
Last update: 13 Oct 2025 

Rhetoric of Health and Medicine Symposium 
2025 

University of Minnesota-Twin Cities | Minneapolis, MN  
Access a digital version of this program via the QR code or by clicking here. 

#RHM2025 ​
 

Items below are clickable and linked to their respective program pages. 
Location​ 2 
Schedule At a Glance​ 2 

Friday, October 17​ 2 
Saturday, October 18​ 2 

Detailed Schedule​ 3 
Friday, October 17​ 3 
Saturday, October 18​ 6 
Working Groups​ 8 

Working Group Guidelines​ 9 
On-Site Specifics​ 10 

WiFi Information​ 10 
Connecting to eduroam​ 10 
Connecting to UMN-Guest WiFi​ 10 

Location Information​ 10 
Campus Maps​ 10 
Accessibility​ 10 
All-Gender Restrooms​ 11 
Lactation Space​ 11 
Quiet Space​ 11 

Parking​ 11 
COVID-19​ 11 

Pre-Symposium Workshops​ 11 
Thank yous​ 11 

Sponsors​ 12 
Program Reviewers​ 12 
Award Review Committees​ 12 

Planning Committee​ 12 
New RHM Society Leadership​ 13 
Stay Connected with RHM​ 13 
 
If you would like to upload access materials for your presentation, please do so by 11:59pm on 
October 16 so we have time to link the files to the program. We will do our best to link files 
submitted after this time.  

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11WLkTg3a6WFAB7EevvzExlWk2m_pG7ce/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105124670679825708496&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://forms.gle/ujzuhUjS5qhL2uXdA


Page 2 

Location 
Symposium events will be held at University of Minnesota-Twin Cities on the East Bank campus.  

Schedule At a Glance  
Note: All times are listed in Central.  

Friday, October 17 
All Friday events will take place in Pillsbury Hall, rooms 120 and 412.  
Time Event Location 
8:00 am - 8:45 am Registration check-in — coffee & tea provided  Pillsbury Hall, Room 412 

8:45 am - 9:00 am Welcome  Pillsbury 412 

9:00 am - 10:15 am Opening Keynote Address: Dr. V. Jo Hsu Pillsbury 412 

10:30 am - 11:45 am Concurrent Panels A & B Pillsbury 412 & 120 

11:45 am - 1:00 pm Lunch — provided  Pillsbury 412 

1:00 pm - 2:15 pm  Concurrent Panels C & D   Pillsbury 412 & 120 

2:30 pm - 3:30 pm  Concurrent Lightning Talks A & B Pillsbury 412 & 120 

3:45 pm - 5:00 pm  Concurrent Panels E & F Pillsbury 412 & 120 

6:30 pm onward For those who wish to gather informally, we 
suggest food & drinks at Malcolm Yards 
Market. See info below. 

501 30th Ave SE  

Saturday, October 18 
Saturday events will take place in Pillsbury Hall Room 120 and in 216 Pillsbury Room 35. (Note: 
“216 Pillsbury” is the name of a different building, which is next door to Pillsbury Hall to the West.) 
Time Event Location 
8:00 am - 9:00 am Coffee Chats: RHM Editors, Book Editors, 

Graduate Mentoring  
Pillsbury 120  

9:00 am - 11:15 am  Work-in-Progress Working Groups or 

Coffee & Conversation 

Open (see full schedule) 

Pillsbury 120 

11:15 am - 12:30 pm Lunch — on your own  

12:30 pm - 1:10 pm  Concurrent Lightning Talks C & D Pillsbury 120 &  
216 Pillsbury, Room 35 

1:25 pm - 2:05 pm Concurrent Sessions – Mini-Panel & 
Lightning Talks E 

Pillsbury 120 &  
216 Pillsbury, Room 35  

2:20 pm - 2:30 pm Awards  Pillsbury 120 

2:30 pm – 3:45 pm Closing Keynote Address: Dr. Christa Teston Pillsbury 120  

 
 

https://campusmaps.umn.edu/pillsbury-hall
https://rhmsymposium2025.rsvpify.com
https://malcolmyards.market
https://malcolmyards.market
https://campusmaps.umn.edu/pillsbury-hall
https://campusmaps.umn.edu/216-pillsbury-drive
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Detailed Schedule 

Friday, October 17 
All Friday events will take place in Pillsbury Hall, rooms 120 and 412.  
Time Event Location 
8:00 am - 8:45 am Registration check-in — coffee & tea provided  Pillsbury 412 

8:45 am - 9:00 am Welcome  
Colleen Derkatch and Dan Kenzie (Symposium Co-Chairs) and Molly 
Kessler (Local Chair) 

