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In the heart of Porto, Portugal,  a place exists—Livraria Lello & Irmão. This extraordinary 

bookstore, housed in a neo-gothic building from 1906, has captured the hearts of visitors for 

over a century. With its stunning wood-paneled interiors, a vibrant red staircase, and a glass 

ceiling that seems to reach for the heavens, Livraria Lello has rightfully earned its reputation 

as one of the world’s most beautiful bookstores. 

The moment you step into this literary haven, you’ll be transported back to the 19th century, 

surrounded by a fairy-tale setting that feels like something out of a dream. Its enchanting 

atmosphere has inspired countless visitors, including literary luminaries and artists. For fans 

of the Harry Potter series, the bookstore holds even more allure, thanks to its rumored 

connection to J.K. Rowling’s magical world. 

Livraria Lello is more than just a bookstore—it is a celebration of literature, art, architecture, 

and the enduring power of storytelling. This guide will take you on a journey through its rich 

history, stunning architecture, practical tips for visiting, and its place within Porto’s cultural 



fabric. For more on what to see and do in Porto, check out our Best Things to Do in Porto: 

Top Attractions and Food. 

The History of Livraria Lello: A Legacy of Literary Excellence 

 

Livraria Lello’s story begins long before the iconic building we know today. In 1869, a 

bookstore called Livraria Internacional de Ernesto Chardron was established in Porto. It 

quickly became a hub for book lovers, writers, and intellectuals. After Chardron’s untimely 

death, the bookstore changed hands several times before being acquired by the Lello 

brothers, José and António Lello, in the early 20th century. 
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The Lello Brothers’ Vision 

The Lello brothers were passionate about books and envisioned a space that would not only 

sell literature but also celebrate it as an art form. To bring their dream to life, they 

commissioned Francisco Xavier Esteves, a Portuguese engineer known for his innovative 

designs, to create a building that would be as inspiring as the works it housed. The result 

was a masterpiece of neo-gothic architecture, blending elements of Art Nouveau and Art 

Deco styles. 

The Grand Opening 

On January 13, 1906, Livraria Lello opened its doors to the public, immediately garnering 

acclaim for its stunning design and ambitious vision. Over the years, it became a cultural 

landmark, hosting literary events and serving as a gathering place for Porto’s intellectual 

elite. Its shelves have held works by some of Portugal’s most celebrated authors, including 

Eça de Queirós, whose novels remain beloved to this day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Architectural Marvel: A Feast for the Eyes 

The Exterior: A Neo-Gothic Gem 

From the moment you approach Livraria Lello on Rua das Carmelitas, its striking façade 

captures your attention. Designed in the neo-gothic style, the exterior features intricate 

bas-reliefs and sculptural details that hint at the wonders inside. The words “Lello & Irmão” 

are proudly displayed above the entrance, alongside artistic depictions of Art and Science, 

symbolizing the dual pursuits the bookstore champions. 

The color palette of the façade, dominated by whites and light greys, contrasts beautifully 

with the surrounding streets, making it a focal point of the area. 

The Interior: A Literary Cathedral 

 

Stepping inside Livraria Lello is like entering a dream. The interiors are adorned with richly 
carved wood paneling, creating an atmosphere of warmth and elegance. The ground floor 



is lined with tall, wooden bookshelves that stretch to the ceiling, filled with books of every 

genre and size. 

One of the most iconic features is the stained-glass skylight above, which bathes the 

space in natural light. The skylight bears the inscription “Decus in Labore” (“Dignity in 

Work”), a nod to the values of dedication and craftsmanship. 

The Iconic Red Staircase 

At the heart of the bookstore lies its most photographed feature—the red staircase. This 

vibrant, double-helix staircase is a masterpiece of design, with intricate detailing on its 

balustrades and steps. The bright red color contrasts with the wooden interiors, drawing the 

eye and creating a sense of whimsy. The staircase not only connects the two floors but also 

serves as a central element that ties the entire space together. 

The Ceiling and Lighting 

The ceiling is a work of art in itself, with intricate plasterwork and gilded accents. The 

interplay of light from the skylight above and the carefully placed lamps creates a magical 

ambiance, making visitors feel as though they’ve stepped into another world. 

The Harry Potter Connection: Fact or Fiction? 

One of the most enduring legends about Livraria Lello is its connection to the Harry Potter 

series. While living in Porto in the early 1990s, J.K. Rowling was an English teacher and a 

frequent visitor to the city’s cafés and landmarks. It is widely speculated that her visits to 

Livraria Lello inspired elements of the Harry Potter universe, particularly the design of 

Hogwarts Library and the moving staircases. 

