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​ As someone who has read all different kinds of articles like these, Higgins is not a new 

Author to me. In fact she is someone who has helped me incredibly throughout my entire 

research with articles addressing things that I could not find anywhere else. In this article, she 

goes into depth about the issues the UK was facing with abuses of diplomatic privilege. A sort of 

prequel to another article I read talking about a UK committee’s newer interpretation of 

diplomatic privilege, this fully details things, like the murder of Constable Fletcher and the 

ensuing tensions between the UK and Libya after the fact.  

​ This article is something that I can use heavily as a basis for my argument about things 

needing to change to the VCDR to make things better for diplomatic relations everywhere. I was 

aware of the incident that left relations between the UK and Libya in tatters for decades, but this 

account made the connections for what I needed to see how this issue was fueled by the misuse 

of diplomatic privilege. While there were actions that probably could have been taken, the doubt 

caused by the ambiguity in the VCDR meant that the situation was left to fester and both sides 

were angrier because of it. Leading to a severing of relations that left many Libyans in the UK 



and many British citizens in Libya without a direct contact to their country, slowing down any 

function that needs to happen for them and the neutral party running the duties of the embassy a 

bit more stressed in terms of the citizen’s needs. It was an article that in my opinion was very 

useful and gained the perspective I needed to start working to address the issues in the VCDR.  

​ There were some hiccups, however. Higgins herself addressed the potential issues that 

could arise from editing and amending the VCDR, like I am trying to do and that the current 

VCDR has established an uneasy relationship between most states when without it there 

wouldn’t be any proper relationship between governments and the disparities would cause 

tensions and conflict that the VCDR accounts for. It forced me to do something that I did not 

think I would have to do when working on this project. Take extreme caution in some cases. The 

reason being is that I overlooked how fragile these relationships were and Higgins made me 

question how far can I push and specifically I can get before the reality sets in and relations are 

severed because the articles aren’t satisfactory in the eyes of some states. It is a concept that is 

extremely worrying. However it is something that I now have to consider and a problem I am 

glad I ran into, because I already have some critiques that already make my OW ten times better 

before it is completed. It also makes me keep in mind that, this can only be a proposed revision 

because in the same way the the people who wrote the original VCDR took a principle and tried 

to translate it into reality, I am taking some reality and trying to form a newer principle to 

address the gaps in the bridge between these two concepts.  























 


