
TEACHING FOR ARTISTIC BEHAVIOR 
Tab Philosophy 
Teaching for Artistic Behavior (TAB) is a philosophical approach to art education that places 
children at the center of artmaking choices. The foundation for this education model builds on 
three principles, known as the Three-Sentence TAB Curriculum:​
 

1.​ What do artists do? 
2.​ The child is the artist. 
3.​ The classroom is the child’s studio. 

​
The Three-Sentence TAB Curriculum guides every decision that TAB teachers make as they design 
learning environments, plan curricula, write individual lesson plans, consider students’ needs, 
and order supplies. Students in Teaching for Artistic Behavior programs experience artistic 
thinking and making through self-direction and teachers respond to their progress with a flexible 
curriculum that adapts to their emergent ideas. TAB teachers believe in the child as the artist and 
embrace the thinking and artwork that emerges both in and out of art class.​
 
TAB Structures 
TAB art programs embed high expectations with simple routines and instructional sequences that 
guide students to achieve success in the learner-directed environment. Whenever new media is 
introduced or new students arrive, the purposes, expectations, and routines are clearly 
introduced with visual reminders. These structures help to keep students accountable through 
shared responsibility for their artwork, studios, and the learning community. 
​
Choice-Based Art Education 
TAB is the philosophy that grounds this learner-directed model and choice-based art education 
is the methodology that drives the practice through the use of studio centers. Commonly seen in 
primary classrooms, centers offer students a focused learning experience. Most choice-based art 
programs offer separate studio centers by media, such as painting, clay, and printmaking. Centers 
function as mini-art studios, complete with instructional information, menus, resources, 
materials, and tools. Students move independently among centers, utilizing materials, tools, and 
resources as needed for their artmaking.​
​
“Choice-based” is an umbrella concept for educational programs that offer students some degree 
of choice. Choice-based art educators may or may not follow TAB philosophy but all TAB teachers 
are also choice-based teachers. 

 
https://teachingforartisticbehavior.org  



ARTISTIC BEHAVIOR 
Four core practices are the foundation of Teaching for Artistic Behavior: ​
Personal Context, Pedagogical Context, Classroom Context and Assessment. ​
 
PERSONAL CONTEXT 
Choice-based art education regards students 
as artists and offers students real choices for 
responding to their own ideas and interests 
through art making. 

Essential Elements 

●​ The student is the artist 
●​ Students control subject matter, 

materials, approach 
●​ Student beliefs drive work 
●​ Students are self-motivated 
●​ Experimentation and mistakes are 

honored 

Results: personal work and deep learning​
 
PEDAGOGICAL CONTEXT 
Choice-based art education supports multiple 
modes of learning and teaching. 

Modes of Instruction 

Teacher 

●​ Direct 
●​ Indirect 
●​ Whole group demonstrations 
●​ Small group instruction 
●​ One-on-one 

Student 

●​ Peer coaches 
●​ Self initiated groups 
●​ Sharing work with the group or class 

Resources 

●​ Reproductions 
●​ Books 
●​ Internet/multimedia 
●​ Student work​

 
CLASSROOM CONTEXT 
Choice-based art education provides 
resources and opportunities to construct 
knowledge and meaning in the process of 
making art. 

Structuring Time 

●​ Brief, whole group demonstrations 
●​ Students plan outside of class 
●​ Students work at personal pace 

Arranging Space 

●​ Environment attractive, inspiring 
●​ Environment organized for group and 

individual work 

Managing Materials 

●​ Highly organized for ease of use 
●​ Students take responsibility for care of 

room/materials 
●​ Students help to collect materials, 

beginning art process 
●​ Choosing materials important part of 

the process 

Providing Instruction 

●​ Centers provide ongoing instruction and 
inspiration 

●​ Centers allow for independent work 
while allowing teacher to instruct in 
multiple ways​
 

ASSESSMENT 
Choice-based art education utilizes multiple 
forms of assessment to support student and 
teacher growth. 

●​ Artistic behaviors are honored and 
noted in the ongoing assessment process 

●​ Teacher-created documentation 
captures observations of students’ 
artistic behaviors, needs and 
accomplishments 

●​ Rubrics are negotiated between 
students and teachers and are broad 
enough to affirm student differences 

●​ Self-assessment occurs on a regular 
basis, both informally and with 
self-reflection writing 

●​ Collaborative assessment includes peer 
coaching, group sharing, curating 
exhibitions and conferencing with the 
teacher 



​
 

 
https://www.smartistblog.com/single-post/2017/11/07/Engaging-the-Unengaged



https://www.theartofed.com/2017/01/25/tips-transition-tab/ 



 

 



 
https://www.theartofed.com/2011/08/17/picture-this-labeling-supplies/ 

 

 

https://www.theartofed.com/2011/08/17/picture-this-labeling-supplies/


 

Challenge: 
Create a work of art that 
represents at least one insect. 
Requirements: 
Include all of the body parts 
of the insect in the correct 
places. 

Include a variety of textures 
or patterns. 
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TAB Center Possibilities 
Drawing: pencils, colored 
pencils, pens, crayons, oil 
pastels, scratch board 

Painting: watercolor, cake 
tempera, acrylic 

Collage: paper scraps, 
cardboard, odds and ends, 
scissors, glue sticks 

 

Sculpture/Construction: 
cardboard, thin plastic, 
wood scraps, recyclables, 
glues, paper fasteners 

Printmaking: stamps, 
styrofoam, water based 
ink, brayers, paper 

Fiber Arts: yarn, ribbon, 
cardboard looms, 
embroidery floss, needles, 
fabric 

Mask making: mask forms, 
papier mache, heavy 
paper, scissors, glue, 
feathers 

Digital Arts: ipad apps, 
computer, cameras, printer 

Clay: air dry clay, polymer 
clay, tools 

 

 

 



Resources 
 
Websites 
https://teachingforartisticbehavior.org/ 

Official TAB website with lots of information. 

https://www.theartofed.com/products/course/choice-based-art-education/ 

Online course about choice-based arts education. Many free resources available as well. 

https://www.smartistblog.com/single-post/2017/11/07/Engaging-the-Unengaged 

Blog post about “Engaging the Unengaged” students in a TAB environment. 

 
Books 
Douglas, K. M., Jaquith, D. B., & Thompson, C. M. (2018). Engaging learners through artmaking: 
Choice-based art education in the classroom (TAB). New York: Teachers College Press. 

Jaquith, D. B., & Fahey, P. (2012). The learner-directed classroom: Developing creative thinking skills 
through art. New York, NY: Teachers College Press. 

 

 

https://teachingforartisticbehavior.org/
https://www.theartofed.com/products/course/choice-based-art-education/
https://www.smartistblog.com/single-post/2017/11/07/Engaging-the-Unengaged
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