Pillsbury 412 

9:00 am - 10:15 am Opening Keynote Address with Dr. V. Jo Hsu: 
Im/measurable Truths: Chronic Conditions and Genres of 
Believability 

Pillsbury 412 

10:15 am - 10:30 am Break - 

10:30 am - 11:45 am Concurrent Panels A & B  

 Panel A - No Easy Interventions in an Entangled World  
Chair: Paige Welsh 

Medical Ethics and Antabuse 
Carlee A. Baker, University of Texas at Austin 

Critique Towards Truth in SSRI Discourse 
Cassidy Rempel, University of Wisconsin-Madison 

Complexities in Intellectual and Developmental Disability 
Care 
Jade Shiva, University of Texas at Austin 

Care and Choice Revisited in Advance Directives 
Paige Welsh, University of Texas at Austin 

Pillsbury 412 

 Panel B - Tactical Intimacy: Queer(ing) Health Networks 
Under Surveillance 
Chair: Ryan Mitchell  

Structural Intimacies: Unsettling Virulent Rhetorics 
Wilfredo Flores, University of North Carolina-Charlotte  

The Pleasures of Surveillance 
McKinley Green, George Mason University 

Tactical Intimacy as Critical Health Literacy 
Ryan Mitchell, Stony Brook University 

Pillsbury 120 

11:45 am - 1:00 pm Lunch — provided  Pillsbury 412 

1:00 pm - 2:15 pm  Concurrent Panels C & D    

 Panel C - Cultivating Urgent Counterpublics: Feminist, 
Disabled, and Activist Interventions in COVID-19 Rhetoric 

Pillsbury 412 

 

https://campusmaps.umn.edu/pillsbury-hall
https://rhmsymposium2025.rsvpify.com
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1dqGT8YYm-vt8GzqedxOrR-vjySvse8mO?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1dqGT8YYm-vt8GzqedxOrR-vjySvse8mO?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1fDiDF9aAvSnHcP8kve9z5PVGsMJAOvbN?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1SAqar3jMNK734cWHlyuEUVwy-9g4BxLb?usp=share_link
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Chair: Jason Barrett-Fox  

Masking as Feminist Biopolitical Intervention: Cultivating 
Care while Signaling Paratactical Protest 
Jason Barrett-Fox, Kansas State University 

The Case for Crip Tactical Risk Communication 
Kristina Bowers, Penn State University 

Mask Blocs and (Counter)Public Health Interventions 
Khushi Patel, University of Central Florida  

 Panel D - Community Interventions for Environmental 
Health Justice 

Chair: Jessica Remcheck 

Investigating Health Communication in East Palestine, OH 
Kelsey Stratman, Ohio State University 

Analyzing Advocacy: A Community Disaster Response 
Jessica Remcheck, University of Minnesota 

Thinking through Plain Language Principles in Air 
Pollution Data Visualization 
Paige Welsh, University of Texas - Austin 

From “Crisis Averted” to “Crisis Being Subverted”: Toward 
Ecocultural Literacy in the Technical Communication 
Classroom 
Maddi Melchert, University of Minnesota 

Pillsbury 120 

2:15 pm - 2:30 pm Break  - 

2:30 pm - 3:30 pm  Concurrent Lightning Talks A & B  

 Lightning Talks A - Higher Education and Health Literacy 
Chair: Cynthia Ryan 

Securing the Border and Putting America First: Overcoming 
Emergent Barriers to the DIGIT-ILL Health Literacy 
Campaign 
Daniela Corrent, Western Illinois University; Elizabeth M. Glowacki, 
Northeastern University; Theodore A. Avtgis, Utah Tech University; 
Christopher J. Carpenter, Western Illinois University 

Interprofessional Health Education as a Space for RHM 
Intervention 
Lillian Campbell, Marquette University 

A Place for RHM 
Ana Cortés Lagos, Stony Brook University; Tia Falco-Kilmartin, Stony 
Brook University; Sarah Khan, Stony Brook University 

Pillsbury 412  

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/18vlukmgvUfMsipVieZGSZzClPTxeaRYl/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105124670679825708496&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18vlukmgvUfMsipVieZGSZzClPTxeaRYl/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105124670679825708496&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1n9lBIc_kLmfxT86011VSa3tmHcqYX25C?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_yp0fQ1BgOszD5v_3qYp8GPB3jB2RBwfRH2A9tfcYLE/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1hDPR5_NWTZJDWaoDQynxM2tYopasmR8D?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1hDPR5_NWTZJDWaoDQynxM2tYopasmR8D?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1TkxTbw3BrLqvPiM0ah12ObaNtJDOebW5/edit?usp=share_link&ouid=105124670679825708496&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1TkxTbw3BrLqvPiM0ah12ObaNtJDOebW5/edit?usp=share_link&ouid=105124670679825708496&rtpof=true&sd=true
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Pedagogical Interventions in Rhetorics of Obsessive- 
Compulsive Disorder 
Elizabeth Forsythe, University of Cincinnati  

