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Teachers: Feel free to use this HyperDoc with your class!
Go to File>Make a Copy to have your own editable version
(please do NOT click the “request access” button)
Delete all bright green help text before sharing with your students
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Do you have a fidget spinner? If so, why do you like it? If not, why dont you have

one?

Eplre

What are some pros and cons of fidget spinners in the classroom

that you can think of?

Turn and talk to your partner and fill in at least one idea in the table below:

(Reminder: boxes will grow as you type. It's okay. No

need to panic)

Pros of fidget spinners in | Cons of fidget spinners in
the classroom: the classroom

Brainstorm ways we turn
each of these “Cons” into
more positive Pros”

| WORKS FOR YOU |
il WHAT IS A FIDGET SPINNER?
SOME SCHOOLS NOW BANNING THE POPULAR TOY

Click on the picture to watch the video.

ARRIY



https://twitter.com/beardsleyteach
http://adavis121.edublogs.org/2017/05/04/the-great-fidget-spinner-debate/
http://denissheeran.com/fidgetlessons/
https://youtu.be/1aMhGbrq3pQ?list=PLrI2XRDdo94Vi88EcPvGuMiPAGgqIq4xX

Use what you learned in the video to answer the questions below.

(Reminder: boxes will grow as you type. It's okay. No need to panic)

Q1l: Fidget spinners were originally Al:
invented to help kids with ADHD and

Autism. Why do you think fidget spinners
would be helpful for those kids?

Q2: Connor (the kid in the video) got his | A2:
fidget spinner after seeing kids at school
with them. He admits he knows fidget
spinners are just a craze that won't be
around for long. Why do you think crazes
like fidget spinners, slime, kendamas,
rainbow looms, etc. catch on get so
popular with kids? What crazes of the
past were you obsessed with?

Q3: People who argue that fidget A3:
spinners should not be banned in school
say they help kids to stay focused, even
those who don't have ADHD or Autism.
In your opinion, are fidget spinners being
used by kids as a tool to help them
focus, or as a toy that's a distraction
from schoolwork?

Q4: Teachers and school administrators | A4:
are saying fidget spinners should be
banned from school because they are
distracting students from doing their
work and, in some cases, are a safety
hazard. Some people argue against this,
saying schools should let kids be kids
and find a way to embrace kids’ interests
and tie them in to their lessons somehow
to make learning more engaging for
kids. Which side of the argument are you
on? Explain why you feel this way.

SheRe

Share your voice on this topic

St-ep ﬂ?. Read through your response to Q4 above to make sure it is thorough and

complete. Practice reading it out loud and make sure it is not longer than 1 minute
& 30 seconds

S’E-ep % Click here to be taken to our FlipGrid topic. Click on the green “Add a

response” square and then follow the directions from there to record, review, and
submit your response.
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Teachers: You will need to insert the link to your own class FlipGrid
topic above.

Sep [ere.

Your video will appear in the grid after it has been reviewed by your teacher.
Go on to other work while you wait.

Teachers: | included this moderating of the videos as my own
preference. You can certainly delete this portion if you do not feel
it's necessary. | teach 6th graders, so | will definitely be reviewing

their videos first. :)

St-ep & Once you have the go-ahead from your teacher, click here to go back to

the FlipGrid topic. Watch at least 5 of your classmates’ videos.
If they made some good points in their video, click the “Like” button.

O

RERIECE

(Reminder: boxes will grow as you type. It's okay. No need to panic)

Teachers: this portion can also be turned into a Google Form if
you choose.

QI:Find a video you “Liked” in the
activity above. What did that person

say that made you “Like” their video? Name of person whose video | watched:

Q2: Find a video of someone whose
opinion on this topic is different than
yours. What did they say in their video
that you disagree with? What response

would you give to them? Name of person whose video | watched:

Q3: How do you feel about this debate
after watching your classmates’
responses? Do you have any new
thoughts after watching your
classmates’ videos? Did anybody make
a point you hadn’t thought of? Has
your thinking changed at all? Explain.

Bx&end:

Plead your case to the principal. Do some additional research on the internet to
support your argument and put together a Slides presentation and/or a screencast
video. Remember to include your sources! Share it with your teacher when you're

finished.




Teachers: I've included the activities below if you wish to include
them into your HyperDoc activity as well to make it a little more
reading focused. | do not recommend using these as your
Extension activities though.

Ndditional

Click here to read the article “Fidget toys: Effective tools or

classroom distraction?”
Use the article to fill in the information below:

3 quotes from this article in favor of 3 quotes from this article in favor of
allowing fidget spinners in the banning fidget spinners in the
classroom classroom

Click here to read the article about the creator of the original

spinner.
Use the article to answer the questions below:

What is the problem Catherine Hettinger is facing?

How does Catherine Hettinger feel about this? Use a quote from the article to
support your answer

Would you respond the same or differently if you were in Catherine Hettinger's
shoes? Explain.



http://blogs.edweek.org/teachers/teaching_now/2017/05/do_fidget_spinners_belong_in_the_classroom.html
https://www.inc.com/guadalupe-gonzalez/catherine-herrington-inventor-fidget-spinner-toy.html