Although Rowling herself has neither confirmed nor denied these claims, the rumor has only 

added to the bookstore’s mystique. Today, it is a pilgrimage site for Potterheads, many of 

whom come dressed in Hogwarts robes to pay homage to what they see as the birthplace of 

magic. 

 

 

 

 



What to Expect During Your Visit 

Tickets and Admission 

To manage the influx of visitors, Livraria Lello now requires an entrance ticket. The cost is €8 

(approximately £6.73), which is refundable with the purchase of a book. This price is 

accurate as of 28/01/2025, but it is always a good idea to check for updates on the official 
website or nearby kiosks. Due to its popularity, it is highly recommended to buy tickets in 

advance, especially during peak tourist seasons. 

Operating Hours 

Livraria Lello is open from 9:00 AM to 7:30 PM, Monday through Saturday. It is closed on 

Sundays. Arriving early or late in the day can help you avoid the busiest crowds. 

Exploring the Bookstore 

Once inside, take your time to explore both floors of the bookstore. The ground floor offers a 

wide selection of books, including Portuguese literature, international bestsellers, and rare 

editions. The mezzanine level provides a quieter space to browse and admire the 

architecture. 

Nearby Attractions: Making the Most of Your Visit 

Livraria Lello is perfectly situated in Porto’s historic center, surrounded by some of the city’s 

most iconic landmarks. Here are a few must-visit spots within walking distance: 

1.​ Clérigos Church and Tower (86 meters): Climb the tower for panoramic views of 

Porto’s skyline. 

2.​ São Bento Railway Station (359 meters): Admire the stunning azulejo tile murals 

that depict scenes from Portuguese history. 

3.​ Porto Cathedral (Sé do Porto) (496 meters): A Romanesque-Gothic masterpiece 

with breathtaking views of the Douro River. 

4.​ Praça da Liberdade (281 meters): A bustling square that connects Porto’s historic 

and modern districts. 
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Insider Tips for Visitors 

1.​ Arrive Early: Beat the crowds by visiting right when the bookstore opens. 

2.​ Photography Tips: While photography is allowed, avoid using flash and be mindful 

of others. 

3.​ Combine with a Tour: Consider joining a walking tour of Porto that includes Livraria 

Lello as a highlight. 

4.​ Explore Local Cafés: After your visit, relax at a nearby café like Café Majestic, 

another iconic Porto landmark. 

Explore more unique activities in Porto Apart from the Library 

1. Porto Wine Tasting Experience with Portuguese Cheese & Ham Plate 

 

Overview​
Immerse yourself in the exquisite flavors of Porto with this curated wine-tasting 
experience in a stunning Orangerie or lush garden setting. Guided by experts, you'll explore 

the richness of Douro Valley wines, sampling an array of vintages and styles. 

●​ Wine Selection:​
Enjoy five carefully chosen tasting glasses (50ml each), featuring two Douro Whites, 
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a Rosé, and two distinctive Douro Reds. End your journey with a tasting of a Douro 

White or Tawny Port (30ml). 

●​ Gastronomic Pairing:​
A delectable plate of local Portuguese cheeses, cured ham, crackers, and 

homemade jams complements the wines, enhancing your tasting experience. 

After the formal tasting session, you're welcome to relax, soak in the ambiance, and order 

additional wines, ports, or tapas at an extra cost. 

Sample Menu 

●​ Tapas Plate: Local cheeses, Portuguese cured ham, biscuits, and jam. 

●​ Wines for Tasting: 
○​ Douro White 

○​ Douro Reserva White 

○​ Rosé 

○​ Douro Red 

○​ Organic or Reserva Red 

●​ Port Tasting: Douro White Porto 

What’s Included 

●​ Tapas Plate with curated cheeses and cured ham. 

●​ 5 x 50ml wine tastings. 

●​ 1 x 30ml Porto Branco tasting. 

●​ Expert-led presentation on the wines and their origins. 

What’s Not Included 

●​ Transport to/from the tasting location (optional add-on available). 

●​ Gratuities. 

Meeting Point​
The Orangerie @ Boutique Maison Canto De Luz, Rua do Almada 539, Porto. 

 

 

 



 

2. Chef-Led Market Tour & Portuguese Tapas Class with Wine 

 

Overview​
Dive into Porto’s culinary heritage with a hands-on cooking adventure. This experience 

combines a guided tour of the iconic Mercado do Bolhão and an interactive cooking class 

where you'll prepare traditional Portuguese Tapas, known locally as "Tapiscos." 

