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DATA COLLABORATIVE
Why is this skill A “Read Aloud” is when children are read a text above their independent
important? reading level. They engage in questioning and discussion, learn new vocabulary,

and make connections. This is one way to support comprehension skills,
language, and vocabulary as children are learning to read words on their own.

How long and how
often?

How long? 20-25 minutes

How often? Daily or a few times per week

How to Engage
students in Read
Aloud

Planning
1. Choose a text (Fiction or nonfiction) that is above a student’s
instructional level and provides interesting words to talk about, a
complex story structure, and ideas to discuss.

2. Plantointroduce vocabulary using rich vocabulary instruction (see the
explicit vocabulary instruction sheet for a lesson script and how-to).

3. Plan to model and engage students in a research-based comprehension
strategy (see table below). Three strategies that are great for read aloud
are: 1) summarization, 2) teaching text structure, and 3) asking
guestions.

4. Record questions that you will ask and sections that you will think aloud
during the read aloud.

5. Planto read the same story multiple times with students. This provides
students with time to truly learn the story or content, practice the
words, and engage with the content that is in each book.

Instruction
1. Teach the vocabulary words (2-3 per book) before reading.

2. Set apurpose for reading: What are students focusing on? What are they
going to do with the text? A purpose for reading could be understanding
a character, answer questions about a topic, or make predictions about
the story.

3. Read the story, stopping to ask questions regularly.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/15BbPHngrKzZLb-FsnxCAH-PEq-GPkwlhup_vrSMD5fk/edit

. Engage students in the comprehension task (e.g., identifying text

structure, discussion, summarizing).

. Engage students in talking about the vocabulary words during reading

with questions that connect the vocabulary word to the text.

Prep & Materials

Find fiction or nonfiction texts that are engaging, provide rich
vocabulary and complex stories and illustration.

Establish and reinforce whole class discussion procedures. Teach
students how to listen, raise their hands to answer, and listen while
another student is talking. You may also teach a Turn and Talk procedure
that has students turning and talking with a partner in response to a
qguestion.

References and
Additional
Resources

In this lesson, the teacher focuses on unique aspects of the nonfiction
text before reading: Clarabelle read aloud

In this lesson, the teacher sets a purpose for reading and engages the
students in Turn and Talk discussion and vocabulary: The Name Jar read
aloud
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YIlSgqFh4Ns
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4tTlxrzZNP0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4tTlxrzZNP0

READING COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES

AN

Adapted from ReadingRockets.org

q Preview

Activate students’ interest and background knowledge by asking them
about the story or informational text you are about to read.

e Does the title help me know what this story will be about?

e Isthis book fiction (made up) or non-fiction (real)?

-+ Make

Text-to-self, “This story reminds me of...”,
Text-to-text, “This story remind me of another book....”

Connections Text-to-world, “This story reminds me of a time we went to...”
Good readers use predicting as a way to connect their existing
S Predict knowledge to new information from a text to get meaning from what
they read.
Comprehension ‘Do I understand?”
¢¢) Monitoring, This involves the ability of readers to know when they understand what
Evaluating or they read, when they do not understand, and to use appropriate

“Self Check”

strategies to improve their understanding when it is blocked.

- Make
Q
Inferences

What conclusions can we draw about what is happening? Inferences are
what we figure out about the story, like making a smart guess. This is
“reading between the lines”. Readers use the clues in the text along with
their own experiences to help them figure out what is not directly said.

Cooperative
Learning

g
&2

Students are taught how to use pair-share (Turn and Talk) to retell
stories and answer questions.

&) \3‘ Graphic

.\ 4 Organizers

Graphic organizers help students to organize their thinking. Using
graphic organizers enable students to organize, comprehend and
internalize new learning.

. Genre &
= Text
Structure

Students are taught the difference between text genres (fiction,
non-fiction, folktale, poetry, drama, biography, realistic fiction) and how
genre can be used to support comprehension.

Students also learn text structures (description, sequence, cause and
effect, compare and contrast and problem and solution).

@Ask
© Questions

Teachers model asking questions that students can pose while reading
to predict before and during reading.

Q Summarization

Students are taught a systematic process for retelling and summarizing
narrative text.
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http://www.readingrockets.org/article/key-comprehension-strategies-teach
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