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9 Tran Van Quy reports the following letter of October 1792 from “Chau Chiem, youngest
brother of the king of Vientiane” addressed to “Do doc Dinh Nhat” (royal delegate of the Tay
Son and governor of the province of Nghé-An). The “Chau Chiem” referred to in the letter by
the Tay Son official is none other than Anou himself, since in his letter he says he is one of the
three brothers, including the king of Vientiane, and he is the youngest. As a matter of fact,
Siribunyasan had only three sons: Nanthasen, Inthavong, and Anou. At the time of intercourse
with the Tay Son, Anou was twenty-five years old. It is possible that “Chiem” was a nickname
he picked up when taken prisoner in Bangkok, where he might have been called by his
Siamese peers “Chim,” the cadet. This would be rendered “Chiem” in Vietnamese Nom.
“Chau” is a Lao word for prince. It seems that the Thai never knew of Anou’s link with the
Tay Son. The proposed repatriation of the Lao forced to settle in Siam was a politically
sensitive issue under the reign of Nanthasen and Anou, and was a major cause of the 1827
conflict. The body of the letter follows here:

“The last time, I commanded Phia-Chan-the-pha, Phia Man kha-thi to escort Phoc-na-khi
to report to your excellency that the kingdom of Vientiane has been invaded by the Siamese.

“The king, secluded in the capital, was embarrassed and denied all initiative and action.
He told me to take command of the affairs of the kingdom [resisting the Siamese] in the
mountainous region of Phac-bat . . . Your Excellency has dispatched eight soldiers from the
post of Quy Hop to bring us a written ordinance with four dragon robes, four turbans, two
skirts, and four gift boxes. We three brothers and Xam-pha-mat agree with all the content of
your letter. We are very happy with it. And I have been charged to come and pay homage to



your excellency. But actually, I am in charge of the affairs of the kingdom. If I come in person
to pay homage to your excellency in Vietnam, Siam will certainly know of it. And the Siamese
undoubtedly will behead our parents, our women and our children, and will massacre our
compatriots.

“Thus, for instance, we dare not use the costumes with dragon insignia and the turbans
you have bestowed on us for fear of being killed by the Siamese.

“For the same reason, the correspondence your excellency addressed to us, if unveiled by
the Siamese, will create problems [for us].

“Concerning your detachment camping at Tran Ninh, we beg you to withdraw it. For if
you stay there, the Siamese will force the king of Vientiane to launch a battle, and that would
be disloyal to the court of Vietnam. To keep faith, I have given orders to my delegates to take
an oath with your excellency in my personal name.

“As a big-brother country, may Vietnam demonstrate its fraternal affection for us as in the
past and come to our aid for the repatriation of our parents, brothers, wives and children
detained in Siam.

“We beg the great army of Vietnam to come and defeat the Siamese. If it should arrive by
the direction of Chau Ba-Dong, it is I, present at Phac-bat, who will go to meet it. If it comes by
the direction of Lac Hoan through . . ., it will be received and escorted by the chief of Lac
Hoan and Xam-pha-mat. In the direction of Miiang . . . Ba-Dong, the escort is confided to Théc
- .. Bon who will organize passage through the Mekong.

“The movement from Tran Ninh toward Vientiane is, for mercy’s sake, to be postponed,
since the king of the Kingdom of Vientiane is still there. Should he be pushed by the Siamese
to attack you, it would be dishonest to Vietnam.

“The promptest arrival of the great army is very desirable. The twelfth lunar month is the
most favorable time.

“By written ordinance, you should inform me about the date and directions of the great
army'’s arrival so I can make preparations to receive it.

“Lao and Siamese can be easily confounded in battle. I ask you to promulgate signals
particularly distinct to avoid any trouble . . . “

The royal delegate of the Tay Son answered with a letter to Chao Chiem and the village chiefs
of the kingdom of Vientiane, on December 22, 1792:

“Today 1 charge the commander of Quy Hop, Lang Nhat Hau, to lead thirty pioneers to
gather intelligence in the field about the Siamese situation to create a plan of attack. Afterward
the great rear-guard will follow them.

“Our resolution is to annihilate the foreign invaders so that the countries of your kingdom
can become tranquil, as formerly.

“Once these pioneers have arrived at their destination, take care to feed them correctly.
Therefore, [you should] prepare provisions and money for the great army.

