
 
 

  The Tiger Rising by Kate DiCamillo 

  

SEE 
What do you see about the character? 
(external traits - actions, body language) 

THINK 
What do you think the character is 
feeling? (internal traits - emotions, 
feelings) 

WONDER 
What do you wonder about the 
character? (what questions do you have 
about the character?) 

CHAPTER 1    

I see that Rob has good luck because he 
was “astounded” and “amazed” when he 
found the tiger. (Madalena and Lara) 

I think that Rob is brave because after 
his mother’s funeral, he did not cry. 
(Nico) 

I wonder if Rob does not stay sad when 
he thinks about the tiger because he 
thinks that that is a connection to his 
mother. (Ana Claudia) 

CHAPTER 2   

I see that Rob is trying to be quiet so 
that bullies would not notice him. (Nico) 
 
I see that Rob is great at not crying even 
if he is in pain. (Jiho) Backstory - Rob’s 
mom passed away and his dad told Rob 
not to cry. 

I think that Rob, Billy and Norton are 
surprised with the girl because they 
opened their mouth. (Sofia L) 
 
I think that Rob thinks the tiger is his 
strength. (Felipe) 

I wonder who this girl is and why did 
Rob drop his mouth when the girl 
comes. (Gabi) 

CHAPTER 3   

I see that Sistine is brave because she 
stood up to the the bullies. (Gabi) 
 
I see that Sistine answers sharply and 
shortly to the two bullies. (Jiho) 

I think Rob is not alone because Sistine 
gives him confidence. (Gabi)  
Backstory - Rob sees that Sistine stands 
up to the bullies - he stares in 
amazement 

I wonder if Rob will be more excited to 
go to school because of Sistine. (Jiho) 
 
I wonder if Sistine will help Rob deal 
with the bullies. (Tom) 
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I see that when Rob thinks about the 
tiger, the more he gets stronger because 
he closes his suitcase. (Sofia L) 
 
I see that Sistine is not scared of being 
different because she is wearing 
different clothes and her name is also 
different. (Valentina Livore) 

I think that Rob got inspired by Sistine 
because she showed him that you need 
to protect yourself. (Duda) 

I wonder why Sistine is so rude and 
mean. (Sofia L) Backstory - She is new to 
Lister, her father doesn’t live with her, 
perhaps her parents are divorced and 
she feels lonely, perhaps she was bullied 
at her old school 

CHAPTER 4   

I see that Sistine communicates with 
people because when she got on the 
bus, she talked to the bullies, and she 
told the whole class she is not staying. 
(Isabella) 
 
I see that Sistine is defensive because 
after the boy tripped Rob, she looked at 
him with hate. (Felipe) 
 
I see that Rob hasn’t changed his 
actions, but he is changing his mind. 
(Lara) Backstory - Sistine inspires Rob to 
stand up to the bullies, but hasn’t taken 
action yet 
 
I see that Sistine is what she wants to 
be, not what others want to see. (Lara) 
Backstory - Sistine chooses to wear 

I think that maybe Sistine does not want 
to be  lonely. (Sofia F) Backstory - 
Perhaps her parents are divorced and 
she feels lonely 
 
 

I wonder if Sistine lost her parent just 
like Rob. (Valentina Lima) 
 
I wonder if Sistine is going to help Rob 
to have courage to talk back to the 
bullies. (Emi) 
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different clothes, she chooses to speak 
her mind 

CHAPTER 5   

I see that Rob doesn’t have friends 
because he doesn’t interact with 
anybody. (Valentina Livore) 

I think Rob likes the plan [to stay home] 
because he gets to see the tiger more 
often. (Emi) 
 
I think Rob feels happy because he is 
free, that he doesn’t have to go to 
school. (Sarah) Backstory - Rob is happy 
because he can see the tiger more often. 
Rob is also sad and lonely because he 
has no friends and is being bullied.  

I wonder if Rob will decide to go to 
school because of Sistine. (Valentina 
Lima) 
 
I wonder if Rob will free the tiger. 
(Isabella) 
 
I wonder what is Rob going to do with 
the tiger since he is now free. (Sofia Lee) 

CHAPTER 6   

I see that Rob is starting to feel brave, 
interacting more and not being that 
quiet kid. (Nico) Backstory - Before Rob 
would never fight back against the 
bullies, but now because of Sistine, he 
took action to defend her. 
 
I see that he is learning how to defend 
others. (Caspar) 
 
I see that Sisine is starting to notice that 
Rob is saving her. (Valentina Lima) 

I think that Rob is starting to change 
actions. (Madalena) Backstory - Rob 
feels inspired by Sistine to stand up to 
the bullies.  

