
 

CDJ and Focus At A Glance Grade-level Alignment Maps (created SY22-23) 

 
This resource connects the cross-disciplinary Focus curriculum to civic education lessons from the Children Discovering Justice curriculum. See each 
grade level below to access civics lessons, activities, and tools that align with and will enhance learning in Focus. 

Children Discovering Justice is flexible and completely accessible online. These resources are not formatted as a year-long curriculum, allowing for 
integration as modules or stand alone lessons in any subject area; they can serve as tools to enhance learning already taking place.  
Jump to each grade: Kindergarten (K2), First, Second.  

Visit the Focus and Discovering Justice websites to learn more. Sign up to use the free Children Discovering Justice Curriculum here. 
 

Kindergarten (K2) 

Focus Unit 1: Our Community     
What does it mean to be a member of a community? 

Most relevant Big Idea:  
A strong, interdependent community has qualities such as: 

●​ common values, expectations, norms, and 
organizational systems, 

●​ respect and appreciation for similarities and 
differences,  

●​ collaboration in identifying and solving problems. 

Most relevant Guiding Question: 
●​ How do we develop fairness, inclusivity, and 

friendship in our community? 

CDJ  A Just Community: Fairness, Rules, and Justice 
Module 0: Civic Skills and Dispositions  
Students build background knowledge on civics as community members  
 
Module 1: Rules & Community 
Students unpack how the development, presence, and enforcement of rules connects 
to justice in a community (4 lessons). 
 

Module 2: Justice and Me 
Students explore the concepts of justice and injustice through lenses of both self and 
community, then they learn how to use their voices to advocate. (4 lessons) 
Civic Norms (community discussion norms) 

Focus Read Aloud text and central question(s) CDJ lessons / tools  

Week 1 Abiyoyo 
Day 5: What does the story teach us about 
community?  

Module 0 - Establish Essential Agreements and Civic Norms 
Module 2, Lesson 2: Justice 
 
Community Meeting: Civic Norms, Civil Discourse Sentence Stems 
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https://www.bostonpublicschools.org/academics/focus-curriculum
https://discoveringjustice.org/programs/children-discovering-justice-curriculum/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdlT88C-rMUxPMT8X5CTSwy6z2XJrYp00t1VoPYT0Ngf3SOWA/viewform
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1TX-0uDAAb2XxoIbcBhyn2EBrIZXTzFRi?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1sCr6W5xjRonrcheWT_Q777nHtMRFi4hj?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1uiBkN1CLHG1CpveUo9TnVF3UsTWO9Evd?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1TtPUAcxFH_Uhuu-wo_-x4otAOrI-pnpE?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oFeagZy2-F8vDo8BFHSNPsYVJDOYwdHk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14rO7W3MgaZqhvv39HHQg0z8ywwvAAPov/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1sCr6W5xjRonrcheWT_Q777nHtMRFi4hj?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yB2PbHbIxtm2bqWN224rvoOgbh_Vounc8aisvg-gAsg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-802GM7JHSLlYm-ABMC6vizkrDo6jf_8x98jlBLk8co/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1S8vwxzDrFcy1DTf9pVFya7QG-RyM-0Dd0V1xSgpjZZw/edit?usp=share_link


 
Activities:  

●​ Community Member Example Sort  
●​ A Picture of Justice 

Week 2 Text not directly connected  

Week 3 A Chair for My Mother 
Day 3: How does Rosa’s community work 
together to solve the problem? 

Activities: 
●​ What I Bring/Need Task Sheet  

Week 4 Chrysanthemum  
Day 4: Ms. Chud asks Victoria to put her head 
down. Does that help solve the problem of 
Victoria treating Chrysanthemum with 
disrespect? 
What was different about how Ms. Twinkle 
responded than the other members of the 
school community? 

Module 2, Lesson 3: Injustice 
 
Activities: 

●​ Justice/Injustice Sort  
●​ Naming and Feeling Injustice Worksheet  

Week 5 The Name Jar 
Day 2: We see that Joey is treating Unhei 
differently than the children on the bus 
treated her that first day. How is Joey acting? 

Module 2, Lesson 4: Advocate 
 
Tools: 

●​ Justice in OUR Lives Living Anchor Chart 

●​ Justice in MY Life Student Sheet  
 

Activities: 
●​ I Can Advocate Task Sheet 
●​ Ways to Advocate Sort  

Week 6 Big Al and Shrimpy  
Day 3: How could the other fish, Big Al, and 
Shrimpy have solved the problem by working 
together? 

Tools: 
●​ Justice in OUR Lives Living Anchor Chart 

●​ Justice in MY Life Student Sheet  

Focus Unit 2: Animals and Habitats CDJ  A Just Community: Fairness, Rules, and Justice 
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1PmYjXeqOycXHusw-T76xYzMuucTpHlNr_qj-4jYYrkw/edit#slide=id.g2bc29811899_0_207
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1pVR18fL6rPfcK4AY690aONnun0X5rPb7jOkReUALX8s/copy
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RsTUnRsOCz66Mr-Jt29s6RGRDhu1Dk_h/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-wgKb1VIv2KbY_aAZT984o1v9ayT94A2rmErdR4cEw8/copy
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w-5tmkZQsCuc7BrKYLbJ0CBQHe-XuuAz/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Nh1tl7BOiumaRWmm14dpVkro6ZsbY9gjvkkkkApHBZE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/17SIBRSdOsujM0iSToT1RlUwBO0T31vKZqURWW4MGevI/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vQ7z2LJClgjXWYOnI7q-M7Zw41XLou9ywqSqYRv2VOQ/copy
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z-masa_klMi-vWBR7toGAv_fUaQM72zw/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RUbkTWdOLJGECUU0zic1E3FASEDF3U66JtHLoE51X08/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Vuv8fRZ6N1LL6H-VUmMKNKha-o9qRdXHGn2GFqaSNYc/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/15MPjTWQAQcG1UaJpDmJhWSGEYIEtWbMuqYWce_ofiQc/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1KK8dwc68F4Ry62_RqRRzeSAddpiwQaxVtvldI5JPk2s/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ZLYSUQCOOr12hkcg_6XNyOKtijw0iNTFUy4p0YiY-nY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16SVZbiqKGlAp9RJrFDrvURbsngOQK53H/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Vuv8fRZ6N1LL6H-VUmMKNKha-o9qRdXHGn2GFqaSNYc/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/15MPjTWQAQcG1UaJpDmJhWSGEYIEtWbMuqYWce_ofiQc/copy
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/11UZlE5qbYNmlEmQuR0kEAGI5MPbbGNsd?usp=share_link


How do animals grow and change over time? 
 
Most relevant Big Idea:  
Humans can harm or help the environment through their 
presence. Humans have a responsibility to act as stewards, 
protectors, and advocates for the environment. 

Most relevant Guiding Question: 
Why is it important to protect the environment? 
 

Module 2: Justice and Me 
Students explore the concepts of justice and injustice through lenses of both self and 
community, then they learn how to use their voices to advocate. (4 lessons) 
Civic Norms (community discussion norms) 

Focus Read Aloud text and central question(s) CDJ lessons / tools  

Weeks 1-3 Texts not directly connected  

Week 4 Swimmy 
Day 2: How does Swimmy show care for his 
community?  
Shark Lady 
Day 3: Back in that time period, there were 
men who did not believe that women could 
be great scientists. How unfair! 

 

Weeks 5-10 Texts not directly connected  

Focus Unit 3: Construction 
What processes help people construct structures, ideas, 
and works of art? 

Most relevant Big Idea:  
People’s perspectives depend on culture, history, location, 
age, and personal views or ideas. All perspectives are valid. 
Stories help us experience different perspectives. 

