Joint Statement on the Lamport Stadium Encampment Clearing

In the aftermath of the City of Toronto’s brutal assault on the Lamport Stadium encampment, we,
the undersigned organizations, advocates, and encampment residents, demand an end to these
violent encampment evictions, that all charges laid against community members be dropped,
and that Mayor John Tory resign immediately.

During the early hours of Wednesday, July 21st, hundreds of police officers descended on
Lamport Stadium Park. City workers proceeded to fence in encampment residents and their
supporters. As a drone hovered overhead, security guards warned people to leave or face
arrest for trespassing. Then, brandishing steel batons, police moved in.

They hit someone in the face, breaking their nose and splitting open their forehead and lips.
They slammed someone else’s head into the pavement, leaving them with a concussion. They
choked and tossed another person by their neck. Two people are now in casts and will require
further X-rays to determine if bones were broken. Police punched, kicked, clubbed, and
pepper-sprayed dozens of other people, and arrested 34.

Encampment residents and their supporters were peacefully standing their ground that day,
painting signs and having a barbeque. Residents refused to leave because they had nowhere
else to go. At least 24 people lived at the Lamport encampment before the eviction. Almost all
are still living outside, scattered to other parks in the city.

Some encampment residents wanted to move into shelters, but the City's own data shows it
doesn't have enough beds to meet the demand. Many others have recently lived in the shelter
system, but they returned to sleeping outside because they felt safer in encampments.

People at Lamport wanted permanent housing. The City had none to offer.

We have hosted City officials in encampments to speak with residents. We have made phone
calls, sent emails, signed petitions, and given deputations at City Council meetings. We wrote a
public letter that detailed the human rights abuses in the City’s approach to encampments, and
laid out a humane alternative framework.

Instead, the City seriously injured and psychologically traumatized scores of people, displaced
encampment residents, and destroyed thousands of dollars worth of tents, bikes, phones,
furniture, medical supplies, and other personal possessions.

The City of Toronto has tried to hide the truth by limiting press access and by attacking and
arresting reporters at clearings. They call the evictions "reasonable, firm, but compassionate."
They claim to make housing offers, even though almost no one is getting housed. They claim to
store residents' belongings, but then people find their possessions in a dumpster.

John Tory says the City clears encampments because they are unsafe. But at evictions across
Toronto, they have shown that safety is the least of their concerns. They are brutalizing people
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indiscriminately, including the residents of encampments. Tory has compared what happened at
Lamport to the previous day’s eviction at Alexandra Park, saying the former was only violent
because of the presence of protesters. This ignores the reality that forced displacement is in
itself violent.

Meanwhile, Tory is also refusing to intervene in one of the worst mass residential eviction crises
the city has ever seen. His mayoralty threatens the safety of communities across every ward.

Shoving houseless people from park to park is not a solution. Hiring security to guard the grass
is not a solution. Toronto should be run for the people who live here, not the real estate
investors who force us out. John Tory must resign now.

Our demands:

e John Tory’s immediate resignation for the violence he has inflicted on working class
people in this city;

e End encampment evictions: repeal the bylaws criminalizing people who reside in parks
until they leave on their own terms to permanent housing they deem safe and
accessible;

e Drop the provincial and criminal charges against everyone arrested at encampment
evictions, including at Lamport Stadium, and in the aftermath outside 14 division on July
21st, 2021;

e Adopt the recommendations made by the Toronto Drop-In Network in “A Path Forward”.

SIGNATORIES ON FOLLOWING PAGE

If you'd like to add your name or your organization’s name to this list, please email

parkdaleesn@gmail.com.
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Institutions and organizations:

ALAB Resource Clinic

Apiecalypse Now

Butterfly - Asian and Migrant Sex Workers
Support Network

Bike Brigade

Canada-Philippines Solidarity Organization -
Toronto

Climate Justice Durham

Climate Justice Toronto

Communist Party of Canada

Community Fridges TO

Community Justice Collective

CPT - Turtle Island Solidarity Network
The Disability Justice Network of Ontario
Doctors for Defunding Police
Encampment Support Network - Parkdale
Encampment Support Network - Scadding
Court

Encampment Support Network - Little Norway
Park/Cherry Beach

Encampment Support Network - Moss Park
Encampment Support Network - Trinity
Bellwoods

FoodShare Toronto

Fridays for Future Toronto

Friends of Chinatown

Friends of Kensington Market

Grip Films Inc.

