
This Tiny Island Nation is Leading in Water Conservation 
Singapore is Putting the U.S. to Shame with Water Conservation 
 
Dek: The city-state is pushing to reduce its water usage further by 2020 
Jingles, superhero cartoons and desalination all mjhjhjkhjkjhjused to help the country’s water 
supply 
 
By Meredith Rutland Bauer 
 
Photo options: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jirka_matousek/9220286695/in/photolist-f3Lo1g-qn9hrt-p3AhfU-n
NiBN3-sqqpKR-jz67Dn-aMXjeP-aGV9Mr-sqfLXs-ecemUZ-gXyxGZ-nMbSKu-s8RaeU-bvVtj7-eM
rmLh-eDz1iS-fS9XhN-oaZxwi-nv77ex-e4ffX5-4UtULk-e97gsd-bsY4SF-BpWZG-dBjhzv-b82Ksi-6
cq4we-oaibHC-Hrc6vk-rA4oeU-jBym3m-eMfris-sfBCit-6jRnyv-aygcEK-a8CxSs-f41G7f-5Mbo2f-c
DVABY-f3LDyt-bsrvv4-bsXXW4-f42av5-bsXZGz-a46qU8-nVVwFD-j3C6ic-cH7DtU-f41Gm9-e7k
5Yp 
 
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZcCAkWT7df4&feature=youtu.be 
 
Water conservation is becoming a key issue across the globe, even in areas that aren’t stricken 
with drought. Even though more countries are taking notice, one tiny country is putting much of 
the world to shame by stepping up their water saving methods. 
 
Singapore, the island business hub south of Malaysia, says it has implemented a massive 
water-saving strategy that aims to cut the country’s water use from 151 liters per person a day 
to 147 liters by 2020—or almost 40 gallons per person a day to about 38.8 gallons. 
 
To put that into perspective, the average U.S. family of four uses 400 gallons of water per day, 
according to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 
 
“Water demand in Singapore is currently about 430 million gallons a day,” the country’s water 
conservation website states. “This could likely double by 2060 with the non-domestic sector 
accounting for about 70% of the water demand.” 
  
The country is relying on catching rainwater, recycled water, imported water and desalination to 
keep taps flowing. But water conservation is a big part of it, the nation’s water ministry said. 
 
That includes TV commercials reminding residents to take five-minute showers, cartoon 
characters that urge children to “save water” like superheros saving a city from disaster, and 
radio jingles encouraging people to “be a water saver.” 
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“Singapore is a small island. We do not have aquifers or groundwater. We rely on rain as a 
source of water but we cannot afford to use large areas of land to collect and store rainwater,” 
Singapore’s Ministry of the Environment and Water Resources states on its website. 
 
“To overcome these limitations, we strive to be as efficient and innovative as possible to ensure 
that we have enough to meet our needs.” 

http://www.mewr.gov.sg/topic/water-conservation

