
Claim Evidence Reasoning Introduction/Review Lesson 
 
Mrs. Fortney’s Honors Chemistry Course 
 
Science and Engineering Practices:  

●​ Engaging in Argument from Evidence 
●​ Obtaining, Evaluating and Communicating Information 

 
The purpose of this lesson is to introduce/review the claim evidence reasoning (C.E.R.) model 
with students in my chemistry classroom while also introducing students to lab equipment.  
 
Plan 
Introduction into Claim, Evidence, Reasoning 

1.​ Review the parts of a C.E.R. with my students in a presentation format. 
2.​ Then students are shown a small video clip https://youtu.be/r2EcgNfK3PA . With the 

question: What happened to the Cat?  
3.​ Students are then asked to use the Claim, Evidence, Reasoning format to write a scientific 

explanation of what they believe happened to the cat.  
4.​ Since, then may be students first exposure to C.E.R., then as a class we write a C.E.R. for 

the video together on the whiteboard. 
5.​ Then students are split into their lab groups to complete the Essentials for Survival 

Activity. (Provided on the following pages is a description of this activity, along with 
what the teacher and student’s do throughout the activity.) 

 
 
Students working in Collaborative groups. Spring 2022 
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Examples of the Lab Station 
 

 
 
 
 
 


