
 

Mesopotamia 
Before we begin: 

 
Source 

An Introduction to Ancient 
Mesopotamia. We will watch 
“Legacy: The Origins of 
Civilization” ep.1 “Iraq: The Cradle 
of Civilization” 
Please have your Bingo card 
ready with your chosen terms. 

 

 
Image Source 

https://www.amazon.com/Iraq-Cradle-of-Civilization/dp/B003ITIQTM/ref=sr_1_1?s=instant-video&ie=UTF8&qid=1475889940&sr=1-1&keywords=iraq+the+cradle+of+civilization
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zLTg8KzD42H1W8jO-PcfhX_W3h6MvvOOj8MIZ_0un_o/copy?usp=sharing
http://www.learningwithjamesgentry.com/HISTORYBOOKS/MYCOOLGRANDPARENTSAREANCIENT/Ancient%20Mesopotamia.html


 
 
DIRECTIONS: Explore the links below in any order you wish. Be sure to 
record new knowledge, aha’s, responses to questions and what you 
now wonder in the column on the right.  

 

Text/Media: Response:  

Geography:: 
Mesopotamia: The land 
between two rivers  

 
 

 

Why do you think these early civilizations 
developed along rivers?  
 
What are some advantages and 
disadvantages of living near a river? 

 
Type answer here. 
 

Religion: Gods, Goddesses, 
Demons and Monsters 

 
 

 

Why were priests so important? 
 

http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/geography/home_set.html
http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/geography/home_set.html
https://d3jc3ahdjad7x7.cloudfront.net/YFo8whDLarNLe5kY2FUqbeAjos07RW4WEIr8e7kp3urwyEZP.pdf
http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/gods/index.html
http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/gods/index.html


Architecture: The Great 
Ziggurat of Ur 

 

 

Government: Explore 
Hammurabi’s Code 

 

 

What are the similarities between the laws of 
Hammurabi’s code and our laws today? 

 

Mysteries: The Hanging 
Gardens of Babylon 

●​ Watch 
●​ Read 
●​ Visit 

 

Why is the Hanging Gardens of Babylon 
considered one of the seven wonders of the 
world? What is so special about it? What 
makes it so mysterious? 
Type your answer here. 

 

Art & Technology: The 
Inventions of Ancient 
Mesopotamia 

How did inventions and special knowledge 
support agriculture in Ancient Mesopotamia? 
 

Type your answer here. 

 
 
 

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ancient-art-civilizations/ancient-near-east1/sumerian/a/ziggurat-of-ur
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ancient-art-civilizations/ancient-near-east1/sumerian/a/ziggurat-of-ur
http://www.phillipmartin.info/hammurabi/hammurabi_situation_index.htm
http://www.phillipmartin.info/hammurabi/hammurabi_situation_index.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kfg1YE-BqTc&feature=share
http://www.history.com/news/hanging-gardens-existed-but-not-in-babylon
http://www.unmuseum.org/hangg.htm
http://www.ducksters.com/history/mesopotamia/science_and_technology.php
http://www.ducksters.com/history/mesopotamia/science_and_technology.php
http://www.ducksters.com/history/mesopotamia/science_and_technology.php


 
 

Can you guess what this is? 

 
 

Source 
Click on the source to find out. 

Legends, Heroes & 
Mythology: 

1.​ The Epic of Gilgamesh 
2.​ Gilgamesh the Hero 

 

What is it about the message or lesson in this 
story that made it so popular in ancient times? 
What can we infer about the values and culture 
of ancient Mesopotamians based on this story? 

         
 
 
(You type your answers here) 
 
 

The Funny Pages:  

 

Click on the image source below to 
explore more ancient history cartoons: 
Choose one of the cartoons and complete the 
cartoon analysis page. 

https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/u/0/usergallery/kALi4Wl5wDvgKQ
http://mesopotamia.mrdonn.org/gilgamesh.html
http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/geography/story/sto_set.html
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/cartoon_analysis_worksheet.pdf


 
SOURCE 

Create a comic (you can try Powtoon, 
Storyboard That or a Google slide) that 
makes a comparison between modern 
culture/news events and Ancient 
Mesopotamian culture. Share the link in 
Google classroom feed for “Funnies”. 

Mesopotamian Writing 
Explore this Webpage  

 

Write your name in Cuneiform: Open a 
new Google drawing, add the name tag image 
(pictured below but you can find it through 
google image search as well). Screenshot your 
cuneiform drawing and add to your Google 
drawing to create your Mesopotamian name tag. 

 

 
 

What is the connection between commerce 
or trade and the development of systems of 
writing? 

 

https://martinhumanities.com/tag/cartoons/
http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/writing/home_set.html


Image Source  

Share: What are some of the reasons for the decline 
of Sumer? What can the past teach us about 
the present?  
 

Type your answer here. 

 

 
 

Works Cited 

"ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA (My Cool Grandparents Are Ancient!)." ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA 

(My Cool Grandparents Are Ancient!). Web. 06 Oct. 2016. 

"Ancient Mesopotamia for KidsLegend of Gilgamesh." The Legend of Gilgamesh (the First 

Superhero). Web. 07 Oct. 2016. 

By Studying the Phases of the Moon, the Mesopotamians Created the First Calendar. It Had 

12 Lunar Months and Was the Predecessor for Both the Jewish and Greek Calendars. 

"Ancient Mesopotamia." : Science, Inventions, and Technology. Web. 07 Oct. 2016. 

By Turning the Handle, Slaves Provided the Power. "The Seven Wonders - Hanging Gardens 

of Babylon." The Seven Wonders - Hanging Gardens of Babylon. Web. 07 Oct. 2016. 

"A Cuneiform Alphabet." Legbourne East Wold Primary School Mr Watsons Blog. 24 Feb. 

2010. Web. 06 Oct. 2016. 

Discover, Kids. "Infographic: Mesopotamia - Kids Discover." Kids Discover. Web. 07 Oct. 2016. 

"Geography." Geography. Web. 07 Oct. 2016. 

"Gods, Goddesses, Demons and Monsters." Gods, Goddesses, Demons and Monsters. Web. 

07 Oct. 2016. 

Klein, Christopher. "Hanging Gardens Existed, but Not in Babylon." History.com. A&E 

Television Networks, 14 May 2013. Web. 07 Oct. 2016. 

"Linking to Thinking." Linking to Thinking. Web. 07 Oct. 2016. 

TheUnMuseum. "Gift for a Queen - Hanging Gardens of Babylon." YouTube. YouTube, 29 Aug. 

https://watsoneastwoldblog.wordpress.com/2010/02/24/write-your-name-in-cuneiform-just-like-a-mesapotamian/cuneiform-alphabet/


2011. Web. 07 Oct. 2016. 

"Ur - Google Arts & Culture." Google Cultural Institute. Web. 07 Oct. 2016. 

"Writing." Writing. Web. 07 Oct. 2016. 


