[en espanol abajo]

November 19, 2021

An open letter to our communities in Jamaica Plain, Roxbury
and our elected officials:

We have all been concerned about the condition of 3127 Washington Street,
also known as the Egleston Square Peace Garden at Washington and School

Streets.
Clear Channel Outdoor, an outdoor advertising company, owns this parcel and

operates a billboard there permitted in 1980. Clear Channel is legally responsible for
the condition of their property. They installed a fence around it beginning around
Thursday, November 11 after receiving pressure to do so from the City of Boston
Inspectional Services Department because of multiple code violations recently
found there.

Seeing this fence stirs up many emotions, including anxiety for people who have
been receiving outreach and services there. Clear Channel leadership has been
sensitive to this, informing Egleston Square Main Street (ESMS) and city and state
officials of their plans to put up a fence several weeks ago. ESMS in turn informed
people who spend time there and the agencies who do outreach there.

Outdoor advertising is regulated at the state level by MassDOT. Since 2019, State
Representative Liz Malia, her staff and Egleston Square Main Street have been

actively engaging with the leadership of Clear Channel Outdoor, with the City of
Boston, and with community groups toward a sustainable, long-term solution.

Clear Channel Outdoor leadership says they wish to see this parcel serve
community needs. Our community is advocating for a transfer of ownership that
would honor Egleston Square’s history, preserve it for public cultural use, and, if it

is to be restored as a park, incorporate designs and planning for renovations and

open space management that Egleston Square Main Street together with our
community has spent over four years developing.



https://goo.gl/maps/h1TWTDfG77SXK7tAA
https://goo.gl/maps/h1TWTDfG77SXK7tAA
https://clearchanneloutdoor.com/
https://app01.cityofboston.gov/AssessingMap/?find=1101329000
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massdot-outdoor-advertising-permit-holders
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massdot-outdoor-advertising-permit-holders
http://comm-org.wisc.edu/papers98/de_jesus.htm
https://vimeo.com/245980386
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1vppvBra3s9GISjbaDnXOABH41FcMFj_o?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1vppvBra3s9GISjbaDnXOABH41FcMFj_o?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1d2-DUHuWLP8RdzapDc2UEDCOg_NMVEbRgOdaAHjgS_w/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1d2-DUHuWLP8RdzapDc2UEDCOg_NMVEbRgOdaAHjgS_w/edit?usp=sharing

The Peace Garden represents decades of rich history, community spirit, hard work,
and community organizing historically led by Latinx, educators, and nonprofits
along with Black and brown youth. The memorial bricks preserve the names of
youth lost to violence. The weather-beaten murals and the garden itself are the
work of youth, artists and educators organizing for peace. The parcel is the only
open green space along the Egleston Square Main Street commercial corridor. It
was a center of community and cultural activity until just a year ago, when the
Covid-19 pandemic exacerbated challenges for public spaces nationwide. It serves
as an MBTA and BPS bus stop and is steps away from three public schools and the
Egleston YMCA Teen Center.

Community organizations and small businesses cared for the space from 1998-July

2021 without financial support from Clear Channel Outdoor, investing an estimated
SIM of in-kind support and cash towards trash and snow removal, landscaping and

gardening, safety improvements, and community programming to deter unsafe use.

This remarkable but unsustainable arrangement has diverted resources away from
other urgent community needs.

We call on everyone who cares about the Egleston Square Peace
Garden to advocate for the future of this space. You can sign a

petition here. This is a rapidly evolving situation. To join with
community members who are organizing and receive important

updates, join Friends of the Egleston Square Peace Garden on
Facebook or email eglestonpeacegarden@gmail.com to receive more

updates.
jAdelante!

Friends of the Egleston Square Peace Garden
Egleston Square Main Street

Greater Egleston High School

Latino Beauty Salon

Egleston Square Neighborhood Association
Alberto’s Hair Styling

Boston Express


http://bostonlocaltv.org/catalog/V_BAON6HSYLLRWC8F
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gPmwgpS4A3U
https://www.northeastern.edu/aias/2017/06/03/egleston-square-peace-garden-2015-2017-freedom-by-design-project/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18_2t9ND3Ix9ITVVZaqcfzQLiv3haTK5d/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18_2t9ND3Ix9ITVVZaqcfzQLiv3haTK5d/view
https://publicartboston.com/content/egleston-peace-garden-murals/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ut8HxrWL1O86nugWwYklojbv0X-LKV5j/view?usp=sharing
https://eglestonsquare.org/recaprfdt2020/
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline/2020/07/23/the-pandemic-has-closed-public-restrooms-and-many-have-nowhere-to-go
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/eglestonsquarepeacegarden/
https://www.massdevelopment.com/news/massdevelopment-awards-commonwealth-places-grant-to-egleston-square-main-street/
https://www.change.org/p/boston-parks-commissioner-ryan-woods-save-the-egleston-square-peace-garden-from-development?redirect=false
https://www.change.org/p/boston-parks-commissioner-ryan-woods-save-the-egleston-square-peace-garden-from-development?redirect=false
https://www.facebook.com/groups/205069536653616
mailto:eglestonpeacegarden@gmail.com
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Una carta abierta a nuestras comunidades en Jamaica
Plain, Roxbury y a nuestros funcionarios electos:

A todos nos ha preocupado la condicion de 3127 Washington Street, también
conocida como Egleston Square Peace Garden en Washington y School Streets.

