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​
Pendleton, Eben started transcription 
​
Sarah Tetzlaff   0:08​
OK.​
Hi everyone.​
Thank you for those of you that are joining us at this meeting will be recorded. 
​
Mary Ashcroft joined the meeting 
​
Jill joined the meeting 
​
Frank joined the meeting 
​
Karen (Letourneau) Pezzetti joined the meeting 
​
parent joined the meeting 
​
Sarah Tetzlaff   0:15​
I'm Sarah Tetzlaff principle of Rutland Town school like school. 
​
Chris  joined the meeting 
​
Kristen joined the meeting 
​
Mike Lamarre joined the meeting 
​
Holly Getty joined the meeting 
​
Sarah Taylor  joined the meeting 
​
Robyn Sweet joined the meeting 
​
Rich Sweet joined the meeting 
​
Lillie Hughes joined the meeting 
​
Jodi Manning  joined the meeting 
​
Amy Labate joined the meeting 
​
b4c4b552-c978-40dc-8f69-c456d509ade4 joined the meeting 
​
903f77f5-2e6b-4274-970e-b42d55b122b9 joined the meeting 
​
912d1086-0847-440a-b215-fa2d37658c98 joined the meeting 
​
57d8fa15-dc70-4346-b2ca-3a9cff30ea60 joined the meeting 
​
b4c4b552-c978-40dc-8f69-c456d509ade4 left the meeting 
​
Sarah Tetzlaff   0:20​
Sorry I'm getting some echoing right now. 
​
Mary Ashcroft   0:22​
Sorry. 
​
Sarah Tetzlaff   0:24​
Umm.​
And I appreciate all of you that are attending.​
I would like to first start with introducing Trish Topolino, who will introduce others as well and start the presentation on the results of our PCB testing results and next steps. 
​
Suzanne joined the meeting 
​
912d1086-0847-440a-b215-fa2d37658c98 left the meeting 
​
Janine joined the meeting 
​
Coppolino, Patricia   0:43​
Hi everyone I am happy New year.​
Sorry to be here talking to you about PCB's or detected in your school.​
My name is Trish Coppolino.​
I'm with the Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation and I'd like to introduce the team of state folks that are joining me here to help with presenting what we were finding I've been. 
​
Amy Labate   1:04​
How much off? 
​
Coppolino, Patricia   1:08​
Would you like to introduce yourself? 
​
Pendleton, Eben   1:10​
Hi, I'm Evan Pendleton.​
I'm with the Department of Environmental Conservation as well, and I'm the project manager for Rutland Town School. 
​
Coppolino, Patricia   1:20​
And like to introduce my coworkers from the Department of Health.​
Or have them introduce themselves. 
​
Owen, Sarah   1:26​
Hi.​
I'm Sarah Owen.​
I'm the state toxicologist at the health department and I'm here with Danielle. 
​
Thorkildsen, Danielle (she/her)   1:35​
Hi, I'm Danielle Thorkelson and I am the PCB coordinator at the health department. 
​
Coppolino, Patricia   1:40​
And my colleague Jill.​
From the Agency of Education. 
​
Amy Labate   1:43​
The speaker, all these people. 
​
BriggsCampbell, Jill   1:44​
I folks still. Briggs Campbell.​
I'm the director of operations for the Agency of Education. 
​
Amy Labate   1:47​
Others. 
​
Coppolino, Patricia   1:52​
Our plan tonight is to walk you through a brief presentation of the PCP program.​
The results that were identified in the school, the next steps and then open the conversation up to questions.​
I would ask that if everyone could stay muted, that would be great. 
​
cheryl ullman joined the meeting 
​
Coppolino, Patricia   2:11​
You can raise your hands or put questions in the chat and we will answer them has because it's after the presentation is over.​
As I mentioned, my name is Trish Coppolino.​
I'm the senior environmental program manager at the Department of Environmental Conservation.​
Next slide, Evan.​
I wanna make sure we all understand what PCB's are, so they stand for polychlorinated biphenyls.​
Polychlorinated biphenyls are man made chemicals.​
They were manufactured by Monsanto in the United States.​
They were actually the only manufacturer of PCBS in the US.​
PCB's are used in or were used in multiple types of building materials in schools.​
They were primarily used in. 