Intervening in "Workplace Wellness" Rhetoric of Higher 
Education: Using Rhetorical Field Methods to Consider the 
(In)Visibility of Caregiving and Work 
Rebecca A. Kuehl, South Dakota State University 

Bisexual Interventions: Autoethnographic Analysis as a 
Pedagogical Tool for Teaching Bi+ Health Activism 
Luke Shackelford, University of Wisconsin, Eau-Claire 

 Lightning Talks B - Reproductive and Disability Justice 
Chair: Caitlin Baulch 

Look for the Zebra: Pompe and the Multiple Rhetorics of 
Rare Disease 
Atilla Hallsby, University of Minnesota Twin Cities; Emily 
Winderman, University of Minnesota Twin Cities 

"Don't Put that in Your Vagina!" 
Amy Harbourne, University of Minnesota 

Bodily Interventions: Cycle Syncing, Reproductive Choice, 
and the Quantification of Self 
Hannah Taylor, Duke University; Haley Swartz, Independent 
Researcher 

Whose Stories Matter? Contested Narratives in California's 
Mental Health Interventions 
Bay VanWagenen, Texas Tech University 

Mutually Beneficial Co-Invention in a Community-Oriented 
Reproductive Justice Oral History Project 
Emily Winderman, University of Minnesota; Lauren Ruhrold, 
University of Minnesota; Adam Negri, University of Minnesota; Clare 
Frances Kennedy, University of Minnesota 

Pillsbury 120 

3:30 pm - 3:45 pm Break - 

3:45 pm - 5:00 pm  Concurrent Panels E & F  

 Panel E - Networks of Care: Rhetorical Interventions in 
Public Health, Disability, and Digital Grief 
Chair: Maureen Mathison  

Entextualized Emotion and the Therapeutic Public: Digital 
Grief Rhetoric as Affective Health Practice 
Joseph Mayaki, University of Utah 

Interventions in Disability Access: An Analysis of Writing 
Conference Policy Documents 
Rachel Bryson, University of Utah 

Pillsbury 412 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1TaONKBmvpQmIUJxgIY8-fLSMDUvLzbno/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105124670679825708496&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1TaONKBmvpQmIUJxgIY8-fLSMDUvLzbno/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105124670679825708496&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1DKvRubEDNnEUMOqAmJvPr8aydyxhkn72/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105124670679825708496&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1DKvRubEDNnEUMOqAmJvPr8aydyxhkn72/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105124670679825708496&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1DKvRubEDNnEUMOqAmJvPr8aydyxhkn72/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105124670679825708496&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1TOKrSpcs4p4__O9tRC0Gd-l4Te80S_iI?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1TOKrSpcs4p4__O9tRC0Gd-l4Te80S_iI?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18uJveesZYcxaYFlIWaOBULFGX0hEZJNjmrgTYGdAf7o/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18uJveesZYcxaYFlIWaOBULFGX0hEZJNjmrgTYGdAf7o/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_36ex-vK7czR-BGxUHl54-v81GE-ZAwKHItMSkdM29g/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_36ex-vK7czR-BGxUHl54-v81GE-ZAwKHItMSkdM29g/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11x3PGUi3-ZW9AZ3x0E_owUjXByohmLAX/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105124670679825708496&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11x3PGUi3-ZW9AZ3x0E_owUjXByohmLAX/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105124670679825708496&rtpof=true&sd=true
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Intervention in Public Health: A View from a Vaccine 
Oppositional Newsletter 
Maureen A. Mathison, Mickey Gough, and Stephanie Weidauer, 
University of Utah 

 Panel F - Administering Feminist Interventions in RHM 
Chair: Kellie Sharp-Hoskins 

Reframing Leave as Rhetoric of Care: Feminist, Disability, 
and Ethical Interventions in Higher Education 
Marie Moeller, University of Wisconsin, La Crosse 

RHM for the WPA: Navigating Health Policy Rhetorics in 
Middle Management 
Kellie Sharp-Hoskins, New Mexico State University 

Working through Oppositional Paradigms: Zine-Making as 
Institutional Advocacy 
Erin Clark, East Carolina University 

Pillsbury 120 

6:30 pm For those wishing to gather informally, we suggest food & 
drinks at Malcolm Yards Market, a short drive/ride share 
away. It’s a food hall with multiple vendors, bars, and 
central seating. Note: local venues, including Malcolm 
Yards,  will be busy before the 7pm football game. 