I wonder why is he saving Sistine? 
(Madalena) Backstory - Perhaps Rob 
wants to be Sistine’s friend because he 
feels lonely. 
 
I wonder if Sistine will start talking to 
Rob because he defended her. 
(Madalena) 
 
I wonder if Sistine or another student 
will find the drawing of the tiger. (Jiho) 
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I see that Rob is standing up for Sistine. 
He stood up in front of everyone! (Gabi) 
 
I see that Rob is starting to care about 
others. (Madalena) 

I wonder if Rob will show Sistine the 
tiger. (Lara) 
 
 

CHAPTER 7   

I see Rob doesn’t want to tell anyone his 
secrets, especially Sistine. For example,  
he doesn’t want to open up his suitcase 
more. (Jiho) 
 
I see that Sistine always says things 
sharply and strongly. For example,  
when she told Rob to “Shut up!”(Duda) 
 
I see that Rob wants to show Sistine that 
he knows things too. For example, Rob 
shares what he knows about the Sistine 
Chapel. This is showing us that Rob is 
starting to take risks. (Duda) 
 
I see that Sistine does not go out 
without a fight. For example, she had 
scratches and her dress was ripped. 
(Tom) 
 
I see when Rob was talking to Sistine, 
the suitcase was opening, but the bullies 

I think that Rob is amazed because he 
never saw someone that fights back. For 
example, he stares at Sistine with his 
mouth open. (Tom) 
 
I think Rob and Sistine will meet each 
other often, possibly in the forest. (Sofia 
Lee) 
 
I think that Rob liked it a little when 
Sistine put her hand on his knee (Mada) 
Backstory - Sistine’s hand reminds Rob 
of his mother’s hand (Isabella); This is 
showing Rob that she likes him (Mada); I 
think he has not been touched calmly 
after his mom died (Caspar) 
 
I think Sistine has a connection to Rob’s 
mom. (Valentina Livore) 
 
I think that Rob is becoming like Sistine, 
and Sistine like Rob. (Ana Claudia) For 

I wonder if or when will the bullies stop 
bullying Rob. (Jiho) 
 
I wonder what is their relationship. 
(Duda) 
 
I wonder if Rob and Sistine will be best 
friends because they started talking on 
the bus. (Tom) 
 
I wonder if Rob is going to free the tiger, 
like he is free. (Sofia Lee) 
 
I wonder why Sistine is so concerned 
that no one knows about the Sistine 
Chapel. (Felipe) 
 
I wonder if Rob notices that he is 
changing. (Sofia F) 
 
I wonder why Sistine did not want to 
believe that the scratch is not 
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came and it shut. (Sofia Lee) 
 
I see he opens his suitcase with Sistine, 
but closes it when Billy and Norton 
came on the bus. (Caspar) 
 
I see Rob likes to talk depending on the 
person he is talking to. (Felipe) 

example, Rob started to talk a lot about 
the Sistine Chapel and Sistine was more 
quiet, she was more concerned about 
catching the rash. (Mada and Antoine) 

contagious. (Luiza) 

CHAPTER 8   

I see that Rob is thinking a lot about 
Sistine. For example, he dreamed about 
her and carved her in wood. (Felipe) 
 
I see that Rob is embracing challenges 
by talking to Sistine. (Duda) 
 
I see Rob is curious about Sistine 
because he kept thinking about her and 
carved her in wood. (Jiho) 

I think Sistine lost somebody and she 
wants someone else. (Arthur) For 
example, her dad is not with her and she 
would like Rob to keep her company. 
(Valentina Lima); Also, Sistine’s hand 
reminds Rob of his mother. This could 
also be a connection that Sistine’s has to 
Rob. (Antoine, Ana Claudia, Jiho and Ms. 
Arcenas)  
 
I think that Sistine is starting to really 
change actions. Backstory - I think 
because before Sistine was rude and 
mean to Rob, and now she reminds him 
of his mother. (Mada) 
 
I think the dream that Rob had means 
that he wants to go away. (Tom) 

I wonder if Rob’s dream will come true. 
(Jiho) 
 
I wonder if Sistine came to Rob’s dream 
because Rob always thinks about her. 
(Grant) 
 
I wonder if the dream means that Rob 
wants to see Sistine and the tiger. 
(Antoine) 
 
I wonder if the dream means happiness? 
(Sarah) 
 
I wonder if Sistine is going to free the 
tiger without telling Rob what she did. 
(Gabi) 
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CHAPTER 9   

