
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Adapting the “Canon” Literature 

There are some very cool ways to apply an ecocritical lens throughout traditional 

units, which ultimately leads to new 

discoveries in both climate literacy and typical literary studies.  



 

 

A pull quote is 

​ If you are teaching The Great Gatsby, The​ If teaching Huxley’s Brave New Worldan impactful or   

​ Pearl, or other units on 20th-century​ Anderson’s ​ Feed, ​ consider quote taken 
fromdiscussing 

American literature, you can consider the consumerism and adding:the article. You can place 
the 

​ following:​  So Yesterday; Pretties; or Uglies by 

quote you want  
Have students imagine the carbon Scott Westerfeld. to highlight here. 

footprints of the texts’ characters, and  20-min. video: “The Story of Stuff.” how they may 

compare to today’s 

​ figures.​ Even ​ Shakespeare ​ has ​ eco ​ critical   

 Pair the focal text with readings about applications, especially A Midsummer early American 

environmentalists, Night’s Dream and As You Like It. 

​ like John Muir, Aldo Leopold, or​  Analyze Titania’s speech in MND act 

​ Maude Murie. Consider how these​ II.1 lines 81-117.
 

​ historic figures might have interacted​  Read the text Green Shakespeare for 

​ with the book’s characters.​ more. 
 

When teaching Charles Dickens, students Marlowe, Spenser, Sidney, Milton, Gray can analyze class 

differences and Pope:
 

​ perceptions of the environment. You can​  All of these poets were influenced by
 

​ pair the texts:​ the early Pastoral movement, and 

​ Life in the Iron Mills (1861)​ tend to depict nature in a magical and 

​ London Labour and the London Poor​ appreciative way.  

​ New York City Sketches​  Marlowe’s “The Passionate Shepherd 

to his Love” discusses gender and class 

roles in the midst of industrialization. 
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Adapting the “Canon” Literature 



 

Romanticism and Transcendentalism: Wordsworth, Keats, Coleridge, Shelley, Thoreau: 

These authors portray the modern world as it breaks sacred bonds with nature.  

Thoreau’s Walden, “Walking,” “Life Without Principle,” and “Civil Disobedience” 
A pull quote isall hold 

​ implications with climate change and taking a stand against it.​ an impactful 
quote taken from 

 Wordsworth’s “The World is Too Much With Us” shows the hope of Romanticism against the 
article. You 

encroaching industrialism. 
can place the 

 Compare the paintings Wanderer Above the Sea and Houses of Parliamentquote you want for a 
visual 

​ comparison of Romantic vs. Industrial views.  ​ to highlight here. 

Some more commonly taught short stories and novels that hold up to ecocritical analysis 

include: 

 “To Build a Fire,” “All Summer in a Day,” “The Most Dangerous Game,” “The Interlopers,” 

“The Open Boat,” “Eve’s Diary” 

 Lord of the Flies, Huckleberry Finn, The Scarlet Letter, Wuthering Heights, Tolkien’s works, The 

Grapes of Wrath, Hatchet, Dune, Frankenstein, The Tempest, Candide,  

 Poems “Windy Nights” by Stevenson, “Colours” by Rossetti, “The Months of the Year” by 

Coleridge, “You Are Old, Father William” by Carroll, and “Morning Has Broken” by Farjeon 

Another unique way to utilize the “canon” literature is to reimagine it in contemporary contexts. For 

example,  

 Of Mice and Men - consider how climate change might impact the lives of migrant workers like 

George and Lenny. 

 Animal Farm - how different class groups are impacted by climate change. Perhaps the pigs are 

insisting on their privilege at the cost of the environmental conditions for the other animals.  

 To Kill a Mockingbird - Atticus, with the help of Scout and Jem, advocates for legal action 

to fight climate change  
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Here are some resources to get students involved in their local and global communities making actual 

change through service projects and learning activities. These activities prove to students that they 

are real stakeholders and changemakers in the midst of the climate crisis.  

Get Involved! 

350.org Go Local 

Alliance for Climate 
Education 

Citizens Climate Lobby 

Climate Action Network 

Environmental Defense Fund 

Friends of the Earth 

Action Greenpeace 

iMatterYouth 

Our Children’s Trust 

Sierra Student Coalition 

The Climate Reality Project 

Union of Concerned Scientists 

Youth Climate Action Now 

Dream in Green 

Kids Versus Global Warming 

Team Marine 

Green Ambassadors 

Fridays for Future 

Reading List 
Hopefully the collection of resources above is useful as you get started on your climate literacy 

journey. Please go ahead and explore the texts below to learn more about ecocriticism and 
climate 

23 

https://350.org/?r=US&c=NA
https://acespace.org/
https://acespace.org/
https://citizensclimatelobby.org/
https://climatenetwork.org/
https://www.edf.org/
https://foeaction.org/
https://foeaction.org/
https://engage.us.greenpeace.org/31S_SBwPjkqt7vFLLKd16w2?utm_source=gs&utm_medium=ads&utm_content=FD_GS_FR_FY22_PolarBear_1x_Brd&utm_campaign=Inc__220609_FD_GSFRPAC1BrandAJZZZZZZAACZ&sourceid=1014003&ms=FD_GS_FR_FY22_PolarBear_1x_Brd&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiA1MCrBhAoEiwAC2d64ayjzjCIaMchWaY_liBCLjLrWQ1PEhlmT7293LnvqJ-BoIU_NCxT5hoCdLkQAvD_BwE
http://www.imatteryouth.org/?utm_medium=referral&utm_source=idealist
https://www.ourchildrenstrust.org/
https://www.sierraclub.org/youth
https://www.climaterealityproject.org/
https://www.ucsusa.org/
https://climateactionnowma.org/youth-climate-action-now-2/
https://dreamingreen.org/
https://celfeducation.org/yvfp/kids-v-global-warming/#:~:text=Kids%20vs%20Global%20Warming%20is,empowers%20them%20to%20take%20action.
https://www.teammarine.org/
http://greenambassadors.org/
https://fridaysforfuture.org/
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