HEART.

PARTI

They remembered how they were brst tound

Two children traversed Across the wild woods hand-n-hand, their clumsy and uncoordinated teet

constantly tripping over the thick tree roots that burrowed ko the earth With every tumble

they Yook marked another red cut on their little legs, Gor i one kol down came crashing the
other.

Thelr wounds wirvored edch other, both bw\rinﬂ the same bruises n the same places on thelr
sorAwWny bodies. et they picked ench other up and limped forward with 4wmrhnﬂ knees and

sorakched elbows, simply becduse they knew nowhere else to wander.

The duo ended up stumbliing W circles, their confusion leaving them constantly changing directions
out of uncertamty The seenery Around them remaned stagnant no matter where they furned,
%’oworing overareens ohoking Yhe horiz-on out of 9iﬂh+ At every corner. Surrounded by the
unkamilar forest, the two of them wondered where their home was, or 1 they were Yoo kar away
from t+ Yo ever return

One recalled b&inﬂ around the Age ok siy, the other, no less than the Age ok four. The
resemblance between them was quite 44’(“47\5, «;hnr'mﬂ the same unruly ﬁinﬂ&r locks that hckled
At thetr shoulders and green eyes Yhat gleamed ke emerald gemstones. Yot their matching
Appearance was the only ket fo ground them amidst a sea ok surqing questions. Ml they knew
for cortan was Yhat they were siblings, although they had no clue where they got wind of +hat
truth shill, F was something ke an wdisputable veality of like, W the same way that the skies
were blue and the clouds were white. It Just was, and + was only natural



The dirt orunohinﬁ underneath thetr soles solled their white sneakers Yhe same, their Y-shirks
sticky with sweat from the humidiby that cloyed at their skin. What seemed like hours of Amless
wnllﬁing had done them no good, I&ﬂvinﬂ Yhem no closer than before trom %cﬂpihﬂ the
V\ovw—w\o\ing tunnels that appedred to only lure them turther w. The heat boﬂl’inﬂ down on the
duo was diz-z-ying In Intensity And merclless 1 ntent, ineiting exhaustion krom wedry bones and
thirst trom dry Yhroats. The siblings werent sure how long they could st without kood or water.

But Just as thewr thoughts were ﬂrowing ﬂrim, they heard ohﬂH’Mib\g and Inughing n the
distance. Two volees rose above the eenie slence that swabbed their ears, pninhng Vislons ot Aid
and hope n the children's minds. They serambled with ('M'iguw\ toottalls fowards the source of
precious sound, sooh epoH'inﬁ two adults that heard their approach, quickly {'nlﬁing nohice of the
serAped up 6il7linﬂe.

The duo were tussed over by the couple, who aAppedred o be wed to each obher, asking for a
home Address, A4 parent's name, A Yown they lived . The children could only look at eachother
solemnly and shake their heads, Gor they knew none ok those things.

But they dd quickly answer when the couple Asked for their names.

Arabella, and Ashton.
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fov&h"y.

Barely enough space for the family of four.
The strangers had taken thom I a5 thelr own, et they didn't have much Yo provide.

The children ddn't mind. <o long As they had A warm bed under 4 Iovinﬂ rook, they were nlriﬂh’r
with roHriV\ﬂ at V\iﬂhl' with unsated stomachs. The couple was Kind and humble, and their attection
dulled ther bunger, wbuing the siblings' hearks with contentment and stabiiry They felt like
they belonged 1 the rustic Yown of Brumberlocke, quickly becoming Acquanted with the other kids
of the vilage.

They drank w the listless days ke clockwork, &M’ihg vanlla e cream under the wmlhng sky and
Ioﬂping o plles ot vuby red leaves, hoﬂro\ina carrots, buttons, and scarks o make snowmen and
riding bikes Along t+he frals ned with bloomihﬂ Howers. They held races and Yook risks and
Yejoleed over mw\ningl%s trumphs, and thetr hollow laughter and VAR laments were quickly
forgotten by the dawn ot tomorrow. The worlds they wove were destined o be short-lived and
hittersweet, scattered to the wind to be reconstructed by the new seasons all over agam. gach
summer vehewed the vow to live fastly and freely, swimming n the frivolity of Heeting youth and
happiy-ever-atters. They charged forward with creless abandon through the dayless months,
brave bectuse they knew all would be forgotten when the next year would roll Around ﬂgﬂin,-
fathkully, unervingly, predictably.