501 30th Ave SE 

 

Saturday, October 18 
Saturday events will take place in Pillsbury Hall Room 120 and in 216 Pillsbury Room 35. (“216 
Pillsbury” is the name of a different building, which is next door to Pillsbury Hall to the West.) 
Time Event Location 
8:00 am - 9:00 am Coffee Chats: Informal Discussion and Q&A 

Publishing in Rhetoric of Health & Medicine 
Kim Hensley Owens and Fernando Sánchez, co-editors 

Book Publishing  
Colleen Derkatch, co-editor of Health Humanities (Johns Hopkins 
University Press) and Christa Teston, co-editor of New Directions in 
Rhetoric and Materiality (Ohio State University Press) 

Graduate Mentors 
Lisa Melonçon and Molly Kessler 

Pillsbury 120 

9:00 am - 11:15 am  Work-in-Progress Working Groups  
Working groups can meet in the Pillsbury building or at any location (e.g., 
coffee shop, hotel lobby). 

 Coffee & Conversation 
Attendees not participating in Working Groups are invited 
to gather in our main meeting location for coffee/tea. 

Pillsbury 120 

 

https://malcolmyards.market
https://malcolmyards.market/food/
https://campusmaps.umn.edu/pillsbury-hall
https://campusmaps.umn.edu/216-pillsbury-drive
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11:15 am - 12:30 pm Lunch — on your own - 

12:30 pm - 1:10 pm  Concurrent Lightning Talks C & D  

 Lightning Talks C - Patient Care & Patient Communities  
Chair: Priya Ganguly 

Writing Recovery: Rhetorical Resistance in TBI Patients’ 
Narratives 
Jessica Rose Corey, Duke University 

The Ethics of an Instant: Moral Courage as Rhetorical 
Practice 
Erica Frisicaro-Pawlowski, Daemen University 

Spatial Invitation as Intervention in Digital Health Support 
Communities 
Nicole Ramer, University of Wisconsin-Madison 

Pillsbury 120 

 Lightning Talks D - RHM and Method  
Chair: Justiss Wilder Burry 

Earthly Metaphors: Taking an Ecological Orientation to 
Navigating Researcher Positionality within Subterranean 
Rhetorics 
Melissa Guadrón, Western Washington University 

Advancing Theory-building in RHM through a Rural Health 
Framework 
Justiss Wilder Burry, James Madison University; Melissa Stone, 
Appalachian State University 

Rhetoric of Research Consent and Positionalit(ies) in RHM 
Research 
Munira Mutmainna, St. John's University 

216 Pillsbury 
Room 35 

1:10 pm - 1:25 pm  Break  - 

1:25 pm - 2:05 pm  Concurrent Sessions  

 Mini-Panel - From Patients Making Meaning to Patients 
Making Choices: Research and Theory-Building Projects as 
Rhetorical Interventions in Health and Medical 
Decision-Making 
Chair: Cathryn Molloy  

Cathryn Molloy, University of Delaware; Bryna Siegel Finer, Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania; Jamie White-Farnham, University of 
Wisconsin at Superior 

Pillsbury 120 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1TaONKBmvpQmIUJxgIY8-fLSMDUvLzbno/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105124670679825708496&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1TaONKBmvpQmIUJxgIY8-fLSMDUvLzbno/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105124670679825708496&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1dLRqP0ABURgx-wA6UXiTEZvnxM7e-GPQ/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105124670679825708496&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1dLRqP0ABURgx-wA6UXiTEZvnxM7e-GPQ/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105124670679825708496&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19iyw1je0mqWovn-h7pyoaDj3tZqvtNQJ/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19iyw1je0mqWovn-h7pyoaDj3tZqvtNQJ/view?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1cSKd0IK___rNeylTDovd2Al6UVHOnsvZ/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105124670679825708496&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1cSKd0IK___rNeylTDovd2Al6UVHOnsvZ/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105124670679825708496&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UKexwAEQnWIDOXpHZpg8slOJlCz_iB1j/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UKexwAEQnWIDOXpHZpg8slOJlCz_iB1j/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UKexwAEQnWIDOXpHZpg8slOJlCz_iB1j/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UKexwAEQnWIDOXpHZpg8slOJlCz_iB1j/view?usp=sharing
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 Lightning Talks E – Specifying Intervention 

