


represented different strengths that the Aztecs
believed they received from these animals.

An Aztec declaration of war followed a ripy-
alized pattern. First, the Aztecs asked a city to
join the empire as an ally. The city had 60 days
to agree. If the ruler refused, the Aztecs declared
war.

The battle began when thousands of Aztec
warriors descended upon the city. As the armies
faced each other, a general gave the signal to
attack. Aztec warriors excelled at hand-to-hand
fighting. Most wars ended after one battle,
usually with an Aztec victory.

After the city had fallen, the Aztecs
brought their captives to Tenochtitlan, Some
became slaves, but most were sacrificed to
Huitzilopochtli.

The Aztecs made only a few demands on
the defeated city. The people had to pay tribute,
honor the god Huitzilopochtli, and promise obe-
dience to the Aztec ruler. Otherwise, conquered
cities remained independent. They kept their
religion, customs, and language. They usually
even kept their leaders.

These lenient conditions made it easy for the
Aztecs to rule. But most of the conquered peo-
ple never thought of themselves as true Aztecs. They wanted their
freedom. These feelings led to a lack of unity in the Aztec Empire.
Eventually, the Spanish would take advantage of that WEakness.b?
making allies of the Aztecs’ enemies when they invaded Miaxipa #
1519. You will learn more about the Spanish conquest of the Aztecs
in Unit 7,

These modern drawings of Aztec life
show some of the forms of tribute

paid to the Aztecs, such as feathers,
jade, and tiger skins. :




