-19-health-pass
https://www.france24.com/en/france/20210718-conspiracy-theories-fuel-french-opposition-to-covid-19-health-pass
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  Impact Restriction 
of Liberties, 
Universal 
Impact 

Doers not 
positively 
impact any 
particular 
group.  
 
Based 
primarily 
on an 
individual’s 
belief 
system. 

N/A Doers not 
positively 
impact any 
particular 
group.  
 
Based 
primarily on 
an individual’s 
belief system. 

N/A N/A  

 

 

Economic Recovery/Recession 

Summary: 

-​  Like many other countries, France’s economy has been hit hard by the COVID-19 Pandemic. In 2020, the French economy contracted by 

over eight percent as a result of two national lockdowns and large-scale community spread of COVID-19.  This marks France’s worst 13

recession since the Second World War. In response to the pandemic, the French Government has introduced a series of monetary 

assistance schemes such as payment deferrals, rate reductions (taxes), state compensation, and economic stimulus measures (loans, 

13 The World Bank, GDP Growth (Annual %) - France, p. 1 
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moratoriums, debt repayments) in addition to a support for the social and solidarity economy and a wide-ranging economic recovery 

plan.  Despite the continued spread of COVID-19 and the introduction of the highly contagious Delta Variant, the French economy is 14

predicted to grow an estimated 8% in 2021.  15

Specific Issue Policy  Macron - 
LREM 
(President) 

Le Pen - 
RN 

Bertrand - 
LR 

Melenchon 
- LFI  

Hidalgo - PS Jadot - EELV Zemmour- 
Ind 

Economic 
Recovery/Rece
ssion 

Subsidies/
Public 
Funding/
Economic 
Recovery 
 
Unem- 
ployment 
Reform 

Candidate/
Party 
Public 
Statement 

  Tweet from 
Hauts-de- 
France on 
job creation. 
 
Bertrand on 
Macron's 
Proposed 
Unemploy- 
ment Reform 

 PS Statement 
on 
Unemployment 
Insurance 
 
PS Statement 
on Macron's 
Economic 
Recovery Plan 
 
Hidalgo on 
Unemployment 
Reform 

Green Party 
Statement on 
Unemployme
nt Reform 

 

  Previous 
Party/Cand
idate 
Action/ 

Business 
Support 
Measures 
 

 LR 
Convention 
on the 
Economic 

Chapter 2: 
Mélenchon 
Presidential 
Program 

 Green Party 
Economic 
Recovery 
Plan 

 

15 Reuters, France expects economic growth of 8% for 2021 - Minister, p. 1 
 

14 Ministry of Finance, Coronavirus COVID-19: Support for Business, p. 1 

https://twitter.com/hautsdefrance/status/1445322411067445251?s=20
https://twitter.com/hautsdefrance/status/1445322411067445251?s=20
https://twitter.com/hautsdefrance/status/1445322411067445251?s=20
https://twitter.com/hautsdefrance/status/1445322411067445251?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1444940143752777729?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1444940143752777729?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1444940143752777729?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1444940143752777729?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1444940143752777729?s=20
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/assurance_ch_mage_le_gouvernement_doit_revoir_sa_copie
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/assurance_ch_mage_le_gouvernement_doit_revoir_sa_copie
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/assurance_ch_mage_le_gouvernement_doit_revoir_sa_copie
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/assurance_ch_mage_le_gouvernement_doit_revoir_sa_copie
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/plan_de_relance_une_occasion_manqu_e
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/plan_de_relance_une_occasion_manqu_e
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/plan_de_relance_une_occasion_manqu_e
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/plan_de_relance_une_occasion_manqu_e
https://twitter.com/Anne_Hidalgo/status/1447180024197656578?s=20
https://twitter.com/Anne_Hidalgo/status/1447180024197656578?s=20
https://twitter.com/Anne_Hidalgo/status/1447180024197656578?s=20
https://economie.eelv.fr/non-a-la-reforme-de-lassurance-chomage-eelv-appelle-a-la-mobilisation/
https://economie.eelv.fr/non-a-la-reforme-de-lassurance-chomage-eelv-appelle-a-la-mobilisation/
https://economie.eelv.fr/non-a-la-reforme-de-lassurance-chomage-eelv-appelle-a-la-mobilisation/
https://economie.eelv.fr/non-a-la-reforme-de-lassurance-chomage-eelv-appelle-a-la-mobilisation/
https://www.economie.gouv.fr/covid19-soutien-entreprises/les-mesures
https://www.economie.gouv.fr/covid19-soutien-entreprises/les-mesures
https://www.economie.gouv.fr/covid19-soutien-entreprises/les-mesures
https://republicains.fr/actualites/2021/06/01/convention-sur-la-souverainete-economique-de-la-france/
https://republicains.fr/actualites/2021/06/01/convention-sur-la-souverainete-economique-de-la-france/
https://republicains.fr/actualites/2021/06/01/convention-sur-la-souverainete-economique-de-la-france/
https://republicains.fr/actualites/2021/06/01/convention-sur-la-souverainete-economique-de-la-france/
https://melenchon2022.fr/programme/chapitre-2-urgence-sociale/
https://melenchon2022.fr/programme/chapitre-2-urgence-sociale/
https://melenchon2022.fr/programme/chapitre-2-urgence-sociale/
https://melenchon2022.fr/programme/chapitre-2-urgence-sociale/
https://www.eelv.fr/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/EELV-Relancer-l-economie-Juin-2020.OK_.pdf
https://www.eelv.fr/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/EELV-Relancer-l-economie-Juin-2020.OK_.pdf
https://www.eelv.fr/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/EELV-Relancer-l-economie-Juin-2020.OK_.pdf
https://www.eelv.fr/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/EELV-Relancer-l-economie-Juin-2020.OK_.pdf
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Proposal Government 
Aid for the 
Social and 
Solidarity 
Economy 
 
France Relance 
Recovery Plan 
 
LREM 
Unemployment 
Reform 

Sovereignty 
of France 

  Party/Cand
idate Press 
Release 

    PS Press 
Release on 
Unemployment 
Insurance 

  

  Miscella-n
eous 

Support for 
Young People 
 
News Article 
on France 2030 
Investment Plan 

   Olivier Faure 
on 
Unemployment 
Insurance 

  

  Policy 
Orientation 

Welfare 
(Liberal- 
leaning) 
Unemployment 
Reform 
(Conservative-

Welfare Coservative 
- Leaning 

Liberal - 
Leaning 

Liberal - 
Leaning 

Liberal - 
Green 
Orientation 
 
Green 
Investment 

 

https://www.economie.gouv.fr/mesures-soutien-structures-ess
https://www.economie.gouv.fr/mesures-soutien-structures-ess
https://www.economie.gouv.fr/mesures-soutien-structures-ess
https://www.economie.gouv.fr/mesures-soutien-structures-ess
https://www.economie.gouv.fr/mesures-soutien-structures-ess
https://www.gouvernement.fr/sites/default/files/locale/piece-jointe/2020/09/french-recovery-plan-press-kit.pdf
https://www.gouvernement.fr/sites/default/files/locale/piece-jointe/2020/09/french-recovery-plan-press-kit.pdf
https://en-marche.fr/articles/actualites/reforme-assurance-chomage
https://en-marche.fr/articles/actualites/reforme-assurance-chomage
https://en-marche.fr/articles/actualites/reforme-assurance-chomage
https://republicains.fr/actualites/2021/06/01/convention-sur-la-souverainete-economique-de-la-france/
https://republicains.fr/actualites/2021/06/01/convention-sur-la-souverainete-economique-de-la-france/
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/assurance_ch_mage_le_parti_socialiste_d_nonce_l_aveuglement_id_ologique_du_gouvernement
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/assurance_ch_mage_le_parti_socialiste_d_nonce_l_aveuglement_id_ologique_du_gouvernement
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/assurance_ch_mage_le_parti_socialiste_d_nonce_l_aveuglement_id_ologique_du_gouvernement
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/assurance_ch_mage_le_parti_socialiste_d_nonce_l_aveuglement_id_ologique_du_gouvernement
https://www.1jeune1solution.gouv.fr/
https://www.1jeune1solution.gouv.fr/
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=emmanuel+macron&docid=13931091601601&mid=27A2B3856473CC5AAC4127A2B3856473CC5AAC41&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=emmanuel+macron&docid=13931091601601&mid=27A2B3856473CC5AAC4127A2B3856473CC5AAC41&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=emmanuel+macron&docid=13931091601601&mid=27A2B3856473CC5AAC4127A2B3856473CC5AAC41&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/assurance_ch_mage_nouvelle_censure_du_conseil_d_tat_le_gouvernement_doit_cesser_l_ent_tement
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/assurance_ch_mage_nouvelle_censure_du_conseil_d_tat_le_gouvernement_doit_cesser_l_ent_tement
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/assurance_ch_mage_nouvelle_censure_du_conseil_d_tat_le_gouvernement_doit_cesser_l_ent_tement
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/assurance_ch_mage_nouvelle_censure_du_conseil_d_tat_le_gouvernement_doit_cesser_l_ent_tement
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Leaning) 
Increased  
Government 
Oversight 

  Impact Increased 
support for 
young people 
and climate 
initiatives. 

Some 
support for 
small 
business 
and the 
working 
class. 

Positive 
impact on 
traditional 
French 
industries 
(defense, 
health, 
energy 
transition, 
food, 
high-tech). 
 
Positive 
benefits for 
farmers and 
agriculture 
workers. 

Unclear. Positive impact 
on small 
businesses and 
the solidarity 
economy. 
 
Benefits 
Social-Ecology. 

Positive 
impact on the 
environment. 
 
Increased 
support for 
the ‘green’ 
economy. 
 
Increased 
support for 
the working 
class 
(Universal 
Basic 
Income). 

 

 

 

Security/Police Violence 

Summary: 
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-​   In April of 2020, the LREM controlled National Assembly (lower house of the French Parliament) passed a wide-ranging 

security bill, greatly expanding the authority of the Police.  Despite the government’s claims that the new law will better protect 

officers and allow them to effectively perform their jobs, opponents have claimed that the new law is too vague and can easily be 

abused. In particular, critics argue that Article 24 - a section of the bill which makes it illegal to share or publish images of active 

duty police officers -  will restrict the ability of the public to report acts of police violence.  Prime Minister Jean Castex has since 16

said that the article would be ‘amended.’  17

Specific Issue Policy  Macron - 
LREM 
(President) 

Le Pen - 
RN 

Bertrand - 
LR 

Melenchon - 
LFI  

Hidalgo - 
PS 

Jadot - EELV Zemmour- Ind 

Security/Police 
Violence 

Police 
Power 

Candidate/
Party 
Public 
Statement 

  Bertrand on 
Law and 
Order 
 
Bertrand 
proposal 
for 
individuals 
who attack 
Police 
Officers. 
 
