
Harvard University Black Faculty Letter Supporting 
President Claudine Gay 

 
We Black members of the Harvard university faculty wish to voice our enthusiastic support for the 
presidency of Claudine Gay and respond strongly to recent aspersions that have been cast on her 
character and qualifications to be president of Harvard University.  The suggestion that she would not 
stand boldly against manifestations of antisemitism and any suggestion that her selection as president 
was the result of a process that elevated an unqualified person based on considerations of race and 
gender are specious and politically motivated. We applaud President Gay’s efforts on behalf of Harvard 
and all of higher education and we call on all members of the Corporation to defend her in this trying 
moment. President Gay was a superb selection as president and should be given the chance to fulfill her 
term to demonstrate her vision for Harvard.   
 
 
Signatories: 
 
Annette Gordon-Reed, Carl M. Loeb University Professor 
Henry Louis Gates, Jr, Alphonse Fletcher University Professor 
William Julius Wilson, Geyser University Professor Emeritus 
Deval Patrick, Professor of Practice, Harvard Kennedy School 
Orlando Patterson, John Cowles Professor of Sociology 
Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot, Emily Hargroves Fisher Professor of Education 
Lawrence D. Bobo, Dean of Social Science and W. E. B. Du Bois Professor of the Social 
Sciences 
Randall Kennedy, Michael R. Klein Professor of Law 
David Wilkins, Lester Kissel Professor of Law 
Tommie Shelby, Lee Simpkins Family Professor of Arts and Sciences and Caldwell 
Titcomb Professor of African and African American Studies and of Philosophy 
Jacob Olupona, Professor and Chair,  African and African American Studies 
Kenneth W. Mack, Lawrence D. Biele Professor of Law 
Guy-Uriel Charles, Charles Ogletree, Jr. Professor of Law 
Imani Perry, Henry A. Morss, Jr. and Elisabeth W. Morss Professor of Studies of Women, 
Gender and Sexuality and of African and African American Studies 
Evelynn M Hammonds, Barbara Gutmann Rosenkrantz Professor of the History of 
Science, Professor of African and African American Studies 



Rev. Cornell William Brooks, Professor of the Practice  of Public Leadership  and Social 
Justice 
Vincent Brown, Charles Warren Professor of American History 
Demba Ba, Gordon McKay Professor of Electrical Engineering 
Latanya Sweeney, Daniel Paul Professor of the Practice of Government and Technology 
Henry McGee, Senior Lecturer, Harvard Business School 
Scott Edwards, Alexander Agassiz Professor of Zoology and Chair, Department of 
Organismic and Evolutionary Biology 
Brandon M. Terry, John L. Loeb Associate Professor of the Social Sciences 
Jarvis R. Givens, Professor of Education and Professor of African and African American 
Studies 
Bianca J. Baldridge, Associate Professor of Education 
David R. Williams, Florence & Laura Norman Professor of Public Health and African & 
African American Studies 
Brielle Ferguson, Assistant Professor of Genetics and Neurology 
Sandra Susan Smith, Daniel & Florence Guggenheim Professor of Criminal Justice  
Tracey E Hucks, Victor S Thomas Professor of Africana Religious Studies 
Khalil Gibran Muhammad, Ford Foundation Professor of History, Race and Public Policy 
Jonathan Abraham, M.D., Ph.D., Associate Professor of Microbiology, Harvard Medical 
School 
Nikolas Bowie, Louis D. Brandeis Professor of Law 
Ellis Monk, Professor of Sociology 
Sara Bleich, Professor 
George Aumoithe, Assistant Professor of History and of African and African American 
Studies 
Terrence L. Johnson, Charles G. Adams Professor of African American Religious 
Studies 
Bizu Gelaye, Associate Professor, Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health and 
Harvard Medical School 
Myisha S. Eatmon, Assistant Professor of African and African American Studies and of 
History 
Aaliyah El-Amin, Lecturer  
Pamela A Mason, Senior Lecturer 
Eric Soto-Shed, Lecturer on Education 
Christina Cross, Assistant Professor of Sociology 
Nancy E Hill, Charles Bigelow Professor of Education 
Dehlia Umunna, Clinical Professor of Law 
Mary T Bassett, FXB Professor of the Practice of Health and Human Rights 
Andrea Ewing Reid, Associate Dean for Student and Multicultural Affairs 