●​ Starter – Market Tour:​
Begin your journey with a visit to Mercado do Bolhão, where you’ll source fresh, 

high-quality ingredients. After a short 10-minute walk to the kitchen at Boutique 

Maison Canto De Luz, unwind with a Barista-style coffee and a freshly baked Pastel 

de Nata. 

●​ Main Course – Cooking Workshop:​
Learn the art of crafting authentic Portuguese dishes. Under the guidance of an 

experienced chef, you’ll create classic tapas dishes step by step, blending tradition 

with modern techniques. 

●​ Dessert – A Culinary Celebration:​
Enjoy the delicious dishes you’ve prepared with your fellow participants, paired with a 



crisp glass of Douro Valley wine. Additional wine can be purchased to complement 

your meal. 

●​ Takeaway:​
Every participant leaves with a recipe goodie bag and a small bottle of Aguardiente to 

replicate the experience at home. Share the magic of Porto’s cuisine with friends and 

family by flame-grilling chorizo or crafting other tapas dishes. 

Sample Menu​
Menus vary seasonally but may include: 

●​ Flame-Grilled Chorizo 

●​ Fresh Clams in White Wine and Lemon Sauce 

●​ Cod Fish Pancakes 

●​ Vegetarian/Vegan Plates 

●​ Traditional Portuguese Coffee with Leche de Dulce Dessert 

What’s Included 

●​ Market tour at Mercado do Bolhão. 

●​ Hands-on cooking workshop. 

●​ Barista coffee with a Pastel de Nata. 

●​ Full lunch featuring dishes prepared during the class, accompanied by a glass of 

Douro Valley wine. 

●​ Recipe goodie bag and travel-friendly Aguardente bottle for flame grilling. 

What’s Not Included 

●​ Customizations to the menu. 

●​ Gratuities. 

●​ Pick-up and drop-off (optional add-on available). 

Meeting Point​
The corner between Manteigaria and Leitaria Quinta do Paço – Chef will be wearing a 

Chef’s Hat. 

These unique activities not only offer a taste of Porto’s rich wine and culinary heritage but 

also provide immersive experiences that are both educational and indulgent. Whether you're 

savoring fine wines in a serene garden or creating traditional dishes in a professional 

kitchen, these experiences promise lasting memories of your time in Porto. 



Book a place to stay in Porto 

 

Canto de Luz is not just a boutique hotel—it's a luxurious retreat that captures the charm and 

soul of Porto. Nestled in the heart of the city, this boutique guesthouse offers a unique blend 

of modern luxury and authentic Portuguese hospitality, perfect for an unforgettable stay. 

Why Choose Canto de Luz? 

1.​ A Home Away From Home:​
Canto de Luz has been lovingly restored to create an atmosphere that feels less like 

a hotel and more like staying in a luxury home with friends. The property combines 

French design flair with local character, offering an unparalleled level of comfort and 

charm. 

2.​ Prime Location in Porto:​
Situated in the heart of Porto’s old town, the hotel is just a short walk from iconic 

attractions like the Mercado de Bolhão, Ribeira, and Clérigos Tower. Despite its 

central location, the hotel is tucked away from bustling streets, providing a serene 

and peaceful environment. 

3.​ Luxurious Amenities: 



○​ Heated Outdoor Saltwater Pool: Relax after a day of sightseeing in the 

newly introduced saltwater pool. 

○​ Private Villas: Choose from the exclusive Duplex Garden Villas or Villa 

Almada, which features a private pool for a truly lavish experience. 

○​ Fabulous Breakfast: Guests rave about the daily changing, homemade, 

organic breakfast sourced from Porto’s freshest ingredients. 

4.​ Unique Accommodation Options: 
○​ Maison Suites: Enjoy city views or garden balconies in these tranquil suites, 

ideal for couples or small families. 

○​ Studio Apartments: Fully equipped with kitchens and washer/dryers for 

longer stays or urban retreats. 

○​ Duplex Garden Retreat Villas: A one-bedroom luxury haven with private 

patios and lush garden views. 

○​ Two-Bedroom Urban Retreat Apartment: Perfect for families, offering a 

private patio and ample space. 

○​ Luxury Villa Almada: A two-bedroom villa with a Pool for the ultimate in 

exclusivity. 

     Book Your Stay at Canto del Luz Now 
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