
 

AP UNIT 
GUIDES 

AP UNIT SECTIONS AP TEXTBOOK 
CHAPTERS 

AP TEXTBOOK CHAPTER 
SECTIONS 

AP Practice/ 
Summative 

Unit I:  
Period 
1:  
1491 - 
1607 
 
4-6% 
Weight 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.1 Context 
1.2: Native Americans 
Societies Before European 
Contact 
1.3: European Exploration 
in the Americas 
1.4: Columbian Exchange, 
Spanish Exploration and 
Conquest 
1.5: Labor, Slavery, and  
Caste in the Spanish 
Colonial System 
1.6: Cultural Interactions 
between Europeans, 
Native Americans, and 
Afriacans 
1.7 Causation   

Chapter 1: 
Colliding 
Worlds 1491 - 
1600 
Summer 
 
 
 
Chapter 2: 
American 
Experiments 
1521-1700 
Summer 
 

1: Native American 
Experience 
2: Western Europe: The 
Edge of Old Worlds 
3: West and Central Africa: 
Origins of the Slave Trade 
4: Exploration and Conquest 
 
1: Spain’s Tribute Colonies 
2: Plantation Colonies 
3: Neo-European Colonies 
4: Instability, War, and 
Rebellion 

 

Unit II:  
Period 
2:  
1607 - 
1754  
 
6-8% 
Weight 
 

2.1 Context 
2.2 European Colonization 
2.3 The Regions of British 
Colonies 
2.4 Transatlantic Trade 
2.5 Interactions Between 
American Indians and 
Euopreans 
2.6 Slavery in the British 
Colonies 
2.7 Colonial Society and 
Culture 

Chapter 3: The 
British Atlantic 
World 1607 - 
1750 
Summer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter 4: 
Growth, 
Diversity, and 
Conflict 1720 - 
1763 
Summer 
 
First week of 
school we will go 
over Periods 1 & 
2. (8/28 to 8/31) 

1: Colonies to Empire 1607 - 
1713 
2: Imperial Wars and Native 
Peoples 
3: The Imperial Slave 
Economy 
4: The Northern Maritime 
Economy 
5: The New Politics of 
Empire 1713- 1750  
 
1: New England’s Freehold 
Society 
2: Diversity in the Middle 
Colonies 
3: Commerce, Culture, and 
Identity 
4: The Midcentury 
Challenge: War, Trade, and 
Social Conflict 1750 - 1763 

 

Unit III:  
Period 
3:  
1754 - 
1800 
 
10-17% 

3.1 Context 
3.2 The French and Indian 
War 
3.3 Taxation without 
representation 
3.4 Philosophical 
Foundations of the 

Chapter 5: The 
Problem of 
Empire 1754 - 
1776 
9/5 to 9/8 
(Labor Day)  
 

1: An Empire Transformed 
2: Dynamics of Rebellion 
1765-1770 
3: Road to Independence 
1771-1776 
4: Violence East and West 
 

 



Weight 
 
 

American Revolution 
3.5 The American 
Revolution 
3.6 The Influence of 
Revolutionary Ideals 
3.7 The Articles of 
Confederation 
3.8 The Constitutional 
Convention and Debates 
over Ratification 
3.9 The Constitution 
3.10 Shaping a New 
Republic 
3.11 Developing an 
American Identity 
3.12 Movement in the 
Early Republic 

Chapter 6: 
Making War and 
Republican 
Governments 
9/11 to 9/15 
 
Chapter 7: 
Hammering Out 
a Federal 
Republic 
1787-1820 
9/18 to 9/22 
 
Period 3 PBL 
Review Project 
9/25 to 9/29 

1: Trials of War 1776-1778 
2: Path to Victory 1778-1783 
3: Creating Republican 
Institutions 1776 - 1787 
4: Constitution 1787 
 
1: A political crisis of the 
1790s 
2: Republican Empire is 
Born 
3: The War of 1812 and 
Transformation of Politics 
 
Trial of James Madison 

Unit IV: 
Period 
4:  
1800 - 
1848  
 
10-17% 
Weight 
 
 

4.1  Context 
4.2: Rise of Political 
Parties 
4.3: Politics and Regional 
Interests 
4.4: America on the World 
Stage 
4.5: Market Revolution: 
Industrialization 
4.6: Market Revolution: 
Society and Culture 
4.7: Expanding Democracy 
4.8: Jackson and Federal 
Power 
4.9: Development of an 
American Culture 
4.10: Second Great 
Awakening 
4.11: Age of Reform 
4.12: African Americans in 
the Early Republic 
4.13: Society of the South 
in Early Republic 

Chapter 8: 
Economic 
Transformation
s 1800-1848 
10/2 to 10/6 
(Textbook: Ch. 9) 
 
 
Chapter 9: 
Democratic 
Revolution 
1800-1848 
10/10 to 10/13 
(Columbus Day) 
 