​
William McCloy joined the meeting 
​
Coppolino, Patricia   3:14​
Cockings paints mastics jointing materials and spray on fire proofing is where we find most of the PCB's.​
When we start looking for them, pieces were banned by the United States Environmental Protection Agency in 1979, so they are no longer manufactured.​
Longer manufactured PCB's did not break down quickly in the environment and they do persist.​
I because of some of the findings at Burlington High School, the Vermont State Legislature mandated that all public and approved independent schools that were built before 1980 needs to be tested for PCB's and indoor air. 
​
Jodi Manning joined the meeting 
​
Jodi Manning  left the meeting 
​
Owen, Sarah   4:02​
We know that PCB's can affect our health in several different ways and this is the reason that PCB's have gotten so much attention.​
They're one of the few chemicals that the EPA Tosca program regulates, and of course, the Vermont legislature required that schools test for these chemicals.​
We know that PCP's.​
Can increase our risk of getting some types of cancer.​
PCB's can cause malignant Melanoma.​
PCB's can also affect our immune system, reproductive system, nervous system and endocrine system, especially for babies, as they're developing, PCB's have a very long half life in our bodies.​
That means it takes a very long time for PCB's to leave our bodies once we're exposed.​
When we started the school testing project a couple of couple of years ago, as directed by the legislature, the Health Department and DC worked together to come up with school action levels. 
​
77c66a82-b919-42bc-afd0-f14fa0ed6de2 joined the meeting 
​
Owen, Sarah   5:05​
And you'll see these references throughout the presentation.​
So the school action levels are these numbers that represent concentrations of PCB's in the indoor air, and it's an indicator of when there are sources that can be removed in the building or in the room to get those levels to come down.​
Down, ideally our PCB levels in the indoor air of schools are zero or as low as possible, so these these levels are a good indicator that they there are sources to address and take care of their different for different age groups.​
And that's because we know that smaller kids have more background PCB exposure than the larger kids.​
So we take into account background to make sure people aren't exposed to too many PCB's in schools.​
Schools we also have, excuse me, immediate action levels and those are three times the school action levels and those are also numbers and we use those to help us help make decisions about what rooms should be taken out of service for primary classrooms.​
So the the higher the levels, the more we wanna help schools reduce exposure to students and staff. 
​
Coppolino, Patricia   6:25​
The current framework of our PCP program looks like this.​
So we've hired environmental consultants.​
That's DC hires environmental consultants to go to each school and look at all of the spaces that are built or renovated before 1980.​
So several schools like this school have classrooms that were built after 1980.​
Those spaces weren't looked at as part of the study. 
​
636df8ea-984f-4e96-9f2d-8a929124b518 joined the meeting 
​
Coppolino, Patricia   6:52​
They go through each space and they look at all of the different types of building materials that exist in each space, and they they document all of that, and then they take all of these like spaces and group them together.​
And so they're looking at spaces that might have similar windows, similar types of construction, similar types of heating and ventilating and cooling systems.​
They look at spaces that were constructed and renovated together and then they they grouped them all together and we basically ask the consultants to sample the indoor air of 30% of all the rooms within a group. 
​
SB joined the meeting 
​
Coppolino, Patricia   7:33​
And so if there's a group of 10 spaces, three of those spaces would be sampled.​
That would be 30% of them.​
When we look at the grouping of the rooms, it helps us understand the different types of materials that are there.​
If we need to target them to remove them, but also allows us to take the data and spread it across to the untested rooms in those same groups.​
It also allows us to look at occupancy options to provide to the schools so that we can ensure that we're keeping kids in schools and that they're learning in a healthy environment.​
So I'm just show you what one of the air samplers looks like.​
A lot of people ask us this question.​
So closer to the floor, you'll see kind of like a white square near the bottom of the tripod, and that's the pump.​
So it's pulling air through the tube and up into this glass chamber.​
That's up here and the glass chamber has what we call a the polyurethane foam filter puff filter and the PCB's adhere to that filter.​
When the air is pulled through it and then we send that filter off the lab to be sampled for PCBS, that's how we get the concentration of PCBS in indoor air in a classroom versus space, that sampler runs for 24 hours. 