Bertrand 

LFI Booklet 
on Security 
and Policing 
 
LFI 
Statement on 
the Global 
Security Bill 

PS 
Statement 
on Police 
Violence 
 
Communiq
ue from the 
Socialist 
Party on 
attacks 
against the 
Police 

Green Party 
Document on 
Security and 
Police Violence 

 

17 British Broadcasting Corporation, Michel Zecler Beating, p. 5 

16 Kim Willsher, Concern over French Bill that Cracks Down on Photos Identifying Police, p. 1 

https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1435331440942661637?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1435331440942661637?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1435331440942661637?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1435333483136786432?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1435333483136786432?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1435333483136786432?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1435333483136786432?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1435333483136786432?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1435333483136786432?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1435333483136786432?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1438086136346431495?s=20
https://avenirencommun.fr/le-livret-securite/
https://avenirencommun.fr/le-livret-securite/
https://avenirencommun.fr/le-livret-securite/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/05/20/le-conseil-constitutionnel-censure-plusieurs-articles-de-la-loi-securite-globale-et-donne-raison-a-notre-plaidoyer/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/05/20/le-conseil-constitutionnel-censure-plusieurs-articles-de-la-loi-securite-globale-et-donne-raison-a-notre-plaidoyer/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/05/20/le-conseil-constitutionnel-censure-plusieurs-articles-de-la-loi-securite-globale-et-donne-raison-a-notre-plaidoyer/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/05/20/le-conseil-constitutionnel-censure-plusieurs-articles-de-la-loi-securite-globale-et-donne-raison-a-notre-plaidoyer/
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/s_curit_des_tats_g_n_raux_de_la_s_curit_pour_sortir_de_l_impasse
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/s_curit_des_tats_g_n_raux_de_la_s_curit_pour_sortir_de_l_impasse
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/s_curit_des_tats_g_n_raux_de_la_s_curit_pour_sortir_de_l_impasse
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/s_curit_des_tats_g_n_raux_de_la_s_curit_pour_sortir_de_l_impasse
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/s_curit_des_tats_g_n_raux_de_la_s_curit_pour_sortir_de_l_impasse
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/s_curit_des_tats_g_n_raux_de_la_s_curit_pour_sortir_de_l_impasse
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/s_curit_des_tats_g_n_raux_de_la_s_curit_pour_sortir_de_l_impasse
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/s_curit_des_tats_g_n_raux_de_la_s_curit_pour_sortir_de_l_impasse
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/s_curit_des_tats_g_n_raux_de_la_s_curit_pour_sortir_de_l_impasse
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/s_curit_des_tats_g_n_raux_de_la_s_curit_pour_sortir_de_l_impasse
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/s_curit_des_tats_g_n_raux_de_la_s_curit_pour_sortir_de_l_impasse
https://www.eelv.fr/files/2021/04/Projet-2022-Su%CC%82rete%CC%81-Note-de-cadrage_v2.pdf
https://www.eelv.fr/files/2021/04/Projet-2022-Su%CC%82rete%CC%81-Note-de-cadrage_v2.pdf
https://www.eelv.fr/files/2021/04/Projet-2022-Su%CC%82rete%CC%81-Note-de-cadrage_v2.pdf
https://www.eelv.fr/files/2021/04/Projet-2022-Su%CC%82rete%CC%81-Note-de-cadrage_v2.pdf
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Speech on 
Security 

  Party/Cand
idate 
Action/Pro
posal 

Global 
Security Bill 

White 
Paper on 
Security 
 
Forty 
Proposition
s on the 
Police 
 
RN 
Publication 
on Security 
and the 
Suburbs 

LR 
Proposals 
on 
Security 

    

  Party/Cand
idate Press 
Release 

LREM Press 
Release on 
Security 

  Press Release 
on Security 
and Policing 
 
LFI Press 
Release on 
Gang 
Violence 
 
Additional 
LFI Press 
Release on 
Global 

PS Press 
Release on 
Police 
Training 
 
Additional 
Press 
Release on 
Police and 
Security 

  

https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1438086136346431495?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1438086136346431495?s=20
https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/15/textes/l15b3452_proposition-loi.pdf
https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/15/textes/l15b3452_proposition-loi.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/telecharger/publications/Livre%20Blanc%20-%20Secu_FUSION_OKBAT_STC.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/telecharger/publications/Livre%20Blanc%20-%20Secu_FUSION_OKBAT_STC.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/telecharger/publications/Livre%20Blanc%20-%20Secu_FUSION_OKBAT_STC.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/telecharger/publications/Plan-confiance-republicaine.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/telecharger/publications/Plan-confiance-republicaine.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/telecharger/publications/Plan-confiance-republicaine.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/telecharger/publications/Plan-confiance-republicaine.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/telecharger/publications/A4_LIVRET_PLAN_BANLIEUE_HD.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/telecharger/publications/A4_LIVRET_PLAN_BANLIEUE_HD.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/telecharger/publications/A4_LIVRET_PLAN_BANLIEUE_HD.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/telecharger/publications/A4_LIVRET_PLAN_BANLIEUE_HD.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/telecharger/publications/A4_LIVRET_PLAN_BANLIEUE_HD.pdf
https://republicains.fr/nos-propositions/securite/
https://republicains.fr/nos-propositions/securite/
https://republicains.fr/nos-propositions/securite/
https://republicains.fr/nos-propositions/securite/
https://en-marche.fr/articles/actualites/notre-combat-securite
https://en-marche.fr/articles/actualites/notre-combat-securite
https://en-marche.fr/articles/actualites/notre-combat-securite
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/05/11/non-france-police-nos-quartiers-populaires-ne-seront-pas-des-ghettos/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/05/11/non-france-police-nos-quartiers-populaires-ne-seront-pas-des-ghettos/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/05/11/non-france-police-nos-quartiers-populaires-ne-seront-pas-des-ghettos/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/03/15/le-tout-repressif-ne-fonctionne-pas/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/03/15/le-tout-repressif-ne-fonctionne-pas/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/03/15/le-tout-repressif-ne-fonctionne-pas/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/03/15/le-tout-repressif-ne-fonctionne-pas/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2020/11/18/face-a-la-loi-securite-globale-opposition-globale/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2020/11/18/face-a-la-loi-securite-globale-opposition-globale/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2020/11/18/face-a-la-loi-securite-globale-opposition-globale/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2020/11/18/face-a-la-loi-securite-globale-opposition-globale/
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/renforcer_la_formation_des_policiers
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/renforcer_la_formation_des_policiers
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/renforcer_la_formation_des_policiers
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/renforcer_la_formation_des_policiers
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/le_parti_socialiste_exprime_sa_solidarit_avec_les_forces_de_police_et_de_gendarmerie
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/le_parti_socialiste_exprime_sa_solidarit_avec_les_forces_de_police_et_de_gendarmerie
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/le_parti_socialiste_exprime_sa_solidarit_avec_les_forces_de_police_et_de_gendarmerie
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/le_parti_socialiste_exprime_sa_solidarit_avec_les_forces_de_police_et_de_gendarmerie
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/le_parti_socialiste_exprime_sa_solidarit_avec_les_forces_de_police_et_de_gendarmerie
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Security Bill 
 
LFI Press 
Release on 
Police 
Violence 

  Miscella-ne
ous 

AP Report on 
Macron 
Speech at the 
Roubaix 

      

  Policy 
Orientation 

Conservative 
- Leaning 
 
Expanded 
government 
powers. 
 
‘Law and 
Order’ 

Right - 
Wing 
 
Expanded 
government 
powers. 
 
‘Law and 
Order’ 

Conser- 
vative - 
Leaning 

Liberal - 
Leaning 

Center - 
Left 
Orientation 
 

Liberal - 
Leaning 

 

  Impact Increased 
funding for 
Police and 
Security 
Forces. 
 
Greater 
surveillance 
powers for 

Increased 
funding for 
Police and 
Security 
Forces. 
 
Negative 
impact on 
civil 

Increased 
funding for 
Police and 
Security 
Forces. 

Decreased 
funding for 
the Police and 
Interior 
Ministry. 
 
Positive 
benefit for 
Black and 

Modest 
benefits to 
the Police 
and 
Security 
forces. 
 
Mildly 
positive 

End restrictions 
to civil liberties 
and other 
freedoms. 
 
End the 
stigmatization 
of marginalized 
groups. 

 

https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2020/11/18/face-a-la-loi-securite-globale-opposition-globale/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/05/27/violence-contre-une-deputee-le-gouvernement-doit-reagir/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/05/27/violence-contre-une-deputee-le-gouvernement-doit-reagir/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/05/27/violence-contre-une-deputee-le-gouvernement-doit-reagir/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/05/27/violence-contre-une-deputee-le-gouvernement-doit-reagir/
https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/macron-transparency-police-wrongdoings-80009238
https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/macron-transparency-police-wrongdoings-80009238
https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/macron-transparency-police-wrongdoings-80009238
https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/macron-transparency-police-wrongdoings-80009238
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the police. 
 
Negative 
impact on 
Black and 
Arab citizens. 

liberties and 
Black and 
Arab 
citizens. 

Arab citizens. impact on 
Black and 
Arab 
citizens. 

 

Islam/Laïcité 

Summary: 

-​ Throughout his term, President Macron has worked to uphold Laïcité (French Secularism) and prevent the spread of radical Islam within 

the country. In February of 2021, the French Parliament passed a bill designed to curtail the influence of Islamic ‘separatism’ in the 

country, promising stronger oversight of “mosques, schools, and sports clubs to safeguard France from radical Islamists and promote 

respect for French values.”  This new legislation comes in the face of two violent attacks by Islamic extremists that claimed the life of 18

Samuel Paty, a schoolteacher in northwest Paris who was beheaded for showing images of the Prophet Muhammed to his class, and a 

series of stabbing that killed three people in Nice.   Despite large support for the bill in the French  19

19 Aurelien Breeden, Two More Men Are Arrested Over Knife Attack in Nice, p. 1 
18 Elaine Ganley, France Passes anti-Radicalism Bill that Worries Muslims, p. 1 
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Parliament, opponents claim that the law unfairly targets members of the country’s estimated five million Muslims.  20

 

Specific Issue Policy  Macron - 
LREM 
(President) 

Le Pen - RN Bertrand - 
LR 

Melenchon - 
LFI  

Hidalgo - PS Jadot - EELV Zemmour- 
Ind 

  Candidate/
Party 
Public 
Statement 

Macron 
Speech on 
Islamic 
Separatism 

 Eric Ciotti 
Interview 
(June 2021) 
 
Xavier 
Bertrand on 
Salafism 
 
Bertrand 
tweet on 
Islamic 
Terrorism. 