Chair: Shalini Abayasekara 

Our Bodies, Our Book: Breast Cancer, Academic Illness 
Narratives, and Transnational Care Work 
Wendy KZ Anderson, University of Minnesota; Tehmina Pirzada, 
Bradley University 

Bridging the Gap: Culturally Adapted Physical Therapy 
Instructions for Vietnamese Patients 
Philip B. Gallagher, Mercer University; Anisa Khan, Mercer University 

216 Pillsbury 
Room 35 

2:05 pm - 2:20 pm  Break - 

2:20 pm - 2:30 pm  Awards Pillsbury 120 

2:30  pm - 3:45 pm Closing Keynote Address with Dr. Christa Teston: 
Intervening in Public Health Testimony through New 
Genres of Witnessing 

Pillsbury 120 

 
 

Working Groups 

Group 1: Methodological & political frameworks 

●​ Melissa Guadrón 
●​ Amy Harbourne 
●​ Hannah Taylor 
●​ Blake Scott 

Group 2: Pregnancy rhetorics 

●​ Caitlin Baulch 
●​ Clare Frances Kennedy 
●​ Kerry Smith 

Group 3: Rhetoric & crip agency 

●​ Maggie Hart 
●​ Amanda Swenson 
●​ Sara Brock 
●​ Rebecca Felter 

Group 4: Consent, authorization, agency 

●​ Munira Mutmainna 
●​ Anne Malin Ringwalt 
●​ Ana Cortés Lagos 
●​ Marissa McKinley 

Group 5: Contestation & resonance 

●​ Jessie Cortez 

●​ Priyanka Ganguly 
●​ Sara Press 
●​ Khushi Patel 

Group 6: Rhetorics of the body 

●​ Mary Clinkenbeard 
●​ Chaim McNamee 
●​ Wendy Anderson & Tehmina Pirzada 
●​ Mafruha Shifat 

Group 7: Nationality, migration, & health 

●​ Daniela Corrent, Theodore Avtgis, 
Elizabeth Glowacki, & Christopher 
Carpenter 

●​ Laura Pigozzi 
●​ Julie Crowe 
●​ Ren Chivington 

Group 8: Intervention & resistance 

●​ Martha Karnes 
●​ Gavin Doyle 
●​ Cassidy Rempel 

Group 9: Rhetorics of embodiment & risk 

●​ Tara Knight 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pE5fVKfTcZCHxWbjYhMbf6AYko38r2cX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pE5fVKfTcZCHxWbjYhMbf6AYko38r2cX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1n-hf3xoh9iGF36xSJ8Q152l3yU-mMGKW/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1n-hf3xoh9iGF36xSJ8Q152l3yU-mMGKW/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1m1jk5CNdjbz-f2nQ6yt5L_uSg-0ZgSq4?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1m1jk5CNdjbz-f2nQ6yt5L_uSg-0ZgSq4?usp=sharing
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●​ Melissa Carrion 
●​ Shanna Cameron 

Group 11: Public health conversations 

●​ Jessica Remcheck 
●​ Caitlin Ray 
●​ Cynthia Ryan 

Virtual Group 12: Diverse care pathways 

●​ M. Todd Harper 
●​ Jennifer West 
●​ Liz Hutter 

Virtual Group 13: Communication with publics 

●​ Sydney Goggins 

●​ Yu Meng 
●​ Amanda Pratt 
●​ Hua Wang 

Virtual Group 14: Systems of health support 

●​ Jessica Jorgenson Borchert 
●​ Cassie Kallhoff 
●​ Najia Nazir 
●​ Katrina Hinson 

 
Virtual Group 15: Counterstories 

●​ S. Bryce Ross 
●​ Drew Holladay 

 

Working Group Guidelines  
Work-in-progress (WIP) working groups will meet on Saturday, October 18th from 9:00 am - 
11:15 am. During this time, attendees who were accepted for the WIPs should meet with their 
group to discuss WIP feedback. To support generative working group sessions, here are a few 
guidelines:  

●​ Read drafts in advance of the Symposium! You can access them via your group’s shared 
Google Drive folder (link shared via email).  

●​ Connect with your WIP group before the symposium via email or on Friday to discuss 
where you’d like to meet for your feedback session on Saturday and any other logistics. 

●​ Meet somewhere comfortable for your working group session. You can meet with your 
group in Pillsbury Hall, or you can meet offsite at a coffee shop, hotel lobby, or another 
agreed-upon location. For ideas, see the RHM Symposium Map!  

