The Election of 1824

Soon, a presidential election also brought controversy. Andrew Jackson won the most popular votes in 1824.
However, he did not have enough electoral votes to win office. Under the Constitution, the House of Repre-
sentatives had to choose the winner. When the House chose John Quincy Adams as president, Jackson’s
supporters claimed that Adams had made a corrupt bargain with Henry Clay. These accusations grew after
Adams chose Clay to be secretary of state. The controversy weakened Adams’s support.

Election of 1828

Jackson supporters were determined that their candidate would win the 1828 election. The Democratic Party
arose from these supporters of Jackson. Many people who backed President Adams began calling themselves
National Republicans.

The 1828 presidential contest was a rematch of the 1824 election. Once again, John Quincy Adams faced
Andrew Jackson. Jackson chose Senator John C. Calhoun as his vice presidential running mate.

The Campaign

The 1828 campaign focused a great deal on the candidates’ personalities. Jackson’s campaigners described
him as a war hero who had been born poor and rose to success through his own hard work.

Adams was a Harvard graduate whose father had been the second U.S. president. Jackson’s supporters
described Adams as being out of touch with everyday people. Even a fan of Adams agreed that he was “as
cold as a lump of ice.” In turn, Adams’s supporters said Jackson was hot tempered, crude, and ill-equipped to
be president of the United States. When the ballots were counted, Jackson had defeated Adams, winning a
record number of popular votes.