Chapter 10: 
Religion, 
Reform, and 
Culture 1820 - 
1848 
10/16 to 10/20 
 
Period 4 PBL 
Review Project 
10/23 to 10/27  

1: Foundations of a New 
Economic Order 
2: Cotton Complex 
3: Technological Innovation 
and Labor 
4: New Social Classes and 
Cultures 
 
1: Rise of Popular Politics 
2: Jackson in Power 1829 - 
1837 
3: Class, Culture, and 
Second Party System 
 
 
1: Spiritual Awakenings 
2: Urban Cultures and 
Conflicts 
3: African Americans and 
the Struggle for Freedom 
4: Women’s Right 
Movement 
 
Period 4 SuperHero  

 

Unit V:  
Period 
5: 
1844-18
77 
 
10-17% 
Weight 

5.1 Context 
5.2 Manifest Destiny 
5.3 Mexican-American War 
5.4 Compromise of 1850 
5.5 Sectional Conflict: 
Regional Difference 
5.6: Failure of Compromise 
5.7: Election of 1860 and 

Chapter 11: 
Imperial 
Ambitions 1820 
- 1848 
10/30 to 11/3 
 
Chapter 12: 
Sectional 

1: Expanding South 
2: African American World 
3: Manifest Destiny 
4: US and Mexico War 
1846-48 
 
1: A Divisive War 1844 - 
1850 

 



 
 

Secession 
5.8: Military Conflict in Civil 
War 
5.9: Government Policies 
during the Civil War 
5.10 Reconstruction 
5.11 Failure of 
Reconstruction 

Conflict and 
Crisis 1844 - 
1861 
11/6 to 11/9 
(Veteran’s Day) 
 
 
 
Chapter 13: 
Bloody Ground: 
The Civil War 
1861 - 1865 
11/13 to 11/17 
 
Chapter 14: 
Reconstruction 
1865 - 1877 
11/20, 11/21   
 
Continue 
Chapter 14 
11/27 to 12/1 
 
 
Period 5 PBL 
Review Project 
12/4 to 12/8  

2: The End of the Second 
Party System 1850 - 1858 
3: Lincoln and Republican 
Triumph 1858 - 1860 
4: Secession Winter 1860 - 
61 
 
 
1: War begins 1861-62 
2: Toward “Hard War” 1863 
3: Road to Union Victory 
1864-65 
 
 
1: Struggle for National 
Reconstruction 
2: Meaning of Freedom 
3: Undoing of 
Reconstruction  
 
 
 
 
 
Smithsonian Museum  

Unit VI:  
Period 
6:  
1865 - 
1898 
 
10-17% 
Weight 
 
 

6.1 Context 
6.2: Westward Expansion: 
Economic 
6.3: Westward Expansion: 
Social and Cultural 
Development 
6.4: The New South 
6.5: Technological 
Innovation 
6.6: Industrial Capitalism 
6.7: Labor in the Gilded 
Age 
6.8: Immigration and 
Migration in the Gilded Age 
6.9: Responses to 
Immigration in the Gilded 
Age 
6.10: Development of the 
Middle Class 
6.11: Reform in the Gilded 
Age 
6.12: Constrovieries on the 
role of Government in the 
Gilded Age 

Chapter 15: 
Conquering a 
Continent 1860 
- 1890 
12/11-12/15 
 
Chapter 16: 
Industrial 
America: 
Corporations 
and Conflicts 
1877 - 1911 
12/18 to 12/22 
 
Chapter 17: 
Making Modern 
American 
Culture 1800 - 
1917 
1/2 to 1/5 
 
Chapter 18: The 
RIse and 
Reform of 

1: Republican Vision 
2. Incorporating the West 
3: Native Peoples 
Dispossessed 
 
 
1: Rise of Big Business 
2: Immigrants 
3: Labor Gets Organized 
 
 
 
 
 
1: Science and Faith 
2: Commerce and Culture 
3: Women, Men, and Self 
 
 
 
 
1: New Metropolis 
2: Governing the Great City 
3: Crucibles of Progressive 

 



6.13: Politics in the Gilded 
Age 
 

Industrializatio
n 
1/8 to 1/12 
 
Period 6 PBL 
Review Project 
1/16 to 1/19 

Reform  
 
 
 
Trial of Andrew Carnegie 

Unit VII:  
Period 
7:  
1890 - 
1945 
 
10-17% 
Weight 
 

7.1 Context 
7.2: Imperialism: Debates 
7.3: Spanish-American 
War 
7.4: Progressives 
7.5: WWI: Military and 
Diplomacy 
7.6: WWI: HomeFront 
7.7: 1920s: Innovations in 
communication and 
technology 
7.8: 1920s: Cultural and 
Political Controversies  
7.9: Great Depression 
7.10: New Deal 
7.11: Interwar Foreign 
Policy 
7.12: WWII: Mobilization 
7.13: WWII: Military 
7.14: Postwar Diplomacy 

