
Blockchain Literature Review Process 
To master the current situation and trend of Blockchain and its security research 

in recent years, based on the above research questions, we carry out a literature review 

in the field of blockchain and its security[1]. 

The whole process can be divided into six stages: pre-preparing, data getting, 

data preprocessing, data filtering, data analysis, and data visualization, as shown in 

Figure 1. 

 

Figure 1  

 

In the pre-preparing stage, the keywords used for searching blockchain and its 

security literature are shown in Figure 2. And when search blockchain security 

literature, we used the NOT conjunction to exclude the blockchain survey to get more 

specific results. 

In the data getting stage, we make some limitations on the data through the 

advanced search, including year, language, and literature type. We set the date range 

of both survey and security articles for 2014-2020 (In 2014, Ethereum issued the first 

smart contract running on the blockchain). The language of the articles is limited for 

English, and the type of literature are limited for conference or journal. 



 

Figure 2 

 

In the manually filtering stage of the filtering stage, we set two-directions 

filtering rules for the articles about the blockchain survey and blockchain security, as 

shown in Table 1, to obtain the most required references as possible. 

The origin and filtered data distribution are shown in Figure 3. 

Figure 3 
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