●​ Set a timer to ensure each member of your working group gets equal time to discuss 
feedback on their WIP (30 - 40 minutes per person).  

●​ Provide feedback verbally during your WIP meeting. You are also welcome to provide 
written notes; we leave this up to each working group.  

●​ Remember that the purpose of the WIPs is to support the development of RHM projects. 
Feedback shared should be constructive and respectful. Consider the writer’s questions or 
context (if they provided any) on their draft and target your feedback to their requests.  

●​ Consider leaving time at the end of the WIP session or take 10-15 min. after for individual 
reflection and note-taking to help summarize and document the feedback you received. 

●​ Virtual working groups: You are not limited to the scheduled working group time and can 
arrange your group’s meeting when you would like. If your group is not in contact yet, we 
encourage you to take the initiative (See the email sent from rhmsymposium@gmail.com 
on September 4 for your group’s email addresses). 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1MN8M3g6HMHPZAyaxJVhabct18-0cfsE&ll=44.97739088316665%2C-93.23549784999999&z=18
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On-Site Specifics 
WiFi Information  

Connecting to eduroam 

Visitors from eduroam-participating universities can access the University of Minnesota WiFi 
using the user names and passwords they use at their home institutions. Users must have signed 
on to eduroam on their home campus before traveling to enable their security certificate. 

Connecting to UMN-Guest WiFi 

Guests who do not have a UMN account or are not from eduroam-participating universities need 
to use UMN-Guest Wifi access instead of eduroam. Use the following steps:  

1.​ On your device, navigate to the area where you can view all WiFi networks in range. 
2.​ Select UofM-Guest from the list of available WiFi networks. 
3.​ A web browser will automatically open to a network authentication page. This page 

explains the Terms of Use you agree to by using the guest WiFi.  
a.​ You can open a web browser manually, if the Terms of Use page does not open 

automatically (e.g., Safari, Google Chrome, Firefox, Internet Explorer). 

Location Information 
All Symposium events will occur on the East Bank of the UMN-Twin Cities campus. However, 
some recommended hotels are near both the East and West Bank campuses. The East and West 
Banks connect via a pedestrian bridge and public transportation.   

Campus Maps 

We have created a 2025 RHM Symposium Google Map highlighting the event spaces and 
recommended hotels, coffee shops, restaurants, and other amenities. Additionally, theUMN 
Campus Maps website includes several different maps that may be useful, including these:  

●​ Minneapolis campus map (east and west banks)   
●​ East Bank campus map  

Accessibility 

The University of Minnesota has an interactive accessibility map. 
 
Pillsbury Hall has power doors on the north side (Pillsbury Drive SE) and on the south side 
(Church Street SE). There is an accessible connection to the Church Street Garage on floor 0B. 
There is an accessible elevator and wheelchair accessible restrooms on floors 01, 02, 03, 04. 
There is a restroom with an adult changing table on floor 01. 
 
216 Pillsbury has power door entrances on the south and west sides of the building. It has an 
accessible elevator and wheelchair accessible restrooms on floors 0G, 01, 02, 03. 

 

https://www.eduroam.us/institutions_list
https://www.eduroam.us/institutions_list
https://it.umn.edu/services-technologies/how-tos/wifi-guest-access
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1MN8M3g6HMHPZAyaxJVhabct18-0cfsE&ll=44.981192972768916%2C-93.24102845&z=15
https://pts.umn.edu/PTS-Campus-Maps/Maps-Navigate-Campus
https://pts.umn.edu/PTS-Campus-Maps/Maps-Navigate-Campus
https://pts.umn.edu/sites/pts.umn.edu/files/2022-09/Pocket%20Map%20Modified%20092722.pdf
https://pts.umn.edu/sites/pts.umn.edu/files/2023-08/East%20Bank%20083023.pdf
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/c7f737fa98124df28d66736cea74d6ca#data_s=id%3AdataSource_5-18e0b412a58-layer-7%3A2&widget_11=active_datasource_id:dataSource_5,center:-10378810.38985%2C5617886.987843524%2C102100,scale:1661.812297731769,rotation:0,viewpoint:%7B%22rotation%22%3A0%2C%22scale%22%3A1661.812297731769%2C%22targetGeometry%22%3A%7B%22spatialReference%22%3A%7B%22latestWkid%22%3A3857%2C%22wkid%22%3A102100%7D%2C%22x%22%3A-10378810.38985%2C%22y%22%3A5617886.987843524%7D%7D&widget_18=search_status:%7B%22searchText%22%3A%22Pillsbury%20Hall%22%7D
https://campusmaps.umn.edu/pillsbury-hall
https://campusmaps.umn.edu/216-pillsbury-drive
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All-Gender Restrooms 

There is an all-gender bathroom in Room 107 in Pillsbury Hall. See the All-Gender Restrooms 
Map for more information and additional options.  

