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Llamazing Alpaca Explorers

Part 2: Llama-Alpaca Herds and Handling

What is it and why does it matter?

Llamazing Alpaca Explorers is a series of independent
learning guides for youth in grades 3 and up to get to
know llamas and alpacas. Part 1. Llama-Alpaca Body
Bonanza, includes 7 activity guides focused on
llama-alpaca history and anatomy. THIS set, Part 2:
Llama-Alpaca Herds and Handling, includes 4 activity
guides that teach you how to handle your llama-alpaca
safely. Each guide teaches you about llamas-alpacas
through pictures, videos, and hands-on activities.
Understanding the behavior of these amazing creatures,
you can corral them and enjoy their company in a way
that keeps both you and them safe and happy. Stay
tuned for Part 3, which will teach you about llama-alpaca
housing and care!

What are the guides?

1. Meeting Your Camelid - Learn the difference between a llama and an alpaca and how to be safe
around, approach, and lead a llama or alpaca for the first time.

2. Llama-Alpaca Bubble - Learn how to navigate a llama-alpaca's personal space, or personal bubble,
so you can approach it safely in any situation, whether it's loose in a pen or with its herd in the
pasture.

3. Camelid Headgear - Learn the parts of a halter, how to know a halter fits properly, and how to put
the halter on the llama or alpaca.

4. Llama-Alpaca Herding: Easier Than Cats! - Use what you know about llama-alpaca behavior to
learn how to gather llamas-alpacas from the pasture into an enclosed space.

Access to an animal

We want everyone to learn to love and appreciate these cool camelids! Though you can use these guides
without a live llama or alpaca, it's very helpful to have access to one. If you don't own one yourself, you
may be able to lease one. Go to this UMN Extension's animal leasing web page for more information.
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https://extension.umn.edu/yd-curriculum/llamazing-alpaca-explorers
https://extension.umn.edu/yd-curriculum/llamazing-alpaca-explorers
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IOakHaBbKMtq07XHcSrCU_QVffrhwOOicxl24peSuyE/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1855iQ4vu83OU85h-tm9Fov_IAgTGWpN6aGJu-y7AQEI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EuyLMF1i1LqvP9KeSnte1RdnwS898uuE1iU-9CEcMpo/edit#heading=h.p6bjs9xz2tvg
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UP1xb8O5AG0qW_hOjBX19Fp8D3QaYs0Q9u_Jb-azL00/edit
https://extension.umn.edu/projects-and-more/leasing-animal

A note on safety

As you are engaging with live animals, please respect their space, and don't approach them without the
supervision of an experienced adult.
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Feedback

If you have suggestions for how to make these guides better, please contact Jessica Russo at
piero23g9@umn.edu.
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