Most relevant Guiding Question: 

CDJ  A Just Community: Fairness, Rules, and Justice 
Module 2: Justice and Me 
Students explore the concepts of justice and injustice through lenses of both self and 
community, then they learn how to use their voices to advocate. (4 lessons) 
Civic Norms (community discussion norms) 
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1TtPUAcxFH_Uhuu-wo_-x4otAOrI-pnpE?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oFeagZy2-F8vDo8BFHSNPsYVJDOYwdHk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12VGPZn1fC2zbJVI6H5RCfjRaBfwDwwjm/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12VGPZn1fC2zbJVI6H5RCfjRaBfwDwwjm/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1hZ1buw9JJczi9fow0teiu6LX6ZjyZWD_?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1TtPUAcxFH_Uhuu-wo_-x4otAOrI-pnpE?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oFeagZy2-F8vDo8BFHSNPsYVJDOYwdHk/view?usp=sharing


What suggestions do you have about constructions in our 
city to make Boston a fairer and more interesting place for 
children? What about you, and members of your community, 
gives you this perspective? 

Focus Read Aloud text and central question(s) CDJ lessons / tools 

Week 1 Text not directly connected  

Week 2 The True Story of the Three Little Pigs 
This story includes a reference to jail on the 
final page. See Note in the Materials and 
Preparation section.  
Day 1: Sometimes different people have 
different ideas of what is true; they have 
different perspectives. 
Day 3: comparing versions of “The Three Little 
Pigs, for example: ”Sometimes different 
people have different ideas of what is true, 
they have different perspectives. 
How did the wolf feel when the reporters 
called him the Big, Bad Wolf? 
Day 4 continues the Day 3 discussion; reasons 
that support and change opinions 
Day 5: children debate opposing opinions 

Tools: 
●​  Civil Discourse Sentence Stems 
●​ Agree/Disagree Dialogue Signs 

 
Activities: 

●​ Agree/Disagree Conversation Cards 
●​ My Perspective Task Sheet  

Week 3 The World is Not a Rectangle 
Day 3: …these men who work for the city 
have a lot of biases. What are some biases 
they have? 
Day 5: Why does Zaha have to be “as strong as 
iron?” How are people treating her? 
“I made a conscious decision not to stop.” 
How do you think Zaha Hadid could inspire 
other architects, especially women architects 
and architects who are Muslim or speak 

Tools: 
●​  Civil Discourse Sentence Stems 
●​ Agree/Disagree Dialogue Signs 

 
Activities: 

●​ Perspective Interviews  
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PgTE81PaaxBpfpF1QEwyA6U9WeJ1C6YC/view?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1S8vwxzDrFcy1DTf9pVFya7QG-RyM-0Dd0V1xSgpjZZw/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1CQXUdt4nKSj5tYyo1jK6V2j1uC1CGBdDFyEw4zaj5C0/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ILjc99ky3O4l4vauDMSscoufSXX2ENAk8WbExZiehyo/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1B-BXge0vJPyTQyac3t1GrQNibOPE_-ifnxnA_l6nkcs/edit?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RDKIqsgH_prfQe1L_NGXMHyLItiouSI6/view?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1S8vwxzDrFcy1DTf9pVFya7QG-RyM-0Dd0V1xSgpjZZw/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1CQXUdt4nKSj5tYyo1jK6V2j1uC1CGBdDFyEw4zaj5C0/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1bwZ45MIDLOEeqAOf1OY7q9RRsAz6QEu3Wtpowe6QpjU/edit?usp=drive_link


Arabic? 

Weeks 4-5 Texts not directly connected  

Week 6 The Little Red Hen 
Day 1: What was the problem in the story? 
[The little red hen needs help to take care of 
the wheat, but the other animals won’t help.] 
Day 2: What has changed about the brothers’ 
behavior here? Why do you think the brothers 
are changing? 
How does Ruby show that she wants to be 
inclusive throughout the story? 

 

Week 7 Roxaboxen 
Day 2: Another meaning of the word belong is 
to fit or be a part of something. For example, 
we all belong in this classroom, we are part of 
the group. 

 

Week 8 Text not directly connected  

Focus Unit 4: Our Earth 
In what ways do people, animals, and plants depend on 
and impact the environment? 

Most relevant Big Idea:  
As caretakers of the earth, people can create and participate 
in sustainable systems to use natural resources wisely. 
 
Most relevant Guiding Question: 
What are sustainable systems, and how do people make 
responsible decisions for our Earth? 

CDJ  A Just Community: Fairness, Rules, and Justice 

Module 1: Rules & Community 
Students unpack how the development, presence, and enforcement of rules connects 
to justice in a community (4 lessons). 
 

Module 4 Civic Action 
Students choose a justice issue as a class and engage in the justice cycle (a mini civic 
action project).       

 Focus Read Aloud text and central 
question(s) 

CDJ lessons / tools  
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ABQSVSfdXU0vWBUhBEaGMClqOFyhj53I/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yfi_VTJ5PQeaLNU3kCE2Awoq5Rnq5oo6/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/18h_HsVTdLz0WRu92aijP681bstWupiXj?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1uiBkN1CLHG1CpveUo9TnVF3UsTWO9Evd?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1pFEIrOrGDi2GrSZ1GdrxPBFbH5M5vhIu?usp=drive_link


Weeks 1-3 Texts not directly connected  

Week 4 Recycle! 
Day 4: People here in our city of Boston fought 
to have garbage dumps moved from the 
places where people live. In the 1960s a group 
of families in a neighborhood called Columbia 
Point blocked garbage trucks from coming and 
dumping trash next to their homes. Today, 
there are places where landfills are located 
next to people’s homes, which does not seem 
fair. 
What is Gail Gibbons telling us we can do to 
help solve the problem of there being too 
much trash? 
What questions do you have about the 
garbage we make here in Boston? 

Module 1, Lesson 2: Reasons for Rules 
 
 
Activities: 

●​ A Rule For Every Need Task Sheet  

 
 

Week 5 Recycle! 
Day 1: How does recycling help the Earth? 
Day 2: Share with your partner whether or 
not you believe it’s important to reuse and 
recycle, and why. 

 

Week 6 Rainbow Weaver 
Day 1: Ixchel’s mom says the cloth is for the 
market and, “if it brings a good price it will 
help pay for your school and books.” What do 
we learn here about Ixchel’s life? 
Day 2: How did Ixchel solve her own problem 
and help her community? 
Day 4: How is Ixchel a caretaker of the Earth? 
Day 5: Linda Elovitz Marshall traveled to 
Guatemala and learned about worker 
cooperatives - communities of workers - who 
were reusing plastic bags to make weavings. 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N8L89LIAYK9eTQhb1HKR2AJKwObK393v/view?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Q0JzTP3ltdWvzHmkogldFj8jr7jus3It6R_atVho99c/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1EK3m55_E5KwBQSMe70cEcDAZ7VMOq_cyBQ2v8CqVBbo/edit?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13q1rHo2JaIjHTN6AIt9bbgxlGRNJ64li/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WueMj006VCpmuUZTFpZNbCO6pgSdtYkt/view?usp=share_link


She was so inspired she wanted to write this 
story! Since she is not from Guatemala or the 
Mayan community, she made sure to get lots 
of feedback on her story from people in that 
community. Why do you think it’s important 
that Linda and Elisa got feedback on their 
story from the actual people who live in 
Guatemala and make weavings? 

Week 7 City Green 
Day 1: “Marcy,” she says, “you’re making 
something happen here.” Think about what 
we have read so far and take a look at this 
picture. What does Marcy’s mom mean? 
Day 2: What is the challenge that this 
community is facing in their neighborhood?  
Why do you think the community does not 
want a vacant lot in their neighborhood?  
Day 3: How did the neighbors respond to and 
resolve the problem?  
Could Marcy have made the community 
garden all by herself? Why or why not? 
Day 5: How can communities work together to 
be caretakers of the Earth?  
What are some ideas you have about how our 
community could work together to care for 
the Earth?  

