
“Antipas also had family issues that proved to be his undoing. He divorced his first wife, 
Phasaelis, the daughter of King Aretas IV of Nabatea, and then married his niece Herodias, who 
had previously been married to two of Antipas’s half-brothers. This incurred the criticism of the 
popular Galilean prophet John the Baptist and drew a military reprisal from Aretas, whose 
victory over Antipas was regarded by many as God’s punishment for Antipas’s execution of 
John the Baptist.” 
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