LFI Booklet 
on Laïcité 

PS 
Communique 
on anti-Islam, 
anti-Semitic 
attacks 

Green Party 
Document on 
Secularism 

Statement 
retweeted by 
Eric 
Zemmour 
 
Eric 
Zemmour on 
Muslims 
 
Additional 
statement 
retweeted by 
Eric 
Zemmour 
regarding 
Islam 
 
Zemmour on 
Islam and 
Islamism 

  Previous Separatist RN LR  PS Proposals   

20 Elaine Ganley, France Passes anti-Radicalism Bill that Worries Muslims, p. 1 

https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/coming-to-france/france-facts/secularism-and-religious-freedom-in-france-63815/article/fight-against-separatism-the-republic-in-action-speech-by-emmanuel-macron
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/coming-to-france/france-facts/secularism-and-religious-freedom-in-france-63815/article/fight-against-separatism-the-republic-in-action-speech-by-emmanuel-macron
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/coming-to-france/france-facts/secularism-and-religious-freedom-in-france-63815/article/fight-against-separatism-the-republic-in-action-speech-by-emmanuel-macron
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/coming-to-france/france-facts/secularism-and-religious-freedom-in-france-63815/article/fight-against-separatism-the-republic-in-action-speech-by-emmanuel-macron
https://republicains.fr/actualites/2021/06/30/eric-ciotti-le-communautarisme-islamiste-avance-ses-pions-il-gagne-des-territoires/
https://republicains.fr/actualites/2021/06/30/eric-ciotti-le-communautarisme-islamiste-avance-ses-pions-il-gagne-des-territoires/
https://republicains.fr/actualites/2021/06/30/eric-ciotti-le-communautarisme-islamiste-avance-ses-pions-il-gagne-des-territoires/
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1435345209563533322?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1435345209563533322?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1435345209563533322?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1435487175085330436?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1435487175085330436?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1435487175085330436?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1435487175085330436?s=20
https://avenirencommun.fr/livrets-thematiques/le-livret-laicite/
https://avenirencommun.fr/livrets-thematiques/le-livret-laicite/
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/communiqu_du_bureau_national_suite_aux_actes_racistes_antimusulmans_et_antis_mites
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/communiqu_du_bureau_national_suite_aux_actes_racistes_antimusulmans_et_antis_mites
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/communiqu_du_bureau_national_suite_aux_actes_racistes_antimusulmans_et_antis_mites
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/communiqu_du_bureau_national_suite_aux_actes_racistes_antimusulmans_et_antis_mites
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/communiqu_du_bureau_national_suite_aux_actes_racistes_antimusulmans_et_antis_mites
https://www.eelv.fr/files/2021/04/Projet-2022-Lai%CC%88cite%CC%81-Note-de-cadrage_v2_EN-ATTENTE.pdf
https://www.eelv.fr/files/2021/04/Projet-2022-Lai%CC%88cite%CC%81-Note-de-cadrage_v2_EN-ATTENTE.pdf
https://www.eelv.fr/files/2021/04/Projet-2022-Lai%CC%88cite%CC%81-Note-de-cadrage_v2_EN-ATTENTE.pdf
https://twitter.com/MontbrialAvocat/status/1447915764967743492?s=20
https://twitter.com/MontbrialAvocat/status/1447915764967743492?s=20
https://twitter.com/MontbrialAvocat/status/1447915764967743492?s=20
https://twitter.com/MontbrialAvocat/status/1447915764967743492?s=20
https://twitter.com/ZemmourEric/status/1446850881295724552?s=20
https://twitter.com/ZemmourEric/status/1446850881295724552?s=20
https://twitter.com/ZemmourEric/status/1446850881295724552?s=20
https://twitter.com/DecodageZemmour/status/1445669818271604753?s=20
https://twitter.com/DecodageZemmour/status/1445669818271604753?s=20
https://twitter.com/DecodageZemmour/status/1445669818271604753?s=20
https://twitter.com/DecodageZemmour/status/1445669818271604753?s=20
https://twitter.com/DecodageZemmour/status/1445669818271604753?s=20
https://twitter.com/DecodageZemmour/status/1445669818271604753?s=20
https://twitter.com/DecodageZemmour/status/1445669818271604753?s=20
https://twitter.com/ZemmourEric/status/1445125109589684234?s=20
https://twitter.com/ZemmourEric/status/1445125109589684234?s=20
https://twitter.com/ZemmourEric/status/1445125109589684234?s=20
https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/15/textes/l15t0656_texte-adopte-seance.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/A4_Livret_ISLAMISME.pdf
https://republicains.fr/nos-propositions/lutte-contre-islamisme/
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/laruchesocialiste/pages/2949/attachments/original/1607527144/propositions_se%CC%81paratismes.pdf?1607527144
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Party/Candi
date 
Action/Pro
posal 

Bill 
 
LREM 
Publication 
on 
Separatism 
LREM 
Proposals on 
Separatism 

Proposals on 
Islam 

Proposals on 
Islam 

on Islamic 
Separatism 

  Party/ 
Candidate 
Press 
Release 

   LFI Press 
Release on the 
Stigmatization 
of Muslims 
 
LFI Press 
Release on 
Islamic 
Separatism 

   

  Miscella- 
neous 

 Report on 
Marine Le 
Pen ISIS 
Tweets 

    Zemmour 
Accused of 
Racism for 
Remarks 
about Drug 
Dealers 

  Policy 
Orientation 

Conservative 
- Leaning 
 
Increased 

Conservative 
- Leaning 
 
Increased 

Conservative 
- Leaning 
 
Increased 

Liberal - 
Leaning 
 
Reduces the 

Liberal - 
Leaning 
 
Reduces the 

Liberal - 
Leaning 
 
Reduces the 

Far/Populist 
Right 
Orientation 

https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/15/textes/l15t0656_texte-adopte-seance.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/en-marche-fr/COMMUNICATION/LaREM_Publication_Separatismes.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/en-marche-fr/COMMUNICATION/LaREM_Publication_Separatismes.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/en-marche-fr/COMMUNICATION/LaREM_Publication_Separatismes.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/en-marche-fr/COMMUNICATION/LaREM_Publication_Separatismes.pdf
https://en-marche.fr/articles/communiques/lutte-contre-les-separatismes
https://en-marche.fr/articles/communiques/lutte-contre-les-separatismes
https://en-marche.fr/articles/communiques/lutte-contre-les-separatismes
https://rassemblementnational.fr/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/A4_Livret_ISLAMISME.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/A4_Livret_ISLAMISME.pdf
https://republicains.fr/nos-propositions/lutte-contre-islamisme/
https://republicains.fr/nos-propositions/lutte-contre-islamisme/
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/laruchesocialiste/pages/2949/attachments/original/1607527144/propositions_se%CC%81paratismes.pdf?1607527144
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/laruchesocialiste/pages/2949/attachments/original/1607527144/propositions_se%CC%81paratismes.pdf?1607527144
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/02/26/islamo-gauchisme-une-attaque-raciste-contre-les-libertes-academiques/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/02/26/islamo-gauchisme-une-attaque-raciste-contre-les-libertes-academiques/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/02/26/islamo-gauchisme-une-attaque-raciste-contre-les-libertes-academiques/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/02/26/islamo-gauchisme-une-attaque-raciste-contre-les-libertes-academiques/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/04/20/etats-generaux-de-la-laicite-ou-etats-generaux-de-la-division-et-de-linstrumentalisation/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/04/20/etats-generaux-de-la-laicite-ou-etats-generaux-de-la-division-et-de-linstrumentalisation/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/04/20/etats-generaux-de-la-laicite-ou-etats-generaux-de-la-division-et-de-linstrumentalisation/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/04/20/etats-generaux-de-la-laicite-ou-etats-generaux-de-la-division-et-de-linstrumentalisation/
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Marine+Le+Pen+tweets+on+Islam&docid=607991047989581200&mid=3F39627766F94EF653543F39627766F94EF65354&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Marine+Le+Pen+tweets+on+Islam&docid=607991047989581200&mid=3F39627766F94EF653543F39627766F94EF65354&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Marine+Le+Pen+tweets+on+Islam&docid=607991047989581200&mid=3F39627766F94EF653543F39627766F94EF65354&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Marine+Le+Pen+tweets+on+Islam&docid=607991047989581200&mid=3F39627766F94EF653543F39627766F94EF65354&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/feb/18/french-journalist-racism-drug-dealer
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/feb/18/french-journalist-racism-drug-dealer
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/feb/18/french-journalist-racism-drug-dealer
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/feb/18/french-journalist-racism-drug-dealer
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/feb/18/french-journalist-racism-drug-dealer
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/feb/18/french-journalist-racism-drug-dealer
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surveillance 
powers. 

Surveillance 
Powers. 
 
Ban on 
traditional 
religious 
attire. 

authority to 
disrupt 
terrorist 
cells. 
 
Ban on 
traditional 
religious 
attire. 

stigmatization 
of French 
Muslims. 

stigmatization 
of French 
Muslims. 
 
Combat 
radical- 
ization in 
French 
prisons. 

stigmatization 
of French 
Muslims. 
 
Positive 
impact for 
French 
Muslims. 

  Impact Threatens to 
stigmatize 
French 
Muslims. 

Threatens to 
stigmatize 
French 
Muslims. 

Threatens to 
stigmatize 
French 
Muslims. 

Helps prevent 
the 
stigmatization 
of French 
Muslims. 

Helps prevent 
the 
stigmatization 
of French 
Muslims. 

 Severe 
repercussions 
for the 
French 
Muslim 
community. 

 

 

Immigration 

Summary: 

-​  Although France has not experienced the large-scale migrant crisis faced by Germany, Hungary, Austria, and Greece, the number of 

asylum applications within the country has grown exponentially in the last five years.  Reeling from a series of devastating terrorist 21

21 World Data, Asylum Applications and Refugees in France, p. 1 
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attacks and fearing an influx of refugees from the Middle East, far-right figures such as Marine Le Pen and Eric Zemmour - who have 

called for strict limits on immigration - have skyrocketed in popularity. This approach has also been mirrored by the Macron government 

who recently passed legislation making it more difficult for migrants to legally enter the country.  22

Specific Issue Policy  Macron - 
LREM 
(President) 

Le Pen - 
RN 

Bertrand - 
LR 

Melenchon 
- LFI  

Hidalgo - PS Jadot - EELV Zemmour- Ind 

Immigration Restrict/ 
Allow 
Immi- 
grants and 
Asylum 
Seekers 

Public 
Statement 

 RN 
Publication 
on 
Immigratio
n 
 
Marine Le 
Pen 
Interview 
on France 2 
(French) 
 
Marine Le 
Pen 
Interview 
regarding 
Immigration 
Referendum 

Bertrand on 
Immigration, 
Race, and 
Religion 
 
Bertrand on 
Immigration 
Policy 

LFI Booklet 
on 
Migration 

 Green Party 
Document on 
Migration 

Eric Zemmour on 
Immigration 
 
Additional Tweet 
by Zemmour 
regarding 
Immigration 
 
Zemmour on 
Immigration and 
Nationality 

22 France 24, Macron’s Government Passses Controversial Asylum and Immigration Law, p. 1 

https://rassemblementnational.fr/telecharger/publications/A4_LIVRET_ASILE_IMMIGRATION_DEF_HD_STC.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/telecharger/publications/A4_LIVRET_ASILE_IMMIGRATION_DEF_HD_STC.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/telecharger/publications/A4_LIVRET_ASILE_IMMIGRATION_DEF_HD_STC.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/telecharger/publications/A4_LIVRET_ASILE_IMMIGRATION_DEF_HD_STC.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/telecharger/publications/A4_LIVRET_ASILE_IMMIGRATION_DEF_HD_STC.pdf
https://www.francetvinfo.fr/elections/presidentielle/presidentielle-2022-je-vais-gagner-cette-election-affirme-marine-le-pen-sur-le-plateau-de-france-2_4786567.html
https://www.francetvinfo.fr/elections/presidentielle/presidentielle-2022-je-vais-gagner-cette-election-affirme-marine-le-pen-sur-le-plateau-de-france-2_4786567.html
https://www.francetvinfo.fr/elections/presidentielle/presidentielle-2022-je-vais-gagner-cette-election-affirme-marine-le-pen-sur-le-plateau-de-france-2_4786567.html
https://www.francetvinfo.fr/elections/presidentielle/presidentielle-2022-je-vais-gagner-cette-election-affirme-marine-le-pen-sur-le-plateau-de-france-2_4786567.html
https://www.francetvinfo.fr/elections/presidentielle/presidentielle-2022-je-vais-gagner-cette-election-affirme-marine-le-pen-sur-le-plateau-de-france-2_4786567.html
https://twitter.com/MLP_officiel/status/1447147814891442183?s=20
https://twitter.com/MLP_officiel/status/1447147814891442183?s=20
https://twitter.com/MLP_officiel/status/1447147814891442183?s=20
https://twitter.com/MLP_officiel/status/1447147814891442183?s=20
https://twitter.com/MLP_officiel/status/1447147814891442183?s=20
https://twitter.com/MLP_officiel/status/1447147814891442183?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1447634915189735425?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1447634915189735425?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1447634915189735425?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1447634915189735425?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1439566995192696843?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1439566995192696843?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1439566995192696843?s=20
https://avenirencommun.fr/livrets-thematiques/le-livret-migrations/
https://avenirencommun.fr/livrets-thematiques/le-livret-migrations/
https://avenirencommun.fr/livrets-thematiques/le-livret-migrations/
https://www.eelv.fr/files/2021/03/Projet-2022-Migration-Note-de-cadrage_vdef.pdf
https://www.eelv.fr/files/2021/03/Projet-2022-Migration-Note-de-cadrage_vdef.pdf
https://www.eelv.fr/files/2021/03/Projet-2022-Migration-Note-de-cadrage_vdef.pdf
https://twitter.com/ZemmourEric/status/1446360290233364492?s=20
https://twitter.com/ZemmourEric/status/1446360290233364492?s=20
https://twitter.com/ZemmourEric/status/1446079669254692867?s=20
https://twitter.com/ZemmourEric/status/1446079669254692867?s=20
https://twitter.com/ZemmourEric/status/1446079669254692867?s=20
https://twitter.com/ZemmourEric/status/1446079669254692867?s=20
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=CNEWS+Eric+Zemmour+immigration&docid=608006608646598596&mid=E5781E05D4CDD027BBDFE5781E05D4CDD027BBDF&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=CNEWS+Eric+Zemmour+immigration&docid=608006608646598596&mid=E5781E05D4CDD027BBDFE5781E05D4CDD027BBDF&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=CNEWS+Eric+Zemmour+immigration&docid=608006608646598596&mid=E5781E05D4CDD027BBDFE5781E05D4CDD027BBDF&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
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  Previous 
Party/Cand
idate 
Action/ 
Proposals 