Clear Channel Outdoor, una empresa de publicidad exterior, es propietaria de esta
parcela y opera una valla publicitaria alli permitida en 1980. Clear Channel es
legalmente responsable del estado de su propiedad. Instalaron una cerca a su
alrededor a partir del jueves 11 de noviembre después de recibir presion para
hacerlo por parte del Departamento de Servicios de Inspeccion de la Ciudad de
Boston debido a multiples violaciones al codigo encontradas recientemente alli.

Ver esta cerca despierta muchas emociones, incluida la ansiedad de las personas
que han estado recibiendo ayuda y servicios alli. El liderazgo de Clear Channel ha
sido sensible a esto, informando a Egleston Square Main Street (ESMS) y a los



funcionarios de la ciudad y el estado de sus planes para colocar una cerca hace
varias semanas. ESMS, a su vez, informo a las personas que pasan tiempo alli y a las
agencias que se comunican alli.

La publicidad exterior esta regulada a nivel estatal por MassDOT. Desde 2019, la
representante estatal Liz Malia, su personal y Egleston Square Main Street se han
comprometido activamente con el liderazgo de Clear Channel Outdoor, con la
ciudad de Boston y con grupos comunitarios hacia una solucion sostenible a largo
plazo.

El liderazgo de Clear Channel Outdoor dice que desean que este terreno sirva a las
necesidades de la comunidad. Nuestra comunidad aboga por una transferencia de
propiedad que honre la historia de Egleston Square, la preserve para uso cultural
publico y, si se va a restaurar como un parque, incorpore disefnios y planificacion
para renovaciones y gestion de espacios abiertos que Egleston Square Main Street
junto con nuestra comunidad ha pasado mas de cuatro afios desarrollandose.

ElJardin de la Paz representa décadas de rica historia, espiritu comunitario, trabajo
arduo y organizacion con liderazgo historicamente latino, inmigrante, de indole
educativo y comunitario junto con jovenes negros y latinos. Los ladrillos
conmemorativos conservan los nombres de los jovenes perdidos por la violencia.
Los murales deteriorados por la intemperie y el jardin en si son obra de jovenes,
artistas y educadores que se organizaron por la paz. La parcela es el inico espacio
verde abierto a lo largo del corredor comercial de Egleston Square Main Street. Fue
un centro de actividad comunitaria y cultural hasta hace apenas un ano, cuando la
pandemia Covid-19 exacerbo los desafios para los espacios publicos en todo el pais.
Sirve como parada de autobtis MBTA y BPS y esta a unos pasos de tres escuelas
publicas y del Egleston YMCA Teen Center.

Las organizaciones comunitarias y las pequenas empresas cuidaron el espacio
desde 1998 hasta julio de 2021 sin el apoyo financiero de Clear Channel Outdoor,
invirtiendo un estimado de $ 1 millon de apoyo en especie y efectivo para la
remocion de basura y nieve, paisajismo y jardineria, mejoras de seguridad y
programacion comunitaria. para disuadir el uso inseguro. Este arreglo notable pero
insostenible ha desviado recursos de otras necesidades urgentes de la comunidad.



Hacemos un llamado a todos los que se preocupan por el Jardin de la Paz de
Egleston Square para que aboguen por el futuro de este espacio. Agui puedes
firmar una petici(')n. Esta es una situacion que evoluciona rapidamente. Para

unirse a los miembros de la comunidad que estan organizando y recibir
actualizaciones importantes, unase a Friends of the Egleston Square Peace Garden
en Facebook o envie un correo electronico a eglestonpeacegarden@gmail.com para
recibir mas actualizaciones.

ijAdelante!

Friends of the Egleston Square Peace Garden
Egleston Square Main Street

Greater Egleston High School

Latino Beauty Salon

Egleston Square Neighborhood Association
Alberto’s Hair Styling

Boston Express


https://www.change.org/p/boston-parks-commissioner-ryan-woods-save-the-egleston-square-peace-garden-from-development?redirect=false
https://www.change.org/p/boston-parks-commissioner-ryan-woods-save-the-egleston-square-peace-garden-from-development?redirect=false
https://www.facebook.com/groups/205069536653616
https://www.facebook.com/groups/205069536653616
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