They were yeAr-long honhearted



They childishly hought it would last forever, Yhose delectable days so sweet on the tonque. Mas,
they faled Yo notice the tunds Aw'mdling more And wore with edch fﬂeeing year. the furniture n
Yhetr house growinﬂ scAveer AN sedrcet, the IM’&—V\iﬂM’ Arguments About woney when the
children kel asleep.

When the siblings packed their finy bags that fatelul atternoon, they did not want +o leave trom
Brumberlocke. Looking up at the korlorn, et doting faces that were sending them away, ther
hearts broke as the securtty they came Yo cherish was beng ripped from under their Goet. They
looked at eAch other and cast their ees to the Hoor in und&rel*ﬂno\ing, wnllﬁing down the road n
rmignnhon Yo step nto the car of their more well-ote aunt and uncle.

The Younger oough&d at the scent ot oiﬂnr&{'b smoke.

ks they were driven away, they pressed their ees Yo the backseat windows, anxiously watching
their tremsured childhood grow fner and fimer i the distance.

Where was the yedr-long honhearted soul +hat sought the wind?

I the stubky ear with stale ar that Yasted ke drops of poison, they could mot find -



HEART.

PART Il [EXCLUDED]

**DUE TO POTENTIALLY TRIGGERING THEMES, THIS PORTION IS EXCLUSIVE TO

RPNATION.

THE REST OF THE BACKSTORY IS AVAILABLE BELOW. ENJOY!
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They couldn't ¥ake the hand dedlt fo them 1 their new house that was all but howe, covering up
thelr unmet needs W public with panted, plashe smiles.
They couldn't +ake ooworing I the presence ot thelr uncle, who brandished a belt or his ringm\
fists 1 the name ot cruel, relentless "discipling”
They couldn't take ei'm\dinﬂ under the seruting ot their aunt, who only sneered at fhem as i she
ddn’t want thewm here, blling them to be "gratelul’ I spite of thelr various woes.
They couldn't take the V\ighh 4hivorinﬁ outside 1 the cold whenever they faled to meet an
absurd expectation, lekt fo the mercy of the weather and the creatures lurking w the dark
They couldnt +ake going the entire day hungry because wedls were withheld from thew.

They couldn't take b&mg unloved,
They couldn't take b&mg hurt.
They couldn't +ake b&ihﬁ trampled underfoot, slowly wiH‘mg under the cruel pressure from their
onroﬂiv&re that despised them so.

St long and ﬂYu&“V\ﬂ yeArs akker nrriv'mﬂ I the ciby of Brismond, the children had ehough And
Yook Hight at sunrise, not wiling o submit to yet another beating should they remamn
complacent. Thelr departure was hurried and made on A whim, cArrying oy A kew ok their most
precious belongings Along them w A drawstring bag They hoped to it the road and head back to
Brumberlocke, then beg thewr parents Yo Yake them back. Tell thew that anything they could
spAre them was betrer Hhan suftering at the hands of their sinster relatives. The warks that
had marred thewr sk black and blue would surely convinee thewm.



Pnd aQnine{' the odds, they did arrve vather quickly. The 4\lvlinge traveled by bus o Brumberlocke,
and aktrer several hours ot e{'mbﬁio plnnnihg, wniHM and rio\ing, they found themselves back n
Yhetr old Miﬂhborhooo\. Thetr past eity wasn't too far away m the frst place.

With the new address of their parents i a Yownhouse, the tamiar streets they used to
wandetr As Kids carried them o their front doorstep. Bub when their parents opened the door..

The siblings would never forget the pale look they had on their fces. Thewr hearts sunk further
and further as Yheir parents began Yo scold them about running away from their poor relatives
oro\&ring them Yo go back fo their "home" W rushed tones.

The duo tried Yo speak about what their uncle and aunt had done to them, but their parents
quickl cut 1 with their foreheads erinkled n stress. They said that ther aunt and uncle were
the onl people willing to *ake them i, and that they truly had no other alternative Hhan
ohsting them out wto the street. That they needed to be tnancilly stable before they could
weloome the children back o their lives. Through pleading words and exasperated redrs, thewr
prayers bor sakety were returned with implorations fo 4o bAsk. That it was the only place where
they could 4ot A good education and (ree voom. That they needed to look at the positives.