Module 1, Lesson 4: Rules for Fairness 
 

Week 8 Cristal Martinez: Caretaker of Our Earth 
Day 1: What do you think it means to be a 
caretaker of our Earth?  
We began our year in K2 learning about the 
concept of communities. How is Cristal not 
just a caretaker of Our Earth, but a caretaker 
of her community? 
Days 2 and 3: additional caretaker books 

Module 1, Lesson 3: Rules in a Community 
 
Module 4 Civic Action 
Students choose a justice issue as a class and engage in the justice cycle (a mini civic 
action project).    
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g8lN20oNEyAYTc1SmwG8BC0KOgYF3HKe/view?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FnQYtotPeVZeego-6lZkle8SW1d1CwlLEZQqYHVuCeo/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eCg_T-8B6XEB1mbFh67NFDBZDIeufnO2/view?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sJLgobSsQyW-7CV5abhhO70DSLL48-TjSCEg6wuywYY/edit?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1pFEIrOrGDi2GrSZ1GdrxPBFbH5M5vhIu?usp=drive_link


continue exploring this theme. 

CDJ Lessons not mentioned above: Module 1, Lesson 1: Rules 

  

First Grade 

Focus Unit 1: Building Strong Communities     
How do we build strong communities? 
Most relevant Big Ideas:  

●​ People in communities have responsibilities, and 
carrying out these responsibilities contributes to the 
good of the community. 

●​ Leaders help guide and support their communities.  
●​ Caring for each other builds community.  
●​ When people in communities talk, work, play, and 

learn together, they can create positive change.  

CDJ  Voting, Leadership, Community, and Justice 
Module 0: Civic Skills and Dispositions  
Students build background knowledge on civics as community members  
 
Module 1: Justice in Our Community 
Students explore the concepts of justice and injustice in a community through the 
lens of identity and needs versus wants, then they learn how to use their voices to 
advocate. (6 lessons) 
Civic Norms (community discussion norms) 

 
Module 2: Voting, Leadership and Elections 
Students build their understanding of justice through voting as a means of giving 
everyone a voice. Students unpack a great leader and when voting and/or experts are 
needed to make big decisions. (4 lessons) 

 
Module 3: Justice Movement - Voting Justice  
Students identify justice and injustice within elections and voting processes and 
explore advocates working for voting justice. (3 lessons) 

Focus Text Talk text and central question(s) CDJ lessons / tools  

Week 1 
Who am I and 
who are we 
together? 

All Are Welcome Here  
Day 1: What are some things that might 
make our classroom a place where all are 
welcome? 
Drafting Classroom Agreements 
Day 2: How do we want to be together in 
our classroom? 

Module 0 - Establish Essential Agreements and Civic Norms 
 
Community Meeting: Civic Norms/ Discussion Agreements 
 
Activities: 

●​ Community Members Examples Sort  
●​ Identity Puzzle Piece 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Mj5rC1tYjuVtUdkVca8f9fQejsEQ-AOVKmu4LIIzLyk/edit?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/15m8is3srf4ge91SdgppG_RBrKtmm0bcH?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1HRXyBou-Q4D7zpOkwRE7A0V93ojhTcen?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1LhJUMj_vKXM8No-APvQHqNy3g0LC-5ik?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oFeagZy2-F8vDo8BFHSNPsYVJDOYwdHk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1p2Z5CZ0F3MvtgoB0xTQgmkbSMaOfGjzx?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/10-0C9kGaMKNENJCjdMyXih9dy3Cvig9K?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lRuLwS-r_ZwWdB3vMYicYxnNQcrCC1SF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lRuLwS-r_ZwWdB3vMYicYxnNQcrCC1SF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1HRXyBou-Q4D7zpOkwRE7A0V93ojhTcen?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1NaQ41P8R9LNdHZXjHCvpIDKJLb9IyjYv0yWjmX9NkEI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/13HXxI2rafeM-o93h8TANY0m3Kibu_IbPVNTRXZRuNLg/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rR47zKc9bIypM-Gri-gb8lAjTngMTCn2479_t1K4sQU/edit?usp=drive_link


Week 2 
How do we 
benefit from 
being part of 
communities? 

Revisiting Classroom Agreements 
Day 5: Today we’ll look again at the 
agreements we wrote down last week and 
see if they are the right agreements for our 
community… How will this agreement help 
us build a strong classroom community? 

Module 1, Lesson 2: Justice 
 
Tools: 

●​ Civic Norms 
●​ Justice in MY Life 
●​ Justice in OUR Lives Chart 

 
Activities: 

●​ Justice Feels Task Sheet  

Week 3 Text not directly connected  

Week 4 
How do 
people 
become 
leaders? 

Doing your Part 
Day 1: Explain what happens when people 
vote and why this is important. 
Electing Leaders (slides) 
Day 2: How can people affect what happens 
in a democratic community? 
Day 3: Why is electing leaders an important 
responsibility of voters? 
Marley Dias: #1000BlackGirlBooks (slides) 
Day 5: How does Marley Dias become a 
leader, and why is she important? What 
inspires you about her as a leader? Why? 

Module 2, Lesson 1: Voting 
Module 2, Lesson 3: Elections 
Module 3, Lesson 1: Voting Justice 
 
Activities: 

●​ Let’s Vote  

●​ Election Connection  

●​ Voting Would You Rather  
●​ Voting Justice Sort 

 
Field Trip Opportunity: 

●​ Discovering Justice field trip -. Students explore the concept of justice looking 
at a case, meet with a courthouse professional and tour the Moakley Federal 
Courthouse. Book here. 

Week 5 
What are the 
qualities of a 
good leader? 

Mama Miti  
Day 1: Why would we consider Wangari a 
leader? What kind of a leader is Wangari? 
Day 2: What is a small change you can make 
in your community that might have a big 
impact? 
Day 3: How does Wangari’s leadership affect 
both people and nature?  

Module 2, Lesson 2: Leadership 
 
Activities: 

●​ Good Leader Drag & Drop Sort  
●​ Good Leader Student Task Sheet 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZllEiOl_K3CjujZnPEXLwW6-ZsWWI1CA/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ii6eF6ft0fTZDcj4UwzF-NtmguyKZW-GAP3jsLkQq_o/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1NaQ41P8R9LNdHZXjHCvpIDKJLb9IyjYv0yWjmX9NkEI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/15MPjTWQAQcG1UaJpDmJhWSGEYIEtWbMuqYWce_ofiQc/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Vuv8fRZ6N1LL6H-VUmMKNKha-o9qRdXHGn2GFqaSNYc/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1w8orRUl2t1RBGEVFmkL-sCr6LnQ8B7YfH6IucRsWNv0/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AR2DqEr28xiWq6pASHt_LrFKuMYelVBE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AR2DqEr28xiWq6pASHt_LrFKuMYelVBE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AR2DqEr28xiWq6pASHt_LrFKuMYelVBE/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13ZHapwFaSop0bugZd6ttcta6V1C9aBDhGcBv6K-dv7E/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16qcQGlkeYmNGswi7EPj06Oy78EowosmDElBw6UmUsCA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KrrnHVs4NSmMBB3QX84FXERXBZydD_U4i4ruDiJs0WU/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1DTFC1vY8WvZmi7FucyKdIlAvxgh4at-Nh9D1AYyv7WU/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1YidcX1FV4XSOdR_ZqIgBaJKkdU9Ha4CSdfRexJohK3U/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1BHgU5QwuN9Tu_1T12U1hBCvlwkmCWL1qLjU6IjyOicI/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_Q92PYia2jQFlTNa-e8KvmwQSeKc_qxhG3Swn8v_si0/edit#slide=id.g2b537bea190_0_164
https://discoveringjustice.org/programs/moakley-courthouse-field-trips/
https://www.tfaforms.com/4926497
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1A4haSikO1N6UxVVSwOk8Gso6rANVVYVY/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_Bj01FEvFG9Oo2ocAB_PLDUlHocNttonRJba474xzPU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1yJuyrxUWZsrqhmtsDxhn0NNokoTHK4AExEktsw1WSYs/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nfPcvkEn8srimXcRD5d5lrzln7PpgzWNxKuNN-b2v1w/edit?usp=drive_link


Local Leaders (slides) 
Day 4: Why are local leaders important? 
How do local leaders help our 
communities? 