I see that Rob had a warm, glowing 
feeling that was happiness. (Gabi) 
Backstory - The warm, glowing feeling is 
the tiger, it could be also be because he 
is no longer in school 
 
I see that Rob hates the sun because it 
reminds him of his mom’s funeral. 
(Felipe) 
 
I see that Rob is opening up his suitcase 
because he thinking about his mother. 
(Valentina Lima) 
 
I see that Rob’s dad is tough. (Caspar and 
Nico) For example, when Rob’s dad 
speaks, he speaks deeply and strongly 
(like Sistine). Also the work that he does 
is hard (maintains the motel). In 
addition, he makes Rob wake up early to 
work in the motel. 
 
I see that Rob likes dark things. (Antoine) 
For example, when he was drinking 
coffee, he liked how it was bitter and 
dark. Also dark helps him to not 
remember of his mom’s funeral. In 
addition, he likes it when it rains 

I think that he got his rash when his 
mom died because he got his rash 6 
months ago, that’s when he lost his 
mom. (Felipe) 
 
I think that Rob likes the coffee because 
the coffee is dark like rain, not light like 
the sun. (Madalena) Backstory - 
 
I think that Rob is going to talk to his 
mom in his dreams. (Vincent) 

I wonder will Rob ever go back to 
school? (Isabella) 
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because the sky is dark and cloudy.  
 
I see Rob is afraid to wish. (Luiza) 
Backstory - If he wished, he is afraid 
that he would always want to wish and 
that his wished would not come true 
(like the tiger from Chapter 1) 

CHAPTER 10   

I see Willie May means he has to open 
his suitcase (to let the sadness rise). 
(Felipe) 
 
I see that Rob has lots of things stuck in 
his head because his is thinking of the 
funeral, the tiger and Sistine. (Valentina 
Livore) 
 
I see that Willie May is mean to Rob. 
(Arthur) Backstory - Willie May is like 
Sistine because she gives Rob advice in a 
sharp way (direct and to the point).  
 

I think that Rob will tell Sistine about the 
tiger because he thinks that Sistine will 
keep a secret. (Duda) 
 
I think that even though Rob knows how 
to cure his rash, he will try to push his 
sadness even deeper to his legs because 
he does not want to go back to school. 
(Tom) 
 
I think the Willie May is trying to teach 
Rob to take the sadness out of him and 
open his suitcase. (Isabella) 
 
I think Rob is going to tell Sistine about 
the tiger because he thinks she will 
believe him. (Valentina Lima) 
 
I think the sadness can affect your body, 
so let the sadness out. (Lara) Backstory - 

I wonder if Rob is beginning to trust 
Sistine. (Tom) 
 
I wonder if Rob is going to tell Sistine or 
his dad? (Joao) 
 
I wonder if Rob will tell Sistine about the 
tiger. Backstory - Sistine was in Rob’s 
dream. (Sarah) 
 
I wonder if he is going to tell Sistine 
because she is happiness, so he is going 
to open his suitcase. (Antoine) 
 
I wonder if Sistine is going to help Rob. 
(Arthur) 
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I think Rob will tell Sistine because 
Sistine is the only friend he has. (Caspar) 

CHAPTER 11   

I see Sistine is changing by believing and 
actually showing her true self. (Jiho) For 
example,  
 

I think Rob chose the right person 
because Sistine believes in him (Antoine) 
 
I think Rob wants to tell Sistine because 
she keeps promises. (Gabi) Backstory - 
 
I think Rob picked the right person to 
tell about the tiger because he trusts 
Sistine. (Jiho) For example, she said 
“Where?” and not, “Are you crazy?” 

I wonder why Rob is so afraid that his 
wish might not come true. (Jiho) 

CHAPTER 12   

I see that Sistine is changing by saying 
compliments to Rob. For example, she 
said, “It’s perfect.” “You’re an artist.” 
 
I used to think Sistine was rude because 
she talked sharply, but now she is nice 
because she believes in Rob. (Gabi) For 
example, she gave Rob compliments. 
 