“And then, you will send men to cooperate with Lang Nhat Hau to prepare a path of
attack by this way by the back [probably in the direction of Siang Khuang-Vientiane]

“Let’s deploy all of your efforts for this challenging campaign, for your native lands to
rekindle their fire, and for your hamlets and villages to recover the prosperity of the time of
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History of Laos - Maha sila viravong (aduuwila Eng) 1964

As for King Anuvong, who had couragepusly fought along
side the Slamesc on many occasions, the second King of Siam
knowm as Phra Phuthalert-Lannaphclail, had shown toward him
the highest esteem ever shown to any of the ruling nonerchs
then under Siamese suzerainty. For instance, in 1820 A.D.,
the king of Siam built a man-made lake as a pleasure site for
his family in Krung-Thep. Because of his esteem for i{ing An-
uvong of Vientianc, he orderced Phragna Chakki to design a si-
milar lake and offered to build it for him, The design of
the lake was attached to a mcssage which Phragna Chakki was
asked to deliver in person to Chao Anuvong in Vientiane. The
message reads as follows:



To Chao Anuvong in Vientiane:

It is uwy plcasure to inform Your Majesty that we have de-
cided to rebulld and enlarge the existing pool, which we found
rather too small for your resting plcasure, As the southern
side of the palace wall has been extended, we feel it our duty
and pleasure to enlarge the cexisting pool and build additional
islends for the site of Your Majesty's rest palace, to be e-
rected in the Chinese and European style. Flowers shall be
planted to decorate the site between the pool and the palace,
and fruit-trees shall be grown to provide cooling shades for
Your Hajesty's comfort. The water in the pool shall be kept
clean and clear at zll times and a great variety of Lotus flo-
vers shall be planted therein; various specimens of fish shall
be bred in the pool to complete the relaxing beauty of Your
Majesty's dream pool. In the morning as in the evening, Your
Hajesty shall be able to relax in the cooling shades of the
trecs while feeding the fish and while Your Majesty!s eyes
catch the flying birds which fill the air with music and song,
as well cs the carcfree ones which swim happily on the water.
Other specimehs of birds shall be raiscd in the vicinity so as
to enhance the rc¢laxing atmosphere of the pool. In planning
the building of this dream pool, it was our intention to en-
able Your Majesty not only to relax your nind, but zalso to
witness and admire with your own c¢yes the workmanship and
craftmanship of the artists and engineérs to whom the job was
assigned. The pool, once complete, shall bear the mark of our
esteem os well as that of our talent. The pool with its fruit



trees shall also be of u greut charity to the people as a
whole, for vhen they beur tasty fruits during the various sec=-
sons of the year the whole population shall be invited to en-
joy themselves and shall have free access to the pool where
they can as nuch &s we have fun and a good time in the event
of a particular feast, such as the New Year Day and the Budd-
hist Lents. Statues of Buddha shall be installed in the
shrines built therein for the purpose of worship and others.
The place shzll be kept 1lluminated on nights of special fes-
tivities. It 1s our pleasure to inform you that on the full
woon day of the twelvth month of the year of the Rabbit, the
ruler of Nakorn Lampang and Muong Nan had sSowme to Krung-Thep
and had been entertained in a pool of this kind of pool which
we heve bullt in our palace. Every tiwme we have had guests to
entertain, we have always thought of you and regretted that
you could not come and enjoy the festivities with us here. We
have made a sketch of -such festivities which have been held
here in the past and feel much obliged to transmit it to Your
Majesty so as to enable you to have a rough idea of what it
was like., Should Your Majesty feel free some tlume in the fu-
ture, and should the¢ burden of the affairs of your kingdom
permit you to come to I'rung-Thep for &« visit, we should llke
to advise you to bring aleong your family, musicians and ar-
tists and, if possible, rare kinds of birds to enrich our ex-
isting collection. We cen assure you, Your Majesty, that you
shall enjoy yourself.

The message reached Vicntiane on the first day of the new
moon of the second month of the year 18C9 A.D.

Paths to Conflagration - Mayoury Ngaosyvathn and Pheuiphanh
Ngaosyvathn 1998

(Huinenfinusuadriiauzriiaid u.Cornell)

ignore such prowess. He supported Anou, nominating him first as vice king, and
then as king. Anou also became a close friend of the Siamese King Rama II, and even
dug a pleasure pond for the inspiration of this poet-king who wrote to ask him to
come to Bangkok with his theatrical troupe.58 As a sign of Rama II’s favor, Anou was
received in Bangkok in a gilded boat and carried in a gilded sedan chair.%? Anou was
not thrilled, and must have paused to think of vanity or the futility of court favor.
Some high-ranking Thai officials did not hesitate to remind him that he was no more
than “Chao Vientiane,” the prince of Vientiane. The court would entertain him as
long as it served Thai interests and promoted Bangkok’s chief ambition: the
annexation of the Lao country in its entirety.”? Though he might ride in a gilded
boat, Anou was, like all his relatives, effectively a prisoner of war.”1



Martin Struart-Fox : The Lao Kingdom of Lan Xang: Rise and Decline 1998
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pZShZGo8wyk&t=523s

tayvd nugudaisndaid - [Useifaansuanuuu] EP.06 | Sarakadee-Muangboran PODCAST
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gkWE4yci624

BaouaInsEuAILasti1ay A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iE3PHWaiAC8
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