Week 6 
How can we 
create 
positive 
change in our 
communities? 

Arturo Schomburg: A Leader in Libraries 
(slides) 
Day 1: What positive changes did Arturo 
Schomburg bring to libraries? How do you 
think this change will affect other people? 

Biblioburro 
Day 2: How do the Biblioburro and Luis 
make positive change for the communities 
they visit? Is Luis a leader?  

Access to Books and Access to Project 
(slides) 
Day 3: How can we make sure that children 
and families in all of Boston’s 
neighborhoods have access to books?  

Module 1, Lesson 4: Advocacy 
 
Activities: 

●​ I Can Advocate! 

Week 7 
How can we 
create 
positive 
change in our 
communities? 

Speak for the Trees 
Day 3: What are the ways that Speak for the 
Trees Boston makes positive change in 
Boston communities? Why is taking care of 
the environment important for building 
strong communities? 

Doing your part 
Day 4: How does recycling or volunteering 
create positive change in the community? 
Day 5: How does donating create positive 
change in the community? 

Module 1, Lesson 5: Justice Advocates 

 
Activities: 

●​  I am a Justice Advocate! 
 

Week 8 Wanda's Roses  
Day 2: How does Wanda help her 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1A4haSikO1N6UxVVSwOk8Gso6rANVVYVY/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zTuYE4jePby-g4TBkn2uYTYWtYKeziee/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zTuYE4jePby-g4TBkn2uYTYWtYKeziee/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zTuYE4jePby-g4TBkn2uYTYWtYKeziee/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MVEZGxUi-lpOxBBWX83ErY2TrX0JXC03AEPjVpgOz6A/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1dujJXP8miYsQq50Fc4HJA2eFxw2jULy7rn7R7SRHRFY/edit#slide=id.g23e5f4c5e62_0_0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1b_E8WcDSJ79osMvo_vbu1aUpEIACD-4G/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1b_E8WcDSJ79osMvo_vbu1aUpEIACD-4G/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18JG0MkWbm5uhEt1AhHC48ZvXTnVOgRxrc9Ay0C-ditI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1MJ1hEzkkNegmQs41D3badcxS5XAFNMVlEznx1c01zLU/edit#slide=id.g2190c66e2e4_0_2
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EqqAiIWQrYD8n4eRTKXEqrYi7wxPgT9y/view?usp=sharing


What is a 
community? 

community? How can you contribute to 
your community in inspiring and positive 
ways? 
Reflecting on Classroom Agreements 
Day 4: How do our agreements make our 
classroom community strong?  

Focus Unit 2: Animals Surviving and Thriving 
How do animals survive and thrive? 
Most relevant Big Idea:  

●​ Animals, including humans, are connected to each 
other and to their environments. 

CDJ  Voting, Leadership, Community, and Justice 
Module 1: Justice in Our Community 
Students explore the concepts of justice and injustice in a community through the 
lens of identity and needs versus wants, then they learn how to use their voices to 
advocate. (6 lessons) 
Civic Norms (community discussion norms) 

Focus Text Talk text and central question(s) CDJ lessons / tools  

Weeks 1-3 Texts not directly connected  

Week 4 
How do 
animals 
survive in 
their habitats? 

How Chipmunk Got His Stripes 
Day 5: Bear has been bragging about how 
great he is, but Brown Squirrel is 
questioning that. What is the central 
conflict, or problem, between 
Bear and Brown Squirrel? 

 

Weeks 5-7 Texts not directly connected  

Week 8 
How are people 
and animals 
interconnected? 

“The Chicken and the Eagle” 
Day 1: folktale offers opportunity to 
consider ideas of punishment 

Module 1, Lesson 3: Injustice 
 
Activities: 

●​ Justice or Injustice Sort  

Focus Unit 3: Resources in Our Communities 
How do resources shape a community? 
Most relevant Big Ideas: 

CDJ  Voting, Leadership, Community, and Justice 
Module 1: Justice in Our Community 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EqqAiIWQrYD8n4eRTKXEqrYi7wxPgT9y/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/10XWzBZAcGDCLSJiEH13pDaDsiq7appNf?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1LhJUMj_vKXM8No-APvQHqNy3g0LC-5ik?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oFeagZy2-F8vDo8BFHSNPsYVJDOYwdHk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Mx_OY_govvf1xCCvwDroRrjwFWTNms1S/view?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kp-Jao-JOBe7mu2ZsqHEu_A-0C-fFs3tlZxe-F-V4pw/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1TmQno0NWk7XuDI8x8qjkqXifziLLwlkxg5YTZBnN8Qo/edit
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1BN9QgM6ZsHAaUanDNzWpL_epZvwPFdLq?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1LhJUMj_vKXM8No-APvQHqNy3g0LC-5ik?usp=sharing


●​ People make exchanges to obtain the goods and 
services they need and want. 

●​ People make choices as consumers.  
●​  The consumer choices people make can contribute 

to our communities. 

Students explore the concepts of justice and injustice in a community through the 
lens of identity and needs versus wants, then they learn how to use their voices to 
advocate. (6 lessons) 
Civic Norms (community discussion norms) 

 
Module 2: Voting, Leadership and Elections 
Students further explore justice and advocacy by making content-area connections to 
topics of leadership, voting, and elections. (4 lessons) 

 
Module 3: Justice Movement - Voting Justice  
Students identify justice and injustice within elections and voting processes and 
explore advocates working for voting justice. (3 lessons) 

Focus Text Talk text and central question(s) CDJ lessons / tools  

Week 1 
What happens 
at a market? 

Mirror 
Jeannie Baker, the author of this book, 
wants us to know that markets are 
important to families all over the world. 
How is a market important to each family in 
this book? Why do you think the author 
titled this book, Mirror? 

 

Week 2 
What do 
people need?  
What do 
people want?  

Those Shoes 
Day 2: What were Jeremy’s needs and 
wants in the story?  
What is the author trying to tell us about 
needs and wants? What’s her message? 
[sometimes we want something but 
someone else needs it] 
A Chair for My Mother 
Days 3-5: Children consider and debate 
needs and wants 

Module 1, Lesson 1: Needs, Wants, and Community 
 
Activities: 

●​ Needs Before Wants 

Week 3 Me on the Map 
Day 3: In order to show something about 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oFeagZy2-F8vDo8BFHSNPsYVJDOYwdHk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1p2Z5CZ0F3MvtgoB0xTQgmkbSMaOfGjzx?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/10-0C9kGaMKNENJCjdMyXih9dy3Cvig9K?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O7T8JB5rV6FDwK5FRRYN1LqhBkPpNZFZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RglxJ-4vr-BloGPH_eQpZx3YwmfjTGNK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RglxJ-4vr-BloGPH_eQpZx3YwmfjTGNK/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gfAKohfCvTbbuYLFDglri3Hr1HzSLJreMid6vqLoG8k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1VI3WeuYyT2a4ReKvnYm5CkQufdQQTtUOPz_S3QXuky4/copy
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BOm_wkDl8NSfVtms4t_QO5aSe9bYixrn/view?usp=sharing


Where do our 
resources 
come from? 

many different places around the world, Qin 
Leng drew simple illustrations based on her 
own ideas. In each country, there are many 
different types of people who do many 
different kinds of things. These illustrations 
show some stereotypes; that means the 
way the people are depicted does not 
represent how everyone looks and acts. 