Chapter 19: 
Whose 
Government? 
Politics, 
Populists, and 
Progressives 
1880 -1917 
1/22 to 1/26 
 
 
Chapter 20: An 
Emerging 
World Power 
1890 - 1918 
1/29 to 2/2 
 
 
Chapter 21: 
Unsettles 
Prosperity: 
From War to 
Depression 
1919-1932 
2/5 to 2/9 
 
 
Chapter 22: 
Managing the 
Great 
Depression, 
Forging the 
New Deal 1929 - 
1938 
2/12 to 2/16 
 
 
 
Chapter 23: The 
World at War 
1937 - 1945 
2/19 to 2/23 
 
 
 

1: Reform Visions: 
1880-1982 
2: Political Earthquake of 
the 1890s 
3: Reform Reshaped 1901 - 
1912 
4: Wilson and New Freedom 
1913-1917 
 
 
1: Expansion to Imperialism 
2: A Power Among Powers 
3: US in WWI 
4: Catastrophe at Versailles  
 
 
 
1: Resurgent Conservatism 
2: Making a Modern 
Consumer Economy 
3: Politics and Culture of a 
Diversifying Nation 
4: The Coming of the Great 
Depression 
 
 
1: Early Responses to the 
Great Depression 1929 
-1932 
2: The New Deal arrives 
1933 -1935 
3: Second New Deal and 
Redefining of Liberalism 
1935 - 1938 
4: New Deal and American 
Society 
 
1: Road to War 
2: Organizing for a Global 
War 
3: Life on the Home Front 
4: Fighting and Winning the 
War 
 

 



Period 7 PBL 
Review Project 
3/4 to 3/8 
 

Period 7 Dinner Party  

Unit VIII: 
Period 
8:  
1945 - 
1980 
 
10-17% 
Weight 
 
 

8.1 Context 
8.2: The Cold War from 
1945 to 1980 
8.3: Red Scare 
8.4: Economy after 1945 
8.5: Culture after 1945 
8.6: Early Steps in Civil 
Rights Movement (1940s, 
1950s) 
8.7: America as a World 
Power 
8.8: Vietnam War 
8.9: Great Society 
8.10: African American 
Civil Rights Movement 
(1960s) 
8.11: Civil Rights 
Movement Expands 
8.12: Youth Culture of the 
1960s 
8.13: Environment and 
Natural Resources from 
1968 to 1980 
8.14: Society in Transition 

Chapter 24: 
Cold War 
America 1945 - 
1963 
3/11 to 3/15 
 
Chapter 25: 
Triumph of the 
Middle Class 
1945 - 1952 
3/18 to 3/22 
 
Chapter 26: 
Walking into 
Freedom Land: 
The Civil Rights 
Movement 1941 
- 1973 
3/25 to 3/29 
 
Chapter 27 
Uncivil Wars: 
Liberal Crisis 
and 
Conservative 
Rebirth 
4/1 to 4/5 
 
Chapter 28: The 
Search for 
Order in an Era 
of Limits 1973 - 
1980 
4/8 to 4/12 
 
Period 8 PBL 
Review Project 
4/15 to 4/19 

1: Containment in a Divided 
Global Order 
2: Cold War Liberalism 
3: Containment in the 
Postcolonial World 
 
1: Postwar Prosperity and 
Affluent Society 
2: American Family in the 
Era of Containment 
3: A Suburban Nation 
 
1: The Emerging Civil Rights 
Struggles 1941 - 1957 
2: Forging a Protest 
Movement 1955 - 1965 
3: Beyond Civil Rights 1966 
- 1973 
 
 
1: Liberalism at High Tide 
2: Vietnam War Begins 
3: Days of Rage 1968 - 
1972 
4: Rise of the Silent Majority 
 
 
 
1: An Era of Limits 
2: Politics in Flux 1973 - 
1980 
3: Reform and Reaction in 
the 1970s 
4: American Family on Trial 
 
EDU Game or Online 
Textbook PBL  

 

Unit IX:  
Period 
9:  
1980 - 
Present 
 
4-6% 
Weight 

9.1 Context 
9.2: Reagan and 
Conservatism 
9.3: End of the Cold War 
9.4: A Changing Economy 
9.5: Migration and 
Immigration in the 1990s 
and 2000s 

Chapter 29: 
Conservative 
America in the 
Ascent 1980 - 
1991 
4/29 to 5/3 
 
Chapter 30: 
Controlling 

1: Rise of New Right 
2. Dawning of the 
Conservative Age 
3: End of the Cold War 
 
 
 
1: American in the Global 

 



 
 

9.6: Challenges of 21st 
Century 

Global & National 
Dilemmas 1989 
to present 
4/29 to 5/3 

Economy 
2: Politics and Partisanship 
in a Contentious Era 
3: Into a New Century  

REVIEW 
for AP 
EXAM 
 

Review week 5/6 to 5/9 Friday 5/10  
AP EXAM 8AM 

AP Period Review Videos  

 