Lactation Space  

A lactation space is located in Room 402 in Pillsbury Hall. There is not an available refrigerator 
in Room 402 for storing milk, but there are nearby options. Please contact the Symposium 
co-chairs if you need a refrigerator for milk or pump parts. For more information, see the 
Lactation Spaces Map. 

Quiet Space 

Room 125 in Pillsbury Hall is a quiet space that can be used for a sensory break, prayer, or 
meditation.   

Parking  
Public parking is available at facilities and meters throughout the Twin Cities campus. The UMN 
Parking Facilities website lists all the available options with details about cost and location. For 
parking near Pillsbury Hall and 216 Pillsbury, we recommend one of the following lots:  

●​ Fourth Street Parking Ramp — 0.3 miles to Pillsbury Hall, approximately 6 min walk 
●​ Church Street Parking Ramp  — 500 feet to Pillsbury Hall, approximately 2 min walk  

COVID-19 
Face masks are currently required only in posted healthcare spaces, spaces that require Personal 
Protective Equipment because of environmental or hazardous material risks, and in isolation or 
quarantine spaces. Everyone may wear a mask in settings that do not require them if they 
choose. We respect individual decisions to wear or not to wear a mask. Visit the University’s 
COVID-19 Response website for more information.  
 

Pre-Symposium Workshops 
 

Workshop: Developing Graphic RHM Research with Blake Scott, Central Florida; Catherine Gouge, West 
Virginia; and Ann E. Fink, independent scholar/artist | September 30, 5-6:30pm ET/2-3:30 PT 

Workshop: Facilitating Public Scholarship in RHM with Kari Lundgren, Oregon Tech | October 9, 
7-8:30pm ET/4-5:30 PT 
 

Thank yous 
Thank you to the many volunteers and sponsors who made the Symposium possible! We are 
especially grateful to our graduate assistants, Shalini Abayasekara and Marissa Buccilli, for their 
essential support.  

 

https://gsc.umn.edu/resources/all-gender-restroom-map
https://gsc.umn.edu/resources/all-gender-restroom-map
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?ll=44.978748663908945%2C-93.21424200000001&z=14&mid=1pXLLnSN_TMJD5mruA6_TVoJcob8
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?ll=44.978748663908945%2C-93.21424200000001&z=14&mid=1pXLLnSN_TMJD5mruA6_TVoJcob8
https://pts.umn.edu/Park/Basic-Parking-Information/Parking-Facilities
https://pts.umn.edu/Park/Basic-Parking-Information/Parking-Facilities
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1625+4th+St+SE,+Minneapolis,+MN+55455/@44.979781,-93.231955,16z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x52b32d108cd20577:0x5c5ee0c2e3bc0ca4!8m2!3d44.9794976!4d-93.2319943!16s%2Fg%2F11c26b3s_s?hl=en&entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/place/David+M+Lilly+Plaza,+80+Church+St+SE,+Minneapolis,+MN+55455/@44.976366,-93.234036,14z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x52b32d16e9a39ad1:0xa0e833351eb395ce!8m2!3d44.9763656!4d-93.2340358!16s%2Fg%2F11c2gpspvc?hl=en-US&entry=ttu
https://safe-campus.umn.edu/personal-wellbeing/covid-19-response
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1q_HhQOKcFQSAqzJqUpjoKtjvN4TZWzV2aWQOo5EF8Io/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1czSljq9Wb1TI-1_VjYmXXgy1weHRqorsbZfQ0RywP8o/edit?usp=sharing
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Sponsors  
Our meeting space is funded by The Department of Writing Studies at the University of 
Minnesota-Twin Cities. Our Saturday morning coffee chat is sponsored by the UMN Writing 
Studies Graduate Program. The keynotes were supported by theDepartment of English and 
Faculty of Arts at Toronto Metropolitan University.              
 