​
Gwen joined the meeting 
​
Coppolino, Patricia   9:00​
Three and talk about what some of the results were in the school.​
So the indoor air results ranged from 4.4 nanograms per cubic meter to 170 nanograms per meter cubed.​
The spaces where some of the school action levels were exceeded were measured in two primary classrooms, the library cafeteria stage and the two hallways, as well as the storage area off the kitchen.​
The boys locker room and the girl's bathroom and the concentrations there, arranged from 61 to 170.​
And then we had two spaces that were in exceedance of the pre K the media action level.​
Those spaces where the library and the girls bathroom and I have wanted to be clear when we look at what the action level is for a school, we look at what the lowest use of the school is.​
And so for the school pre K is what we're looking at as the the action level to look at.​
So that was 30 nanograms per meter cubed.​
And.​
I was just talking about the grouping and I wanted to show you what grouping looked like for this school, so the slate area to see you can make sure we're explaining everything is was constructed in 1995.​
So that area that's colored the slate color was not sampled as well as the brown that was constructed in 1984.​
So both of these were constructed after PCBS were banned.​
So we focused on the other portion of the school that has different colors in it and you can see how the groupings were set up.​
So orange for the hallway.​
Umm, this other orange color was Group 1, Green was group 2, yellow was Group 8 and so this is how the consultant separated all of the different spaces in the school based on the inventory they did and how they designed the sampling plan that was submitted to us.​
So the next step in the process is for the school to hire an environmental consultant, and so they've done that.​
They're going to be working with Harper environmental.​
They will be working on a sampling plan to identify what building materials should be sampled based on the inventory and based on the most likely areas that PCBS are found in building materials.​
The school is also going to be purchasing air filtration units at the state will be paying for these.​
Air filtration units have activated carbon in them.​
The PCB's bind to their carbon, so they're removed as the air goes through it, and then that PCB free air for the most part is supplied back to the room.​
And so we're looking at air exchanges that we can use to reduce PCB concentrations in classrooms.​



And then the last thing the school needs to do is to adopt an occupancy strategy related to concentrations that were in the school and continued use.​
So the school has determined that they're going to continue to use the school.​
Umm.​
As as designed and umm, this decision is supported by Health Department, Department of Environmental Conservation and Agency of Education.​
So there won't be any changes to the use of the school moving forward.​
I should say, with the exception of some spaces where Pre K will not be using some classrooms.​
This is a rough outline or image for you so you can see how long it takes for this process to to work through.​
This isn't a quick process by any means.​
After we identified the PCB's consultant and we'll put together a work plan and conducts building material sampling that goes off to the lab that can take up to six months for us to do that work and get results back.​
And then after we have understood where all the PCB's are in the building that are causing the indoor air impacts, we move towards corrective action which is removal or or mitigating covering up the PCB's so that we can reduce indoor air to concentrations below the school action levels.​
Action levels that can take another 6 plus months on top of that, during this time frame, while we're evaluating where the PCB's are in the building and looking to remove them, we will be conducting routine indoor air sampling.​
So we look at quarterly indoor air sampling so that we can confirm that that air filtration units are working and that we're not having any exceedances to the school action levels while we're doing this work. 
​
BriggsCampbell, Jill joined the meeting 
​
Coppolino, Patricia   13:49​
That is the end of this presentation I and we are happy to take any questions that you have.​
Feel free to raise your hand or pop them in the chat and we will go through and answer them.​
Yes.​
William looking. 
​
William McCloy   14:38​
Uh, yeah, yeah.​
Can you hear me alright? 
​
Coppolino, Patricia   14:41​
Yes. 
​
William McCloy   14:41​
I missed the very beginning of the presentation because I was.​
I'm scampering back to my house, but and maybe you covered it there, but my question is about the newer parts of the school that weren't sampled and I was just curious, in your experience, you know, are those spaces, you know, is there a big difference between the air concentrations there versus the, you know, the parts of the school that we're focused on for the sampling, you know, given that air moves around?​
Umm, so I just wondered if you could comment on that. 
​
Coppolino, Patricia   15:14​
Sure.​
Part of what we will do now that we know PCB's are detected is have the consultant work with your facilities person to look at how air moves in the school.​
So are there connected HVAC systems or anything that we need to identify and look at as a potential for air movement and PCB migration to happen?​
But it is something that we will look at next.​
Evan, do you want to maybe post our contact information here?​
So people can also email us if they want to.​
If they come up, have questions afterwards. Thanks. 
​
Pendleton, Eben   15:58​
Yep. 