Macron Im- 
migration 
Bill 

 LR 
Immigration 
Proposals 

 PS Proposals 
on 
Immigration 

  

  Candidate/
Party Press 
Release 

 RN Press 
Release on 
Immigratio
n (July 
2021) 
 
RN Press 
Release on 
Immigratio
n in the 
Balkans 

LR Press 
Release on 
Immigration 
(Larcher) 
 
LR Press 
Release on 
Immigration 
(Ratailleau) 

LFI Press 
Release on 
Migrants 
 
LFI Press 
Release on 
Afghan 
Refugees 
 
LFI Press 
Release on 
Macron’s 
decision to 
limit visas 
from the 
Maghreb 

   

  Miscellane
ous 

 Black Book 
on the 
Regions 

    The Great 
Replacement 
Theory 

  Policy 
Orientation 

Conser- 
vative - 
Leaning 
 

Right - 
Wing 
 
Nativism 

Conservative 
- Leaning 

Liberal - 
Leaning 

Liberal - 
Leaning 

Liberal - 
Leaning 

Far/Populist - 
Right Orientation 

https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/15/textes/l15t0168_texte-adopte-seance
https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/15/textes/l15t0168_texte-adopte-seance
https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/15/textes/l15t0168_texte-adopte-seance
https://republicains.fr/nos-propositions/immigration/
https://republicains.fr/nos-propositions/immigration/
https://republicains.fr/nos-propositions/immigration/
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/pour_un_accueil_reussi_des_migrants
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/pour_un_accueil_reussi_des_migrants
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/pour_un_accueil_reussi_des_migrants
https://rassemblementnational.fr/communiques/immigration-clandestine-darmanin-attend-la-presidence-de-lue-pourquoi-faire/
https://rassemblementnational.fr/communiques/immigration-clandestine-darmanin-attend-la-presidence-de-lue-pourquoi-faire/
https://rassemblementnational.fr/communiques/immigration-clandestine-darmanin-attend-la-presidence-de-lue-pourquoi-faire/
https://rassemblementnational.fr/communiques/immigration-clandestine-darmanin-attend-la-presidence-de-lue-pourquoi-faire/
https://rassemblementnational.fr/communiques/immigration-clandestine-darmanin-attend-la-presidence-de-lue-pourquoi-faire/
https://rassemblementnational.fr/communiques/balkans-une-crise-migratoire-aux-portes-de-lunion/
https://rassemblementnational.fr/communiques/balkans-une-crise-migratoire-aux-portes-de-lunion/
https://rassemblementnational.fr/communiques/balkans-une-crise-migratoire-aux-portes-de-lunion/
https://rassemblementnational.fr/communiques/balkans-une-crise-migratoire-aux-portes-de-lunion/
https://rassemblementnational.fr/communiques/balkans-une-crise-migratoire-aux-portes-de-lunion/
https://republicains.fr/actualites/2021/09/29/gerard-larcher-la-france-est-en-echec-sur-le-dossier-de-limmigration/
https://republicains.fr/actualites/2021/09/29/gerard-larcher-la-france-est-en-echec-sur-le-dossier-de-limmigration/
https://republicains.fr/actualites/2021/09/29/gerard-larcher-la-france-est-en-echec-sur-le-dossier-de-limmigration/
https://republicains.fr/actualites/2021/09/29/gerard-larcher-la-france-est-en-echec-sur-le-dossier-de-limmigration/
https://republicains.fr/actualites/2021/03/26/bruno-retailleau-emmanuel-macron-cest-2-millions-dimmigres-en-plus/
https://republicains.fr/actualites/2021/03/26/bruno-retailleau-emmanuel-macron-cest-2-millions-dimmigres-en-plus/
https://republicains.fr/actualites/2021/03/26/bruno-retailleau-emmanuel-macron-cest-2-millions-dimmigres-en-plus/
https://republicains.fr/actualites/2021/03/26/bruno-retailleau-emmanuel-macron-cest-2-millions-dimmigres-en-plus/
https://avenirencommun.fr/2019/12/13/la-france-insoumise-appelle-a-manifester-pour-les-droits-des-migrants/
https://avenirencommun.fr/2019/12/13/la-france-insoumise-appelle-a-manifester-pour-les-droits-des-migrants/
https://avenirencommun.fr/2019/12/13/la-france-insoumise-appelle-a-manifester-pour-les-droits-des-migrants/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/09/09/la-france-doit-peser-pour-le-respect-des-droits-des-femmes-afghanes-et-sengager-pour-leur-accueil/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/09/09/la-france-doit-peser-pour-le-respect-des-droits-des-femmes-afghanes-et-sengager-pour-leur-accueil/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/09/09/la-france-doit-peser-pour-le-respect-des-droits-des-femmes-afghanes-et-sengager-pour-leur-accueil/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/09/09/la-france-doit-peser-pour-le-respect-des-droits-des-femmes-afghanes-et-sengager-pour-leur-accueil/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/09/29/diminution-de-50-des-visas-accordes-pour-les-ressortissants-du-maghreb-zemmour-deja-au-gouvernement/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/09/29/diminution-de-50-des-visas-accordes-pour-les-ressortissants-du-maghreb-zemmour-deja-au-gouvernement/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/09/29/diminution-de-50-des-visas-accordes-pour-les-ressortissants-du-maghreb-zemmour-deja-au-gouvernement/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/09/29/diminution-de-50-des-visas-accordes-pour-les-ressortissants-du-maghreb-zemmour-deja-au-gouvernement/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/09/29/diminution-de-50-des-visas-accordes-pour-les-ressortissants-du-maghreb-zemmour-deja-au-gouvernement/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/09/29/diminution-de-50-des-visas-accordes-pour-les-ressortissants-du-maghreb-zemmour-deja-au-gouvernement/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/09/29/diminution-de-50-des-visas-accordes-pour-les-ressortissants-du-maghreb-zemmour-deja-au-gouvernement/
https://rassemblementnational.fr/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Livre_noir-regions_web.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Livre_noir-regions_web.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Livre_noir-regions_web.pdf
https://www.counterextremism.com/content/great-replacement-theory
https://www.counterextremism.com/content/great-replacement-theory
https://www.counterextremism.com/content/great-replacement-theory
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‘National 
Security’ 

  Impact Negative 
effect on 
migrants 
and asylum 
seekers. 

Negative 
effect on 
migrants 
and asylum 
seekers. 

Negative 
effect on 
migrants and 
asylum 
seekers. 

Positive 
effect on 
migrants 
and asylum 
seekers. 

Positive effect 
on migrants 
and asylum 
seekers. 

Positive effect 
on migrants 
and asylum 
seekers. 

Severe 
repercussions for 
migrants and 
asylum seekers. 

 

 

Pension Reform 

Summary: 

-​ President Macron’s attempt to overhaul France’s dated pension system has become a key issue in the 2022 Presidential Election. 

Although Macron’s proposed reforms were intended to streamline the current system, they have been met with substantial backlash from 

several groups.  From December 2019 to February 2020, hundreds of thousands of French citizens participated in nationwide protests 23

calling for President Macron to scrap his plans to universalize the current pension system.  Despite resulting in some of the largest and 24

most sustained strikes in Modern French history, the government has stated that it intends to address the issue of pension reform once the 

24 The New York Times, Strikes Against Macron’s Pension Plans Shut Down Much of France, p. 1 
23 Lisa Bryant, France’s Government Introduces Pension Bill Amidst Protests, p. 1 
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COVID-19 pandemic has concluded.  25

Specific Issue Policy  Macron - 
LREM 
(President) 

Le Pen - 
RN 

Bertrand - LR Melenchon - 
LFI  

Hidalgo - PS Jadot - EELV Zemmour- Ind 

Pension 
Reform 

 Candidate/
Party 
Public 
Statement 

 Marine Le 
Pen on 
Pension 
Reform 

Bertrand on 
Pension 
Reform 
 
Additional 
Bertrand tweet 
on Pension 
Reform 

 Retire…
Adrienne 
Quatennens 
on Pension 
Reform 

Olivier Faure 
Statement on 
Pension 
Reform 

  

  Previous 
Candidate/
Party 
Action/Pro
posal 

  LR Pension 
Reform 
Proposals 

    

  Candidate/
Party Press 
Release 

    PS Press 
Release on 
Pension 
Reform 

  

25 Reuters Staff, France Finance Minister Says Pension Reform Should Not Be Put Off, p. 1 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3BDqu7guTNY
https://twitter.com/MLP_officiel/status/1414903614024437764?s=20
https://twitter.com/MLP_officiel/status/1414903614024437764?s=20
https://twitter.com/MLP_officiel/status/1414903614024437764?s=20
https://twitter.com/MLP_officiel/status/1414903614024437764?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1444939305353424897?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1444939305353424897?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1444939305353424897?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1439563789129687041?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1439563789129687041?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1439563789129687041?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1439563789129687041?s=20
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/pr_sentation_r_forme_des_retraites
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/pr_sentation_r_forme_des_retraites
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/pr_sentation_r_forme_des_retraites
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/pr_sentation_r_forme_des_retraites
https://republicains.fr/nos-propositions/retraites/
https://republicains.fr/nos-propositions/retraites/
https://republicains.fr/nos-propositions/retraites/
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/retraites_disons_non
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/retraites_disons_non
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/retraites_disons_non
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/retraites_disons_non
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  Miscella-ne
ous 

News 
Article on 
Macron 
Pension 
Reform Bill 

      

  Policy 
Orientation 

Welfare Oppose 
Macron’s 
reforms. 
 
Protect the 
working 
class. 

Oppose 
Macron’s 
Reforms. 

Oppose 
Macron’s 
Reforms. 
 
Liberal - 
Leaning 

Oppose 
Macron’s 
Reforms. 
 
 

N/A  

  Impact Raised 
retirement 
age. 
 
Negative 
effect on 
teachers, 
doctors, and 
public 
sector 
employees 
(railroad 
workers) 

Protects 
workers 
from the 
negative 
effects of 
Macron’s 
reform. 

Raised 
retirement 
age. 
 
Impact is 
unclear. 

Unclear 
 
Increased 
support and 
recognition 
of trade 
unions 
protesting 
against 
President 
Macron. 