Program Reviewers  
Shalini Abayasekara 
Holly Anderson 
Jason Barrett-Fox 
Caitlin Baulch 
Kristin Bennett 
Marissa Buccilli 
Justiss Burry 
Shanna Cameron 
Lillian Campbell 
Kari Campeau 
Julie Crowe 
Jill Dahlman 
Colleen Derkatch 
Sara DiCaglio 
Bryna Siegel Finer 
Julie Gerdes 
Catherine Gouge 

McKinley Green 
Emily Gresbrink 
Melissa Guadrón 
Brian Harrell 
Leah Heilig 
Liz Hutter 
Martha Karnes 
Kristin Kondrlik 
Kristin LaFollette 
Ana Cortés Lagos 
Brian LeLay 
Michael Madson 
Lisa Melonçon 
Ryan Mitchell 
Cathryn Molloy 
Mary Ellen Muesing 
Munira Mutmainna 

Motunrayo Ogunrinbokun 
Manushri Pandya 
Madiha Patel 
Laura Pigozzi 
Cassidy Rempel 
Allison Rowland 
Paul Sawyer 
Luke Shackelford 
Mafruha Shifat 
Yogesh Sinha 
Mollie Stambler 
Melissa Stone 
Hannah Taylor 
Christa Teston 
Tara Wood 

Award Review Committees  
Barbara Heifferon Graduate Student Fellowship 
Lisa Melonçon (chair), Bryna Siegel Finer, Emily Gresbrink, and Mollie Stambler.  Sponsored by 
Lisa Melonçon, Cathryn Molloy, and Blake Scott. 

Mary Ann Ryan Memorial Travel Awards 
Cynthia Ryan (sponsor), RHM Associate Editor; and Cathryn Molloy, RHM Emeritus Co-Editor 

The Edwina L. Sanders Award for Outstanding Work on the Rhetoric of Health Inequities 
Members of the Rhetoric of Health & Medicine Editorial Board. Sponsored by Cynthia Ryan. 

Judy Segal Top Paper Award 
Kim Hensley Owens (chair), Jason Barrett-Fox, Manushri Pandya, Fernando Sánchez 

Mary Lay Schuster Mentoring Award  
Michael Madson (chair), Kari Campeau, Kristin Kondrlik, Christa Teston 

 

https://cla.umn.edu/writing-studies
https://cla.umn.edu/writing-studies
https://cla.umn.edu/writing-studies/graduate
https://www.torontomu.ca/english/
https://www.torontomu.ca/arts/
https://journals.upress.ufl.edu/rhm/about/editorialTeam
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Sue Wells Reviewer Award 
Kim Hensley Owens and Fernando Sánchez, RHM Editors 
 

Symposium Planning Committee 
Co-Chairs: Dan Kenzie and Colleen Derkatch 
Local Chair: Molly Kessler 
Graduate Assistants: Shalini Abayasekara and Marissa Buccilli 
 

New RHM Society Leadership  
The following folks are thrilled to step into RHM Society leadership roles as of January 2026:  

●​ President: Christa Teston 
●​ Vice-President: Justiss Burry 
●​ Administrative Officer: Hannah Taylor 
●​ Graduate Student Rep: Cassidy Rempel 
●​ Member-at-Large: Julie Gerdes 
●​ Treasurer: Melissa Guadrón  
●​ Social Media Liaison: Adrianna Deptula  

They are especially eager to hear more from you all about how the new RHM Society can support 
you and your work. Our post-Symposium survey will include questions from the new team so stay 
tuned! 
 

Stay Connected with RHM  
There are many ways to stay connected with the RHM community post-symposium!  

RHM Third Thursdays  
The CCCC Med Rhet Standing group hosts meetings on the third Thursday of October, November, 
February, March, and April. Third Thursday meetings offer an informal space to discuss current 
Rhetoric of Health and Medicine (RHM) scholarship and form working relationships with others 
in the field. See the Third Thursday page for the schedule, links, and facilitator contact 
information. The November meeting will be a recap of the RHM Symposium (November 20, 
11:00 am-12:00 pm CT). 

Rhetoric of Health and Medicine 
Ready to submit your WIP? Consider Rhetoric of Health and Medicine! RHM publishes all things 
medical rhetoric, including original research articles, dialogues, review essays, persuasion briefs, 
and more. For additional information, please review the submission guidelines.  

RHM Listerv & Flux  
Join the RHM Listerv and Flux Facebook group to stay up-to-date on all things RHM.  
 

 

https://medicalrhetoric.com/about-2/cccc-standing-group/
https://medicalrhetoric.com/third-thursday-schedule-for-25-26-ay/
https://journals.upress.ufl.edu/rhm/index
https://journals.upress.ufl.edu/rhm/about/submissions?fbclid=IwAR3wDsvtV94FQppcUp-3bdx5SHn0EE0Q_uhL86iRmyRiFN8MC3DD0acz7qI
http://medicalrhetoric.com/mailman/listinfo/rhm_listserv_medicalrhetoric.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/fluxROHM
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