
1992 NBA All-Star Game 

 

 
The 1992 NBA All-Star Game was the 42nd edition of the All-Star Game. It was hosted at the 
Orlando Arena in Orlando, Florida on February 9, 1992, where the West defeated the East, 
153–113. Magic Johnson led all players with 25 points and was awarded the MVP. The game is 
memorable for the return of Los Angeles Lakers guard Magic Johnson, who retired before the 
1991–92 NBA season after contracting HIV. The game was played in front of a crowd of 14,272 
as Dick Enberg and Mike Fratello announced the game for NBC. M Michael Bolton performed 
the National Anthem. Vanilla Ice provided half-time entertainment.  
 
The All-Star Game features NBA players voted in by fans and coaches by conference and 
position. The teams are divided into the Western Conference and Eastern Conference. All 11 
professional basketball players of the "Dream Team," the 1992 United States Olympic men's 
basketball team, were also on the 1992 All-Star Game roster. 
 
Los Angeles Lakers guard Magic Johnson had announced his retirement at the beginning of the 
1991–92 season due to testing positive for HIV. Nevertheless, he was voted in by the fans as a 
guard for the Western Conference team in the All-Star Game. He led all players with 25 points 
and was awarded the MVP. He also took the final shot of the game, a three-pointer, after which 
point the game ended with 14.5 seconds left, as players ran onto the court to congratulate 
Johnson and exchange high-fives. Of his performance, Gary Washburn of the Boston Globe 
wrote, "It was supposed to be a swan song, one of professional sport's most emotional and 
riveting moments: the farewell of Magic Johnson from the NBA and perhaps mainstream society 
after announcing that he had contracted HIV." 
 
1992 NBA All-Star Game Recap 
 
The Lakers’ Earvin “Magic” Johnson came out of retirement for one game to lead the West to a 
thumping of the East, scoring 25 points and handing out nine assists in the final All-Star 
appearance of his Hall of Fame career. 
 
Johnson abruptly hung up his jersey before the 1991-92 season after announcing he had 
contracted HIV. Still, fans remembered Magic’s style and passion for the game and voted him 
into the starting lineup for the West. In the closing moments of the victory, Johnson playfully 
engaged in one-on-one defensive matchups with longtime rivals Isiah Thomas and Michael 
Jordan, stopping both players on successive attempts. Then, in the crowning moment of his 



evening, Magic nailed a long, buzzer-beating 3-pointer over Thomas, playfully celebrating as he 
flashed his trademark mega-watt smile. 
 
Seven other players scored double figures for the West, which led by 24 points at halftime. The 
153 points scored by Johnson and friends equaled an All-Star game record for non-overtime 
games, and the 40-point margin of victory was the biggest ever in an All-Star Game. 
 
Johnson wasn’t the only former Laker to make his final All-Star appearance in this game. James 
Worthy, a seven-time All-Star and future Hall of Famer, came off the bench for the West. He had 
nine points and four rebounds in 14 minutes. 
 
Cedric Ceballos of the Phoenix Suns took home the Slam Dunk Contest trophy with a 
blindfolded dunk, while the Bulls’ Craig Hodges won the last of his three straight 3-Point 
Shootout championships. 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



1992 “Nothing But Net” All-Star Game 

 

 
The West defeated the East 109-107 with John Stockton of the Indiana Pacers taking home 
the Most Valuable Player Award. Stockton led the West with 14 points, 14 assists, 3 steals, and 
2 rebounds. Patrick Ewing of the Los Angeles Lakers followed up with 23 points, 9 rebounds, 3 
steals, and 2 blocked shots in the win. 
 
Michael Jordan of the New Orleans Buccaneers led the East with 19 points, 8 rebounds, 5 
assists, and 3 steals. Charles Barkley of the New York Knicks contributed 22 points, pull down 6 
rebounds, and dished out 2 assists in a losing effort. 
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1992 NBA All-Star Game Highlights 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 



 

 



 

 

 