I see Rob truly wants a friend. (Felipe) 
For example,  
 

I think Rob is sad about Sistine leaving. 
(Antoine) 
 
I think their relationship is changing 
because Rob told Sistine about his 
mother’s death. (Antoine) For example,  
 
I think their relationship is changing 
because now she knows Rob’s secret. 
(Felipe) 
 
I’m realizing that Rob and Sistine are 

I wonder what will be Sistine’s reaction 
when she sees the Tiger. (Felipe) 
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happy and are friends now because 
when Sistine went his place, she was 
really kind. For example, she talked to 
Rob in a soft, more gentle voice, and also 
gave him compliments. (Mada) 

CHAPTER 13   

I see that Sistine wants Rob to open his 
suitcase because she opened hers. 
(Gabi) For example,  
 
I see that Rob is letting his sadness rise 
up to his chest. He’s letting his sadness 
go. (Jiho) For example,  

I think Sistine is mad because Rob is too 
quiet and won’t tell her things. (Gabi) 
Backstory - 
 
I think Rob’s relationship with Sistine is 
changing because they’re telling each 
other family information. (Jiho) 

I wonder if Sistine Dad will come to pick 
her up. (Gabi) 
 
I wonder if Sistine will actually move 
away. (Jiho) 

CHAPTER 14   

I see that he has a happy, glowing feeling 
again. (Gabi) Backstory - 
 
I see that Sistine gets upset when Rob 
shrugs because she wants the truth. 
(Jiho) 
 
I see that Sistine is making Rob happy 
because she believes in him and trusts 
him. For example, she laughed with him. 
(Mada) 

I think the feeling could be love or 
friendship. It might be love because 
Sistine’s hand is like his mother’s, and 
Rob loves his mom. (Jiho) 
 
I think that Rob is feeling brave. 
(Valentina Lima) For example,  
 
 

I wonder if Rob is going to stop 
shrugging. (Valentina Lima) 

CHAPTER 15   
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I see that Rob was happy when his mom 
was alive and there was light. (Jiho) 

I think Sistine gets mad because she 
puts her hands on her hips. (Mada) 
 
I think Rob does not like to think of his 
mother because it reminds him of dark 
moments. (Mada) 

I wonder if Rob is losing his happiness 
because Sistine is leaving. (Jiho) For 
example,  
 
I wonder if Rob is losing his happiness 
because his dad is putting the cream on 
his legs. (Valentina Lima) Backstory - 

CHAPTER 16   

I see when Sistine wants information, 
she is demanding so people respond. 
(Luiza) 
 
I see Sistine does what she wants. For 
example, she wants to free the tiger. 
(Sofia Lee) 
 
I see that Sistine and the tiger are the 
same because they are tough and the 
tiger is trapped, just like Sistine is 
trapped too. (Valentina Livore) 
Backstory - 

I think Sistine’s mom and dad chose her 
name because they fell in love in the 
Sistine Chapel. (Valentina Livore) 
 
I think Rob is holding everything in his 
heart. (Valentina Livore). Backstory - 
 
I think the words cancer and Caroline 
make Rob change because he is telling 
more about his Mom. (Valentina Livore) 
 

I wonder if Rob’s mom gave him 
confidence. (Valentina Livore) 
 
I wonder if Sistine is really like her mom. 
(Valentina Livore) For example,  
 

CHAPTER 17   

I see Sistine stares just like Willie May. 
(Valentine Livore) For example, 
 
I see that Rob’s dad doesn’t care about 

I think Rob’s dad is mean. For example, 
he shot the bird and said. “It’s just a 
bird.” (Sofia Lee) 

I wonder what Willie May means when 
she said, “Let him go.” (Ms. Arcenas) For 
example, 
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people or things. For example, he does 
things to prove he can do it. Just like he 
shot the bird. 

CHAPTER 18   

I see Beauchamp is rude, arrogant and 
he does care people. (Ana Claudia) For 
example,  
 
I see that Beauchamp doesn’t care about 
animals, just like Rob’s father. (Duda) 

I think that inside the bag is meat. 
(Duda) 

I wonder what Beauchamp will ask Rob 
to do with the Tiger. (Jiho) 

CHAPTER 19   

I see Beauchamp is selfish. (Jiho) For 
example,  
 
I see the tiger is being compared to 
Sistine. (Jiho) For example, they are both 
trapped. (Antoine) 

I think Rob is scared to have keys in his 
hand because he might let the tigre go. 
(Madalena) 

I wonder if Rob will tell Sistine about the 
keys to the cage. (Madalena) 

CHAPTER 20   

I see that Sistine stands up for what she 
believes because she told Rob, “You can’t 
stop me.” (Jiho and Antoine) 
 
I see that Sistine is becoming more 
sensitive. For example, she cried. (Ana 
Claudia) 

I think Rob and Sistine’s relationship is 
changing because they comfort each 
other. For example, Rob put his hand on 
Sistine’s neck. (Jiho) Backstory - 
 
 

I wonder why Sistine is crying. (Gabi) 
 
