
What Is a 3rd Degree DWI in 
Minnesota? 

 
A Minneapolis 
Criminal Defense 
Attorney case of 3rd 
Degree DWI in 
Minnesota is a 
serious offense with 
penalties that 
include a driver’s 
license revocation, 
whiskey plates, 
steep fines, and jail 
time if convicted. 
 
Minnesota 3rd 
Degree DWI 
Convictions 
 
In Minnesota, a 
driver convicted of 
a 3rd Degree DWI 
offense faces 

serious consequences. If convicted, it is a Gross Misdemeanor criminal charge that is one 
step above a Misdemeanor and one step below a Felony. 
 
Aggravating factors that constitute a 3rd Degree DWI criminal charge include: 
 
A prior DWI or loss of license due to alcohol-related charges within the past 10 years 
A blood, urine, or breath test with a result of .16 or above 
 
Refusal to provide a blood, urine, or breath test after requested by a police officer 
An impaired driver has a passenger who is 16 years of age or younger in the car 
If none of the above conditions apply, the offender will likely be charged with a 4th Degree 
DWI, a lesser offense that carries lighter penalties. If a driver is convicted of a Minnesota 
3rd Degree DWI, he/she may face jail time, even if the above conditions do not apply. If the 
driver does not have a prior DWI or alcohol-related loss of license within the past 10 years, 
the mandatory minimum jail sentence of 30 days does not apply, however, the judge may 
still impose this sentence if the offender pleads guilty. If sentenced to 30 days in jail, the 
offender must serve at least 48 consecutive hours in jail. The remaining time may be served 
by electronic home monitoring or a work release if the offender is eligible. 
 
Penalties for a 3rd Degree DWI 
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Penalties for a 3rd Degree DWI include a mandatory minimum sentence of 30 days in jail 
and a loss of driver’s license and license plates for one year. If it’s a second DWI offense 
within the last 10 years, penalties may include up to one year in jail and loss of driver’s 
license for at least two years. A third DWI conviction may result in one year or more in jail, 
a $3,000 fine, and vehicle forfeiture. 
 
If convicted of a 3rd Degree DWI in Minnesota, a person may also face additional 
consequences that include: mandatory whiskey plates; a criminal record showing a gross 
misdemeanor; mandatory community service; loss of job and/or income; higher insurance 
costs. 
 
Contact Details 
 
Ryan Garry LLC, Criminal Defense Attorneys 
333 South 7th Street #2350 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
(612) 436-3051 
https://ryangarry.com 
ryan@ryangarry.com 
https://goo.gl/maps/C13JayCsQPyHawwQ9 
Website: https://ryangarry.com 
Google Site: https://sites.google.com/site/mncriminaldefenseatty 
Google Folder: http://bit.ly/2oo9pHo 
https://youtu.be/ShyO1HYhT2I 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtljdb7ldOynZhxwhFnwWKQ/about 
https://ryangarryattorneyllc.blogspot.com 
https://ryangarryattorneyllc.wordpress.com 
https://en.gravatar.com/ryangarryattorneyllc 
http://ryangarryattorneyllc.tumblr.com 
https://twitter.com/ryangarryatyllc 
https://www.diigo.com/profile/ryangarryattyllc 
https://www.diigo.com/user/ryangarryattyllc 
https://www.evernote.com/shard/s521/sh/0c4828c8-be96-415e-8b8b-c5f85c42246d/5fe33
73e9278e488148a77151df10aeb 
https://getpocket.com/@ryangarryattorneyllc 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/11BY8EM9tXKqjimQVo8v-Hk-Mo3omgIlh?usp=sharin
g 
https://1drv.ms/o/s!ArsKEjFuDz5QcUcYAfrglMKvtrY 
https://about.me/ryangarryattorneyllc 
https://www.instapaper.com/p/ryangarryatyllc 
https://disqus.com/by/ryangarryattorneyllc 
https://paper.li/ryangarryatyllc/1569911100 
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