Alan Jenkins, Professor of Practice 
Ahmad Greene-Hayes, Assistant Professor of African American Religious Studies 
Intisar Rabb, Professor of Law and History 
Autumn Allen, Adjunct Lecturer 
Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham, Victor S. Thomas Professor of History and of African and 
African American Studies 
Alden Landry, Assistant Dean, Office for Diversity Inclusion and Community Partnership, 
Harvard Medical School 
Kym Lew Nelson, Senior lecturer, Harvard Business School 
Briana Joy Stephenson, Assistant Professor 
Preston Williams, Houghton Professor of Theology and Contemporary Change Emeritus, 
HDS 
Emmanuel Akyeampong, Ellen Gurney Professor of History and of African and African 
American Studies 
Michael Payne, MD, MPH, FACP, FASGE, AGAF, FACG, Chief of Endoscopy, Cambridge 
Health Alliance, Assistant Professor of Medicine 
Melissa Wood Bartholomew, MDiv '15, HDS Associate Dean for Diversity, Inclusion, & 
Belonging and Lecturer on Diversity, Inclusion, & Belonging 
Daren Graves, Adjunct Lecturer 
Patrick Sylvain, Lecturer, Committee on Degrees in History and Literature 
Yosvany Terry , Director of Jazz Ensembles, Senior Lecturer Department of Music  
Charrise Barron, Assistant Professor of Music 
Kizzmekia S. Corbett-Helaire, PhD, Assistant Professor of Immunology and Infectious 
Diseases 
Frank Barnes, Senior Lecturer on Education and Faculty Director of the Doctor of 
Education Leadership Program 
Cheryl A. Giles, Francis Greenwood Peabody Senior Lecturer on  Spiritual Care and 
Counseling 
Lumas Joseph Helaire, Assistant Dean for Population Health Management and Health 
Equity Education 
Olayinka Dosekun-Adjei, John Portman Design Critic in Architecture 
Hakeem Belo-Osagie, Senior Lecturer, Harvard Business School 
Shawn A Ginwright, Professor of Practice 
Linda Hill, Wallace Brett Donham Professor of Business Administration 
Jamaica Kincaid, Professor African and African American Studies Department 
Sean Canty, Assistant Professor of Architecture, Harvard Graduate School of Design 
Whitney Benns, Lecturer, Harvard Law School and Harvard Graduate School of 
Education 
Tiya Miles, Michael Garvey Professor of History 



Summer Jackson, Assistant Professor, Harvard Business School 
Bryan C Lee Jr, Design Critic, Graduate School of Design 
Stew Stewart, TDM Professor of the Practice of Musical Theater Writing 
Dana McKinney White, Assistant Professor of Urban Design 
Ebony N. Bridwell-Mitchell, Herbert A. Simon Professor in Education,  Management, and 
Organizational Behavior 
Karen L Mapp, Senior Lecturer on Education 
Teran Evans, Lecturer in Architecture 
Nancy Oriol, Associate Professor 
Lumumba Seegars, Assistant Professor, Harvard Business School 
James W. Riley, Assistant Professor Business Administration  
Michael Chaffers, Lecturer on Law  
Dayron J. Miles, Associate Artistic Director, American Repertory Theater 
Kimberlyn Leary, Associate Professor, Harvard Medical School & Harvard TH Chan 
School of Public Health 
Teddy Hickman-Maynard, Associate Dean for Ministry Studies and Lecturer, Harvard 
Divinity School 
John M. Mugane, Professor of the Practice of African Languages and Cultures and 
Director of the African Language Program 
Dr. Brian J Swann, Faculty Harvard School of Dental Medicine 
Cory Henry, Design Critic 
Irvin Scott, Senior Lecturer, Harvard Graduate School of Education 
Andy Zelleke, Senior Lecturer, Harvard Business School 
Sarah Lewis, John L. Loeb Associate Professor of the Humanities and Associate 
Professor of African and African American Studies 
Steven Rogers, Retired 1957 Senior Lecturer Harvard Business School 
Colin Weekes, Associate Professor of Medicine 
 
This letter is closed for additional signatures.  Thank you for your support. 