Life Lessons: 

-​ Be responsible for your actions 
(Felipe) 

-​ Be considerate of others (Ana 
Claudia) 
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-​ Trust each other (Gabi) 
-​ Never give up! Believe in yourself 

(Madalena) 

CHAPTER 21   

I see Willie May is realizing that Sistine 
is angry. (Jiho) 
 
I see that Sistine stares with an open 
mouth. (Antoine) For example,  
 
Compare and Contrast: (Isabella) 
Sistine 

-​ Angry 
-​ Hates Lister 

 
Willie May 

-​ Wise 
-​ Works at the Kentucky Star Motel 

 
How are Sistine and Willie May the 
same? 

-​ Sharp 
-​ Stare 

I think Willie May’s advice to Sistine 
means to let her anger go, just like Rob 
to let his sadness go. (Jiho) 
 
I think Willie May’s advice means that 
nobody will be there for her. (Gabi) 
 
I think Sistine and Willie May are the 
same because they both stare at each 
other. (Antoine) 

I wonder if they will free the tiger. (Gabi) 

CHAPTER 22   

I see that Rob’s dad is very angry 
because of the meat. (Gabi) 

I think Rob’s dad is tough because he 
does things just to prove to others that 
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I see Rob’s dad is gentle when he is 
caring for his family. (Ana Claudia) For 
example, when he carefully put cream 
on Rob’s leg. (Ms. Arcenas) 

he can. It doesn’t matter the 
consequences of his actions. For 
example, when he shot the bird just to 
show Rob and Caroline that he could do 
it. (Ms. Arcenas) 

CHAPTER 23   

 I think Sistine will demand to free the 
tiger. Backstory - Rob has the keys and 
every time is jingles in his pocket, it 
reminds Rob of what Sistine wants him 
to do with the Tiger. (Ms. Arcenas) 

 

CHAPTER 24   

I see Sistine is violent. (Isabella) For 
example,  
 
Rob likes when Sistine softens her voice 
and that is why he likes her so much. 
(Isabella). For example, she softens her 
voice at beautiful things like the Sistine 
Chapel, Rob’s wood carvings, the poem 
about the tiger and Willie May is the 
prophetess. (Grant and Ms. Arcenas) 
 
I see Sistine is like Rob’s dad. (Nico) For 
example, they can both be tough, but 
also gentle. (Ms. Arcenas) 

I think Sistine is being more inclusive 
towards Rob. For example, she changed 
from saying “I” to “We” when they went 
to talk to Willie May. (Madalena) 

I wonder if Rob and Sistine will tell 
Willie May about what Beauchamp said. 
(Isabella) 
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CHAPTER 25   

I see Rob is telling the truth to Sistine, 
he is honest even though the truth may 
hurt. (Isabella) For example, Rob knows 
that Sistine’s dad is not coming to get 
her. (Ms. Arcenas) 
 
I see that the word “rising” is connected 
to Rob and the tiger because Rob needs 
to let the sadness rise and the tiger 
needs to rise out of the cage.  

I think the truth that Rob just realized is 
that the tiger needs to be freed.  

 

CHAPTER 26   

I see that Rob stopped to Sistine to tell 
her that he will let the tiger go. 
 
I see that Sistine also realizes the truth 
about her dad, that her dad is not 
coming back. 
 
I see that what matters most to Sistine 
and Rob is the tiger. 

  

CHAPTER 27   

I see that Rob and Sistine freed the tiger 
to let it rise. (Ana Claudia) 

 I wonder if Beauchamp will see that the 
tiger is gone. (Antoine) 
 
I wonder what Rob’s dad will do. 
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(Valentina Livore) 

CHAPTER 28   

I see that Rob is NOW…. 
 
I realize that Rob has his suitcase 
completely open. For example, he 
started crying and told his dad about his 
feelings. (Isabella) 
 
I’m realizing that Rob is seeing his dad in 
a better way because he was telling his 
dad the truth about how he feels about 
losing his mom. (Valentina Livore). 
 
I’m realizing that the tiger is a symbol 
for Rob’s mother. (Antoine) 

I think that this chapter is the most 
important part of the story… 
 
...because Rob finally shares his feelings 
(the ugly truth) with his dad. (Sofia F) 
 
...because Rob has lost all that makes 
him happy. He has no choice, but to 
truly let his sadness rise up. (Vincent) 
 
...because we now know that Rob’s 
father cares even more about Rob. For 
example, when Rob started to cry, his 
dad comforted him. “It’s okay.” (Duda) 

 

 


