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1. Sforno on Exodus 6:2:1

"I am God," the One Who maintains
existence. | have not only called it
into existence, but | also sustain it.
For existence has no substance or
continuity except for my influence
upon it.... Unless | had given My
consent no creature could continue
to exist.

2. Rashi on Exodus 6:2:1

"And God said to Moshe" — He
took him to task because he had
spoken so censoriously when he
said, (Exodus 5:22) “Why have you
done such evil to this people?”.

3. Mei HaShiloach, Va’Era

“And E-lohim spoke to Moshe
saying to him, | am Hashem.” After
Moshe assailed God, He responded
by rebuking him.
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And this is why the Torah says

vai’daber, which is a harsher way of

speaking. The name “Elohim” also
teaches of this. So immediately
after it says, “and He said to him.”

This is like one who became angry
at his friend, yet he loves him, so
when he sees his friend astonished
and frightened, he then hints to
him that all his anger was only
outward and momentary.

Thus it is here with the formulation
“and He said to him, | am Hashem,”
for saying” denotes softness,
meaning that He whispered to him
that He is not really angry, God
forbid. This is also why it says “l am
Hashem,” for the name Havaya is
filled with compassion. And the
strong rebuke was only outward
and temporary, so do not be afraid.
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