The cold rejection shilled the 4il7linge, Y&V\d&(ihﬂ them speechless at how thewr own parents were
telling them to return to a4 knowingly vislent environment:
They couldn't speak.
They weren't prepared Yo Jushity the sultering theyve gone through

They had expected thelr parents to understand the words that went unsad, that theyd be
Able Yo empathize with their angquished expressions and mainourished appearance. Out ot Anybody

I Yhetr lves, they had expected their parents fo leap to their detense the easiest. The

parents who had showered them w love and care for <o, <o long..

The very same kear of being punished i€ they elaborated on their pain paralz-ed thew, oatching
them oft guard A place where they thought they were the satest. Where they kelt the most
protected,

Yot the adults who they telt sakest around.couldn’t save them.



They never felt more dlone Fhan in that moment, trembling on the porch with the 1oy wind
whipping Aqainst their cheeks.

And 50 they furned away, I&ﬂving the fownhouse behind dejected and torn.

They were on their own.
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n 1 n
I don t know,

“We have no other choice,”

“Nerther of us are old enough for a job, so
we can’t get our own income, No money
means no food, water, shelter,,,at least out
here, we have two out of the three to start

with,”

"What do we do now, brother?"

“Well, I think that we shouldn’t be walking
around like this without a plan——! We only
have so much energy and so much food

bef="

“ JHUR?”

“Are you nuts?] We can’t live out here,
we’d get eaten alive] Haven’t you learned

anything from the nursery rhymes ‘bout this



« ) o »
It's a necessary risk,

“It’s nothing we haven’t experienced

before, We’d live,”

“I dfdn’t have this planned,”

“I have the blade, that’s already a good

start, If that’s not enough, whittling down

thick twigs into sharp spears could work,,, ”

wood? It’s dangerous here—— who knows

° ° « I »
what creepy crawlies are running ‘round!

“You’ve gotta be kidding,.,,what if you get
hurt What if I get hurt?]”

“At least we had Advil at homel Christ, if

you had this planned for us, why dfdn’t gou

bring along some painkillers?)s

“Exactly! We’re not prepared in the
slfghtest to survive out herell I don’t
suppose you brought any thingamabobs to
start fires, or to hunt squirrels and

whatnot, or to set up a campl!”

“This is crazy—— I-I don t think we can live

[Tke this]”



“We can find a way, Have some farth,”

“We Just don’t accept fallure as an option,
then, There’s nothing else we can do,,,we "d
starve in the streets, begging in the city,
No matter how you look at it, we’re in the
same sitvation regardless of our
environment,,,

homeless, ”

“And go where, exactlyl]”

“We’d DIE in the cityl”

“ . What?”

“But what happens if we can’t find a way?!

Nobody Is coming for us! We’d be TOAST]”

“But I'm scared—— what about all the
monster attacks! Those same monsters come

from this forest—— please, let’s go)”

« »
Somewhere elsel

«
Then I,,,L,.,

I wish we never left Brismond,,,”

[{4 °
I said,



“eeDId you forget what they did to

USZ”

“This hasn’t healed yet, has rt]”

«
Tt’s been two months, you know,”’

“But at least you can t be hurt by another

o M
person ever again,

«
s/ Are you,,,

Siding with them now]”

“Aren’t you SICK of the mask you had to

wear for all this timell That you had to

I wish we never left Brismond!”

“ut I-- AH, AAAAH/
storSTOPSTOP——"

[(4 »
ooo

“Tt’s,,.not like it’s going to heal now,

0 »
erther,,,

“But,,,we still had everyfh/’ng,’ I-it was

pafnful, and hard, but we could still livel”

)

“We could still,,.play,..pretend,,, ?



disguise your wounds because 't would

«o o » 7, »
fnconvenience” others/!

“Tt wasn’t that bad?

WHAT HE DID TO MY NECK
‘WASN’T THAT BAD]!’”

“WHAT SHE TOLD THE POCTOR
WHEN YOU ARRIVED TO THE
EMERGENCY ROOM WASN’T
THAT BAD7!”

“THAT WE HAD TO SNEAK
AROUND TO GET IN THE FIRST
PLACE]

“But it wasn’t,,, that bad,,,

we’re still,,,here,.,”’

“Brother—1”

“BUT WE SURVIVED, AND WE HAD THE
TOOLS TO CARE FOR OURSELVES WHEN
WE GOT HURT—=]"



THEY DON’T CARE FOR
You!”