Week 4 
Where do our 
resources 
come from? 

On the Farm, At the Market 
Day 4: How are customers’ needs and wants 
met at the market? 
 

 

Week 5 
How do 
resources get 
from 
where they 
come from to 
the people who 
use them? 

“Mobile Markets”  
Day 4: “My family needs the mobile 
market. Cooking is what we do. It’s part of 
our culture, and you can’t cook with bad 
ingredients. [This market] has the best 
ingredients I’ve seen in Boston, and I can 
actually afford it.”   

 

Week 6 
What services 
do people 
provide and 
use? 

Weekly Question Chart 
Day 1: How do service jobs benefit the 
community? 
“People in Our Neighborhood” 
Days 2 & 3: How does [this service] benefit 
the community? 

Module 2, Lesson 4: Making Just Decisions 
 
Activities: 

●​ You're the Principal 
●​ Expert or Vote Drag and Drop  

Week 7 
How do we 
make choices 
as consumers? 

“Being Part of a Green Economy” 
Day 5: What is a green economy? 

 

Week 8 Dolores Huerta: A Hero to Migrant Workers 
Day 1: What has Dolores done in her life 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aTg6gL7W0f2wzkFJm8E4ybhROeUrIhkK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IweH3Z8okWv9ia46JExphMRzNzRCA37_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1v5Ss6sKbNsWnm5HuE80ulEsdiXHWh_pO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1v5Ss6sKbNsWnm5HuE80ulEsdiXHWh_pO/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BZ6H8G5hlXFqnT8liA-KqHzNPxNpk0HyV5D6D6HO_3k/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1qzvN6rBEnyWHbBPHGzW7Q0vvdCXA3RQDqP5IhxER1r0/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1gq9XVWC5LWnI1cjNk8K5FLJ-ti73VlC3eV5Vj42MXhk/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10n3_Rwh2HdLnHLMv-u5flDLvEVvd_ecx/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BvN5evadYV4OTSpP1IlxEv289nhXfg6E/view?usp=sharing


How do the 
choices we 
make as 
consumers 
impact 
our 
communities? 

and what are her personal qualities that the 
author admires so much that she calls 
Dolores a hero? 
Day 2: Why does Dolores decide to take a 
stand? 
Based on what you learned about Dolores 
Huerta, what do you think an organizer 
does? 
“The Role of Consumers in the Delano Grape 
Boycott” 
How did the choices consumers made during 
the grape boycott impact their communities? 

Focus Unit 4: Communicating with Sound and Light 
How can we use sound and light to communicate 
messages? 
Most relevant Big Idea: 

●​ People innovate and invent to solve problems. 

CDJ  Voting, Leadership, Community, and Justice 
Module 1: Justice in Our Community 
Students explore the concepts of justice and injustice in a community through the 
lens of identity and needs versus wants, then they learn how to use their voices to 
advocate. (6 lessons) 
Civic Norms (community discussion norms) 

 
Module 2: Voting, Leadership and Elections 
Students further explore justice and advocacy by making content-area connections to 
topics of leadership, voting, and elections. (4 lessons) 

 
Module 3: Justice Movement - Voting Justice  
Students identify justice and injustice within elections and voting processes and 
explore advocates working for voting justice. (3 lessons) 
 

Module 4 Civic Action 
Students choose a justice issue as a class and engage in the justice cycle (a mini civic 

action project).    

Focus Text Talk text and central question(s) CDJ lessons / tools  

Weeks 1-6 Texts not directly connected  
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BvN5evadYV4OTSpP1IlxEv289nhXfg6E/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BvN5evadYV4OTSpP1IlxEv289nhXfg6E/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1cr8M8aTJK6-2PtCzolSriWhK_f0uMuuT?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1LhJUMj_vKXM8No-APvQHqNy3g0LC-5ik?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oFeagZy2-F8vDo8BFHSNPsYVJDOYwdHk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1p2Z5CZ0F3MvtgoB0xTQgmkbSMaOfGjzx?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/10-0C9kGaMKNENJCjdMyXih9dy3Cvig9K?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1d_xr0R9zMRBfpdR-9JKWEqzXKx_XPWhW?usp=drive_link


Week 7 
How do 
inventors and 
innovators 
make a 
difference? 

Marvelous Mattie: How Margaret E. Knight 
Became an Inventor 
Day 1: Why would someone say, “A girl 
couldn’t make that”? How does this help us 
understand more about the time period? 
It is unfair to think that a girl couldn’t invent 
a kite. The belief that girls are not as smart 
or as capable as boys is called sexism. 
Day 3: How did Mattie make a difference in 
her community? 
“Lewis Latimer and the Long-Lasting Light 
Bulb” 
How does the information on this slide 
show us that Lewis Latimer made a 
difference in his community beyond being 
an inventor and innovator? 
“The Lizard and the Sun” 
Day 5: How did the lizard respond to the 
problem differently than other animals?  
How did the community end up working 
together to respond to the problem? 

 

Week 8 
How do new 
ideas 
contribute to 
our 
community?  

Day 2: How can each member of your group 
contribute to the poster? 
Follow the Moon Home 
We have read about other activists—people 
who work for change. … Based on their 
actions in the story, how are Viv and her 
classmates activists? 
How does this story inspire you to make a 
change in your community? 

 

CDJ Lessons not mentioned above: Module 3, Lesson 2: Voting Perspectives 
Module 3, Lesson 3: Voting Justice In Action  
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ghlOhD_9iQyRgxdOGyfCsO2eC5btsD1o/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ghlOhD_9iQyRgxdOGyfCsO2eC5btsD1o/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ghlOhD_9iQyRgxdOGyfCsO2eC5btsD1o/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ghlOhD_9iQyRgxdOGyfCsO2eC5btsD1o/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ghlOhD_9iQyRgxdOGyfCsO2eC5btsD1o/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kR3a7nyDttlLSfPAlttzfdJozecdzdcT/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WNoJ3gbGpEXCreeqdMQU_d7JiR34izjR658ei9vRYvo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CXHQuxARjHGGUd_tzFjRWw9Q5U2-NbAFwOVTLrb3QwA/edit?usp=sharing


Second Grade 

Focus Unit 1: How We Learn in Our School 
Communities 
Most relevant Big Idea: 
Communities can include and support all learners. 
Most relevant Guiding Question: 
How do I contribute to our learning community? 

CDJ  Voting, Leadership, Community, and Justice 
Module 1: Justice in Our Lives 
Students explore the concepts of justice and injustice through the lens of equity and 
multiple perspectives. (5 lessons) 
Civic Norms (community discussion norms) 
 

Module 2: Justice in Our Environment 
Students build their understanding of environmental justice by reflecting on how the 
environment meets our needs and how humans impact the environment. (4 lessons) 
 

Module 3: Movements for Change 
Students connect justice and advocacy to personal identity by examining the 
environmental justice advocate Tanisha Arena with Arise (4 lessons). 

Focus Text Talk text and central question(s) CDJ lessons / tools  

Week 1 
How do we 
want to work 
and learn 
together this 
year? 

Drafting Classroom Agreements 2 
Day 5: how do we want our classroom to 
feel so that we can all do our best learning? 
 
 

Module 0 - Establish Essential Agreements and Civic Norms 
 
Tools: 

●​ Civic Norms 
●​ Justice in MY Life -- Student Task Sheet  
●​ Justice in OUR Lives T Chart Poster 

 
Activities: 

●​ Civics Examples Sort  

Week 2 
What do we 
understand 
about 
ourselves and 
others as 
learners?  

