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Alternate Assessment of Students Policy 

The CEO/Principal or his/her designee shall ensure that all children with 
disabilities are included in all general state and district-wide assessment 
programs, including the PSSA, with appropriate accommodations and alternate 
assessments where necessary and as indicated in their respective IEPs. 

Alternate assessments such as the PASA must be aligned with the state’s 
academic content standards and student academic achievement standards or if 
the state has adopted alternate academic achievement standards, measure the 
achievement of children with disabilities against those standards. 

Young Scholars of Central Pennsylvania Charter School (“Charter School”) must 
maintain information regarding the number of children who: participate in regular 
assessments; were provided accommodations in order to participate in those 
assessments; and participate in alternate assessments. 

The CEO/Principal or his/her designee is directed to develop procedures to 
ensure that students with disabilities participate in the PSSA or PASA to the 
extent consistent with applicable law. 

The CEO/Principal or his/her designee is directed to monitor student participation 
in statewide assessment to foster participation. 

The CEO/Principal or his/her designee is directed to provide training 
opportunities to personnel regarding statewide assessment participation and 
PSSA and PASA requirements. 

The CEO/Principal or his/her or her designee is directed to make Pennsylvania’s 
guidelines regarding statewide assessments available to personnel. 

The CEO/Principal or his/her designee is directed to develop procedures to 
prepare students in test-taking techniques prior to test administration. 

The CEO/CAO/Principal or his/her designee is directed to review assessment 
data and use data to drive any needed program changes. The CEO or his/her 
designee is directed to report to the Board what changes are recommended and 
needed. 

The CEO/CAO/Principal or his/her designee must maintain information regarding 
the performance of children with disabilities on regular assessments and on 
alternate assessments. 

IEPs must include a description of benchmarks or short-term objectives for 
children who take alternate assessments aligned to alternate achievement 
standards. 
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IEPs must include a statement of any accommodations that are necessary to 
measure the academic achievement and functional performance of the child on 
statewide and district-wide assessments consistent with law. 

IEPs must, if the IEP team determines that the child shall take an alternate 
assessment on a particular statewide or school-wide assessment of student 
achievement, provide a statement of why the child cannot participate in the 
regular assessment, and why the particular alternate assessment selected is 
appropriate for the child. 

TO THE EXTENT THAT ANYTHING IN THIS POLICY COULD BE 
CONSTRUED TO CONFLICT WITH THE SCHOOL’S CHARTER OR 
APPLICABLE STATE AND/OR FEDERAL LAWS, THE APPLICABLE STATE 
AND/OR FEDERAL LAWS AND/OR CHARTER CONTROL. 

ADOPTED this ______ day of ____________, 2013 

__________________________________________ President 

__________________________________________ Secretary 

 

 