“CAN YOU REALLY CALL
THAT ‘LIVING’]!

YOU’RE BETTER OFF ON
OUR OWN!”

“WHAT PO YOU MEAN
YOU ‘CAN’T’7)”

“BUT AT LEAST WE’RE
LIVING SOMEWHERE WHERE
NOBODY CAN EASILY KILL
us!l”

“BUT I CAN’T LIVE ON
MY OWN!”



“BECAUSE,,.]”

Two 4iblinge got n A Hﬂhl’ n the woods.
tut H{mge d4dn't 40 As they Fhought they would

Spind white bingers rose from A pond
To 4 hormble monster, no doubt they belonged

The ruckus akar had alerted \v's senses
Caused t+ Yo awaken on the ofkensive

it's 41Yinﬂ&—liko Aigi{'e, sllent and sl
Darked Yo pierce through the taller one's thigh

Orying out I pan, the target collapsed
Immobliz-ed, the wonster had them trapped

The smaller one screamed W Alarm
But quickly Acted W order to disarm

While the taller was dragged Across the grass
They shapped otk A branch and began to abrack

Yet the albno horvor would not release s hold
set on Vs dinner, tt did not bold

Into the water, \W's vichm was yanked
Meter him the other dove, aming to shank



Yot the small one underwater was ternbied by what they saw
k biendish beast with beady eyes and a dmormoue, gﬂpihg MmAwW

I tervor, they began to biindly whack
Their 6iHW\ﬂ would not die a5 this beast's snack

The smaller shoved their twig down the monstrosity's throat
Sputtering and seiz-ing, the firan began to choke

Se1z-ing the opportunity to grab their kin
They hauled them out of the water with strength within

Not wnshnﬂ time, the small one towed them away
ks quick a5 they could o theyre not cAught As prey

but s they heaved their sibling uphil
They noted that they were oddly stil

Pausing to place A head on their chest,
0n the Iittle one's ce alighted A dreadkl trown
For there was breathing, mor A single heartbeat,
M&M\M hat their beloved 4iblinﬂ had drowned.
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K young Blushing hiked through the overgrowth pushing branches aside to clear his wtended path
With 4 sigh he brushed his curly brown locks out of his sight, his dark eyes seanning the forest
loor. Had one ok the orphans redlly gone this tar Yo drop their sock monkey.? The further he
marched, the wore he felt ke this was just some prank the kids had pulled on him so they could
get away with being unsupervised..

He facepaimed himsele with a gloved hand, alrendy hred of Aw\ling with these ﬂi%hnﬂ devils. W+
had only been a4 week since he's been on the job, And he was already being played Gor a tool

He wondered 1 he should 4o back until he caught a glimpse of 4 person kar n the distance.
Nﬂrrowing his eyes A5 he suspected Wt Yo be A mischievous kid Yhat had decided o diteh school

hwe, his strdes carned hwm over fowards the (’iguw, determined to 5iv& the vat 4 go0d
lecturing,

"HEY! wust what do you Hhink you're doing?®

But they ddnt redet how he expected them to at all (’Iinohing s0 hard that they slammed
ﬂgﬂimi' the tree behind them. Their hand mmediately dew to Yher chest as their head snapped
towards him, quaking as i expecting the worst

'Wel, that certamly startled +hem,' he thought.



The oddities ddnt end there. upon ﬂ&H’ing closet, he was able to survey the kd's ging&r haw
Yed back nto a4 ponyrall.a feenage boy with green eyes; somebody he had never seen betore. It
Yook 4 it for him o plece two and two together, the reAhz-aton 4’(“4&\5 him onee he cAught
wind of the 1ad's blovdied o hell olol’hinﬂ.
Oh, fuck
This id wasnt one of the rugrats at the orphanage.

They were one of the kids of Peter's tsland that lost themselves m the forest. Ik seemed to
be A popular spot for parents to abandon their kids..

tut this kd was b/&m{lhg—— shit, what had happened to hm? D4 one of the bensts get to him
frst?

Stopping A fow koot trom the poor boy (the closer he got, the more the other shrinked away)
he qot A go0d look at hw.a bt on the short side. Likely around twelve or 40.7

"old on..youre mot rom the White P-abbit Home, are ya7 What's your name, k147"

The boy Just looked At him with fearkul eyes, rowmining sllent.
".Okaaaay, betrer question. kre you lost?"
I eurk, reluctant nod.
"Do you remewmber i you have a4 fami?'
The kd remained slent and shll, so he assumed that was a no.