“Children’s Comments about Learning” 
Day 4: What is an activity you like to do with 
other people? (When we pay attention to 
how we learn and how others learn, we 
build a stronger learning community in our 
classroom.) 
 

Module 0, Lesson 1: Identity 
 
Activities: 

●​ Identity BINGO  
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1rVhMjDLn1YjE81PGbFJHXiSATMFiwJ6x?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1rVhMjDLn1YjE81PGbFJHXiSATMFiwJ6x?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1G4eot9F7Uo7GEPZqLUzS5-4_jw_7ZlV5?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oFeagZy2-F8vDo8BFHSNPsYVJDOYwdHk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Fg71fazjd8WUIRDmeucGNNdntrNUxr_R?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1uMfm6li3U3Zen5SaAkQ-VCpNuRJLO8qE?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JjExZeKQMsE5QDJPDcOWo83NTf5Drmvu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1GlMUaaSG6pZbZ5-aCwPrGCgGlxiF6Ytt?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1NaQ41P8R9LNdHZXjHCvpIDKJLb9IyjYv0yWjmX9NkEI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1zmNa7AQYnEI-AzkN3q_u4VnEh6VFacqA19U7-neGces/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Vuv8fRZ6N1LL6H-VUmMKNKha-o9qRdXHGn2GFqaSNYc/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/19fYPRtY8WIZocTx5Z3w2frvKCgdI1h0aY9CaV6b79X8/edit?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fWnv8ZACPd0OI514a5zMeCvGwBUvBGfs/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OBV5RFEhuI2zzrZl1xlBt5CRNMb41OtR6hb6KW-Y5cw/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nwTUclFZQ0NZ5tZ_aJXrnOR8U8E1XHuvJIBJd8T7euA/edit#slide=id.p


Week 3 
How do we 
make sure that 
each member 
of our 
community 
can do their 
best learning?  

Rainbow Joe and Me 
Day 3: If we had a learner like Rainbow Joe 
or Eloise in our class, how would we make 
sure that they could do their best learning? 
“Dear Teacher” (video) 
Day 5: How do some children do their best 
learning? What do we need to do our best 
learning? 
 

Module 0, Lesson 4: Perspectives 
 
Activities: 

●​ Perspective Comic  

Week 4 
Why is school 
important? 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 
Day 1: What protection does this article 
provide to children? What difference does 
education make? 
Day 2: What was the authors’ purpose in 
writing these articles? What additional 
article about children’s educational rights 
would you add to the Convention of the 
Rights of the Child? 
Seeds of Change: Planting a Path to Peace 
Day 3: What do we learn about women’s 
rights? Why is education important to 
Wangari as a woman? 
Do you share Wangari’s beliefs about 
education? Why or why not? 
Day 4: What does Wangari want to share 
with Kenyan women? Why is this 
important? 
What is the Green Belt Movement? 
What do we learn about women’s rights?  
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 
and Seeds of Change: Planting a Path to 
Peace 
Day 5: What do we learn about the 
importance of the right to learn? 

Module 1, Lesson 1: Community and Equity (Needs) 
 
Activities: 

●​ Wants vs. Needs Sort or Task Sheet 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cZaA_V7h9erIwCJh0-pWewve-jIIWLHs/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cZaA_V7h9erIwCJh0-pWewve-jIIWLHs/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lXS04g5glWAlemR8DUnYTAuUEEb7CjlPrGTyS3IYBBU/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/11oIXPVTk2kPeJja09xfsXiHN0As-65nTXZPjMQMo9Dw/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DctANQItff0uxM-Ymxb1bDF0oT7_FGXo/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DctANQItff0uxM-Ymxb1bDF0oT7_FGXo/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DctANQItff0uxM-Ymxb1bDF0oT7_FGXo/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DctANQItff0uxM-Ymxb1bDF0oT7_FGXo/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DctANQItff0uxM-Ymxb1bDF0oT7_FGXo/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1h2l-K-SSwJQrFHxoKW0jSxYqWJfasG1Y-9zRiZzjBRA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/10VpOMayc1BBlQp_gZ8wC6A6wdx0FGPDFJo-r2UtZRO0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YNR6iLXYiztEvCuL1BfuPLWVI3M5y3NtJELVM9G7rnM/edit?usp=sharing


Week 5 
What can we 
learn about 
school from 
communities 
in the United 
States and 
around the 
world? 

Dear Mr. Rosenwald: The School that Hope 
Built 
Day 1: What do you understand about 
Rosenwald Schools? What do you 
understand about the time period when 
they were built? 
What is school like in 1921 for Ovella and 
Junior? 
What does it mean that children go to 
school in shacks and corncribs? What is it 
like for children to work during the harvest? 
Why does Julius Rosenwald want to share 
his money? Why do the people have to 
raise their own money? Why does Uncle Bo 
say that white people have to pitch in? How 
do people contribute to the school? 
Day 2: What is school like for Ovella and 
other Black children in her community 
during this time period? 
How might school be different for a white 
child 
compared to Ovella at this time and place? 
Inclusive Playgrounds (slides) 
Day 4: Why are inclusive playgrounds 
important for all learners around the world? 
Off to Class: A Sense of Independence 
Day 5: What does this right describe? How 
is this related to the kind of inclusion the 
Hazelwood School offers? 

Module 1, Lesson 2: Justice 
 
Activities: 

●​ Justice/Injustice Sort  
●​ Justice Vs Injustice Worksheet 
●​ Complete the Sentence: Justice vs Just  

 

Week 6 
What do we 
know and 
what can we 
find out about 
our school?  

Interview with Youth Activists (slides) 
Day 1: Why is a sense of community 
important for activists? 
How has their activism made a change in 
their schools or in Boston? 
What can we learn as second graders about 

Module 2, Lesson 4: Environmental Justice: Dams 
Module 3, Lesson 1: Working Together for Justice 
Module 3, Lesson 2: Environmental Justice: Clean Air 
Module 3, Lesson 3: Environmental Justice: Trees 
 
Activities:  
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/16S0BrZtY19KHac5d2-DmIHBAkbAx1l0P/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16S0BrZtY19KHac5d2-DmIHBAkbAx1l0P/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16S0BrZtY19KHac5d2-DmIHBAkbAx1l0P/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16S0BrZtY19KHac5d2-DmIHBAkbAx1l0P/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_thOiMEBCSxYBZd2wz_19sNZEsLDyuBRdAg4Y7AczGg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1souHalkqA2Bveopn3wHIgPuuSUDYzWNjKrWsyZb0x1A/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1E19QuGdOxMm8SP1WVKLpN-bA4VEWNNp0NF9brocoTWs/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1x-v6V5q2dl4iHhDjJ1V_t41drkq7xP7Qvx5y0hBqTx0/edit?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UTVj2q6kODEJlrzrK4LWEWfNH9cYnqyD/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JjCDm3OqhyPesJGbH5PsqZC3ChmI4QSZO5pi47szd1Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RTZbse3HAtUCjBxZPc158ADSMyb5ld5gsBuVwrFAMaw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/152VwcKlBpIQKUrkMexYSfu6D1qFWsXICatC6AEDd-L0/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ANU1R5NpwLzBb84xdb_k631BBFEZ3pVzTbe0Plg1tK4/edit


how to advocate for specific changes from 
Anya and Tay? 
What are the ways that Anya and Tay work 
for change in their community? 
What specific changes do you believe we 
should advocate for in our Boston 
community? Why do you think so? 
Project Introduction 1: Gathering Data 
About Our School 
Day 2: This week we are beginning a project 
we’ll do together, the Our Schools Project, 
where we’ll think about and advocate for 
something that will make our school a place 
where everyone can do their best learning. 
Project Introduction 2: Developing an 
Interview 
Day 3: These interviews will help us 
determine a focus for our project that is 
important to us and to others in our school 
community. 
Project Introduction 3: Choosing an 
Audience 
Day 4: Who makes decisions in our schools?  
How Do We Sit?  
Day 5: Why is it important to advocate for 
what we need? 