​
Coppolino, Patricia   16:28​
We don't want to make you stay here.​
Ohm and happy to answer questions offline later or anything else.​
Sarah. 
​
Sarah Tetzlaff   16:41​
Yeah, I I think one UM question that I've gotten umm from the public that may be helpful.​
They've asked about, UM, why are just schools being tested?​
And they know I this was asked twice in our faculty and staff meeting earlier this afternoon.​
And why aren't other municipalities, hospitals and nursing homes?​
Umm personal homes built prior to 19?​
They why aren't those being tested?​
Why is it just schools just in Vermont?​
Because there is no other state that is doing this.​
So I didn't know if maybe you could answer that. 
​
Coppolino, Patricia   17:18​
Sure. Umm. 
​
Sarah Tetzlaff   17:19​
Thank you. 
​
Coppolino, Patricia   17:21​
So you are correct that Vermont is the first in the nation's program to have the school testing program as a requirement.​
The simplest answer, and maybe not the most satisfying answer, is that currently under Vermont statute, there are regulations put in place that allow Dec to require testing of indoor air and PCB's, as well as look at that as a release to the environment.​
But it is specific to public and approved independent schools, and anything outside of that is not something that the state has jurisdiction to require. 
​
Helene joined the meeting 
​
Coppolino, Patricia   18:04​
The indoor air sampling to happen.​
The Dec does look at PCB's and soil and groundwater and.​
Sediments, surface water and other buildings where we're looking at disposal, where there are releases.​
But right now PCB's and indoor air and the requirement to sample is specific to schools.​
Dining. 
​
Owen, Sarah   19:13​
She is muted, it looks like. 
​
Sarah Tetzlaff   19:24​
Janine, do you have a question?​
Feel free to ask it.​
You can just unmute yourself.​
Janine, do you wanna type your question in the chat?​
And then it looks like, uh, Karen Pozzetti has a question as well.​
Go for it, Karen. 
​
Karen (Letourneau) Pezzetti   19:51​
Hi, can you hear me? 
​
Coppolino, Patricia   19:54​
Yes. 
​
Karen (Letourneau) Pezzetti   19:55​
Umm I I I have history with Rutland Town.​
I I started teaching there in 84 and so we had a lot of testing done in 97 and 98 due to a number of teachers diagnosed with cancer in a short period of time.​
Seven teachers and seven months and we had all kinds of testing done, Jan Carney, who was the Commissioner of Health at the time, had come and worked with our our community.​
So has all that been reviewed all the information from the testing back then? 
​
Owen, Sarah   20:29​
Umm I.​
I have not seen anything about that testing, so tonight was the first time that I heard about that testing. 
​
Karen (Letourneau) Pezzetti   20:39​
OK, that's interesting.​
Because over the years, we've had probably 14 people diagnosed with cancer that were teachers there as and a number of students as well. 
​
Gwen   20:49​
And for students well. 
​
Karen (Letourneau) Pezzetti   20:51​
So I'm just curious if Sarah, do you know where any of that information is? 
​
Sarah Tetzlaff   21:01​
I'm not sure where any of that is.​
I talked to umm other some other teachers that have been here as well that mentioned previous school board members that may have had that.​
But Karen, you mentioned the health Commissioner. 
​
Karen (Letourneau) Pezzetti   21:16​
Yes. 
​
Sarah Tetzlaff   21:17​
Who was that? 
​
Karen (Letourneau) Pezzetti   21:19​
Jan Carney at the time and I have a whole file of all the a lot of testing results and things only because I was personally affected when my husband died of cancer.​
He was one of the teachers.​
So and we had done all kinds of air quality water, soil on the whole bit.​
And so I'm just curious why PCB's weren't identified then, but they are now.​
This was back, as I said in the mid 90s. 
​
Sarah Tetzlaff   21:50​
That was a question earlier too, Sarah, that that we had at our staff meeting. 
​
Owen, Sarah   21:50​
And.​
Yeah.​
So yeah, I was going to ask if maybe you could connect me with Janine.​
Doctor Carney is no longer at the health department.​
We we may have records somewhere, but it might be quickest for me to connect with Janine and see what you have in terms of records.​
As far as why testing wasn't done for PCB's at that time, it's it's a good question.​
My guess is they looked at some really basic indicators of air quality.​
Or maybe you know, I think we'd have to look through the records, but PCB's have been, you know, they're recognized as toxic chemicals.​
And it's been known for many years that they've been in building materials, but there's been, I think it's been a difficult situation for many states to figure out how to address because of the knowledge that they are in probably so many different building materials. 