"Do you remember A phone number or Address? Pny contdct wkormation?!



No redction akter a minute, so Another no.
"No names of anybody 1 your like either? Do you not remember your own name t-'
"A-Ashton"
"Huh? That your name; kid?
K pause, and he nodded.

"Last name?" Not hke v mattered.the chances ot them b&ing able Yo frack down thewr actual

('nmilxi were cose fo none Anyway
" Murphy"

"Okay, Ashton, you're gonna be bine with me. There's an orghanage right down this path aight? |
work there. Well get you rogiebr&d and pateh you up, Just Gllow we

Idecision Hashed m the boys emerdld eyes, as 1k o\&lmhng whether or not Yo Gllow. Mer a fow
stconds of wrerndl debate, Mshion cautioush walked to the male bluehing’s s\de.

The blushinﬂ give the kd 4 wry ﬁrin and l?&ﬂnn Yo lead him back on the tral towards the
Orphanage. He starked towards a tall hill with 1A99ed rocks Jutting out unevenly,

"Well, the name's Cody Don't wedr 1t out, though

Watch your step, on this mound you don't want to tall
Anyway, tell me more about yourselt, Ashton '

"Um..
Am 4
And | went to middle school.."



"Don't remember the name of v now, do you?"
kshton didnt reply He knew the dril by now.
"Mre you hurt?"
Ny
"Ph? You're not Ning? What's up with the blood?*
=
"There's no need Yo hide anything il cost you nothing to fix up those mjuries”
Cody shot Ashon A glance over his shoulder.
"Theyre gonna perform A physical examinabion on you 1€ you don't tell we here, so you mi--"
s not mine." kshton eut W, distress seeping wto his volce.
So..who's blood 15 1t then?"
I that question, shton suddenly froze i his tracks, hugging himsele righty,
".Somebody else's."
Noting the boy behind him had stopped Gollowing him, Cody turned on his heel and raised an

enebrow. But hshton wasn't Ioolﬁing A gz wAs focused on the Hoor And his bangs ol
over his eyes, W\ﬂlﬁing it hard to read his expression.



"No shit. I'm ﬂél‘iv\g bor 2 who {’houﬂh"
" K ﬂirl'e."

"What?' he commented weredulously "Who exdctly 15 this qirl and how did her blood get on your

clothes7"

.. she..

My sister..

n

He ddn't continue on atker that, but he sounded..confused

"So you do have 4 tamily? Krght, what's your sister's name?"

"Wra.bela."

"Mnd was she with you n this forest?"

"N-yes.."

"What happened to Arabella, Fshion?

" What hagpened to.. my sister.?"

kahton's head Wted Yo meet Cody's stare, buk his eyes were A willon wiles away.

My sister..

She..






SHES DEAD
MUSIKTERS PEAD

HOW?!
WHY?!



S MY FAAULT
MY SISTER--/!

AVAVAVAVIVIVAVAVAVAVAIVIVIVIVI

MAMAANMAIN
MAMAAMAN




"WokH K1, CALM DOWN"

THE BLOOD
(TS SFILLINGOUT

The Blushing qrabbed kshton's shoulder to try to get through +o him, but i+ was the Hﬂﬂf'
mistake he made i his week-long existence.



SHTIN--*
IVIVIVIVIVIVIVIVIV




Violently j&rl‘ing his shoulder out of Cody's hold, the boy shoved the bluehihg back with a eurprieing
amount ot boree.

54’uml7ling backward, Cody's heel it one of the boulders lodge-4 o the hill with a4 ory 0nueinﬂ him
o tip over. His head mercllossy sidmmed ko the Grm ground, sending the servant rolling down

the steep slope, his body smashing powerkully agamst the protruding rocks.

kshton stood there, not Glly redlizing what he just did unhil the Blushing had rolled all the way
down. ?wring over the searp, he saw Cody's lmp body..

Motionless. There was something rod pooling out from under him..

He didn't know how long he stood thers, his heart hnmm&rinﬂ n his chest, before he tried Yo eall
out his name that he barely remembered,

" body?"

Sllence.



	PART I 
	PART II 
	PART III [excluded] 
	PART IV 
	PART V 
	PART VI 
	 
	 