Unclear Unclear  

 

 

https://www.france24.com/en/20200217-french-mps-begin-debating-hotly-contested-pension-reform-bill
https://www.france24.com/en/20200217-french-mps-begin-debating-hotly-contested-pension-reform-bill
https://www.france24.com/en/20200217-french-mps-begin-debating-hotly-contested-pension-reform-bill
https://www.france24.com/en/20200217-french-mps-begin-debating-hotly-contested-pension-reform-bill
https://www.france24.com/en/20200217-french-mps-begin-debating-hotly-contested-pension-reform-bill
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Gender Equality 

Summary: 

-​ Although France ranks highly within the EU on Women’s Rights (abortion has been legal on the national level since 1975), the country 

still struggles with reports of Femicide – the intentional killing of women and girls – domestic violence, and sexual harassment in the 

workplace.  According to Human Rights Watch, incidents of domestic violence rose approximately 30% during the first week of the 26

national lockdown in March 2020. Moreover, French police had reported at least ninety instances of femicide/sexual violence by 

December of 2020.  France was also heavily impacted by the #MeToo – the French called their movement #BalanceTonPorc (Rat out 27

your Pig). Despite a lack of “significant convictions or resignations”, the movement has greatly increased “the visibility of victims.  28

Specific Issue Policy  Macron - 
LREM 
(President) 

Le Pen - RN Bertrand - 
LR 

Melenchon - 
LFI  

Hidalgo - PS Jadot - EELV Zemmour- Ind 

Gender 
Equality 

Women’s 
Rights/ 
Abortion 

Candidate/
Party 
Candidate/
Party 
Public 
Statement 

Macron 
Statement 
on Abortion 
(Twitter) 
 
 

  LFI Booklet 
on Gender 
Equality 

Olivier Faure 
Speech 
(August 28, 
2021) 
See Page 3 
 
Anne Hidalgo 

Green Party 
Document on 
Culture and 
Feminism 

 

28 The Borgen Project, Women’s Rights in France, p. 2 

27 Human Rights Watch, World Report 2021: France, p. 5 

26 Marie Diehl, Abortion in France, p. 1 

https://twitter.com/EmmanuelMacron/status/1442808933165436931?s=20
https://twitter.com/EmmanuelMacron/status/1442808933165436931?s=20
https://twitter.com/EmmanuelMacron/status/1442808933165436931?s=20
https://twitter.com/EmmanuelMacron/status/1442808933165436931?s=20
https://avenirencommun.fr/livrets-thematiques/livret-de-legalite/
https://avenirencommun.fr/livrets-thematiques/livret-de-legalite/
https://avenirencommun.fr/livrets-thematiques/livret-de-legalite/
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/discours_d_olivier_faure_premier_secre_taire_du_parti_socialiste_en_clo_ture_de_campus_21_a_blois_le_samedi_28_aou_t_2021
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/discours_d_olivier_faure_premier_secre_taire_du_parti_socialiste_en_clo_ture_de_campus_21_a_blois_le_samedi_28_aou_t_2021
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/discours_d_olivier_faure_premier_secre_taire_du_parti_socialiste_en_clo_ture_de_campus_21_a_blois_le_samedi_28_aou_t_2021
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/discours_d_olivier_faure_premier_secre_taire_du_parti_socialiste_en_clo_ture_de_campus_21_a_blois_le_samedi_28_aou_t_2021
https://twitter.com/Anne_Hidalgo/status/1445675977393131522?s=20
https://www.eelv.fr/files/2021/04/Projet-2022-Culture-et-fe%CC%81minisme-Note-de-cadrage_vdef.pdf
https://www.eelv.fr/files/2021/04/Projet-2022-Culture-et-fe%CC%81minisme-Note-de-cadrage_vdef.pdf
https://www.eelv.fr/files/2021/04/Projet-2022-Culture-et-fe%CC%81minisme-Note-de-cadrage_vdef.pdf
https://www.eelv.fr/files/2021/04/Projet-2022-Culture-et-fe%CC%81minisme-Note-de-cadrage_vdef.pdf
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on Gender 
Equality. 

  Previous 
Candidate/
Party 
Action/ 
Proposal 

LREM 
Proposals 
on Gender 
Equality 
 
Parliamenta
ry Report 
on 
Abortion 

      

  Candidate/
Party Press 
Release 

   LFI Press 
Release on 
anti-Racism/
anti-Sexism 
Protest 

   

  Miscella-ne
ous 

News 
Report on 
Macron 
Abortion 
Law 

RN Flyer on 
Women's 
Rights 

  News Article 
on Anne 
Hidalgo and 
Gender 
Equality 

  

  Policy 
Orientation 

Liberal - 
Leaning 
 
Increased 
support for 
abortion. 

Pro - 
equality/ 
women’s 
right 

Unclear Liberal - 
Leaning 
 
Promote 
gender 
equality and 

Liberal - 
Leaning 
 
Promote 
gender 
equality and 

Liberal - 
Leaning 
 
Promote 
gender 
equality and 

 

https://twitter.com/Anne_Hidalgo/status/1445675977393131522?s=20
https://twitter.com/Anne_Hidalgo/status/1445675977393131522?s=20
https://en-marche.fr/emmanuel-macron/le-programme/%C3%A9galit%C3%A9-hommes-et-femmes
https://en-marche.fr/emmanuel-macron/le-programme/%C3%A9galit%C3%A9-hommes-et-femmes
https://en-marche.fr/emmanuel-macron/le-programme/%C3%A9galit%C3%A9-hommes-et-femmes
https://en-marche.fr/emmanuel-macron/le-programme/%C3%A9galit%C3%A9-hommes-et-femmes
https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/15/rapports/cion-soc/l15b3383_rapport-fond.pdf
https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/15/rapports/cion-soc/l15b3383_rapport-fond.pdf
https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/15/rapports/cion-soc/l15b3383_rapport-fond.pdf
https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/15/rapports/cion-soc/l15b3383_rapport-fond.pdf
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/06/12/12-juin-contre-lextreme-droite-passons-a-loffensive/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/06/12/12-juin-contre-lextreme-droite-passons-a-loffensive/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/06/12/12-juin-contre-lextreme-droite-passons-a-loffensive/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/06/12/12-juin-contre-lextreme-droite-passons-a-loffensive/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/06/12/12-juin-contre-lextreme-droite-passons-a-loffensive/
https://www.lci.fr/population/ivg-les-deputes-votent-l-allongement-du-delai-legal-de-12-a-14-semaines-2164806.html
https://www.lci.fr/population/ivg-les-deputes-votent-l-allongement-du-delai-legal-de-12-a-14-semaines-2164806.html
https://www.lci.fr/population/ivg-les-deputes-votent-l-allongement-du-delai-legal-de-12-a-14-semaines-2164806.html
https://www.lci.fr/population/ivg-les-deputes-votent-l-allongement-du-delai-legal-de-12-a-14-semaines-2164806.html
https://www.lci.fr/population/ivg-les-deputes-votent-l-allongement-du-delai-legal-de-12-a-14-semaines-2164806.html
https://rassemblementnational.fr/telecharger/publications/A4_4_PAGES_JOURNEE_FEMME_2019_HD.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/telecharger/publications/A4_4_PAGES_JOURNEE_FEMME_2019_HD.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/telecharger/publications/A4_4_PAGES_JOURNEE_FEMME_2019_HD.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/dec/15/paris-city-hall-fined-for-putting-too-many-women-in-senior-roles
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/dec/15/paris-city-hall-fined-for-putting-too-many-women-in-senior-roles
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/dec/15/paris-city-hall-fined-for-putting-too-many-women-in-senior-roles
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/dec/15/paris-city-hall-fined-for-putting-too-many-women-in-senior-roles
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/dec/15/paris-city-hall-fined-for-putting-too-many-women-in-senior-roles
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protect the 
right to 
abortion. 

protect the 
right to 
abortion. 

eco-feminism. 

  Impact Increased 
support for 
abortion 
rights and 
gender 
equality. 

Some support 
for abortion 
rights and 
gender 
equality. 

N/A Benefits 
gender 
equality and 
women’s 
rights. 

Greatly 
benefits 
gender 
equality and 
women’s 
rights. 

Benefits 
gender 
equality and 
women’s 
rights. 

 

 

Climate Change 

Summary: 

 Climate Change – like in many other countries – has had a major effect on France. This has been especially true in recent years as the country 

has suffered from extreme heatwaves and large-scale flooding.  Despite being a member of the Paris Climate Accord and promising to shift to a 29

‘Green Economy’, the French government has been criticized by both the United Nations and the country’s independent High Council for the 

Climate for failing to meet its goals for combating Climate Change.  In response to these shortcomings, President Macron recently announced 30

his intention to add a provision to the French constitution guaranteeing “environmental protection and biological diversity” in addition to an 

30 Human Rights Watch, World Report 2021: France, p. 7 

29 Tom Di Liberto & Rebecca Lindsey, Atmospheric Groundhog Day Behind Flooding in France and Germany, p. 2-3 
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ambitious effort to combat climate change.  However, climate activists have continued to criticize the government for not doing enough stating, 31

“as it stands, the proposed law is a climatic and social failure.”  32

 

 

Specific Issue Policy  Macron - 
LREM 
(President) 

Le Pen - RN Bertrand - 
LR 

Melenchon - 
LFI  

Hidalgo - PS Jadot - EELV Zemmour- Ind 

Climate 
Change 

Environ-
mental 
Sustain- 
ability 

Candidate/
Party 
Public 
Statement 

 
Macron at 
the Citizen's 
Climate 
Council 
 

RN 
Counter-Proj
ect to 
President 
Macron's 
Climate 
Refer- 
endum 
 
Le Pen on 
Nuclear 
Power 

Xavier 
Bertrand on 
Wind 
Turbines 
 
Xavier 
Bertrand on 
Nuclear 
Reactors. 