●​ Peaceful Environment Task Sheet  
●​ Justice Cycle: Clean Rivers 

●​ Justice Cycle: Case Study 

Week 7 
How can I 
contribute to 
my school 
community? 

Jeri Robinson: A Leader in Boston Education  
Day 5: How is Jeri Robinson a leader in 
education? 

Module 1, Lesson 3: Advocacy 
 
Activities: 

●​ Advocate: Problem and Solution 

●​ Advocating Task Sheet 

Week 8 
How do 
schools 

Strong Schools, Strong Communities 
Day 3: How can different parts of a 
community—like libraries, hospitals, and 

Module 1, Lesson 4: Justice Advocates 
 
Activities: 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UTVj2q6kODEJlrzrK4LWEWfNH9cYnqyD/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UTVj2q6kODEJlrzrK4LWEWfNH9cYnqyD/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UTVj2q6kODEJlrzrK4LWEWfNH9cYnqyD/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UTVj2q6kODEJlrzrK4LWEWfNH9cYnqyD/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UTVj2q6kODEJlrzrK4LWEWfNH9cYnqyD/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UTVj2q6kODEJlrzrK4LWEWfNH9cYnqyD/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UTVj2q6kODEJlrzrK4LWEWfNH9cYnqyD/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1S00YTmHn82aip5Dn7JbXgl8JTxwMslVi0Pd_pkmr-1Y/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rD4Rk-o8kxhzXV0_17J-UWNirOQ2lfzm7GYEhoZHQSA/edit#slide=id.g25af0e0875b_0_67
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vJEE_I8Yoml0ISREPh0zmRHRHC4fZO5XzwOHDphe6T4/edit?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1WSZOMQ140Mg5n-3jP8VjwWKkBNlO7582
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14GBLoLDPCgloIMifPo_sakyGdqEibfvM3ZjH9DzXgP4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1CkB5S4j_ZdzPbVdxsHmMpg2mONmsni1l-VshTllG7OE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Z_QiuLBjEKECozSLH3adTFfArPo6LulEDRR77R8xNk0/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y8uqmow9pLKzEzeNP_S907cQPu043GBE/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11kKJOFStoKeun7zL1pNOUL3a19M_sySHDI2PtBIgu9U/edit?usp=share_link


contribute to 
strong 
communities? 

businesses—support their schools? 
Synthesis of Unit Ideas 
Day 4: How do we build strong 
communities?  

●​ Justice Cycle 
●​ Advocate: Action or Person  
●​ Advocate Sort  

 
Field Trip Opportunity: 

●​ Discovering Justice field trip -. Students explore the concept of justice looking 
at a case, meet with a courthouse professional and tour the Moakley Federal 
Courthouse. Book here. 

Focus Unit 2: The Forces of Wind and Water 
Most relevant Big Idea: 
The changing shape of land impacts people.  
Most relevant Guiding Question: 
Should we intervene with nature? 

CDJ  Voting, Leadership, Community, and Justice 
Module 1: Justice in Our Lives 
Students explore the concepts of justice and injustice through the lens of equity and 
multiple perspectives. (5 lessons) 
Civic Norms (community discussion norms) 
 

Module 2: Justice in Our Environment 
Students build their understanding of environmental justice by reflecting on how the 
environment meets our needs and how humans impact the environment. (4 lessons) 
 

Module 3: Movements for Change 
Students connect justice and advocacy to personal identity by examining the 
environmental justice advocate Tanisha Arena with Arise (4 lessons).ment meets our 
needs and how humans impact the environment. (4 lessons) 

Focus Text Talk text and central question(s) CDJ lessons / tools 

Weeks 1-8 This unit builds children’s science knowledge 
which can be applied to CDJ Module 2.  

Module 2, Lesson 1: Environment 
Module 2, Lesson 2: Adapting to Our Environment 
Module 2, Lesson 3: Renewable Resources 
Module 2, Lesson 4: Environmental Justice: Dams 
Module 2, Lesson 5: Perspectives and the Environment 
 
Activities: 

●​ People Impacting Environments Task Sheet 
●​ Environmental Justice Drag & Drop  

●​ Environmental Justice: Dams 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y8uqmow9pLKzEzeNP_S907cQPu043GBE/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vQdfSm9OAVZoZqs_OYd6kBeziJQy3htlyfz-cI1jJk4/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16o87VqIccZBXZ_vkgJawFUbWXmFRW2R7lYh5JcsiUx4/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1D4fhCs927yEb3inFk4p2WMd-llyQfm5hnIcT4v48_RU/edit
https://discoveringjustice.org/programs/moakley-courthouse-field-trips/
https://www.tfaforms.com/4926497
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1yJTYwo1V2_Pc2vNurinjdkUIz6l_IVjh?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1G4eot9F7Uo7GEPZqLUzS5-4_jw_7ZlV5?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oFeagZy2-F8vDo8BFHSNPsYVJDOYwdHk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Fg71fazjd8WUIRDmeucGNNdntrNUxr_R?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1uMfm6li3U3Zen5SaAkQ-VCpNuRJLO8qE?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iAUeozMmGzV8m7Fg9CKno7BvgcSvkchCYIlpFuCP9Cg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fwO7CGPjzz6V8tvsd8R5xoYvOZS2Vs_h2GOY6vzrKGE/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tRGFbbP1MkkaRdff9H7veOH18knDzw-IkQNjTEFlqC8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JjCDm3OqhyPesJGbH5PsqZC3ChmI4QSZO5pi47szd1Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1leM_UUQp2zJ1PfoCO2ul-1T2-oQegu8mu_kl7i4FLC8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1IZqAocr10HI0c4EsDexkwhiJnY6KrCjwkWL7MnZYYWQ/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-CSw7Cv6I3LntXfyz29e8H9FsvEXe9Vpju8i19KUWi4/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1My1v8msThZPWv02hvBcHJ-LUUd2QkXGn01MOz_Figlw/edit?usp=drive_link


●​ Salmon Speak: Before and After Dams  

●​ Skit Situation Cards with Accompanying Worksheets  

 
Additional suggested texts in Second Grade Read Aloud Library  

Focus Unit 3: Connecting Places, Connecting People 
Most relevant Big Idea: 
We understand our own identities by thinking about where 
we are and where we come from. 
 
Most relevant Guiding Question: 
How can understanding others help us to understand 
ourselves? 

CDJ  Voting, Leadership, Community, and Justice 
Module 1: Justice in Our Lives 
Students explore the concepts of justice and injustice through the lens of equity and 
multiple perspectives. (5 lessons) 
Civic Norms (community discussion norms) 
 

Module 2: Justice in Our Environment 
Students build their understanding of environmental justice by reflecting on how the 
environment meets our needs and how humans impact the environment. (4 lessons) 
 

Module 3: Movements for Change 
Students connect justice and advocacy to personal identity by examining the 
environmental justice advocate Tanisha Arena with Arise (4 lessons). 

Focus Text Talk text and central question(s) CDJ lessons / tools 

Week 1 Texts not directly connected  

Week 2 
What can we 
learn by 
exploring 
stories and 
music 
from different 
places? 