​
Helene left the meeting 
​
beth jones joined the meeting 
​
Karen (Letourneau) Pezzetti   22:52​
Sarah Tesla if I can bring, it's Karen.​
I can bring up what I have to you.​
So you can make copies of it and then maybe you guys can review that. 
​
Sarah Tetzlaff   23:02​
Yeah, that would be great.​
And I don't know where those files? Umm. 
​
Karen (Letourneau) Pezzetti   23:08​
They were either on the back of the library or in the principal's office, or no assistant principal's office.​
'S office, but that was again, you know, seven years. 
​
Sarah Tetzlaff   23:14​
There.​
Yeah, they're they're not in either of the offices admin offices now. 
​
Karen (Letourneau) Pezzetti   23:18​
A lot.​
OK.​
OK, well I do have a lot of information.​
I'll bring that up in the next couple of days. 
​
Sarah Tetzlaff   23:27​
That would be great.​
Yeah.​
Whatever you have and then I'll just send it to Evan.​
Do I just send it to you? OK. 
​
Karen (Letourneau) Pezzetti   23:34​
Thank you. 
​
Owen, Sarah   23:34​
I it's probably better if you connect directly with me.​
So, Evan, can you connect us with email just cause with sharing some of that, it might be better to just go directly to health, OK. 
​
Pendleton, Eben   23:42​
Yeah, yeah.​
Yeah, I'll Tara.​
Send you Sarah.​
I'll send you Sarah's contact information so. 
​
Coppolino, Patricia   24:03​
Parents, you have a question? 
​
Sarah Tetzlaff   24:06​
There there was a question in the chat from Janine.​
So she wasn't able, she said.​
Are the tolerance levels that Vermont established the same as the EPA's? 
​
Owen, Sarah   24:19​
Uh, so EPA doesn't have regulatory levels.​
EPA has guidance levels and they are different from Vermont's.​
'S we used the same process, so we used the exact same equations.​
The same approach in terms of looking at background exposure, one of the big differences is that EPA looked at average exposure to students and staff.​
So they looked at someone who's in the building for six hours a day.​
Umm, in Vermont, we always use more of a maximum exposure scenario.​
A reasonable maximum exposure.​
So think about the staff member or the student who's there, and after school programs.​
And so our exposure time during each day is longer.​
It's about 9.75 hours, so that's one of the big differences.​
The EPA levels are not very far off from Vermont's levels, though.​
They're, but they're very close, especially to our immediate action levels.​
I can answer part of the question.​
Is there anything we should do for the kids and staff right now, testing concerns, etcetera?​
If the question is about blood testing, we don't recommend blood testing for PCB's because we know that we are all exposed to PCB's, so PCB's are common in our diet.​
In our diet, if you test your blood for PCB's you you will find it and it's not going to tell you if the PCB's were from school or from your diet.​
Your diet and it also doesn't give a healthcare provider helpful information.​
So it's not like a cholesterol test where a healthcare provider can look at your level and understand what that means for risk.​
Chris, do you want to answer the rest of that question? 



​
Coppolino, Patricia   26:14​
Related to the testing piece, the schools already or working on getting the air purifiers ordered.​
So we'll have those put in and then we'll have the consultant resample right afterwards to look at reductions and confirm that the air sampling or the air filters are working.​
And then we will continue to sample quarterly to make sure that we have reduced indoor air concentrations in this.​
I'm not going to make you all stay here.​
I know you all are scrambling to get done with work and start the next part of your evening like most of us are.​
Also, I would say feel free to email us and look at our website if you have other questions we wanna make sure we're getting you the answers you need. 
​
Chris  left the meeting 
​
Coppolino, Patricia   27:33​
Feel free to reach out to Sarah and she can definitely get a questions to us as well, and we can get them back to you and we'll make sure that we're being as open and transparent as we can through this process and that you get all the information you need.​
And I guess you know, have a great evening.​
Thank you for joining and listening and take care. 
​
903f77f5-2e6b-4274-970e-b42d55b122b9 left the meeting 
​
Pendleton, Eben stopped transcription 