LFI Booklet 
on Ecological 
Planning 
 
LFI Booklet 
on 
Renewable 
Energy 
 
LFI Booklet 
on Zero 
Waste 
 
LFI Booklet 
on Ecological 
Transport 

PS Program 
on the 
Environment/
Climate 
Change 
 
Anne Hidalgo 
on Social 
Ecology 

Domestic 
Biodiversity 
 
Planetary 
Health 
 
Climate 
Refugees 
 
Yannick Jadot 
on Nuclear 
Power 
 
Jadot on 
Climate 
Change and 

Zemmour on 
Nuclear Power 

32 France 24, Thousands March in France Demanding Real Action on Climate Change, p. 1 
31 France 24, Macron’s Climate Referendum Initiative Stalls as Senate Waters Down Bill, p. 2 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BMa3vJH5IQs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BMa3vJH5IQs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BMa3vJH5IQs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BMa3vJH5IQs
https://rassemblementnational.fr/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/WEB_CONTRE_PROJET_ECOLOGIE_RASS_NAT_.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/WEB_CONTRE_PROJET_ECOLOGIE_RASS_NAT_.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/WEB_CONTRE_PROJET_ECOLOGIE_RASS_NAT_.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/WEB_CONTRE_PROJET_ECOLOGIE_RASS_NAT_.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/WEB_CONTRE_PROJET_ECOLOGIE_RASS_NAT_.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/WEB_CONTRE_PROJET_ECOLOGIE_RASS_NAT_.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/WEB_CONTRE_PROJET_ECOLOGIE_RASS_NAT_.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/WEB_CONTRE_PROJET_ECOLOGIE_RASS_NAT_.pdf
https://twitter.com/MLP_officiel/status/1447794273324240896?s=20
https://twitter.com/MLP_officiel/status/1447794273324240896?s=20
https://twitter.com/MLP_officiel/status/1447794273324240896?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1371068232786968576?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1371068232786968576?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1371068232786968576?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1371068232786968576?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1444940913264955392?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1444940913264955392?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1444940913264955392?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1444940913264955392?s=20
https://avenirencommun.fr/livrets-thematiques/livret-planification-ecologique-regle-verte/
https://avenirencommun.fr/livrets-thematiques/livret-planification-ecologique-regle-verte/
https://avenirencommun.fr/livrets-thematiques/livret-planification-ecologique-regle-verte/
https://avenirencommun.fr/livrets-thematiques/le-livret-energie/
https://avenirencommun.fr/livrets-thematiques/le-livret-energie/
https://avenirencommun.fr/livrets-thematiques/le-livret-energie/
https://avenirencommun.fr/livrets-thematiques/le-livret-energie/
https://avenirencommun.fr/livrets-thematiques/le-livret-dechets/
https://avenirencommun.fr/livrets-thematiques/le-livret-dechets/
https://avenirencommun.fr/livrets-thematiques/le-livret-dechets/
https://avenirencommun.fr/livrets-thematiques/le-livret-transports/
https://avenirencommun.fr/livrets-thematiques/le-livret-transports/
https://avenirencommun.fr/livrets-thematiques/le-livret-transports/
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/justice_climatique_et_politique_environnementale
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/justice_climatique_et_politique_environnementale
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/justice_climatique_et_politique_environnementale
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/justice_climatique_et_politique_environnementale
https://www.parti-socialiste.fr/justice_climatique_et_politique_environnementale
https://twitter.com/Anne_Hidalgo/status/1445673535884562437?s=20
https://twitter.com/Anne_Hidalgo/status/1445673535884562437?s=20
https://twitter.com/Anne_Hidalgo/status/1445673535884562437?s=20
https://www.eelv.fr/files/2021/04/Projet-2022-Biodiversite%CC%81-domestique-Note-de-cadrage_vdef.pdf
https://www.eelv.fr/files/2021/04/Projet-2022-Biodiversite%CC%81-domestique-Note-de-cadrage_vdef.pdf
https://www.eelv.fr/files/2021/04/Projet-2022-Sante%CC%81-Plane%CC%81taire-Note-de-cadrage_v2.pdf
https://www.eelv.fr/files/2021/04/Projet-2022-Sante%CC%81-Plane%CC%81taire-Note-de-cadrage_v2.pdf
https://www.eelv.fr/files/2021/04/Projet-2022-Re%CC%81fugie%CC%81s-climatiques-Note-de-cadrage_v2.pdf
https://www.eelv.fr/files/2021/04/Projet-2022-Re%CC%81fugie%CC%81s-climatiques-Note-de-cadrage_v2.pdf
https://twitter.com/yjadot/status/1448201762356224000?s=20
https://twitter.com/yjadot/status/1448201762356224000?s=20
https://twitter.com/yjadot/status/1448201762356224000?s=20
https://twitter.com/yjadot/status/1447451264900636673?s=20
https://twitter.com/yjadot/status/1447451264900636673?s=20
https://twitter.com/yjadot/status/1447451264900636673?s=20
https://twitter.com/ZemmourEric/status/1444215237545275393?s=20
https://twitter.com/ZemmourEric/status/1444215237545275393?s=20
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Jean-Luc 
Mélenchon 
Tweet on 
Climate 
Change 
 
Jean-Luc 
Mélenchon 
Tweet on 
Nuclear 
Power 

Nuclear Power 

  Previous 
Candidate/
Party 
Action/Pro
posal 

Macron 
Govern- 
ment 
Climate 
Plan 
 
Macron/LR
EM Climate 
Proposals 
(2017) 
 
National 
Assembly 
Resolution 
on Climate 
Change 

 LR Proposals 
on the 
Environment/
Climate 
Change 

  Green Party 
Energy 
Proposals 
 
Green Party 
Proposals on 
Building and 
Agri- 
culture 
 
Green Party 
Proposals on 
Lodging 
 
Green Party 
Proposals on 
Town 
Planning and 

 

https://twitter.com/JLMelenchon/status/1448355712648757256?s=20
https://twitter.com/JLMelenchon/status/1448355712648757256?s=20
https://twitter.com/JLMelenchon/status/1448355712648757256?s=20
https://twitter.com/JLMelenchon/status/1448355712648757256?s=20
https://twitter.com/JLMelenchon/status/1448355712648757256?s=20
https://twitter.com/JLMelenchon/status/1448351520534245381?s=20
https://twitter.com/JLMelenchon/status/1448351520534245381?s=20
https://twitter.com/JLMelenchon/status/1448351520534245381?s=20
https://twitter.com/JLMelenchon/status/1448351520534245381?s=20
https://twitter.com/JLMelenchon/status/1448351520534245381?s=20
https://twitter.com/yjadot/status/1447451264900636673?s=20
https://www.gouvernement.fr/en/climate-plan
https://www.gouvernement.fr/en/climate-plan
https://www.gouvernement.fr/en/climate-plan
https://www.gouvernement.fr/en/climate-plan
https://www.gouvernement.fr/en/climate-plan
https://en-marche.fr/emmanuel-macron/le-programme/environnement-et-transition-ecologique
https://en-marche.fr/emmanuel-macron/le-programme/environnement-et-transition-ecologique
https://en-marche.fr/emmanuel-macron/le-programme/environnement-et-transition-ecologique
https://en-marche.fr/emmanuel-macron/le-programme/environnement-et-transition-ecologique
https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/actualites-accueil-hub/lutte-contre-le-dereglement-climatique-adoption-du-projet-de-loi-en-commission-speciale
https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/actualites-accueil-hub/lutte-contre-le-dereglement-climatique-adoption-du-projet-de-loi-en-commission-speciale
https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/actualites-accueil-hub/lutte-contre-le-dereglement-climatique-adoption-du-projet-de-loi-en-commission-speciale
https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/actualites-accueil-hub/lutte-contre-le-dereglement-climatique-adoption-du-projet-de-loi-en-commission-speciale
https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/actualites-accueil-hub/lutte-contre-le-dereglement-climatique-adoption-du-projet-de-loi-en-commission-speciale
https://republicains.fr/nos-propositions/environnement-energie/
https://republicains.fr/nos-propositions/environnement-energie/
https://republicains.fr/nos-propositions/environnement-energie/
https://republicains.fr/nos-propositions/environnement-energie/
https://republicains.fr/nos-propositions/environnement-energie/
https://energie.eelv.fr/les-valeurs-et-principes-deelv-autour-de-la-question-energetique/
https://energie.eelv.fr/les-valeurs-et-principes-deelv-autour-de-la-question-energetique/
https://energie.eelv.fr/les-valeurs-et-principes-deelv-autour-de-la-question-energetique/
https://logement.eelv.fr/bati-et-architecture/
https://logement.eelv.fr/bati-et-architecture/
https://logement.eelv.fr/bati-et-architecture/
https://logement.eelv.fr/bati-et-architecture/
https://logement.eelv.fr/bati-et-architecture/
https://logement.eelv.fr/logement/
https://logement.eelv.fr/logement/
https://logement.eelv.fr/logement/
https://logement.eelv.fr/urbanisme-amenagement-du-territoire/
https://logement.eelv.fr/urbanisme-amenagement-du-territoire/
https://logement.eelv.fr/urbanisme-amenagement-du-territoire/
https://logement.eelv.fr/urbanisme-amenagement-du-territoire/
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Land Use 

  Candidate/
Party Press 
Release 

   LFI Press 
Release on 
Climate 
Change 
 
Additional 
LFI Press 
Release on 
Climate 
Change 

   

  Miscella-n
eous 

News 
Article on 
Macron's 
Proposed 
Climate 
Referen- 
dum 
 
Recent 
Article on 
Climate 
Change and 
Nuclear 
Energy 

   News Article 
on Hidalgo 
Climate 
Policy in 
Paris 
 
Additional 
Article on 
Mayor 
Hidalgo's 
Climate 
Policy in 
Paris 

  

  Policy 
Orientation 

Center - 
Left 
Orientation 

Conservative 
- Leaning 
 

Conser- 
vative - 
Leaning 

Liberal - 
Leaning 

Liberal 
Leaning 

Liberal - 
Green 
Orientation 

Far/Populist - 
Right 
Orientation 

https://logement.eelv.fr/urbanisme-amenagement-du-territoire/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/07/15/lenterrement-en-petite-pompe-de-la-loi-climat-scelle-linaction-climatique-de-la-macronie/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/07/15/lenterrement-en-petite-pompe-de-la-loi-climat-scelle-linaction-climatique-de-la-macronie/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/07/15/lenterrement-en-petite-pompe-de-la-loi-climat-scelle-linaction-climatique-de-la-macronie/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/07/15/lenterrement-en-petite-pompe-de-la-loi-climat-scelle-linaction-climatique-de-la-macronie/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/02/03/victoire-le-tribunal-retient-linaction-climatique-de-macron/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/02/03/victoire-le-tribunal-retient-linaction-climatique-de-macron/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/02/03/victoire-le-tribunal-retient-linaction-climatique-de-macron/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/02/03/victoire-le-tribunal-retient-linaction-climatique-de-macron/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/02/03/victoire-le-tribunal-retient-linaction-climatique-de-macron/
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2020-12-14/frances-macron-says-mention-of-climate-in-constitution-will-be-put-to-referendum
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2020-12-14/frances-macron-says-mention-of-climate-in-constitution-will-be-put-to-referendum
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2020-12-14/frances-macron-says-mention-of-climate-in-constitution-will-be-put-to-referendum
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2020-12-14/frances-macron-says-mention-of-climate-in-constitution-will-be-put-to-referendum
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2020-12-14/frances-macron-says-mention-of-climate-in-constitution-will-be-put-to-referendum
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2020-12-14/frances-macron-says-mention-of-climate-in-constitution-will-be-put-to-referendum
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2020-12-14/frances-macron-says-mention-of-climate-in-constitution-will-be-put-to-referendum
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/france-czech-republic-others-push-nuclear-eus-green-investment-rules-2021-10-11/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/france-czech-republic-others-push-nuclear-eus-green-investment-rules-2021-10-11/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/france-czech-republic-others-push-nuclear-eus-green-investment-rules-2021-10-11/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/france-czech-republic-others-push-nuclear-eus-green-investment-rules-2021-10-11/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/france-czech-republic-others-push-nuclear-eus-green-investment-rules-2021-10-11/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/france-czech-republic-others-push-nuclear-eus-green-investment-rules-2021-10-11/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/carltonreid/2020/10/20/paris-mayor-anne-hidalgo-to-make-good-on-pledge-to-remove-half-of-citys-car-parking-spaces/#:~:text=Hidalgo%20said%20in%20the%20run-up%20to%20the%20election,office%2C%20making%2070%2C000%20to%20be%20removed%20in%20total.
https://www.forbes.com/sites/carltonreid/2020/10/20/paris-mayor-anne-hidalgo-to-make-good-on-pledge-to-remove-half-of-citys-car-parking-spaces/#:~:text=Hidalgo%20said%20in%20the%20run-up%20to%20the%20election,office%2C%20making%2070%2C000%20to%20be%20removed%20in%20total.
https://www.forbes.com/sites/carltonreid/2020/10/20/paris-mayor-anne-hidalgo-to-make-good-on-pledge-to-remove-half-of-citys-car-parking-spaces/#:~:text=Hidalgo%20said%20in%20the%20run-up%20to%20the%20election,office%2C%20making%2070%2C000%20to%20be%20removed%20in%20total.
https://www.forbes.com/sites/carltonreid/2020/10/20/paris-mayor-anne-hidalgo-to-make-good-on-pledge-to-remove-half-of-citys-car-parking-spaces/#:~:text=Hidalgo%20said%20in%20the%20run-up%20to%20the%20election,office%2C%20making%2070%2C000%20to%20be%20removed%20in%20total.
https://www.forbes.com/sites/carltonreid/2020/10/20/paris-mayor-anne-hidalgo-to-make-good-on-pledge-to-remove-half-of-citys-car-parking-spaces/#:~:text=Hidalgo%20said%20in%20the%20run-up%20to%20the%20election,office%2C%20making%2070%2C000%20to%20be%20removed%20in%20total.
https://www.leparisien.fr/paris-75/plus-despaces-verts-moins-dabattages-darbres-le-plan-dhidalgo-pour-faire-de-paris-une-ville-jardin-05-10-2021-G4CXRGS64RDZBJH6WEFTAHECKQ.php
https://www.leparisien.fr/paris-75/plus-despaces-verts-moins-dabattages-darbres-le-plan-dhidalgo-pour-faire-de-paris-une-ville-jardin-05-10-2021-G4CXRGS64RDZBJH6WEFTAHECKQ.php
https://www.leparisien.fr/paris-75/plus-despaces-verts-moins-dabattages-darbres-le-plan-dhidalgo-pour-faire-de-paris-une-ville-jardin-05-10-2021-G4CXRGS64RDZBJH6WEFTAHECKQ.php
https://www.leparisien.fr/paris-75/plus-despaces-verts-moins-dabattages-darbres-le-plan-dhidalgo-pour-faire-de-paris-une-ville-jardin-05-10-2021-G4CXRGS64RDZBJH6WEFTAHECKQ.php
https://www.leparisien.fr/paris-75/plus-despaces-verts-moins-dabattages-darbres-le-plan-dhidalgo-pour-faire-de-paris-une-ville-jardin-05-10-2021-G4CXRGS64RDZBJH6WEFTAHECKQ.php
https://www.leparisien.fr/paris-75/plus-despaces-verts-moins-dabattages-darbres-le-plan-dhidalgo-pour-faire-de-paris-une-ville-jardin-05-10-2021-G4CXRGS64RDZBJH6WEFTAHECKQ.php
https://www.leparisien.fr/paris-75/plus-despaces-verts-moins-dabattages-darbres-le-plan-dhidalgo-pour-faire-de-paris-une-ville-jardin-05-10-2021-G4CXRGS64RDZBJH6WEFTAHECKQ.php
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  Impact Negative 
impact on 
the 
traditional 
energy 
industry. 
 