Hamilton Encampment Support Network
Health Providers Against Poverty

Jane Finch Action Against Poverty
Kensington Tenants Network

Midwifery and Toronto Community Health -
SRCHC

The More Cooperative Housing Collective
Movement Defence Committee of the Law
Union of Ontario

Naturopathic Doctors for Environmental and
Social Trust

No Pride in Policing Coalition

OISE Student Collective

Old Growth Press

Ontario Coalition Against Poverty
Palestinian Youth Movement - Montreal
Chapter

Parkdale Community Legal Clinic

The Parkdale People's Economy

People’s Defence

PERENNIAL.WORK

Shelter Housing & Justice Network

South Asian Allyship Network

South Riverdale Community Health Centre
SpekWork Studios

The Spring Socialist Network

SURJ Toronto (Showing Up for Racial
Justice)

This Way Up Collective

Toronto Indigenous Harm Reduction
Toronto Tiny Shelters

TOparks: Housing not Violence

Toronto Restaurant Workers’ Relief Fund
The Weekly Rant

Young Communist League of Canada -
Dorise Nielsen Club

Young Communist League of Canada - Fred
Rose Club

Individuals:

Abigail Adams-Gopsill
Adam Golding
Adrian Vetis

Joseph Feeney
Joyce Rankin
Joseph Davede




Adriane Hunter
Aicha Diop

Alex Mlynek

Alex Moore
Alexander Jackson
Alexis Ballem

Alisa Gayle

Alisha Davidson
Aliya Pabani
Alykhan Pabani
Alyse Ediger
Alyssa Scanga
Amber Booth-Keffer
Amy Weinrieb
Andrea Laing
Andrew Dychuck
Angeli Humilde
Anjuli Rahaman
Anupa Mistry
Arianne “A E” Persaud
Ariel Freeman-Fawcett
Arielle Sugarman
Ashley Culver
Ashley Watson
Astrid Mrkich

Atia Hag

Audrey Bankley

Avi Kaur Cheema - Community Clinic Lawyer
Barbara Nunes Silva
Bernice Couto
Brady MacKinnon
Briar Latam

Caitlin Young

Calla Moya
Candice Cassano
Carina Chan
Catherine Bluemke
Catherine Brasch
Chris

Christina Politis
Christine Bélanger
Christine Demore
Chuck Hammell

Justin Belair-Hickey
Julia Nadeau

Julia Wittmann

Julie Malian

Julio Gonzalez

Kai Butterfield

Kat Estacio

Katie Emery

Kieran Adams
Kenny Boothby
Krisna Saravanamuttu
Kristina lleana Koski
Krystyn McGill

Kyla Platsis

Laura McCoy

Laura Paolini

Lily Nourmansouri
Linda Gallant

Lisa Gallagher
Leyla Goka

Lorraine Lam - Sanctuary Toronto
Marianna Reis
Marietta Pinto
Marisa Gallemit
Mary King

Matthew Roy

Maya Goodwill

Max Cotter
Mckenzie Mitchell
Melissa Goldstein
Melody Alderton-Ballik
Michael DeForge
Michael Rancic
Mika Wee

Milo Melanson

MJ Cully

Muna Nur

Muxubo Mohamed
Nabila Nashid
Nahum Mann
Nathaniel Hanula-James
Nawang Tsomo
Nicholas Pittman




Cleopatria Peterson
Cole Mitchell

Corey David

Cotey Pope

Craig Fahner

Daniel Rotsztain
Danielle Mitrovi¢

David Shellnutt - The Biking Lawyer LLP
Delaney McCartan
Desmond Cole

Doug Johnson Hatlem - Sanctuary Toronto
Elliott Tilleczek, University of Toronto
Emma Dinning

Emma Hyslop

Emerson Maxwell
Emilie Hardie

Ennis Esmer

Erickson Anupol

Erika Wharton-Shukster
Frank Cox-O'Connell
Galen Milne-Hines
Galen Woods

Gary Kinsman

Gillian Goerz

Greg Cook - Qutreach Worker
Gru

Hailie Tattrie

Hannah Donegan

Hera Schlagintweit

lan Liujia Tian

Jack Carr

Jake Goldsbie

James Deutschland
Jane Lee

Jane Morris

Jason Smithson

Jay Watts

Jayme Carter

Jessica Neill

Jen Evans

Jen Bundock

Jenna Strautman
Jennifer Jewell

Nikita Larter

Nicco Green
Nicholas Di Genova
Nico Elliott-Armstrong
Noelle Sawchuk
Paige Homme

Paige Kreps

Paul Parillo

Peter Cohen

Peter W. Thomson
Rachel Nielsen
Rebecca Madrid
Riley Hannigan

Rob Lawson

Ron Rudnicki
rosalind hampton
Ross Gillard
Sadiyah Jamal
Saida Rios

Sam Cotter

Sam Filipenko
Samuel Mason
Sanjana Singh
Sarah Kolasky
Sasha Tate-Howarth
Sebastian Decter
Sierra Holder

Skyler Williams
Sorren Isler
Shannon Giannitsopoulou
Sharon Taylor
Sheila Pinto

Simon Beairsto - Sanctuary Toronto
Sinead Petrasek
Sonny Mallory
Stacey Morton
Stephanie Cianchino
Stephanie Sampson
Stephanie Tacit
Stephany Doucette - MT, OCT
Steven Conway
Steven Foster
Susan Gibson




Jesse Laderoute
Jesse Locke
Jesse Upton
Jessica Chandrashekar- J. Chandra Law
Jo Price

Jocelyn Reynolds
Jonathan Carroll
Jonathan Greene
Jon Aston

Jonna Li

Jordan Campbell

Tess Degenstein
Thomas Foth

Thea Prescod - Sanctuary Toronto

Trevor Miller
Trish Starling
Tyler Quincy Yan
Valentin Brown
Vanessa Barnier
Vida Beyer
Vivian Rosas
Wafa Ktaech