Drum Dream Girl 
Day 1: In many places, girls and women 
have been treated differently than boys and 
men. In many families at this time in Cuba, 
fathers made most of the decisions. This 
story gives one example of that. What do 
you think about this? 
Day 2: …being "enthusiastically cheered" 
by Eleanor Roosevelt shows that she was an 
important role model for women, noting 
Eleanor Roosevelt as a strong advocate for 
women doing anything they wanted to, 
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/12jxGJXQeM2mai4WVKozc8ORVi3EZ7PwiYHUuxqgpbW8/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1eOnsxr_kgte1ebOkWMRyzyKpdiApgwafV13mEeme1a4/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tbT-0RfqYUw5wELOVXvdLZIaNdUkIAI0MHBQEDVRPsk/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1reI3LVSWm07-40Fk5dXFelDKgL-ic8k0?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1G4eot9F7Uo7GEPZqLUzS5-4_jw_7ZlV5?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oFeagZy2-F8vDo8BFHSNPsYVJDOYwdHk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Fg71fazjd8WUIRDmeucGNNdntrNUxr_R?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1uMfm6li3U3Zen5SaAkQ-VCpNuRJLO8qE?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cmdATRx1NIJi4MzhPOjWN6xVDucIMiZn/view?usp=share_link


especially the many things they had not had 
access to historically.  
Day 3: See Buena Vista Social Club 
Background Information for context to 
explore about racial segregation. 

Week 3 Texts not directly connected  

Week 4 
How are 
people 
connected in 
and across 
communities? 

Soccer Star 
Day 1: Note: The story includes sensitive 
topics, particularly poverty and children 
working to support their families instead of 
attending school. Consider the life 
experiences of children in the classroom 
community to plan for potential impacts of 
these discussions. It may make sense to 
frame the conversation with a connection 
to Unit 1 and the UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child.  
Maria impresses Paulo with the way she 
plays soccer. But it seems like there’s a rule 
that prevents Maria from playing on the 
team. Does this remind you of another text? 

 

Week 5 
How are 
community 
traditions 
passed down 
and 
shared? 

Abuela’s Weave 
Day 4: Why does Abuela disguise herself at 
the market? What do you think about this? 
Why is this an important part of the story? 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GlVHfnpznMxIpjVO4_ABxsZ_3E_30P2y/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19SMZv679g1bSgWCgn-OBxYLN1g_3CpKu/view?usp=sharing


Week 6 
What are 
some of 
Boston’s 
stories? 

Portraits of Bostonians 
Day 4: “Everything that I do is shaped by the 
experiences that I've had with my family 
and that I've heard in families all across the 
city who share the same struggles and 
dreams. I am a daughter of immigrants, 
someone who never thought I would be 
running for office when I was a young girl. 
And I get my resilience from seeing the 
challenges that my parents faced as  
immigrants to this country who came here 
with nothing.” - Mayor Michelle Wu, 2021 

Field Trip Opportunity: 
●​ Discovering Justice field trip -. Students explore the concept of justice looking 

at a case, meet with a courthouse professional and tour the Moakley Federal 
Courthouse. Book here. 

Week 7 
How are 
people 
connected 
in and across 
communities? 

Haitian Art 
Day 3: This painting shows soldiers—called 
“heroes” by the artist—who fought for Haiti 
to become its own republic, or independent 
government. One thing that is important 
about Haiti is that it is the first republic, or 
government, set up by Black people to lead 
themselves in the Western Hemisphere, this 
entire part of the world. 
  

Activities: 
●​ Identity Bingo Game Boards  

Week 8 Text not directly connected  

Focus Unit 4: The Power of Pollinators 
Most relevant Big Idea: 
Organisms in an ecosystem are interdependent. 

Animals, including humans, benefit from and depend on 

pollination. 

 
Most relevant Guiding Question: 
What makes particular organisms interdependent? 

Why is pollination important to people and other animals? 

CDJ  Voting, Leadership, Community, and Justice 
Module 1: Justice in Our Lives 
Students explore the concepts of justice and injustice through the lens of equity and 
multiple perspectives. (5 lessons) 
Civic Norms (community discussion norms) 
 

Module 2: Justice in Our Environment 
Students build their understanding of environmental justice by reflecting on how the 
environment meets our needs and how humans impact the environment. (4 lessons) 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XAAwOE4WMQUnYUsjVHLYKY0YFeV8YU2I/view?usp=sharing
https://discoveringjustice.org/programs/moakley-courthouse-field-trips/
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1G4eot9F7Uo7GEPZqLUzS5-4_jw_7ZlV5?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oFeagZy2-F8vDo8BFHSNPsYVJDOYwdHk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Fg71fazjd8WUIRDmeucGNNdntrNUxr_R?usp=sharing


Module 3: Movements for Change 
Students connect justice and advocacy to personal identity by examining the 
environmental justice advocate Tanisha Arena with Arise (4 lessons). 
 

Module 4 Civic Action 
Students choose a justice issue as a class and engage in the justice cycle (a mini civic 
action project). 

Focus Text Talk text and central question(s) CDJ lessons / tools 

Weeks 1-5 This unit builds children’s science knowledge 
which can be applied to CDJ Module 3. 

Module 3, Lesson 1: Working Together for Justice 
Module 3, Lesson 2: Environmental Justice: Clean Air 
Module 3, Lesson 3: Environmental Justice: Trees 
 

Week 6 
Why is 
pollination 
important to 
people and 
other animals?  

Day 2: The Pollinator Project is introduced 
with the weekly question. 
What If There Were No Bees? 
Day 3: What types of dangers do bees face? 
How would humans be affected if there 
were no bees? 
Massachusetts Legislation to Protect 
Pollinators 
Day 5: In Massachusetts, many 
legislators—people who make laws— are 
concerned about pollinators, too, and they 
want to set rules about what chemicals 
farmers may and may not use. A bill is a 
proposal for a law that has not been fully 
voted on yet; legislators are still making 
arguments to each other about whether 
these bills should become laws, and why. 
This lesson continues to explain and explore 
the legislative process.  

 

Week 7 "Places for Pollinators in Boston"  
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1uMfm6li3U3Zen5SaAkQ-VCpNuRJLO8qE?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1rieFv1IcqN_7dLPEOM9kapE4F6WZtKyE?usp=drive_link
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mBoY8J0vbAUFjEOxPIZIodU-nPlwpvWf/view?usp=sharing


Why is 
pollination 
important to 
people and 
other animals? 

Day 3: According to this text, why is 
pollination important to people? What can 
we do to increase the number of pollinators 
in Boston? 

Week 8 
How do I and 
how do we 
contribute to 
our 
communities? 

“Classroom Hives”  
Day 1: What ideas do you have about how 
you and we can contribute to our 
community? 
Seeds of Change: Planting a Path to Peace  
Day 2: How do Wangari’s actions in Seeds of 
Change contribute to her community?What 
does this tell us about the importance of 
the tree in this ecosystem? 
Why is it important that we understand 
what plants and animals need to survive? 
Why is Wangari concerned about 
companies clearing land for coffee 
plantations? How does this impact the 
plants, people, and other animals living in 
the community? 
[Lesson continues to address questions of 
people and environment.] 
Wangari has focused her work in her home 
country. But she has made a contribution 
far beyond Kenya. How do Wangari’s 
actions contribute to the global 
community? 
Day 3: How are the impacts of Wangari’s 
actions and the South Sichuan hand 
pollinators’ actions similar? How are their 
impacts different? 
What is the cause of the destruction of the 
forests in Wangari’s community? 
What is the cause of the disappearance of 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lyj_6NgkMcie23mrIDWeSs69fWbDp7Ut/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lyj_6NgkMcie23mrIDWeSs69fWbDp7Ut/view?usp=sharing


the bees in the South Sichuan Province? 
Connecting Texts, Connecting Learning 
Day 5: What text would you recommend to 
others who want to think about how they 
can contribute to their communities?  
If you were going to write a text about 
pollination, what message would you want 
that text to communicate? Why? 
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