Somewhat 
Positive 
impact on 
the green 
economy 
and 
eco-friendly 
industries 

Negative 
impact on 
the 
environment. 
 
Benefit 
traditional 
industries. 

Negative 
impact on the 
environment. 
 
Benefit 
traditional 
industries. 

Positive 
Impact on the 
Environment. 
 
Negative 
impact on 
traditional 
energy 
industries. 

Positive 
Impact on the 
Environment. 
 
Possible 
disruption of 
daily 
commutes in 
Paris 
(Hidalgo 
Parking Space 
Policy). 

Positive 
Impact on the 
Environment. 
 
Substantial 
benefits for the 
environment. 
 
Severe 
disruption for 
France’s 
traditional 
industries. 

Unclear 

 

Counterterrorism (the Sahel and the Middle East) 

Summary: 

-​ Since the early to mid 2010s, France has participated in major counterterrorism operations in both the Middle East and its former 

colonies in the Sahel.  
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-​ In 2013, French troops were deployed to Mali to assist the government in pushing back Islamic militants that had gained a 

foothold in the country. The mission has since been succeeded by Operation Barkhane – an anti-insurgent operation that seeks to 

provide counterterrorism support for G5 Sahel governments and prevent terrorist groups from regaining a foothold in the region.  33

-​ In 2014, France launched Operation Chammal in an effort to contain the rapid expansion of the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria. 

Initially French forces conducted limited airstrikes on ISIL positions in the Levant. However, the size and scope of these 

operations was greatly increased after the 2015 Paris Attacks.  

-​ In addition to Iraq and Syria, France has also deployed military forces in Libya where – alongside Russia and the United Arab 

Emirates – it has supported the forces of renegade Libyan general Khalifa Haftar against the UN backed Government of National 

Accord.  34

-​ Despite devoting massive amounts of resources to counterterrorism operations at home and abroad, France has struggled to 

contain the spread of Islamic extremism. In the past decade, nearly 1,300 people have been killed or injured in terrorist attacks on 

French soil - the most notable being the 2015 Paris attacks in which Islamic State gunnmen and suicide bombers killed 130 

people and wounded 350 more.  35

35 Counter Extremism Project, France: Extremism and Terrorism, p. 1 
34 Rym Momtaz, With Haftar in Retreat, France Hedges its Bets in Libya, p. 3 

33 Ministry of Defense, Operation Barkhane, p. 2 
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-​ As of 2021, French authorities are believed to be monitoring roughly 15,000 terrorism suspects.  Equally important, the French 36

government has worked to keep tabs on at least 1,400 radicalized individuals in French prisons and the approximately 2,000 

French citizens who have left the country to join terrorist organizations since 2016.  37

Specific Issue Policy  Macron - 
LREM 
(President) 

Le Pen - RN Bertrand - 
LR 

Melenchon - 
LFI  

Hidalgo - PS Jadot - EELV Zemmour- Ind 

Counter- 
terrorism 

Defense 
/Foreign 
Policy 

Candidate/ 
Party 
Candidate 
/Party 
Public 
Statement 

 
Macron 
Speech at 
No-Money 
For Terror 
Conference 
(2018) 
 

 Macro…
(Macron 
Announces 
end to 
Operation 
Barkhane) 
 

Marine Le 
Pen 
Statement on 
the Fall of 
Afghanistan 

LR Senator 
Christian 
Cambon 
Interview - 
Radio France  
Internationale 
 
Bertrand on 
Operation 
Barkhane 

Jean Luc 
Mélenchon on 
Mali 

 Green Party 
Statement on the 
Fall of Afghanistan 
and French Military 
Intervention in the 
Middle East and 
the Sahel 

 

  Previous Macron/    Military   

37 Ibid. 
36 Counter Extremism Project, France: Extremism and Terrorism, p. 4 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b92VVS6klvU
https://in.ambafrance.org/No-Money-for-Terror-Speech-by-Prez-Emmanuel-Macron
https://in.ambafrance.org/No-Money-for-Terror-Speech-by-Prez-Emmanuel-Macron
https://in.ambafrance.org/No-Money-for-Terror-Speech-by-Prez-Emmanuel-Macron
https://in.ambafrance.org/No-Money-for-Terror-Speech-by-Prez-Emmanuel-Macron
https://in.ambafrance.org/No-Money-for-Terror-Speech-by-Prez-Emmanuel-Macron
https://in.ambafrance.org/No-Money-for-Terror-Speech-by-Prez-Emmanuel-Macron
https://rassemblementnational.fr/communiques/talibans-un-avertissement-qui-appelle-une-initiative-internationale-de-grande-envergure/
https://rassemblementnational.fr/communiques/talibans-un-avertissement-qui-appelle-une-initiative-internationale-de-grande-envergure/
https://rassemblementnational.fr/communiques/talibans-un-avertissement-qui-appelle-une-initiative-internationale-de-grande-envergure/
https://rassemblementnational.fr/communiques/talibans-un-avertissement-qui-appelle-une-initiative-internationale-de-grande-envergure/
https://rassemblementnational.fr/communiques/talibans-un-avertissement-qui-appelle-une-initiative-internationale-de-grande-envergure/
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/podcasts/invit%C3%A9-afrique/20210208-christian-cambon-faire-rentrer-les-soldats-fran%C3%A7ais-du-sahel-serait-une-fausse-bonne-solution
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/podcasts/invit%C3%A9-afrique/20210208-christian-cambon-faire-rentrer-les-soldats-fran%C3%A7ais-du-sahel-serait-une-fausse-bonne-solution
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/podcasts/invit%C3%A9-afrique/20210208-christian-cambon-faire-rentrer-les-soldats-fran%C3%A7ais-du-sahel-serait-une-fausse-bonne-solution
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/podcasts/invit%C3%A9-afrique/20210208-christian-cambon-faire-rentrer-les-soldats-fran%C3%A7ais-du-sahel-serait-une-fausse-bonne-solution
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/podcasts/invit%C3%A9-afrique/20210208-christian-cambon-faire-rentrer-les-soldats-fran%C3%A7ais-du-sahel-serait-une-fausse-bonne-solution
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/podcasts/invit%C3%A9-afrique/20210208-christian-cambon-faire-rentrer-les-soldats-fran%C3%A7ais-du-sahel-serait-une-fausse-bonne-solution
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1447982653370773508?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1447982653370773508?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1447982653370773508?s=20
https://twitter.com/JLMelenchon/status/1448362976076079105?s=20
https://twitter.com/JLMelenchon/status/1448362976076079105?s=20
https://twitter.com/JLMelenchon/status/1448362976076079105?s=20
https://www.eelv.fr/retour-des-talibans-le-signe-dun-fiasco-lurgence-daider-les-civils/
https://www.eelv.fr/retour-des-talibans-le-signe-dun-fiasco-lurgence-daider-les-civils/
https://www.eelv.fr/retour-des-talibans-le-signe-dun-fiasco-lurgence-daider-les-civils/
https://www.eelv.fr/retour-des-talibans-le-signe-dun-fiasco-lurgence-daider-les-civils/
https://www.eelv.fr/retour-des-talibans-le-signe-dun-fiasco-lurgence-daider-les-civils/
https://www.eelv.fr/retour-des-talibans-le-signe-dun-fiasco-lurgence-daider-les-civils/
https://www.eelv.fr/retour-des-talibans-le-signe-dun-fiasco-lurgence-daider-les-civils/
https://en-marche.fr/emmanuel-macron/le-programme/defense
https://www.lefigaro.fr/international/2017/01/02/01003-20170102ARTFIG00093-les-guerres-de-francois-hollande.php
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Candidate/ 
Party 
Action/ 
Proposal 

LREM 
Defense 
Proposal 

Interventions 
under 
President 
Hollande 
(2012-2017) 

  Candidate/ 
Party Press 
Release 

 RN Press 
Release on 
Afghanistan 
and the 
Sahel 

 LFI Press 
Release on 
Operation 
Barkhane 
 
LFI Press 
Release on 
Mali 

   

  Miscella-ne
ous 

Macron visits 
Baghdad 

      

  Policy 
Orientation 

Conservative 
- Leaning 
 
Increase 
Defense 
Spending 
 
Project 
French 
Power 

Conservative 
- Leaning 

Conservative 
- Leaning 
 
Halt all 
efforts to 
withdraw 
from the 
Sahel. 
 
Project 
French 
Power. 

Liberal - 
Leaning 

Slightly - 
Left Leaning 

Liberal - Leaning 
 
Oppose foreign 
interventions. 

 

https://en-marche.fr/emmanuel-macron/le-programme/defense
https://en-marche.fr/emmanuel-macron/le-programme/defense
https://en-marche.fr/emmanuel-macron/le-programme/defense
https://www.lefigaro.fr/international/2017/01/02/01003-20170102ARTFIG00093-les-guerres-de-francois-hollande.php
https://www.lefigaro.fr/international/2017/01/02/01003-20170102ARTFIG00093-les-guerres-de-francois-hollande.php
https://www.lefigaro.fr/international/2017/01/02/01003-20170102ARTFIG00093-les-guerres-de-francois-hollande.php
https://www.lefigaro.fr/international/2017/01/02/01003-20170102ARTFIG00093-les-guerres-de-francois-hollande.php
https://www.lefigaro.fr/international/2017/01/02/01003-20170102ARTFIG00093-les-guerres-de-francois-hollande.php
https://rassemblementnational.fr/tribunes-libres/le-retour-des-talibans-rebat-les-cartes-aussi-au-sahel/
https://rassemblementnational.fr/tribunes-libres/le-retour-des-talibans-rebat-les-cartes-aussi-au-sahel/
https://rassemblementnational.fr/tribunes-libres/le-retour-des-talibans-rebat-les-cartes-aussi-au-sahel/
https://rassemblementnational.fr/tribunes-libres/le-retour-des-talibans-rebat-les-cartes-aussi-au-sahel/
https://rassemblementnational.fr/tribunes-libres/le-retour-des-talibans-rebat-les-cartes-aussi-au-sahel/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/06/10/barkhane-macron-joue-sur-les-mots-et-navigue-a-vue/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/06/10/barkhane-macron-joue-sur-les-mots-et-navigue-a-vue/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/06/10/barkhane-macron-joue-sur-les-mots-et-navigue-a-vue/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/06/10/barkhane-macron-joue-sur-les-mots-et-navigue-a-vue/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/01/20/mali-macron-nage-dans-lautosatisfaction-et-laveuglement/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/01/20/mali-macron-nage-dans-lautosatisfaction-et-laveuglement/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/01/20/mali-macron-nage-dans-lautosatisfaction-et-laveuglement/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mYYakio2ghk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mYYakio2ghk
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  Impact Negative 
Impact on 
French 
Muslims/ 
Arabs 
 
Benefit to 
French 
Security. 

Negative 
Impact on 
Migrants and 
Asylum 
Seekers. 
 
Negative 
Impact on 
French 
Muslims/ 
Arabs 

Negative 
Impact on 
French 
Muslims/ 
Arabs 
 
Benefit to 
French 
Security. 

Positive 
Impact on 
French 
Muslims/ 
Arabs 
 
Possible 
security 
vacuum in the 
Sahel. 

Negative 
Impact on 
French 
Muslims/ 
Arabs 
 
Benefit to 
French 
Security. 

Positive Impact on 
French Muslims/ 
Arabs. 

 

 

Foreign Policy (European Union/AUKUS) 

Summary: 

-​ As one of the bloc’s founding members and the seat of the European Parliament, France has long favored a strong relationship with the 

EU.  However, the 2015 migrant crisis and the subsequent rise of populist forces in Europe has led some French citizens questioning the 38

benefits of the European Union. 

-​ On September 15, 2021, the US, Australia, and the UK announced the creation of a trilateral security pact (AUKUS) in which 

38 European Union, France, p. 1 
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Washington and London would provide the Australian government with nuclear powered submarines. The French – who had signed a 

$66 billion submarine deal with Canberra in 2016 – were shocked and dismayed by the announcement of the agreement, referring to it as 

“knife-in-the-back.”  For Macron and the French government, who have sought to maintain France’s traditional role as a global power, 39

the AUKUS debacle has created an existential crisis in which the French people have begun to question their country’s place in the 

world. Additionally, AUKUS represents a significant setback for French power projection in the Pacific – which it sees as currently 

dominated by the US and China.  40

Specific Issue Policy  Macron - 
LREM 
(President) 

Le Pen - RN Bertrand - LR Melenchon - 
LFI  

Hidalgo - 
PS 

Jadot - EELV Zemmour- Ind 

Foreign 
Policy 
(European 
Union/ 
AUKUS) 

Defense 
/Foreign 
Policy 

Candidate/ 
Party 
Candidate/ 
Party 
Public 
Statement 

 Macro…
(Macron 
Statement on 
AUKUS and 
Defense Deal 
with Greece) 
 
French 
Foreign 
Minister on 
AUKUS 
 

RN 
European 
Program 
 
Marine Le 
Pen 
Statement on 
AUKUS 

LR 
European/Int
er- 
national 
Conven- 
tion 
 
Xavier 
Bertrand on 
AUKUS and 
France's 
Relationship 

LFI Booklet 
on NATO 
and 
European 
Defense 
 
Chapter 4: 
Mélenchon 
Presidential 
Program 
(2021) 
 

 Europe and 
Ecology 
 
Europe and 
Defense 
 
Europe and 
Democracy 
 
Green Party 
Project (2022) 
See pgs 82-83 

Zemmour on the 
European Union 

40 Norimitsu Onishi, An Uncomfortable Question in France: Are We Still a Great Power?, p. 3 

39 Norimitsu Onishi, An Uncomfortable Question in France: Are We Still a Great Power?, p. 1-3 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A2TS7DhN8KQ
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/country-files/australia/news/article/statement-by-jean-yves-le-drian-minister-for-europe-and-foreign-affairs-17-sept
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/country-files/australia/news/article/statement-by-jean-yves-le-drian-minister-for-europe-and-foreign-affairs-17-sept
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/country-files/australia/news/article/statement-by-jean-yves-le-drian-minister-for-europe-and-foreign-affairs-17-sept
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/country-files/australia/news/article/statement-by-jean-yves-le-drian-minister-for-europe-and-foreign-affairs-17-sept
https://rassemblementnational.fr/telecharger/publications/programme-euro2019.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/telecharger/publications/programme-euro2019.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/telecharger/publications/programme-euro2019.pdf
https://rassemblementnational.fr/communiques/contrat-australien-macron-touche-coule/
https://rassemblementnational.fr/communiques/contrat-australien-macron-touche-coule/
https://rassemblementnational.fr/communiques/contrat-australien-macron-touche-coule/
https://rassemblementnational.fr/communiques/contrat-australien-macron-touche-coule/
https://republicains.fr/actualites/2021/09/21/convention-europe-international/
https://republicains.fr/actualites/2021/09/21/convention-europe-international/
https://republicains.fr/actualites/2021/09/21/convention-europe-international/
https://republicains.fr/actualites/2021/09/21/convention-europe-international/
https://republicains.fr/actualites/2021/09/21/convention-europe-international/
https://republicains.fr/actualites/2021/09/21/convention-europe-international/
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1439558000855953408?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1439558000855953408?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1439558000855953408?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1439558000855953408?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1439558000855953408?s=20
https://avenirencommun.fr/livrets-thematiques/livret-garde-nationale-defense/
https://avenirencommun.fr/livrets-thematiques/livret-garde-nationale-defense/
https://avenirencommun.fr/livrets-thematiques/livret-garde-nationale-defense/
https://avenirencommun.fr/livrets-thematiques/livret-garde-nationale-defense/
https://avenirencommun.fr/livrets-thematiques/livret-garde-nationale-defense/
https://melenchon2022.fr/programme/chapitre-4-traites-europeens/
https://melenchon2022.fr/programme/chapitre-4-traites-europeens/
https://melenchon2022.fr/programme/chapitre-4-traites-europeens/
https://melenchon2022.fr/programme/chapitre-4-traites-europeens/
https://melenchon2022.fr/programme/chapitre-4-traites-europeens/
https://www.eelv.fr/files/2021/04/Projet-2022-Europe-et-Ecologie-Note-de-cadrage_v2.pdf
https://www.eelv.fr/files/2021/04/Projet-2022-Europe-et-Ecologie-Note-de-cadrage_v2.pdf
https://www.eelv.fr/files/2021/04/Projet-2022-Europe-et-de%CC%81fense-Note-de-cadrage_vdef.pdf
https://www.eelv.fr/files/2021/04/Projet-2022-Europe-et-de%CC%81fense-Note-de-cadrage_vdef.pdf
https://www.eelv.fr/files/2021/04/Projet-2022-Europe-et-de%CC%81mocratie-Note-de-cadrage_vdef.pdf
https://www.eelv.fr/files/2021/04/Projet-2022-Europe-et-de%CC%81mocratie-Note-de-cadrage_vdef.pdf
https://www.eelv.fr/files/2021/10/Projet-2022-11.07.21-NP-1.pdf
https://www.eelv.fr/files/2021/10/Projet-2022-11.07.21-NP-1.pdf
https://twitter.com/ZemmourEric/status/1446366892541816844?s=20
https://twitter.com/ZemmourEric/status/1446366892541816844?s=20
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LREM/ 
Macron 
European 
Program 

with the 
United States 

Jean-Luc 
Mélenchon 
Statement 
on AUKUS 
 
Jean-Luc 
Mélenchon 
on NATO 
 
Jean-Luc 
Mélenchon 
on the EU 
and French 
obligations 
to European 
Treaties 

 
Yannick Jadot 
on the European 
Union 

  Previous 
Candidate/ 
Party 
Action/ 
Proposal 

News Article 
on French 
Defense Deal 
with Greece 

 President 
Sarkozy (LR) 
Speech at the 
European 
Council 
(2008) 

 President 
Hollande 
(PS) 
Speech at 
the 
European 
Parliament 
(2015) 

  

  Candidate/ 
Party Press 
Release 

    PS Press 
Release on 
the State of 
the EU 

  

https://storage.googleapis.com/en-marche-fr/pole_idees/Programme%20Renaissance%20E%CC%81lections%20europe%CC%81ennes.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/en-marche-fr/pole_idees/Programme%20Renaissance%20E%CC%81lections%20europe%CC%81ennes.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/en-marche-fr/pole_idees/Programme%20Renaissance%20E%CC%81lections%20europe%CC%81ennes.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/en-marche-fr/pole_idees/Programme%20Renaissance%20E%CC%81lections%20europe%CC%81ennes.pdf
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1439558000855953408?s=20
https://twitter.com/xavierbertrand/status/1439558000855953408?s=20
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/09/15/les-etats-unis-torpillent-les-sous-marins-franco-australiens/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/09/15/les-etats-unis-torpillent-les-sous-marins-franco-australiens/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/09/15/les-etats-unis-torpillent-les-sous-marins-franco-australiens/
https://lafranceinsoumise.fr/2021/09/15/les-etats-unis-torpillent-les-sous-marins-franco-australiens/
https://twitter.com/JLMelenchon/status/1448365581846130690?s=20
https://twitter.com/JLMelenchon/status/1448365581846130690?s=20
https://twitter.com/JLMelenchon/status/1448365581846130690?s=20
https://twitter.com/JLMelenchon/status/1448367046425817096?s=20
https://twitter.com/JLMelenchon/status/1448367046425817096?s=20
https://twitter.com/JLMelenchon/status/1448367046425817096?s=20
https://twitter.com/JLMelenchon/status/1448367046425817096?s=20
https://twitter.com/JLMelenchon/status/1448367046425817096?s=20
https://twitter.com/JLMelenchon/status/1448367046425817096?s=20
https://twitter.com/JLMelenchon/status/1448367046425817096?s=20
https://twitter.com/yjadot/status/1447457207604424706?s=20
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  Miscella-n
eous 

       

  Policy 
Orientation 

Center - 
Right 
Orientation 
 
Pro-European 
 
Project 
French Power 

Populist - 
Right 
Orientation 
 
Eurosceptic 
 

Conserv- 
ative - 
Leaning 
 
Pro - 
European 
 
Project 
French Power 

Populist - 
Left 
Orientation 
 
Eurosceptic 

Liberal - 
Leaning 
 
Pro - 
European 
 
Project 
French 
Power 

Liberal- Green 
Orientation 
 
Pro-European 
Pro-Climate 

Far/Populist Right 
Orientation 

  Impact Benefits the 
French 
working class 
(EU). 
 
Positive 
security 
benefits 
(EU). 
 
Negative 
effect on 
French 
Global Power 
(AUKUS). 
 
Negative 
impact on the 

Reduced 
global 
cooperation 
(EU/ 
AUKUS). 

Benefits the 
French 
working class 
(EU). 
 
Positive 
security 
benefits 
(EU). 
 
Negative 
ramifications 
for the NATO 
Alliance 
(AUKUS) 

Reduced 
global 
cooperation 
(EU/ 
AUKUS). 

Benefits the 
French 
working 
class (EU). 
 
Positive 
security 
benefits 
(EU). 

Benefits the 
Environment. 
 
Benefits the 
French working 
class (EU). 
Increased 
global 
cooperation 
(EU). 
 
 

Unclear 
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French 
defense 
sector 
(AUKUS). 

 

 

 


